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PURIM MEGILLAH READING 
& BATTLE OF THE BANDS 5781 

at Kehilat HaNahar (New Hope, PA) 
February 25, 2021 

 
Tonight’s Megillah Readers include A. A., 
A. B. L., S. B., J. L., Rabbi Jonah Rank, and L. 
S.. 
 
The Masked Marauders 
A. B. L.: vocals 
E. L. L.: percussion 
M. M.: guitar 
D. P.: vocals 
A. S.: bass 
 

-vs.- 
 
The Jesters 
A. A.: guitar 
J. E.: trumpet 
M. E.: cello 
J. M.: guitar 
Z. P.: viola 
Rabbi Jonah Rank: keyboards, drums, vocals 
 

 
 
Viva La Historia (Achashverosh) 
Music by Guy Berryman, Jonny Buckland, Will 

Champion, and Chris Martin 
Words by Rabbi Jonah Rank. 
  
I used to rule the world 
According to the Scripture’s word. 
Centered in Persian Babylonia1— 
Ethiopia and India, Ion-ya2. 
  
I’m recalled for a certain vice 
Of accepting xenophobic advice 

 
1 The city called Shushan in Hebrew is what in ancient 
Persian was known as Susa and in contemporary Iran 
is now called Shush (and remains the capital of the 
Shush County in Iran’s province of Khuzestan today). 
The Persian Achaemenid Empire conquered the 
Babylonian Empire in 539 B.C.E.; both empires ruled 
over Susa. 
2 It’s a pun! “I own ya!” “Ionia!” In any event, the 
historical first King Xšayāršā (pronounced something 
like “Chshayarsha”), whom the fictive king 
Achashverosh in the Scroll of Esther loosely satirizes, 
did in fact claim to rule over the Ionians. Incidentally, 
the same Daiva Inscription left over from the 

And also for misogyny 
And asking for women to dance for me 
And also for tyranny  
And also for gluttony. 
They say I couldn’t understand 
Anything—and that I couldn’t command. 
  
From Jerusalem, the exile-sibling 
Of Yekhonyah the Judahite King3— 
There is Mordekhai, who will not yield4 
But will give away his relative named 

“Concealed.” 5 

Achaemenid Empire does indicate rule over, just as 
Esther 1:1 claims, India (in the ancient Persian, Hiduš-
-like the Hebrew Hodu) and Ethiopia (Kušiya in the 
ancient Persian, like the Hebrew Kush). See Thamar 
E. Gindin, The Book of Esther Unmasked (Ebook: Zeresh 
Books, 2016), circa loc. 263 of 3891. 
3 Compare with Esther 2:4. 
4 He wouldn’t bow to Haman, according to Esther 
3:3 and 3:5. 
5 The Hebrew Ester ( רתסא ) is often interpreted—not 
necessarily correctly but nonetheless meaningfully and 
frequently—as meaning “concealed,” as if related to 
the Hebrew root ר-ת-ס  (s-t-r). Ancient Jews 
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Ancient documents can't explain 
That this scroll really never— 
Never—is historical prose, 
Which is how mythology goes. 
  
It was a wicked long partying, 
And I was only three years in6, 
180 days of feeling numb7 
Plus seven more days, since we’d already come8. 
I decreed the merrymakers must sate9, 
And there was simply no debate.10 
Every golden vessel was there for drink11 
Oh, who would ever want to think? 
  
From Jerusalem, the exile-sibling 
Of Yekhonyah the Judahite King— 
Save me, Mordekhai12, though you might not 

yield, 
And thank you for your relative whose name’s 

“Concealed.” 

Ancient documents show how plain 
It is that this scroll never— 
Never—is historical prose. 
That’s how my mythology goes. 
  
I’m Achashverosh, 
Achashverosh, 
Achashverosh, 
Achashverosh, 
Achashverosh. 
  
From Jerusalem, the exile-sibling 
Of Yekhonyah the Judahite King— 
Save me, Mordekhai, though you might not yield, 
And thank you for your relative whose name’s 

“Concealed.” 
Ancient historians all explain 
This this scroll never— 
Never—is historical prose. 
It’s how my mythology goes. 

 
Esther 1:1–12 

 
  ׃הָֽניִדְמ הָ֖אֵמּו םיִ֥רְׂשֶעְו עַבֶׁ֛ש ׁשּוּ֔כ־דַעְו ּוּדֹ֣הֵמ ֙ךְךֵלֹּמַה ׁשֹו֗רֵוְׁשַחֲא אּו֣ה ׁשֹו֑רֵוְׁשַחֲא יֵ֣מיִּב יִ֖הְיַו א

1 It happened in the days of Ahasuerus—that Ahasuerus who reigned over a hundred 
and twenty-seven provinces from India to Ethiopia.  
 

 
disagreed over how Esther and Mordekhai are related 
in the narrative. Esther 2:7 implies, at first, that they 
are cousins, and, later in the verse, that he became 
her parent in adopting her. Separately—as B. Barry 
Levy shows in a great article online called “What Was 
Esther’s Relationship to Mordechai? Biblical, 
Traditional, and Not-So-Traditional 
Interpretations”—ancient Jews wondered if 
Mordekhai and Esther had a niece/uncle or even 
spousal relationship. 
6 The wild feast with which the Scroll of Esther opens 
began in the third year of Achashverosh’s reign, 
according to Esther 1:3. 
7 That’s literally how long the party was, according to 
Esther 1:4. 
8 The party got extended for a week, according to 
Esther 1:5. 

9 The law was to drink to one’s heart’s desire, 
according to Esther 1:8. 
10 The happy reception of this ruling is also indicated 
in Esther 1:8. Dr. Thamar Gindin writes: 
 

One of the principles of Achaemenid 
government, beginning in the days of Cyrus, 
was pluralism... [T]he guiding line of Cyrus 
the Great was that one may do as he pleases as 
long as others are not hurt. (Gindin, circa loc. 
753 of 3891.) 
 

11 Note the abundance of golden goblets described in Esther 
1:7. 
12 The story of Mordekhai saving the king’s life from 
insurrectionists-in-planning is recalled in Esther 2:21-23. 
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  ׃הָֽריִּבַה ןַׁ֥שּוׁשְּב רֶׁ֖שֲא ֹו֔תּוכְלַמ אֵּ֣סִּכ לַ֚ע ׁשֹו֗רֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֣מַה ׀ תֶבֶׁ֣שְּכ םֵ֑הָה םיִ֖מָּיַּב ב
2 In those days, when King Ahasuerus occupied the royal throne in the fortress Shushan,  
 

 יֵ֥רָׂשְו םיִ֛מְּתְרַּפַֽה יַ֗דָמּו סַ֣רָּפ ׀ ליֵ֣ח ויָ֑דָבֲעַו ויָ֖רָׂש־לָכְל הֶּ֔תְׁשִמ הָׂ֣שָע ֹו֔כְלָמְל ׁ֙שֹולָׁש תַ֤נְׁשִּב ג
  ׃ויָֽנָפְל תֹו֖ניִדְּמַה

3 in the third year of his reign, he gave a banquet for all the officials and courtiers—the 
administration of Persia and Media, the nobles and the governors of the provinces in his 
service.  
 

 תַ֖אְמּו םיִ֥נֹומְׁש םיִּ֔בַר םיִ֣מָי ֹו֑תָּלּודְּג תֶרֶ֖אְפִּת רָ֔קְי־תֶ֨אְו ֹו֔תּוכְלַמ דֹו֣בְּכ ֙רֶׁשֹ֨ע־תֶא ֹו֗תֹאְרַהְּב ד
  ׃םֹוֽי

4 For no fewer than a hundred and eighty days he displayed the vast riches of his 
kingdom and the splendid glory of his majesty.  
 

־דַעְו לֹודָּ֧גִמְל הָ֜ריִּבַה ןַׁ֨שּוׁשְּב ֩םיִאְצְמִּנַה םָ֣עָה־לָכְל ךְךֶלֶּ֡מַה הָׂ֣שָע הֶּלֵ֗אָה םיִ֣מָּיַה ׀ תאֹו֣לְמִבּו ה
  ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה ןַ֖תיִּב תַּ֥נִּג רַ֕צֲחַּב םיִ֑מָי תַ֣עְבִׁש הֶּ֖תְׁשִמ ןָ֛טָק

5 At the end of this period, the king gave a banquet for seven days in the court of the 
king’s palace garden for all the people who lived in the fortress Shushan, high and low 
alike.  
 

 בָ֣הָז ׀ תֹוּ֣טִמ ׁשֵׁ֑ש יֵדּוּ֣מַעְו ףֶסֶ֖כ יֵליִ֥לְּג־לַע ןָ֔מָּגְרַאְו ץּו֣ב־יֵלְבַחְּב ֙זּוחָא תֶלֵ֗כְתּו סַּ֣פְרַּכ ׀ רּו֣ח ו
  ׃תֶרָֽחֹסְו רַ֥דְו ׁשֵׁ֖שָו־טַהַּב תַ֥פְצִֽר לַ֛ע ףֶסֶ֗כָו

6 [There were hangings of] white cotton and blue wool, caught up by cords of fine linen 
and purple wool to silver rods and alabaster columns; and there were couches of gold and 
silver on a pavement of marble, alabaster, mother-of-pearl, and mosaics.  
 

  ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה דַ֥יְּכ בָ֖ר תּו֛כְלַמ ןיֵ֥יְו םיִ֑נֹוׁש םיִ֣לֵּכִמ םיִ֖לֵכְו בָ֔הָז יֵ֣לְכִּב ֙תֹוקְׁשַהְו ז
7 Royal wine was served in abundance, as befits a king, in golden beakers, beakers of 
varied design.  
 

  ׃ׁשיִֽאָו־ׁשיִא ןֹו֥צְרִּכ תֹוׂ֖שֲעַל ֹו֔תיֵּב בַ֣ר־לָּכ לַ֚ע ךְךֶלֶּ֗מַה דַּ֣סִי ׀ ןֵ֣כ־יִּכ סֵ֑נֹא ןיֵ֣א תָּ֖דַכ הָּ֥יִתְּׁשַהְו ח
8 And the rule for the drinking was, “No restrictions!” For the king had given orders to 
every palace steward to comply with each man’s wishes.  
 

  ס ׃ׁשֹוֽרֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֥מַל רֶׁ֖שֲא תּו֔כְלַּמַה תיֵּ֚ב םיִׁ֑שָנ הֵּ֣תְׁשִמ הָ֖תְׂשָע הָּ֔כְלַּמַה יִּ֣תְׁשַו םַּ֚ג ט
9 In addition, Queen Vashti gave a banquet for women, in the royal palace of King 
Ahasuerus.  
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 רַ֣תֵז ֙אָתְגַבֲאַו אָ֤תְגִּב אָ֜נֹובְרַח אָ֨תְּזִּב ןָמּוהְמִ֠ל רַ֡מָא ןִי ָּ֑יַּב ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַה־בֵל בֹו֥טְּכ יִ֔עיִבְּׁשַה ֙םֹוּיַּב י
  ׃ׁשֹוֽרֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֥מַה יֵ֖נְּפ־תֶא םיִ֔תְרָׁ֣שְמַה םיִ֔סיִרָּ֣סַה ֙תַעְבִׁש סַּ֔כְרַכְו

10 On the seventh day, when the king was merry with wine, he ordered Mehuman, 
Bizzetha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven eunuchs in 
attendance on King Ahasuerus,  
 

־תֶא ֙םיִרָּׂשַהְו םיִּ֤מַעָֽה תֹו֨אְרַהְל תּו֑כְלַמ רֶתֶ֣כְּב ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַה יֵ֥נְפִל הָּ֛כְלַּמַה יִּ֧תְׁשַו־תֶא איִבָהְ֠ל אי
  ׃איִֽה הֶ֖אְרַמ תַ֥בֹוט־יִּֽכ ּהָ֔יְפָי

11 to bring Queen Vashti before the king wearing a royal diadem, to display her beauty 
to the peoples and the officials; for she was a beautiful woman.  

 
 ֹו֖תָמֲחַו דֹ֔אְמ ֙ךְךֶלֶּ֙מַה ףֹ֤צְקִּיַו םיִ֑סיִרָּסַה דַ֣יְּב רֶׁ֖שֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֔מַה רַ֣בְדִּב ֙אֹובָל יִּ֗תְׁשַו הָּ֣כְלַּמַה ןֵ֞אָמְּתַו בי
  ׃ֹוֽב הָ֥רֲעָּב

12 But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command conveyed by the eunuchs. 
The king was greatly incensed, and his fury burned within him. 
 
 
Vashti’s Girl 
Music by Rick Springfield 
Words by A. A. & The Jesters 
 
Vashti’s like a friend  
Yeah, she’s technically a queen of mine  
But lately she’s not dancing at a request of mine 
Vashti’s her own girl, and I cannot make her 

mine. 
 
Yeah, she’s avoiding all those guys 
And she’s wearing clothes on her body. I just 

know it. 
And she’s ruminating late, late at night. 
 
You know I’m thinking she’s just Vashti’s girl. 
I wish that she weren’t Vashti’s girl. 
Why can’t I have a woman like that? 
 
I play at my masquerade 
While she gears up for a regime change. 

 
13 This requires a little bit of math. Esther 1:1 said that 
Achashverosh was in charge of 127 provinces. Esther 

You know I feel so guilty when I think of given’ 
her the boot 

I wanna cut her off from the royalty and all the 
castle loot. 

 
We’re not watching her with those eyes,  
And she’s hidin’ away with her body—I just 

know it— 
Until she’s removed by guards late, late at night. 
 
You know I’m thinking she’s just Vashti’s girl. 
I wish that she weren’t Vashti’s girl. 
Why can’t I have a woman like that? 
Vashti’s a girl. 
Why can’t I have Vashti’s girl 
Why can’t I have a woman like that? 
Where do you send a woman like that? 

 
Why won’t she dress up nice all the time? 
Why won’t she dance for my 500+ friends and 

me? 13 

2:3 says that the banquet was for at least four different 
kinds of political figures from each of the provinces—
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And I wish I had the time  
To figure out what’s wrong with Vashti? 
 
Tell me where to find a woman like that. 
 
I wish she weren’t Vashti’s girl. 

I bet she’s happy as Vashti’s girl. 
She’s just Vashti’s girl. 
Can I objectify a woman like that— 
Like Vashti’s girl? 
I wish she weren’t Vashti’s girl. 
I’ll get rid of Vashti’s girl. 

 

 
Esther 2:15–23 

 

ֹל ךְךֶלֶּ֗מַה־לֶא אֹו֣בָל תַ֜בְל ֹו֨ל־חַֽקָל ֩רֶׁשֲא יַ֡כֳּדְרָמ דֹּ֣ד לִיַ֣חיִבֲא־תַּב רֵּ֣תְסֶא־רֹּת ַעיִּ֣גַהְבּו וט  א֤
 ןֵ֔ח תאֵׂ֣שֹנ ֙רֵּתְסֶא יִ֤הְּתַו םיִׁ֑שָּנַה רֵ֣מֹׁש ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַה־סיִרְס יַ֥גֵה רַ֛מֹאי רֶׁ֥שֲא־תֶא םִ֣א יִּ֠כ רָ֔בָּד ֙הָׁשְקִב
  ׃ָהיֶֽאֹר־לָּכ יֵ֖ניֵעְּב

15 When the turn came for Esther daughter of Abihail—the uncle of Mordecai, who had 
adopted her as his own daughter—to go to the king, she did not ask for anything but 
what Hegai, the king’s eunuch, guardian of the women, advised. Yet Esther won the 
admiration of all who saw her.  
 

 תֵ֑בֵט ׁשֶדֹ֣ח־אּוה יִ֖ריִׂשֲעָה ׁשֶדֹ֥חַּב ֹו֔תּוכְלַמ תיֵּ֣ב־לֶא ׁ֙שֹורֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֤מַה־לֶא רֵּ֜תְסֶא חַ֨קָּלִּתַו זט
  ׃ֹוֽתּוכְלַמְל עַבֶׁ֖ש־תַנְׁשִּב

16 Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, in his royal palace, in the tenth month, which is 
the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. 
 

ֹלּותְּבַה־לָּכִמ ויָ֖נָפְל דֶסֶ֛חָו ןֵ֥ח־אָּׂשִּתַו םיִׁ֔שָּנַה־לָּכִמ ֙רֵּתְסֶא־תֶא ךְךֶלֶּ֤מַה בַ֨הֱאֶּיַו זי ־רֶתֶּֽכ םֶׂשָּ֤יַו ת֑
  ׃יִּֽתְׁשַו תַחַּ֥ת ָהֶ֖כיִלְמַּיַו ּהָׁ֔שֹארְּב ֙תּוכְלַמ

17 The king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she won his grace and 
favor more than all the virgins. So he set a royal diadem on her head and made her 
queen instead of Vashti.  
 

 הָׂ֔שָע ֙תֹוניִדְּמַל הָ֤חָנֲהַו רֵּ֑תְסֶא הֵּ֣תְׁשִמ תֵ֖א ויָ֔דָבֲעַו ֙ויָרָׂש־לָכְל לֹו֗דָג הֶּ֣תְׁשִמ ךְךֶלֶּ֜מַה ׂשַעַּ֨יַו חי
  ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה דַ֥יְּכ תֵ֖אְׂשַמ ןֵּ֥תִּיַו

18 The king gave a great banquet for all his officials and courtiers, “the banquet of 
Esther.” He proclaimed a remission of taxes for the provinces and distributed gifts as 
befits a king.  
 

  ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה־רַעַֽׁשְּב בֵׁ֥שֹי יַ֖כֳּדְרָמּו תיִ֑נֵׁש תֹו֖לּותְּב ץֵ֥בָּקִהְבּו טי

 
so that gives us 127 x 4, which equals 508. And then 
you add a few more people into the mix, and—

woah!—a party of this size sounds dangerous in the 
era of COVID-19. Gevalt! 
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19 When the virgins were assembled a second time, Mordecai sat in the palace gate.  
 

 ֙יַכֳּדְרָמ רַ֤מֲאַמ־תֶאְו יָ֑כֳּדְרָמ ָהיֶ֖לָע הָּ֥וִצ רֶׁ֛שֲאַּכ ּהָּ֔מַע־תֶאְו ּ֙הָּתְדַלֹוֽמ תֶד ֶּ֤גַמ רֵּ֗תְסֶא ןיֵ֣א כ
  (ס( ׃ֹוּֽתִא הָ֖נְמָאְב הָ֥תְיָה רֶׁ֛שֲאַּכ הָׂ֔שֹע רֵּ֣תְסֶא

20 But Esther still did not reveal her kindred or her people, as Mordecai had instructed 
her; for Esther obeyed Mordecai’s bidding, as she had done when she was under his 
tutelage.  
 

 יֵ֣רְמֹּׁשִמ ֙ךְךֶלֶּ֙מַה יֵ֤סיִרָס־יֵֽנְׁש ׁשֶרֶ֜תָו ןָ֨תְגִּב ֩ףַצָק ךְךֶלֶּ֑מַה־רַעַֽׁשְּב בֵׁ֣שֹי יַ֖כֳּדְרָמּו םֵ֔הָה םיִ֣מָּיַּב אכ
ֹלְׁשִל ּ֙וׁשְקַבְיַו ףַּ֔סַה   ׃ׁשֹר ֵֽוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַּב דָ֔י ַח֣

21 At that time, when Mordecai was sitting in the palace gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two 
of the king’s eunuchs who guarded the threshold, became angry, and plotted to do away 
with King Ahasuerus.  
 

ֹּתַו הָּ֑כְלַּמַה רֵּ֣תְסֶאְל דֵּ֖גַּיַו יַ֔כֳּדְרָמְל ֙רָבָּדַה עַ֤דָּוִּיַו בכ   ׃יָֽכֳּדְרָמ םֵׁ֥שְּב ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַל רֵּ֛תְסֶא רֶמא֧
22 Mordecai learned of it and told it to Queen Esther, and Esther reported it to the king 
in Mordecai’s name.  
 

 ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה יֵ֥נְפִל םיִ֖מָּיַה יֵ֥רְבִּד רֶפֵ֛סְּב בֵ֗תָּכִּיַו ץֵ֑ע־לַע םֶ֖היֵנְׁש ּו֥לָּתִּיַו אֵ֔צָּמִּיַו ֙רָבָּדַה ׁשַּ֤קֻבְיַו גכ
23 The matter was investigated and found to be so, and the two were impaled on stakes. 
This was recorded in the book of annals at the instance of the king. 
 
 

Hiss and Shout 
Music by Phil Medley and Bert Berns 
Lyrics by A. B. L. 
 
Shake it! Shake it! Shake your graggers now! (Shake 

your graggers!) 
Hiss and shout (Hiss and shout) 
When you hear Haman now! (When you hear 

Haman!) 
Come on, and work it on out! (Work it on out!) 
 
Well, there was a greedy king (greedy king), 
But he had a real neat queen (real neat queen). 
She had an uncle Mordechai (uncle Mordechai). 
He was a real fly guy (real fly guy). 
 
Shake it! Shake it! Shake your graggers now! (Shake 

your graggers!) 

Hiss and shout (Hiss and shout) 
When you hear Haman now! (When you hear 

Haman!) 
Come on, and work it on out! (Work it on out!) 
 
Haman was a real bad dude (real bad dude)— 
Did some real mean things (real mean things), 
But, in the end, he was nothin’ (he was nothin’). 
You know the man did swing (the man did swing). 
 
Shake it! Shake it! Shake your graggers now! (Shake 

your graggers!) 
Hiss and shout (Hiss and shout) 
When you hear Haman now! (When you hear 

Haman!) 
Come on, and work it on out! (Work it on out!) 
 
We’ve got to yell real hard (yell real hard)! 
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We’ve got to yell real loud (yell real loud)! 
We’ve got to shout to the world now (shout to the 

world) 
That we are strong and proud (strong and proud)! 
 
Shake it! Shake it! Shake your graggers now! (Shake 

your graggers!) 

Hiss and shout (Hiss and shout) 
When you hear Haman now! (When you hear 

Haman!) 
Come on, and work it on out! (Work it on out!) 
 
Oy! Oy! Oy! Oy! Oy!

 
 

Esther 3:5–8 
 

  ׃הָֽמֵח ןָ֖מָה אֵ֥לָּמִּיַו ֹו֑ל הֶ֖וֲחַּתְׁשִֽמּו ַעֵ֥רֹּכ יַ֔כֳּדְרָמ ןיֵ֣א־יִּכ ןָ֔מָה אְר ַּ֣יַו ה
5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel or bow low to him, Haman was filled 
with rage.  
 

ֹלְׁשִל ויָ֗ניֵעְּב זֶבִּ֣יַו ו  דיִ֧מְׁשַהְל ןָ֗מָה ׁשֵּ֣קַבְיַו יָ֑כֳּדְרָמ םַ֣ע־תֶא ֹו֖ל ּודיִּ֥גִה־יִּֽכ ֹוּ֔דַבְל יַ֣כֳּדְרָמְּב ֙דָי ח֤
  ׃יָֽכֳּדְרָמ םַ֥ע ׁשֹו֖רֵוְׁשַחֲא תּו֥כְלַמ־לָכְּב רֶׁ֛שֲא םיִ֛דּוהְּיַה־לָּכ־תֶא

6 But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone; having been told who Mordecai’s 
people were, Haman plotted to do away with all the Jews, Mordecai’s people, throughout 
the kingdom of Ahasuerus.  
 

 אּו֨ה ֩רּוּפ ליִּ֣פִה ׁשֹו֑רֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַל הֵ֔רְׂשֶע םיֵּ֣תְׁש ֙תַנְׁשִּב ןָ֔סיִנ ׁשֶדֹ֣ח־אּוה ֙ןֹוׁשאִרָה ׁשֶדֹ֤חַּב ז
  ׃רָֽדֲא ׁשֶדֹ֥ח־אּוה רָׂ֖שָע־םיֵנְׁש ׁשֶדֹ֥חְל ׁשֶדֹ֛חֵמּו םֹו֛יְל ׀ םֹוּ֧יִמ ןָ֗מָה יֵ֣נְפִל לָ֜רֹוּגַה

7 In the first month, that is, the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, 
pur—which means “the lot”—was cast before Haman concerning every day and every 
month, [until it fell on] the twelfth month, that is, the month of Adar.  
 

ֹּיַו ח  תֹו֣ניִדְמ לֹ֖כְּב םיִּ֔מַעָֽה ןיֵּ֣ב ֙דָרֹפְמּו ר ָּ֤זֻפְמ דָ֗חֶא־םַע ֹו֣נְׁשֶי ׁשֹו֔רֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֣מַל ֙ןָמָה רֶמא֤
  ׃םָֽחיִּנַהְל הֶ֖וֹׁש־ןיֵא ךְךֶלֶּ֥מַלְו םיִׂ֔שֹע םָ֣ניֵא ֙ךְךֶלֶּ֙מַה יֵ֤תָּד־תֶאְו םָ֗ע־לָּכִמ תֹו֣נֹׁש םֶ֞היֵתָדְו ךָךֶ֑תּוכְלַמ

8 Haman then said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people, scattered and 
dispersed among the other peoples in all the provinces of your realm, whose laws are 
different from those of any other people and who do not obey the king’s laws; and it is 
not in Your Majesty’s interest to tolerate them. 
 
 
Livin’ on Ester 
Music by Richie Sambora, Desmond Child, Jon 

Bon Jovi 
Words by J. E. and the Jesters 
 

Once upon a time… only ‘bout 2,500 years 
ago… 

 
Vashti used to live with the king 
Until his request. 
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She’s down on her luck. She’s blue. She’s 
blueish. 

Now Esther is the king’s new bride— 
Won a contest 
But doesn’t tell the king she’s Jewish— 

So Jewish 
  
She says: Haman’s been acting odd.  
I’m not sure what he’s planning on. 
But I’m glad Mordechai is meeting me tomorrow 
At whatever o’ clock: 
 
Whoa! The time is nigh. 
Whoa, Mordechai— 
He and I’ll talk about what’s awry. 
Y’know, my uncle’s a spy. 
 
Mordechai and Esther talked.  
When he told Esther Haman’s plan, she balked. 
She’s shocked, so shocked. 
Esther doesn’t know what to do with these facts. 
She remembers her friends and knows  
She must act; she will act.  
 
She’s gotta go on to move ‘long the plot. 
It doesn’t make a difference if she’s Jewish or 

not. 

But concern for the other is asking a lot of 
TaNaKh.14 

She’ll give it a shot. 
 
Whoa! Esther’s in grief! 
Whoa! The disbelief! 
What happens if the king is displeased? 
Don’t get banished like Vashti. 
 
She has to speak to the king—ready or not. 
She has to save her people because she’s all 

they’ve got. 
 
Whoa! She summarizes to the king. 
Whoa! She surprises the king 
That Haman is a really bad thing . 
Whoa! She convinces the king. 
 
Woah, the kings replies: 
Haman is full of lies. 
Even officials with high-level ties 
Can seal a bad plan in an even worse guise. 
 
Whoa! Esther saved the day. 
Whoa! Esther saved the day. 
She saved the day with words she did say. 
Whoa! Esther saved the day. 

 
 

Esther 4:13–16 
 

ֹּיַו גי   ׃םיִֽדּוהְּיַה־לָּכִמ ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַה־תיֵּב טֵ֥לָּמִהְל ךְךֵׁ֔שְפַנְב יִּ֣מַדְּת־לַא רֵּ֑תְסֶא־לֶא ביִׁ֣שָהְל יַ֖כֳּדְרָמ רֶמא֥
13 Mordecai had this message delivered to Esther: “Do not imagine that you, of all the 
Jews, will escape with your life by being in the king’s palace.  
 

 ְּתַ֥אְו רֵ֔חַא םֹו֣קָּמִמ ֙םיִדּוהְּיַל דֹו֤מֲעַי הָ֞לָּצַהְו חַוֶ֣ר ֒תֹאּזַה תֵ֣עָּב ֮יִׁשיִרֲחַּת ׁשֵ֣רֲחַה־םִא יִּ֣כ די
ֹזָּכ תֵ֣עְל־םִא ַעֵ֔דֹוי יִ֣מּו ּודֵ֑בֹאּת ךְךיִ֖בָא־תיֵבּו   ׃תּוֽכְלַּמַל ְּתַעַּ֖גִה תא֔

14 On the contrary, if you keep silent in this crisis, relief and deliverance will come to 
the Jews from another quarter, while you and your father’s house will perish. And who 
knows, perhaps you have attained to royal position for just such a crisis.”  
 

 
14 The TaNaKh, the Hebrew Bible, contains a few 
stories that do not celebrate diversity and may agree 

certain xenophobic tendencies. Find out more at the 
local TaNaKh nearest to you. 
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ֹּתַו וט   ׃יָֽכֳּדְרָמ־לֶֽא ביִׁ֥שָהְל רֵּ֖תְסֶא רֶמא֥
15 Then Esther sent back this answer to Mordecai:  
 

ֹלְׁש ּוּ֜תְׁשִּת־לַאְו ּו֨לְכֹאּת־לַאְו יַלָ֠ע ּומּו֣צְו ןָׁ֗שּוׁשְּב םיִ֣אְצְמִּנַֽה םיִ֜דּוהְּיַה־לָּכ־תֶא סֹו֨נְּכ ֩ךְךֵל זט  תֶׁש֤
ֹל רֶׁ֣שֲא ֙ךְךֶלֶּ֙מַה־לֶא אֹו֤בָא ןֵ֞כְבּו ןֵּ֑כ םּו֣צָא יַ֖תֹרֲעַנְו יִ֥נֲא־םַּג םֹו֔יָו הָלְיַ֣ל ֙םיִמָי  רֶׁ֥שֲאַכְו תָּ֔דַכ־אֽ
  ׃יִּתְדָֽבָא יִּתְדַ֖בָא

16 “Go, assemble all the Jews who live in Shushan, and fast in my behalf; do not eat or 
drink for three days, night or day. I and my maidens will observe the same fast. Then I 
shall go to the king, though it is contrary to the law; and if I am to perish, I shall 
perish!” 
 

 
Esther 5:12–14 

 
 יִּ֣כ הָתָׂ֖שָע־רֶׁשֲא הֶּ֥תְׁשִּמַה־לֶא ךְךֶלֶּ֛מַה־םִע הָּ֧כְלַּמַה רֵּ֨תְסֶא ֩הָאיִבֵה־ֹאל ףַ֣א ֒ןָמָה ֮רֶמֹאּיַו בי
  ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה־םִע ּהָ֖ל־אּורָֽק יִ֥נֲא רָ֛חָמְל־םַגְו יִ֑תֹוא־םִא

12 “What is more,” said Haman, “Queen Esther gave a feast, and besides the king she 
did not have anyone but me. And tomorrow too I am invited by her along with the king.  
 

  ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה רַעַׁ֥שְּב בֵׁ֖שֹוי יִ֔דּוהְּיַה יַ֣כֳּדְרָמ־תֶא ֙הֶאֹר יִ֤נֲא רֶׁ֨שֲא תֵ֗ע־לָכְּב יִ֑ל הֶ֖וֹׁש ּוּנֶ֥ניֵא הֶ֕ז־לָכְו גי
13 Yet all this means nothing to me every time I see that Jew Mordecai sitting in the 
palace gate.”  
 

ֹּתַו די  ךְךֶלֶּ֗מַל רֹ֣מֱא ׀ רֶקֹּ֣בַבּו ֒הָּמַא םיִּׁ֣שִמֲח ַּהֹ֣בָּג ֮ץֵע־ּוׂשֲעַֽי ויָ֗בֲהֹֽא־לָכְו ֹוּ֜תְׁשִא ׁשֶרֶ֨ז ֹ֩ול רֶמא֣
ֹבּו ויָ֔לָע ֙יַכֳּדְרָמ־תֶֽא ּו֤לְתִיְו  ׂשַעַּ֥יַו ןָ֖מָה יֵ֥נְפִל רָ֛בָּדַה בַ֧טיִּיַו ַחֵ֑מָׂש הֶּ֖תְׁשִּמַה לֶא ךְךֶלֶּ֥מַה־םִע־אֽ
 ׃ץֵֽעָה

14 Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Let a stake be put up, fifty 
cubits high, and in the morning ask the king to have Mordecai impaled on it. Then you 
can go gaily with the king to the feast.” The proposal pleased Haman, and he had the 
stake put up. 
 

Esther 6:1–3 
ֹּיַו ךְךֶלֶּ֑מַה תַ֣נְׁש הָ֖דְדָנ אּו֔הַה הָלְיַּ֣לַּב א  ּו֥יְהִּיַו םיִ֔מָּיַה יֵ֣רְבִּד ֙תֹונֹרְכִּזַה רֶפֵ֤ס־תֶא איִ֞בָהְל רֶמא֗
  ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה יֵ֥נְפִל םיִ֖אָרְקִנ

1 That night, sleep deserted the king, and he ordered the book of records, the annals, to 
be brought; and it was read to the king.  
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 רֶׁ֤שֲא ףַּ֑סַה יֵ֖רְמֹּׁשִמ ךְךֶלֶּ֔מַה יֵ֣סיִרָס ֙יֵנְׁש ׁשֶרֶ֗תָו אָנָ֣תְגִּב־לַע יַ֜כֳּדְרָמ דיִּ֨גִה ֩רֶׁשֲא בּו֗תָכ אֵ֣צָּמִּיַו ב
ֹלְׁשִל ּ֙וׁשְקִּב   ׃ׁשֹוֽרֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַּב דָ֔י ַח֣

2 There it was found written that Mordecai had denounced Bigthana and Teresh, two of 
the king’s eunuchs who guarded the threshold, who had plotted to do away with King 
Ahasuerus.  
 

ֹּיַו ג ֹּיַו הֶ֑ז־לַע יַ֖כֳּדְרָמְל הָּ֛לּודְגּו רָ֧קְי הָׂ֞שֲעַּנ־הַֽמ ךְךֶלֶּ֔מַה רֶמא֣ ־ֹאל ויָ֔תְרָׁ֣שְמ ֙ךְךֶלֶּ֙מַה יֵ֤רֲעַנ ּו֜רְמא֨
  ׃רָֽבָּד ֹוּ֖מִע הָׂ֥שֲעַנ

3 “What honor or advancement has been conferred on Mordecai for this?” the king 
inquired. “Nothing at all has been done for him,” replied the king’s servants who were in 
attendance on him. 
 
 
The Haman Remembrance 
Music by Paul Williams and Kenneth Ascher 
Words by Cantor Michael Smolash and A. B. L. 
  
Why are there so many songs about Haman 
When we should be blotting his name? 
Haman’s a villain, the worst one in Shushan.  
He made Mussolini look tame. 
His childhood idols were all genocidal.  
He killed on a brief passing whim. 
But someday we’ll blot out the Haman 

remembrance 
And stop dressing kids up like him. 
 
Ya di di di… 

 
This year let’s all keep our masks on . . . 
 
Have we been half-asleep, and have we heard 

groggers? 
They’re spinning around in my brain. 
We tried to drown him out for thousands of years 

now and maybe gone kind of insane. 
We heard it too many times to ignore it, in 

parodies tasteless and flat. 
But someday we’ll blot out the Haman 

remembrance and stop making treats like his 
hat. 

 
Ya di di di…

 
 

Esther 7:3–6 

 
 יִ֤ל־ןֶתָּֽנִּת בֹו֑ט ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַה־לַע־םִאְו ךְךֶלֶּ֔מַה ֙ךָךיֶ֙ניֵעְּב ןֵ֤ח יִתאָ֨צָמ־םִא רַ֔מֹאּתַו ֙הָּכְלַּמַה רֵּ֤תְסֶא ןַעַּ֨תַו ג
  ׃יִֽתָׁשָּקַבְּב יִּ֖מַעְו יִ֔תָלֵ֣אְׁשִּב ֙יִׁשְפַנ

Queen Esther replied: “If Your Majesty will do me the favor, and if it pleases Your 
Majesty, let my life be granted me as my wish, and my people as my request.  
 

 יִּ֣כ יִּתְׁשַ֔רֱחֶה ּ֙ונְרַּ֙כְמִנ תֹו֤חָפְׁשִלְו םיִ֨דָבֲעַל ּוּלִאְ֠ו דֵּ֑בַאְלּו גֹו֣רֲהַל דיִ֖מְׁשַהְל יִּ֔מַעְו יִ֣נֲא ּ֙ונְרַּ֙כְמִנ יִּ֤כ ד
 ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה קֶז ֵ֥נְּב הֶ֖וֹׁש רָּ֛צַה ןיֵ֥א
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For we have been sold, my people and I, to be destroyed, massacred, and exterminated. 
Had we only been sold as bondmen and bondwomen, I would have kept silent; for the 
adversary is not worthy of the king’s trouble.”  
 

ֹּיַו ׁשֹו֔רֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֣מַה ֙רֶמ֙אֹּיַו ה  ֹוּ֖בִל ֹו֥אָלְמ־רֶׁשֲא אּו֔ה הֶ֣ז־יֵֽאְו ֙הֶז אּו֥ה יִ֣מ הָּ֑כְלַּמַה רֵּ֣תְסֶאְל רֶמא֖
  ׃ןֵּֽכ תֹוׂ֥שֲעַל

Thereupon King Ahasuerus demanded of Queen Esther, “Who is he and where is he who 
dared to do this?”  
 

ֹּתַו ו   ׃הָּֽכְלַּמַהְו ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַה יֵ֥נְפִּלִמ תַ֔עְבִנ ןָ֣מָהְו הֶּ֑זַה עָ֖רָה ןָ֥מָה בֵ֔יֹואְו רַ֣צ ׁשיִ֚א רֵּ֔תְסֶא־רֶמא֣
“The adversary and enemy,” replied Esther, “is this evil Haman!” And Haman cringed in 
terror before the king and the queen. 
 
 
Bad Haman 
Music by Billy Gibbons, Dusty Hill, and Frank 

Beard 
Words by J. M. and the Jesters 
 
Clean shirt. New shoes. 
And I don’t know where Vashti goin’ to. 
Vashti’s gone. I don’t know why. 
Need a new queen before I die 
 
They’ve come to warn me just as fast as they can. 
‘Cause everybody knows ‘bout that bad Haman. 
 
Esther and Mordechai— 

They’re both worried and I don’t know why.  
They say: That Haman  
Has come up with a bad, bad plan. 
 
They’ve come to warn me just as fast as they can 
‘Cause everybody knows ‘bout that bad Haman. 
 
The king's men and I 
Will not allow not one more lie, 
So, Haman, it’s time 
For you to pay for all of your crimes. 
 
They’ve come to warn me just as fast as they can 
‘Cause everybody knows ‘bout that bad Haman. 

 

 
Esther 8:1–3 

 
 םיידוהיה רֵ֣רֹצ ןָ֖מָה תיֵּ֥ב־תֶא הָּ֔כְלַּמַה רֵּ֣תְסֶאְל ׁ֙שֹורֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֤מַה ןַ֞תָנ אּו֗הַה םֹוּ֣יַּב א
  ׃ּהָֽל־אּוה הַ֥מ רֵּ֖תְסֶא הָדיִּ֥גִה־יִּֽכ ךְךֶלֶּ֔מַה יֵ֣נְפִל אָּ֚ב יַ֗כֳּדְרָמּו ]םיִ֑דּוהְּיַה[

1 That very day King Ahasuerus gave the property of Haman, the enemy of the Jews, to 
Queen Esther. Mordecai presented himself to the king, for Esther had revealed how he 
was related to her.  
 

 יַ֖כֳּדְרָמ־תֶֽא רֵּ֛תְסֶא םֶׂשָּ֧תַו יָ֑כֳּדְרָמְל ּהָ֖נְּתִּי ַֽו ןָ֔מָהֵֽמ ֙ריִבֱעֶֽה רֶׁ֤שֲא ֹוּ֗תְעַּבַט־תֶא ךְךֶלֶּ֜מַה רַסָּ֨יַו א
 ׃ןָֽמָה תיֵּ֥ב־לַע
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2 The king slipped off his ring, which he had taken back from Haman, and gave it to 
Mordecai; and Esther put Mordecai in charge of Haman’s property.  
 

 ֙תַעָר־תֶא ֙ריִבֲעַֽהְל ֹו֗ל־ןֶּנַחְתִּתַו ְּךְבֵּ֣תַו ויָ֑לְגַר יֵ֣נְפִל לֹּ֖פִּתַו ךְךֶלֶּ֔מַה יֵ֣נְפִל ֙רֵּבַדְּתַו רֵּ֗תְסֶא ףֶסֹוּ֣תַו ג
  ׃םיִֽדּוהְּיַה־לַע בַׁ֖שָח רֶׁ֥שֲא ֹוּ֔תְבַׁשֲחַֽמ ֙תֵאְו יִ֔גָגֲאָֽה ןָ֣מָה

3 Esther spoke to the king again, falling at his feet and weeping, and beseeching him to 
avert the evil plotted by Haman the Agagite against the Jews. 
 
 
 
Now We Remember 
Music by Neil Diamond 
Words by A. B. L. 
 
King A. and Haman spent their last days partying, 
Drunk and wicked making mad demands, 
Hoping for some naked fun. 
Vashti turned them down. 
Difficulties followed every day. 
 
Mordecai refused to bow, 
And now we remember 
Why we feast 
And share our food too 
We survived (woo)! We did the work! 
King A was a jerk! Miracles here! 
 
Seemed like Jews were only on the run again— 
Meant for being outcast or even worse. 
Mordecai outfoxed the king. 
Esther saved the day— 

Beauty, brains, commitment all the way 
 
Yes, she spoke her truth,  
And now we remember. 
Saved the youth 
And old-timers too. 
She’s in charge (woo)! Esther’s a leader. 
Haman’s a loser. Jews persevere. 
 
Haman and his sons 
Were in a deadly rut. 
Jews fought back 
And kicked some Shushan but 
 
Esther saved the day.  
And now we remember. 
Saved the youth  
And old-timers too. 
She’s in charge (woo)! Esther’s a leader. 
Mordy’s the winner. Jews persevere. 
 

 

 
Esther 9:18–32 

 
 ַחֹו֗נְו ֹוּ֑ב רָׂ֖שָע הָ֥עָּבְרַאְבּו ֹוּ֔ב ֙רָׂשָע הָֹׁ֤שלְׁשִּב ּ֙ולֲהְקִנ ןָׁ֗שּוׁשְּב־רֶׁשֲא ]םיִ֣דּוהְּיַהְו[ םיידוהיהו חי
  ׃הָֽחְמִׂשְו הֶּ֥תְׁשִמ םֹו֖י ֹו֔תֹא הֹׂ֣שָעְו ֹוּ֔ב ֙רָׂשָע הָּׁ֤שִמֲחַּב

18 But the Jews in Shushan mustered on both the thirteenth and fourteenth days, and 
so rested on the fifteenth, and made it a day of feasting and merrymaking.)  
 

 ֙רָׂשָע הָ֤עָּבְרַא םֹו֣י תֵ֠א םיִׂ֗שֹע ֒תֹוזָרְּפַה יֵ֣רָעְּב ֮םיִבְׁשֹּיַה ]םיִ֗זָרְּפַה[ םיזורפה םיִ֣דּוהְּיַה ןֵּ֞כ־לַע טי
 ׃ּוהֵֽעֵרְל ׁשיִ֥א תֹו֖נָמ ַחֹו֥לְׁשִמּו בֹו֑ט םֹו֣יְו הֶּ֖תְׁשִמּו הָ֥חְמִׂש רָ֔דֲא ׁשֶדֹ֣חְל
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19 That is why village Jews, who live in unwalled towns, observe the fourteenth day of 
the month of Adar and make it a day of merrymaking and feasting, and as a holiday and 
an occasion for sending gifts to one another.  
 

 ֙תֹוניִדְמ־לָכְּב ֙רֶׁשֲא םיִ֗דּוהְּיַה־לָּכ־לֶא םיִ֜רָפְס חַ֨לְׁשִּיַו הֶּלֵ֑אָה םיִ֖רָבְּדַה־תֶא יַ֔כֳּדְרָמ בֹּ֣תְכִּיַו כ
  ׃םיִֽקֹוחְרָהְו םיִ֖בֹורְּקַה ׁשֹו֔רֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֣מַה

20 Mordecai recorded these events. And he sent dispatches to all the Jews throughout 
the provinces of King Ahasuerus, near and far,  
 

 ֹוּ֑ב רָׂ֖שָע הָּׁ֥שִמֲח־םֹוי תֵ֛אְו רָ֔דֲא ׁשֶדֹ֣חְל ֙רָׂשָע הָ֤עָּבְרַא םֹו֣י תֵ֠א םיִׂ֗שֹע תֹו֣יְהִל ֒םֶהיֵלֲע ֮םֵּיַקְל אכ
  ׃הָֽנָׁשְו הָ֖נָׁש־לָכְּב

21 charging them to observe the fourteenth and fifteenth days of Adar, every year—  
 

 הָ֔חְמִׂשְל ֙ןֹוגָּיִמ םֶ֤הָל ךְךַּ֨פְהֶנ ֩רֶׁשֲא ׁשֶדֹ֗חַהְו םֶ֔היֵבְיֹו֣אֵמ ֙םיִדּוהְּיַה םֶ֤הָב ּוחָ֨נ־רֶׁשֲא םיִ֗מָּיַּכ בכ
 תֹו֖נָּתַמּו ּוהֵ֔עֵרְל ׁשיִ֣א ֙תֹונָמ ַחֹו֤לְׁשִמּו הָ֔חְמִׂשְו הֶּ֣תְׁשִמ ֙יֵמְי םָ֗תֹוא תֹוׂ֣שֲעַל בֹו֑ט םֹו֣יְל לֶבֵ֖אֵמּו
  ׃םיִֽנֹויְבֶאָֽל

22 the same days on which the Jews enjoyed relief from their foes and the same month 
which had been transformed for them from one of grief and mourning to one of festive 
joy. They were to observe them as days of feasting and merrymaking, and as an occasion 
for sending gifts to one another and presents to the poor.  
 

 ׃םֶֽהיֵלֲא יַ֖כֳּדְרָמ בַ֥תָּכ־רֶׁשֲא תֵ֛אְו תֹוׂ֑שֲעַל ּוּלֵ֖חֵה־רֶׁשֲא תֵ֥א םיִ֔דּוהְּיַה֙ לֵּבִקְו גכ
23 The Jews accordingly assumed as an obligation that which they had begun to practice 
and which Mordecai prescribed for them.  
 

 ֙רּוּפ ליִּ֥פִהְו םָ֑דְּבַאְל םיִ֖דּוהְּיַה־לַע בַׁ֥שָח םיִ֔דּוהְּיַה־לָּכ ֙רֵרֹצ יִ֗גָגֲאָֽה אָתָ֜דְּמַה־ןֶּֽב ןָ֨מָה ֩יִּכ דכ
  ׃םָֽדְּבַאְלּֽו םָּ֖מֻהְל לָ֔רֹוּגַה אּו֣ה

24 For Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the foe of all the Jews, had plotted to 
destroy the Jews, and had cast pur—that is, the lot—with intent to crush and 
exterminate them.  
 

 םיִ֖דּוהְּיַה־לַע בַׁ֥שָח־רֶׁשֲא הָ֛עָרָה ֹוּ֧תְבַׁשֲחַמ בּוׁ֞שָי רֶפֵּ֔סַה־םִע רַ֣מָא ֒ךְךֶלֶּמַה יֵ֣נְפִל ּ֮הָאֹבְבּו הכ
  ׃ץֵֽעָה־לַע ויָ֖נָּב־תֶאְו ֹו֛תֹא ּו֥לָתְו ֹוׁ֑שֹאר־לַע

25 But when [Esther] came before the king, he commanded: “With the promulgation of 
this decree, let the evil plot, which he devised against the Jews, recoil on his own head!” 
So they impaled him and his sons on the stake.  
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ֹּזַה תֶר ֶּ֣גִאָה יֵ֖רְבִּד־לָּכ־לַע ןֵּ֕כ־לַע רּוּ֔פַה םֵׁ֣ש־לַע ֙םיִרּופ הֶּלֵ֤אָה םיִ֨מָּיַל ּ֩ואְרָֽק ןֵּ֡כ־לַע וכ  תא֑
  ׃םֶֽהיֵלֲא ַעיִּ֖גִה הָ֥מּו הָכָּ֔כ־לַע ּו֣אָר־הָֽמּו

26 For that reason these days were named Purim, after pur. In view, then, of all the 
instructions in the said letter and of what they had experienced in that matter and what 
had befallen them,  
 

ֹלְו ֙םֶהיֵלֲע םיִ֤וְלִּנַה־לָּכ לַ֨עְו םָ֜עְרַז־לַעְו ׀ םֶ֨היֵלֲע ׀ ֩םיִדּוהְּיַה ]ּו֣לְּבִקְו[ לבקו ּו֣מְּיִק זכ  רֹו֔בֲעַי א֣
  ׃הָֽנָׁשְו הָ֖נָׁש־לָכְּב םָּ֑נַמְזִכְו םָ֖בָתְכִּכ הֶּלֵ֔אָה ֙םיִמָּיַה יֵ֤נְׁש תֵ֣א םיִׂ֗שֹע תֹו֣יְהִל

27 the Jews undertook and irrevocably obligated themselves and their descendants, and 
all who might join them, to observe these two days in the manner prescribed and at the 
proper time each year.  
 

 ריִ֣עְו הָ֖ניִדְמּו הָ֥ניִדְמ הָ֔חָּפְׁשִמּו ֙הָחָּפְׁשִמ רֹו֗דָו רֹוּ֣ד־לָכְּב םיִׂ֜שֲעַנְו םיִ֨רָּכְזִנ הֶּלֵאָ֠ה םיִ֣מָּיַהְו חכ
ֹל הֶּלֵ֗אָה םיִ֣רּוּפַה יֵ֞מיִו ריִ֑עָו   ׃םָֽעְרַּזִמ ףּו֥סָי־ֹאל םָ֖רְכִזְו םיִ֔דּוהְּיַה ךְךֹוּ֣תִמ ּ֙ורְבַעַֽי א֤

28 Consequently, these days are recalled and observed in every generation: by every 
family, every province, and every city. And these days of Purim shall never cease among 
the Jews, and the memory of them shall never perish among their descendants.  
 

 תֶר ֶּ֧גִא תֵ֣א םֵּ֗יַקְל ףֶקֹּ֑ת־לָּכ־תֶא יִ֖דּוהְּיַה יַ֥כֳּדְרָמּו לִיַ֛חיִבֲא־תַב הָּ֧כְלַּמַה רֵּ֨תְסֶא בֹּתְכִּתַ֠ו טכ
ֹּזַה םיִ֛רּוּפַה   ׃תיִֽנֵּׁשַה תא֖

29 Then Queen Esther daughter of Abihail wrote a second letter of Purim for the 
purpose of confirming with full authority the aforementioned one of Mordecai the Jew.  
 

 יֵ֥רְבִּד ׁשֹו֑רֵוְׁשַחֲא תּו֖כְלַמ הָ֔ניִדְמ ֙הָאֵמּו םיִ֤רְׂשֶעְו עַבֶׁ֨ש־לֶא םיִ֗דּוהְּיַה־לָּכ־לֶא םיִ֜רָפְס חַ֨לְׁשִּיַו ל
  ׃תֶֽמֱאֶו םֹו֖לָׁש

30 Dispatches were sent to all the Jews in the hundred and twenty-seven provinces of 
the realm of Ahasuerus with an ordinance of “equity and honesty:”  
 

 רֵּ֣תְסֶאְו ֙יִדּוהְּיַה יַ֤כֳּדְרָמ םֶ֜היֵלֲע םַּ֨יִק ֩רֶׁשֲאַּכ םֶ֗היֵּנַמְזִּב הֶּלֵ֜אָה םיִ֨רֻּפַה ֩יֵמְי־תֵא םֵּ֡יַקְל אל
  ׃םָֽתָקֲעַזְו תֹו֖מֹּצַה יֵ֥רְבִּד םָ֑עְרַז־לַעְו םָׁ֖שְפַנ־לַע ּו֥מְּיִק רֶׁ֛שֲאַכְו הָּ֔כְלַּמַה

31 These days of Purim shall be observed at their proper time, as Mordecai the Jew—
and now Queen Esther—has obligated them to do, and just as they have assumed for 
themselves and their descendants the obligation of the fasts with their lamentations.  
 

 ׃רֶפֵּֽסַּב בָּ֖תְכִנְו הֶּלֵ֑אָה םיִ֖רֻּפַה יֵ֥רְבִּד םַּ֕יִק רֵּ֔תְסֶא רַ֣מֲאַמּו בל
32 And Esther’s ordinance validating these observances of Purim was recorded in a 
scroll.  
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Esther 10:1–10:3 

 
  ׃םָּֽיַה יֵּ֥יִאְו ץֶרָ֖אָה־לַע סַ֛מ ]׀ ׁשֹו֧רֵוְׁשַחֲא[ שרשחא ךְךֶלֶּ֨מַה ֩םֶׂשָּיַו א

1 King Ahasuerus imposed tribute on the mainland and the islands.  
 

 םיִ֗בּותְּכ םֵ֣ה־אֹולֲה ךְךֶלֶּ֑מַה ֹו֖לְּדִּג רֶׁ֥שֲא יַ֔כֳּדְרָמ תַּ֣לֻדְּג ֙תַׁשָרָפּו ֹו֔תָרּו֣בְגּו ֹ֙וּפְקָת הֵׂ֤שֲעַמ־לָכְו ב
  ׃סָֽרָפּו יַ֥דָמ יֵ֖כְלַמְל םיִ֔מָּיַה יֵ֣רְבִּד ֙רֶפֵ֙ס־לַע

2 All his mighty and powerful acts, and a full account of the greatness to which the king 
advanced Mordecai, are recorded in the Annals of the Kings of Media and Persia.  
 

 ֙בֹוט ׁשֵ֥רֹּד ויָ֑חֶא בֹ֣רְל יּו֖צָרְו םיִ֔דּוהְּיַל֙ לֹודָגְו ׁשֹו֔רֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֣מַל ֙הֶנְׁשִמ יִ֗דּוהְּיַה יַ֣כֳּדְרָמ ׀ יִּ֣כ ג
  ׃ֹוֽעְרַז־לָכְל םֹו֖לָׁש רֵ֥בֹדְו ֹוּ֔מַעְל

3 For Mordecai the Jew ranked next to King Ahasuerus and was highly regarded by the 
Jews and popular with the multitude of his brethren; he sought the good of his people 
and interceded for the welfare of all his kindred.  

 
 
 

Hebrew text and translation taken from 
www.sefaria.org on 3.8.2020, based on Tanakh: 
The Holy Scriptures (Philadelphia: Jewish 
Publication Society, 1985). 
 
All of tonight’s videos were recorded by the 
selves and/or families of the performers. All of 
tonight’s videos were hastily edited by Rabbi 
Jonah Rank. No hamantaschen were harmed in 
the making of these videos. Please issue all 
complaints directly to Rabbi Jonah. 


