
October 25, 2019/26 Tishrei 5780 

  

***Tomorrow morning from 10:00 am until noon, there will be a Contemplative Shabbat with 
chanting, meditation and study of Torah with myself and Abraham Leibson. Please join us!  
  

Dear KHN community,  
  

A year ago this weekend, Pittsburgh’s Jewish community suffered the most brutal anti-Semitic 
attack in U.S. history when a gunman opened fire in the Tree of Life building, taking the lives of 
Jewish people in the Tree of Life * Or L’Simcha, Dor Hadash and New Light communities. One year 
later, the ADL has organized a campaign suggesting 11 actions to commemorate the devasting 
loss of eleven people, so that we remember them, and honor their memory as a force for good in 
the world. [https://www.adl.org/11actions] Among the actions is one the Jewish Federations of 
North America have organized, a moment to honor the memory of those we lost and other people 
who were affected. In solidarity, everyone is invited to take a moment to “Pause with Pittsburgh” 
on Sunday, Oct. 27 at 5 p.m. http://www.pausewithpittsburgh.com/. 
  

I will be reading a reflection this evening written by HIAS, as the murderer committed an act of 
violence motivated by both anti-Semitism and hatred of refugees and asylum seekers. As we 
know, incidents of anti-Semitism are on the rise, both here and abroad.  
  

One way that we can build the kind of world that we want is to engage across differences, 
rejecting fear and division, and embracing diversity and inclusion. I’ll never forget the 
hundreds of people from churches, mosques and peace groups who showed up after the 
massacre last year to grieve with the larger Bucks County Jewish community.  
  

We take strength by standing together as proud and active Jews. While the holidays are officially 
over, on this weekend of Breishit, of Genesis, we will be having a Simchat Torah Dance party on 
Sunday. We had a wonderful group of people gather for Shemini Atzeret on Monday morning, and 
in order to include our children, we are going to have a dance party with music featuring the Little 
Shul by the River Band this Sunday October 27th from 10:15 – 11:15 am during Shul School hours 
to cap off a great holiday season and start again. Please join us! The more adults we have, the 
more festive it will be for our kids and the greater chance that we can unroll the whole Torah, and 
sing songs and dance together. 
  

We read from the Zohar about Breishit,  
 

The Holy One created desiring songs with the creation of heavens and 
earth... [A]ll the world are desiring and rejoicing to beautify the 
One who formed them... and this is “In beginning /B’Rei’ShiT / 
 שיר / look at the letters and see: Desiring Song / ShiR Ta’eV—”בראשית
 (Zohar Chadash, Midrash Hane`elam, B’rei’shit 5d) .תאב
 

https://www.adl.org/11actions
http://www.pausewithpittsburgh.com/


Rabbi David Seidenberg writes about this verse, “Creation is woven out of the desire of song, out 
of enchantment literally, and desiring songs are created at the beginning, b’rei’shit. In a very real 
sense, song may be thought of as the information that encodes and is embedded in the structure 
of the universe. All the creatures are created, as it were, to sing songs already created, waiting to 
be sung.”(Kabbalah and Ecology, ch. 12,"Nigun, shirah, the singing of Creation, and the problem of 
language", p.323) 
  

As we are remembering the Tree of Life communities, we read about the Tree of Life in this 
week’s Torah portion. We see written on our ark at KHN, etz hayim hi lamachazikim ba from 
Proverbs. We sing this as we put away the Torah and the “Tree of Life” signifies Torah as that 
which gives life and meaning to all who hold fast to it. As we dance around with the Torahs, let us 
incline ourselves toward life.  
  

Rabbi Yael Ridberg writes, “As we remember the eleven Jews murdered in Pittsburgh for being 
Jews, let us also look to the Etzei Hayim – the trees of life that continue to provide A New Light (Or 
L’simcha) for the future, and A New Generation (Dor Hadash) with nourishment, support, strength 
and comfort in the aftermath of tragedy, and the ongoing quest for healing and redemption.” 
[https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Bereishit--It-Is-a-Tree-of-Life-to-Those-Who-Hold-Fast-to-
It.] 
  

May the memory of Joyce Fienberg, Richard Gottfried, Rose Mallinger, Jerry Rabinowitz, Cecil 
Rosenthal, David Rosenthal, Bernice Simon, Sylvan Simon, Daniel Stein, Melvin Wax, and Irving 
Younger be for a blessing, and the memories of their light bring comfort to all who mourn, and 
inspire us to act for good.  
  

See you this evening for services at 7:30 pm.  
  

Shabbat shalom,  
  

Rabbi Diana 

 


