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PURIM MEGILLAH READIN’ 
ROCKIN’ EVE 5782 

at Kehilat HaNahar (New Hope, PA) 
March 16, 2022 

 
Tonight’s Megillah Readers may include 
M. G., A. K., R. K., A. B. L., J. L., Rabbi 
Diana Miller, and Rabbi Jonah Rank. 
 
Tonight’s musicians may include S. 
A.(percussion), B. K. (guitar), A. B. L. 

(vocals), E. L. (percussion and vocals), M. M. 
(guitar), Rabbi Diana Miller (vocals), H. P. 
(guitar), Rabbi Jonah Rank (piano and vocals), 
A. S. (bass and guitar), and L. W. (fiddle). 

 
 
Our Purim Spiel 
Music by Sherwood Schwartz and Frank De Vol 
New words by A. B. L. and E. L. 
 
Here’s a story of King A. and Haman,    
Who were busy plotting to kill the Jews. 
They were bad dudes—no doubt about it— 
With really unwoke views. 
 
Here’s a story, of a gal named Esther, 
And her wise uncle Mordechai. 
They were praying hard and also plotting,  
So all the Jews wouldn’t die— 
 

Till the one day when Esther told King A., 
She was a Jew in danger and needed an 
awesome deal 
He must save the Jews and get rid of creepy 
Haman,  
That’s the way this became our Purim Spiel 
 
Our Purim Spiel 
Our Purim Spiel 
That’s the way this became our Purim Spiel. 
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Rabbi Diana recites the opening blessings as found in our weekday prayer book1:

 

 

 
 

1 No express permission was obtained in writing from the publisher for the use of copying and reprinting this 
very small excerpt of Siddur Kol HaNeshamah Daily (Elkins Park, PA: Reconstructonist Press, 2006), pp. 388–
389. Rabbi Jonah however made a small donation to Reconstructing Judaism exceeding the recommended 
payment instructions in the front of our prayerbook. AND THEN RABBI JONAH GOT SUED THIS 
MORNING FOR $5 BILLION FOR COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT! Oy, this Purim is already starting out 
more litigious than last year did!  
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Rabbi Diana reads: 
Esther 1:1–12 

 
  ׃הָֽניִדְמ הָ֖אֵמּו םיִ֥רְׂשֶעְו עַבֶׁ֛ש ׁשּוּ֔כ־דַעְו ּוּדֹ֣הֵמ ֙ךְךֵלֹּמַה ׁשֹו֗רֵוְׁשַחֲא אּו֣ה ׁשֹו֑רֵוְׁשַחֲא יֵ֣מיִּב יִ֖הְיַו א

1 It happened in the days of Ahasuerus—that Ahasuerus who reigned over a hundred 
and twenty-seven provinces from India to Ethiopia.  
 

  ׃הָֽריִּבַה ןַׁ֥שּוׁשְּב רֶׁ֖שֲא ֹו֔תּוכְלַמ אֵּ֣סִּכ לַ֚ע ׁשֹו֗רֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֣מַה ׀ תֶבֶׁ֣שְּכ םֵ֑הָה םיִ֖מָּיַּב ב
2 In those days, when King Ahasuerus occupied the royal throne in the fortress Shushan,  
 

 יֵ֥רָׂשְו םיִ֛מְּתְרַּפַֽה יַ֗דָמּו סַ֣רָּפ ׀ ליֵ֣ח ויָ֑דָבֲעַו ויָ֖רָׂש־לָכְל הֶּ֔תְׁשִמ הָׂ֣שָע ֹו֔כְלָמְל ׁ֙שֹולָׁש תַ֤נְׁשִּב ג
  ׃ויָֽנָפְל תֹו֖ניִדְּמַה

3 in the third year of his reign, he gave a banquet for all the officials and courtiers—the 
administration of Persia and Media, the nobles and the governors of the provinces in his 
service.  
 

 תַ֖אְמּו םיִ֥נֹומְׁש םיִּ֔בַר םיִ֣מָי ֹו֑תָּלּודְּג תֶרֶ֖אְפִּת רָ֔קְי־תֶ֨אְו ֹו֔תּוכְלַמ דֹו֣בְּכ ֙רֶׁשֹ֨ע־תֶא ֹו֗תֹאְרַהְּב ד
  ׃םֹוֽי

4 For no fewer than a hundred and eighty days he displayed the vast riches of his 
kingdom and the splendid glory of his majesty.  
 

־דַעְו לֹודָּ֧גִמְל הָ֜ריִּבַה ןַׁ֨שּוׁשְּב ֩םיִאְצְמִּנַה םָ֣עָה־לָכְל ךְךֶלֶּ֡מַה הָׂ֣שָע הֶּלֵ֗אָה םיִ֣מָּיַה ׀ תאֹו֣לְמִבּו ה
  ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה ןַ֖תיִּב תַּ֥נִּג רַ֕צֲחַּב םיִ֑מָי תַ֣עְבִׁש הֶּ֖תְׁשִמ ןָ֛טָק

5 At the end of this period, the king gave a banquet for seven days in the court of the 
king’s palace garden for all the people who lived in the fortress Shushan, high and low 
alike.  
 

 בָ֣הָז ׀ תֹוּ֣טִמ ׁשֵׁ֑ש יֵדּוּ֣מַעְו ףֶסֶ֖כ יֵליִ֥לְּג־לַע ןָ֔מָּגְרַאְו ץּו֣ב־יֵלְבַחְּב ֙זּוחָא תֶלֵ֗כְתּו סַּ֣פְרַּכ ׀ רּו֣ח ו
  ׃תֶרָֽחֹסְו רַ֥דְו ׁשֵׁ֖שָו־טַהַּב תַ֥פְצִֽר לַ֛ע ףֶסֶ֗כָו

6 [There were hangings of] white cotton and blue wool, caught up by cords of fine linen 
and purple wool to silver rods and alabaster columns; and there were couches of gold and 
silver on a pavement of marble, alabaster, mother-of-pearl, and mosaics.  
 

  ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה דַ֥יְּכ בָ֖ר תּו֛כְלַמ ןיֵ֥יְו םיִ֑נֹוׁש םיִ֣לֵּכִמ םיִ֖לֵכְו בָ֔הָז יֵ֣לְכִּב ֙תֹוקְׁשַהְו ז
7 Royal wine was served in abundance, as befits a king, in golden beakers, beakers of 
varied design.  
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  ׃ׁשיִֽאָו־ׁשיִא ןֹו֥צְרִּכ תֹוׂ֖שֲעַל ֹו֔תיֵּב בַ֣ר־לָּכ לַ֚ע ךְךֶלֶּ֗מַה דַּ֣סִי ׀ ןֵ֣כ־יִּכ סֵ֑נֹא ןיֵ֣א תָּ֖דַכ הָּ֥יִתְּׁשַהְו ח
8 And the rule for the drinking was, “No restrictions!” For the king had given orders to 
every palace steward to comply with each man’s wishes.  
 

  ס ׃ׁשֹוֽרֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֥מַל רֶׁ֖שֲא תּו֔כְלַּמַה תיֵּ֚ב םיִׁ֑שָנ הֵּ֣תְׁשִמ הָ֖תְׂשָע הָּ֔כְלַּמַה יִּ֣תְׁשַו םַּ֚ג ט
9 In addition, Queen Vashti gave a banquet for women, in the royal palace of King 
Ahasuerus.  
 

 רַ֣תֵז ֙אָתְגַבֲאַו אָ֤תְגִּב אָ֜נֹובְרַח אָ֨תְּזִּב ןָמּוהְמִ֠ל רַ֡מָא ןִי ָּ֑יַּב ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַה־בֵל בֹו֥טְּכ יִ֔עיִבְּׁשַה ֙םֹוּיַּב י
  ׃ׁשֹוֽרֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֥מַה יֵ֖נְּפ־תֶא םיִ֔תְרָׁ֣שְמַה םיִ֔סיִרָּ֣סַה ֙תַעְבִׁש סַּ֔כְרַכְו

10 On the seventh day, when the king was merry with wine, he ordered Mehuman, 
Bizzetha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven eunuchs in 
attendance on King Ahasuerus,  
 

־תֶא ֙םיִרָּׂשַהְו םיִּ֤מַעָֽה תֹו֨אְרַהְל תּו֑כְלַמ רֶתֶ֣כְּב ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַה יֵ֥נְפִל הָּ֛כְלַּמַה יִּ֧תְׁשַו־תֶא איִבָהְ֠ל אי
  ׃איִֽה הֶ֖אְרַמ תַ֥בֹוט־יִּֽכ ּהָ֔יְפָי

11 to bring Queen Vashti before the king wearing a royal diadem, to display her beauty 
to the peoples and the officials; for she was a beautiful woman.  

 
 ֹו֖תָמֲחַו דֹ֔אְמ ֙ךְךֶלֶּ֙מַה ףֹ֤צְקִּיַו םיִ֑סיִרָּסַה דַ֣יְּב רֶׁ֖שֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֔מַה רַ֣בְדִּב ֙אֹובָל יִּ֗תְׁשַו הָּ֣כְלַּמַה ןֵ֞אָמְּתַו בי
  ׃ֹוֽב הָ֥רֲעָּב

12 But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command conveyed by the eunuchs. 
The king was greatly incensed, and his fury burned within him. 
 

 
R. K. reads: 

Esther 2:15–23 
 

ֹל ךְךֶלֶּ֗מַה־לֶא אֹו֣בָל תַ֜בְל ֹו֨ל־חַֽקָל ֩רֶׁשֲא יַ֡כֳּדְרָמ דֹּ֣ד לִיַ֣חיִבֲא־תַּב רֵּ֣תְסֶא־רֹּת ַעיִּ֣גַהְבּו וט  א֤
 ןֵ֔ח תאֵׂ֣שֹנ ֙רֵּתְסֶא יִ֤הְּתַו םיִׁ֑שָּנַה רֵ֣מֹׁש ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַה־סיִרְס יַ֥גֵה רַ֛מֹאי רֶׁ֥שֲא־תֶא םִ֣א יִּ֠כ רָ֔בָּד ֙הָׁשְקִב
  ׃ָהיֶֽאֹר־לָּכ יֵ֖ניֵעְּב

15 When the turn came for Esther daughter of Abihail—the uncle of Mordecai, who had 
adopted her as his own daughter—to go to the king, she did not ask for anything but 
what Hegai, the king’s eunuch, guardian of the women, advised. Yet Esther won the 
admiration of all who saw her.  
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 תֵ֑בֵט ׁשֶדֹ֣ח־אּוה יִ֖ריִׂשֲעָה ׁשֶדֹ֥חַּב ֹו֔תּוכְלַמ תיֵּ֣ב־לֶא ׁ֙שֹורֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֤מַה־לֶא רֵּ֜תְסֶא חַ֨קָּלִּתַו זט
  ׃ֹוֽתּוכְלַמְל עַבֶׁ֖ש־תַנְׁשִּב

16 Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, in his royal palace, in the tenth month, which is 
the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. 
 

ֹלּותְּבַה־לָּכִמ ויָ֖נָפְל דֶסֶ֛חָו ןֵ֥ח־אָּׂשִּתַו םיִׁ֔שָּנַה־לָּכִמ ֙רֵּתְסֶא־תֶא ךְךֶלֶּ֤מַה בַ֨הֱאֶּיַו זי ־רֶתֶּֽכ םֶׂשָּ֤יַו ת֑
  ׃יִּֽתְׁשַו תַחַּ֥ת ָהֶ֖כיִלְמַּיַו ּהָׁ֔שֹארְּב ֙תּוכְלַמ

17 The king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she won his grace and 
favor more than all the virgins. So he set a royal diadem on her head and made her 
queen instead of Vashti.  
 

 הָׂ֔שָע ֙תֹוניִדְּמַל הָ֤חָנֲהַו רֵּ֑תְסֶא הֵּ֣תְׁשִמ תֵ֖א ויָ֔דָבֲעַו ֙ויָרָׂש־לָכְל לֹו֗דָג הֶּ֣תְׁשִמ ךְךֶלֶּ֜מַה ׂשַעַּ֨יַו חי
  ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה דַ֥יְּכ תֵ֖אְׂשַמ ןֵּ֥תִּיַו

18 The king gave a great banquet for all his officials and courtiers, “the banquet of 
Esther.” He proclaimed a remission of taxes for the provinces and distributed gifts as 
befits a king.  
 

  ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה־רַעַֽׁשְּב בֵׁ֥שֹי יַ֖כֳּדְרָמּו תיִ֑נֵׁש תֹו֖לּותְּב ץֵ֥בָּקִהְבּו טי
19 When the virgins were assembled a second time, Mordecai sat in the palace gate.  
 

 ֙יַכֳּדְרָמ רַ֤מֲאַמ־תֶאְו יָ֑כֳּדְרָמ ָהיֶ֖לָע הָּ֥וִצ רֶׁ֛שֲאַּכ ּהָּ֔מַע־תֶאְו ּ֙הָּתְדַלֹוֽמ תֶד ֶּ֤גַמ רֵּ֗תְסֶא ןיֵ֣א כ
  (ס( ׃ֹוּֽתִא הָ֖נְמָאְב הָ֥תְיָה רֶׁ֛שֲאַּכ הָׂ֔שֹע רֵּ֣תְסֶא

20 But Esther still did not reveal her kindred or her people, as Mordecai had instructed 
her; for Esther obeyed Mordecai’s bidding, as she had done when she was under his 
tutelage.  
 

 יֵ֣רְמֹּׁשִמ ֙ךְךֶלֶּ֙מַה יֵ֤סיִרָס־יֵֽנְׁש ׁשֶרֶ֜תָו ןָ֨תְגִּב ֩ףַצָק ךְךֶלֶּ֑מַה־רַעַֽׁשְּב בֵׁ֣שֹי יַ֖כֳּדְרָמּו םֵ֔הָה םיִ֣מָּיַּב אכ
ֹלְׁשִל ּ֙וׁשְקַבְיַו ףַּ֔סַה   ׃ׁשֹר ֵֽוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַּב דָ֔י ַח֣

21 At that time, when Mordecai was sitting in the palace gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two 
of the king’s eunuchs who guarded the threshold, became angry, and plotted to do away 
with King Ahasuerus.  
 

ֹּתַו הָּ֑כְלַּמַה רֵּ֣תְסֶאְל דֵּ֖גַּיַו יַ֔כֳּדְרָמְל ֙רָבָּדַה עַ֤דָּוִּיַו בכ   ׃יָֽכֳּדְרָמ םֵׁ֥שְּב ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַל רֵּ֛תְסֶא רֶמא֧
22 Mordecai learned of it and told it to Queen Esther, and Esther reported it to the king 
in Mordecai’s name.  
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 ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה יֵ֥נְפִל םיִ֖מָּיַה יֵ֥רְבִּד רֶפֵ֛סְּב בֵ֗תָּכִּיַו ץֵ֑ע־לַע םֶ֖היֵנְׁש ּו֥לָּתִּיַו אֵ֔צָּמִּיַו ֙רָבָּדַה ׁשַּ֤קֻבְיַו גכ
23 The matter was investigated and found to be so, and the two were impaled on stakes. 
This was recorded in the book of annals at the instance of the king. 
 
 
Palace Gates 
Music technically by Paul McCartney, but John 

Lennon gets credit too 
Words by Rabbi Jonah Rank 
 
The palace gates there had some eunuchs 

studying master plans 
For every head of state they’d like to 

overthrow.2 
Mordecai was pretty shocked to see 
A planned conspiracy. 
 
At the threshold there was Bigtan with his 

narcissism. 
His parents thought that he was the gods’ gift to 

Earth.3 
Still though Bigtan never whispers softly in the 

open air, 
So self-unaware. 
 
Palace gates invite your ears and all your eyes. 
Secrets surface here before guards realize. 
Mordy sits, and, meanwhile, by the 
 
Palace gates, by Bigtan, someone else is all fed 

up—  

 
2 Check out the story in Esther 2:21–23.  
3 According to Dr. Thamar E. Gindin in The Book of Esther Unmasked (commenting on Esther 2:21), Bigtan’s 
name seems to come from the Old Persian baga dāna, which means something like “the place where a god lays 
down creation.” 
4 Indeed, according to Dr. Gindin (in the same book and place), Teresh is a name derived from Taurvi (or 
Taurvish), the demon of destruction and counterpart to Haurvatat, the Zoroastrian female deity of perfection. 
5 Esther and Mordechai discussed the plot Mordechai overheard. Whether he was her uncle or not is a bit 
confusing based off of reading such verses as Esther 2:15 and Esther 2:7. 
6 Xerxes, the real-life Persian king upon whom Achashverosh is based in the Scroll of Esther, actually was 
eventually assassinated. 
7 The Hebrew Scroll of Esther tells a very different story about Bigtan and Teresh’s plot to kill Achashverosh 
than the narration of this story that appears in the Greek Septuagint’s version of Esther. Supposedly the Greek is 
just a translation, but the Greek Book of Esther is definitely not the same thing as the Hebrew Bible’s version. 

Someone demonic, like a foil to a queen. 
Yes, Teresh’s family knew his name’d mean 
He could be quite mean.4 
 
Palace gates invite your ears and all your eyes: 
A ground for gossip and green grapevine spies 
Beyond summer. Meanwhile back 
 
Beyond the lookout on the scene of all the 

brouhaha, 
A Jewish queen could get some recon from a 

mole. 
Though not all uncles can fulfill this role,5 
This Mort can patrol 
 
Palace gates, where murders wait for other 

junctures, 
Where the chances of survival may feel slim,6 
Where the plot thickens with opposing strains 

unarranged7— 
Very strange. 
 
Palace gates invite your ears and all your eyes. 
Watch the palace gates’ paint as it dries. 
Let’s sit with meanies as the 
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Palace gates invite your ears and all your eyes: 
There, where bad ideas can materialize— 

Palace gates. 

 
 

A. K. reads: 
Esther 3:5–8 

 

  ׃הָֽמֵח ןָ֖מָה אֵ֥לָּמִּיַו ֹו֑ל הֶ֖וֲחַּתְׁשִֽמּו ַעֵ֥רֹּכ יַ֔כֳּדְרָמ ןיֵ֣א־יִּכ ןָ֔מָה אְר ַּ֣יַו ה
5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel or bow low to him, Haman was filled 
with rage.  
 

ֹלְׁשִל ויָ֗ניֵעְּב זֶבִּ֣יַו ו  דיִ֧מְׁשַהְל ןָ֗מָה ׁשֵּ֣קַבְיַו יָ֑כֳּדְרָמ םַ֣ע־תֶא ֹו֖ל ּודיִּ֥גִה־יִּֽכ ֹוּ֔דַבְל יַ֣כֳּדְרָמְּב ֙דָי ח֤
  ׃יָֽכֳּדְרָמ םַ֥ע ׁשֹו֖רֵוְׁשַחֲא תּו֥כְלַמ־לָכְּב רֶׁ֛שֲא םיִ֛דּוהְּיַה־לָּכ־תֶא

6 But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone; having been told who Mordecai’s 
people were, Haman plotted to do away with all the Jews, Mordecai’s people, throughout 
the kingdom of Ahasuerus.  
 

 אּו֨ה ֩רּוּפ ליִּ֣פִה ׁשֹו֑רֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַל הֵ֔רְׂשֶע םיֵּ֣תְׁש ֙תַנְׁשִּב ןָ֔סיִנ ׁשֶדֹ֣ח־אּוה ֙ןֹוׁשאִרָה ׁשֶדֹ֤חַּב ז
  ׃רָֽדֲא ׁשֶדֹ֥ח־אּוה רָׂ֖שָע־םיֵנְׁש ׁשֶדֹ֥חְל ׁשֶדֹ֛חֵמּו םֹו֛יְל ׀ םֹוּ֧יִמ ןָ֗מָה יֵ֣נְפִל לָ֜רֹוּגַה

7 In the first month, that is, the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, 
pur—which means “the lot”—was cast before Haman concerning every day and every 
month, [until it fell on] the twelfth month, that is, the month of Adar.  
 

ֹּיַו ח  תֹו֣ניִדְמ לֹ֖כְּב םיִּ֔מַעָֽה ןיֵּ֣ב ֙דָרֹפְמּו ר ָּ֤זֻפְמ דָ֗חֶא־םַע ֹו֣נְׁשֶי ׁשֹו֔רֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֣מַל ֙ןָמָה רֶמא֤
  ׃םָֽחיִּנַהְל הֶ֖וֹׁש־ןיֵא ךְךֶלֶּ֥מַלְו םיִׂ֔שֹע םָ֣ניֵא ֙ךְךֶלֶּ֙מַה יֵ֤תָּד־תֶאְו םָ֗ע־לָּכִמ תֹו֣נֹׁש םֶ֞היֵתָדְו ךָךֶ֑תּוכְלַמ

8 Haman then said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people, scattered and 
dispersed among the other peoples in all the provinces of your realm, whose laws are 
different from those of any other people and who do not obey the king’s laws; and it is 
not in Your Majesty’s interest to tolerate them. 
 
 
Fallin’ 
Music by Alicia Keys 
Words by Rabbi Jonah Rank 
 
I keep from fallin’ 

 
8 Esther 3:2 describes the king’s servants all 
kneeling and bowing to Haman while Mordecai 
refuses to do so. In the next verse, the king’s 

On the ground so low 
To you. 
 
Most times you don’t notice.8 
I must be out of view. 

servants ask Mordecai to explain his (in)actions day 
after day, and the servants explain this to Haman in 
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You might think you’re a god, 9 
But gods don’t wear shoes. 
I seek an exemption 
As do all other Jews. 
 
I keep from fallin’ 
On the ground so low to you. 
I never worship people. 
Let me take you to school. 
 
Kometz-alef: oh!10 
 
I 
Must briefly complain: 
Monotheism is more than leisure. 
Do I have to explain? (Oy, vey.) 
Idolatry is a thought or act bestowing upon 

another entity  
Devotion that to a religion’s centralized deity is 

otherwise due. 
Divinity is within us 
But not because the king promoted you.11 
 
I keep from fallin’ 
On the ground so low to you. 
I never worship persons 

Ancient Persians might on cue. 
 
Not maybe! 
Mordecai’s not fallin’. 
Mordecai’s not fallin’. 
I won’t fall 
At 
All. 
 
I keep from fallin’ 

On the ground so low to you. 
I never worship creatures. 
You’re not God; get a clue. 
 
I keep from fallin’ 

On the ground so low to you. 
I never worship humans. 
Once again, let’s review: 
 
I keep from fallin’ 

On the ground so low to you. 
I never worship any Hamans. 
This convo is through. 
 
Nu? 

 

 
verse 4. It takes until verse 5 before Haman finally 
notices Mordecai not bowing. 
9 Some scholars have suggested that the name 
Haman comes from the ancient Elamite god 
Humban (sometimes spelled Xumban). See Dr. 
Thamar Gindin’s The Book of Esther Unmasked 
(Location 1704 of 3891). 
10 This line, stolen from the classic Yiddish song 
“Oyfn Pripetshik” by Mark Markovich Warshawsky 
(1848–1907), presents the soundscape of a rabbi 
teaching schoolchildren how to pronounce the 

letter alef with the vowel kamatz (which looks like 
an English-language capital T) beneath it and, in the 
Russian pronunciation, sounded like “oh.” This is 
really a cheap joke for people who like that Alicia 
Keys sang “Oh, Oh,” in this part of the original 
song, but now that you’ve sunk this deep in the 
footnote, you may as well pull on your to-do list 
“Memorize all of ‘Oyfn Pripetshik’—just in case.” 
11 Esther 3:1 describes the king promoting Haman 
in the royal court. 
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R. K. reads: 
Esther 4:13–16 

 
ֹּיַו גי   ׃םיִֽדּוהְּיַה־לָּכִמ ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַה־תיֵּב טֵ֥לָּמִהְל ךְךֵׁ֔שְפַנְב יִּ֣מַדְּת־לַא רֵּ֑תְסֶא־לֶא ביִׁ֣שָהְל יַ֖כֳּדְרָמ רֶמא֥

13 Mordecai had this message delivered to Esther: “Do not imagine that you, of all the 
Jews, will escape with your life by being in the king’s palace.  
 

 ְּתַ֥אְו רֵ֔חַא םֹו֣קָּמִמ ֙םיִדּוהְּיַל דֹו֤מֲעַי הָ֞לָּצַהְו חַוֶ֣ר ֒תֹאּזַה תֵ֣עָּב ֮יִׁשיִרֲחַּת ׁשֵ֣רֲחַה־םִא יִּ֣כ די
ֹזָּכ תֵ֣עְל־םִא ַעֵ֔דֹוי יִ֣מּו ּודֵ֑בֹאּת ךְךיִ֖בָא־תיֵבּו   ׃תּוֽכְלַּמַל ְּתַעַּ֖גִה תא֔

14 On the contrary, if you keep silent in this crisis, relief and deliverance will come to 
the Jews from another quarter, while you and your father’s house will perish. And who 
knows, perhaps you have attained to royal position for just such a crisis.”  
 

ֹּתַו וט   ׃יָֽכֳּדְרָמ־לֶֽא ביִׁ֥שָהְל רֵּ֖תְסֶא רֶמא֥
15 Then Esther sent back this answer to Mordecai:  
 

ֹלְׁש ּוּ֜תְׁשִּת־לַאְו ּו֨לְכֹאּת־לַאְו יַלָ֠ע ּומּו֣צְו ןָׁ֗שּוׁשְּב םיִ֣אְצְמִּנַֽה םיִ֜דּוהְּיַה־לָּכ־תֶא סֹו֨נְּכ ֩ךְךֵל זט  תֶׁש֤
ֹל רֶׁ֣שֲא ֙ךְךֶלֶּ֙מַה־לֶא אֹו֤בָא ןֵ֞כְבּו ןֵּ֑כ םּו֣צָא יַ֖תֹרֲעַנְו יִ֥נֲא־םַּג םֹו֔יָו הָלְיַ֣ל ֙םיִמָי  רֶׁ֥שֲאַכְו תָּ֔דַכ־אֽ
  ׃יִּתְדָֽבָא יִּתְדַ֖בָא

16 “Go, assemble all the Jews who live in Shushan, and fast in my behalf; do not eat or 
drink for three days, night or day. I and my maidens will observe the same fast. Then I 
shall go to the king, though it is contrary to the law; and if I am to perish, I shall 
perish!” 
 

 
A. B. L. reads: 

Esther 5:12–14 
 

 יִּ֣כ הָתָׂ֖שָע־רֶׁשֲא הֶּ֥תְׁשִּמַה־לֶא ךְךֶלֶּ֛מַה־םִע הָּ֧כְלַּמַה רֵּ֨תְסֶא ֩הָאיִבֵה־ֹאל ףַ֣א ֒ןָמָה ֮רֶמֹאּיַו בי
  ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה־םִע ּהָ֖ל־אּורָֽק יִ֥נֲא רָ֛חָמְל־םַגְו יִ֑תֹוא־םִא

12 “What is more,” said Haman, “Queen Esther gave a feast, and besides the king she 
did not have anyone but me. And tomorrow too I am invited by her along with the king.  
 

  ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה רַעַׁ֥שְּב בֵׁ֖שֹוי יִ֔דּוהְּיַה יַ֣כֳּדְרָמ־תֶא ֙הֶאֹר יִ֤נֲא רֶׁ֨שֲא תֵ֗ע־לָכְּב יִ֑ל הֶ֖וֹׁש ּוּנֶ֥ניֵא הֶ֕ז־לָכְו גי
13 Yet all this means nothing to me every time I see that Jew Mordecai sitting in the 
palace gate.”  
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ֹּתַו די  ךְךֶלֶּ֗מַל רֹ֣מֱא ׀ רֶקֹּ֣בַבּו ֒הָּמַא םיִּׁ֣שִמֲח ַּהֹ֣בָּג ֮ץֵע־ּוׂשֲעַֽי ויָ֗בֲהֹֽא־לָכְו ֹוּ֜תְׁשִא ׁשֶרֶ֨ז ֹ֩ול רֶמא֣
ֹבּו ויָ֔לָע ֙יַכֳּדְרָמ־תֶֽא ּו֤לְתִיְו  ׂשַעַּ֥יַו ןָ֖מָה יֵ֥נְפִל רָ֛בָּדַה בַ֧טיִּיַו ַחֵ֑מָׂש הֶּ֖תְׁשִּמַה לֶא ךְךֶלֶּ֥מַה־םִע־אֽ
 ׃ץֵֽעָה

14 Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Let a stake be put up, fifty 
cubits high, and in the morning ask the king to have Mordecai impaled on it. Then you 
can go gaily with the king to the feast.” The proposal pleased Haman, and he had the 
stake put up. 
 

Rabbi Diana reads: 
Esther 6:1–3 

ֹּיַו ךְךֶלֶּ֑מַה תַ֣נְׁש הָ֖דְדָנ אּו֔הַה הָלְיַּ֣לַּב א  ּו֥יְהִּיַו םיִ֔מָּיַה יֵ֣רְבִּד ֙תֹונֹרְכִּזַה רֶפֵ֤ס־תֶא איִ֞בָהְל רֶמא֗
  ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה יֵ֥נְפִל םיִ֖אָרְקִנ

1 That night, sleep deserted the king, and he ordered the book of records, the annals, to 
be brought; and it was read to the king.  
 

 רֶׁ֤שֲא ףַּ֑סַה יֵ֖רְמֹּׁשִמ ךְךֶלֶּ֔מַה יֵ֣סיִרָס ֙יֵנְׁש ׁשֶרֶ֗תָו אָנָ֣תְגִּב־לַע יַ֜כֳּדְרָמ דיִּ֨גִה ֩רֶׁשֲא בּו֗תָכ אֵ֣צָּמִּיַו ב
ֹלְׁשִל ּ֙וׁשְקִּב   ׃ׁשֹוֽרֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַּב דָ֔י ַח֣

2 There it was found written that Mordecai had denounced Bigthana and Teresh, two of 
the king’s eunuchs who guarded the threshold, who had plotted to do away with King 
Ahasuerus.  
 

ֹּיַו ג ֹּיַו הֶ֑ז־לַע יַ֖כֳּדְרָמְל הָּ֛לּודְגּו רָ֧קְי הָׂ֞שֲעַּנ־הַֽמ ךְךֶלֶּ֔מַה רֶמא֣ ־ֹאל ויָ֔תְרָׁ֣שְמ ֙ךְךֶלֶּ֙מַה יֵ֤רֲעַנ ּו֜רְמא֨
  ׃רָֽבָּד ֹוּ֖מִע הָׂ֥שֲעַנ

3 “What honor or advancement has been conferred on Mordecai for this?” the king 
inquired. “Nothing at all has been done for him,” replied the king’s servants who were in 
attendance on him. 
 
 
The Haman Remembrance 
Music by Paul Williams and Kenneth Ascher 
Words by Cantor Michael Smolash and A. B. L. 
  
Why are there so many songs about Haman 
When we should be blotting his name? 
Haman’s a villain, the worst one in Shushan.  
He made Mussolini look tame. 
His childhood idols were all genocidal.  
He killed on a brief passing whim. 

But someday we’ll blot out the Haman 
remembrance 

And stop dressing kids up like him. 
 
Ya di di di… 
 
This year let’s all keep our masks on . . . 
 
Have we been half-asleep, and have we heard 

groggers? 
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They’re spinning around in my brain. 
We tried to drown him out for thousands of 

years now and maybe gone kind of insane. 
We heard it too many times to ignore it, in 

parodies tasteless and flat. 

But someday we’ll blot out the Haman 
remembrance and stop making treats like his 
hat. 

 
Ya di di di…

 
 

J. L. reads: 
Esther 7:3–6 

 
 יִ֤ל־ןֶתָּֽנִּת בֹו֑ט ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַה־לַע־םִאְו ךְךֶלֶּ֔מַה ֙ךָךיֶ֙ניֵעְּב ןֵ֤ח יִתאָ֨צָמ־םִא רַ֔מֹאּתַו ֙הָּכְלַּמַה רֵּ֤תְסֶא ןַעַּ֨תַו ג
  ׃יִֽתָׁשָּקַבְּב יִּ֖מַעְו יִ֔תָלֵ֣אְׁשִּב ֙יִׁשְפַנ

Queen Esther replied: “If Your Majesty will do me the favor, and if it pleases Your 
Majesty, let my life be granted me as my wish, and my people as my request.  
 

 יִּ֣כ יִּתְׁשַ֔רֱחֶה ּ֙ונְרַּ֙כְמִנ תֹו֤חָפְׁשִלְו םיִ֨דָבֲעַל ּוּלִאְ֠ו דֵּ֑בַאְלּו גֹו֣רֲהַל דיִ֖מְׁשַהְל יִּ֔מַעְו יִ֣נֲא ּ֙ונְרַּ֙כְמִנ יִּ֤כ ד
 ׃ךְךֶלֶּֽמַה קֶז ֵ֥נְּב הֶ֖וֹׁש רָּ֛צַה ןיֵ֥א

For we have been sold, my people and I, to be destroyed, massacred, and exterminated. 
Had we only been sold as bondmen and bondwomen, I would have kept silent; for the 
adversary is not worthy of the king’s trouble.”  
 

ֹּיַו ׁשֹו֔רֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֣מַה ֙רֶמ֙אֹּיַו ה  ֹוּ֖בִל ֹו֥אָלְמ־רֶׁשֲא אּו֔ה הֶ֣ז־יֵֽאְו ֙הֶז אּו֥ה יִ֣מ הָּ֑כְלַּמַה רֵּ֣תְסֶאְל רֶמא֖
  ׃ןֵּֽכ תֹוׂ֥שֲעַל

Thereupon King Ahasuerus demanded of Queen Esther, “Who is he and where is he who 
dared to do this?”  
 

ֹּתַו ו   ׃הָּֽכְלַּמַהְו ךְךֶלֶּ֖מַה יֵ֥נְפִּלִמ תַ֔עְבִנ ןָ֣מָהְו הֶּ֑זַה עָ֖רָה ןָ֥מָה בֵ֔יֹואְו רַ֣צ ׁשיִ֚א רֵּ֔תְסֶא־רֶמא֣
“The adversary and enemy,” replied Esther, “is this evil Haman!” And Haman cringed in 
terror before the king and the queen. 
 

 



 -12- 

M. G. reads: 
Esther 8:1–3 

 
 םיידוהיה רֵ֣רֹצ ןָ֖מָה תיֵּ֥ב־תֶא הָּ֔כְלַּמַה רֵּ֣תְסֶאְל ׁ֙שֹורֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֤מַה ןַ֞תָנ אּו֗הַה םֹוּ֣יַּב א
  ׃ּהָֽל־אּוה הַ֥מ רֵּ֖תְסֶא הָדיִּ֥גִה־יִּֽכ ךְךֶלֶּ֔מַה יֵ֣נְפִל אָּ֚ב יַ֗כֳּדְרָמּו ]םיִ֑דּוהְּיַה[

1 That very day King Ahasuerus gave the property of Haman, the enemy of the Jews, to 
Queen Esther. Mordecai presented himself to the king, for Esther had revealed how he 
was related to her.  
 

 יַ֖כֳּדְרָמ־תֶֽא רֵּ֛תְסֶא םֶׂשָּ֧תַו יָ֑כֳּדְרָמְל ּהָ֖נְּתִּי ַֽו ןָ֔מָהֵֽמ ֙ריִבֱעֶֽה רֶׁ֤שֲא ֹוּ֗תְעַּבַט־תֶא ךְךֶלֶּ֜מַה רַסָּ֨יַו ב
 ׃ןָֽמָה תיֵּ֥ב־לַע

2 The king slipped off his ring, which he had taken back from Haman, and gave it to 
Mordecai; and Esther put Mordecai in charge of Haman’s property.  
 

 ֙תַעָר־תֶא ֙ריִבֲעַֽהְל ֹו֗ל־ןֶּנַחְתִּתַו ְּךְבֵּ֣תַו ויָ֑לְגַר יֵ֣נְפִל לֹּ֖פִּתַו ךְךֶלֶּ֔מַה יֵ֣נְפִל ֙רֵּבַדְּתַו רֵּ֗תְסֶא ףֶסֹוּ֣תַו ג
  ׃םיִֽדּוהְּיַה־לַע בַׁ֖שָח רֶׁ֥שֲא ֹוּ֔תְבַׁשֲחַֽמ ֙תֵאְו יִ֔גָגֲאָֽה ןָ֣מָה

3 Esther spoke to the king again, falling at his feet and weeping, and beseeching him to 
avert the evil plotted by Haman the Agagite against the Jews. 
 

 
Rabbi Jonah reads: 
Esther 9:18–32 

 
 ַחֹו֗נְו ֹוּ֑ב רָׂ֖שָע הָ֥עָּבְרַאְבּו ֹוּ֔ב ֙רָׂשָע הָֹׁ֤שלְׁשִּב ּ֙ולֲהְקִנ ןָׁ֗שּוׁשְּב־רֶׁשֲא ]םיִ֣דּוהְּיַהְו[ םיידוהיהו חי
  ׃הָֽחְמִׂשְו הֶּ֥תְׁשִמ םֹו֖י ֹו֔תֹא הֹׂ֣שָעְו ֹוּ֔ב ֙רָׂשָע הָּׁ֤שִמֲחַּב

18 But the Jews in Shushan mustered on both the thirteenth and fourteenth days, and 
so rested on the fifteenth, and made it a day of feasting and merrymaking.)  
 

 ֙רָׂשָע הָ֤עָּבְרַא םֹו֣י תֵ֠א םיִׂ֗שֹע ֒תֹוזָרְּפַה יֵ֣רָעְּב ֮םיִבְׁשֹּיַה ]םיִ֗זָרְּפַה[ םיזורפה םיִ֣דּוהְּיַה ןֵּ֞כ־לַע טי
 ׃ּוהֵֽעֵרְל ׁשיִ֥א תֹו֖נָמ ַחֹו֥לְׁשִמּו בֹו֑ט םֹו֣יְו הֶּ֖תְׁשִמּו הָ֥חְמִׂש רָ֔דֲא ׁשֶדֹ֣חְל

19 That is why village Jews, who live in unwalled towns, observe the fourteenth day of 
the month of Adar and make it a day of merrymaking and feasting, and as a holiday and 
an occasion for sending gifts to one another.  
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 ֙תֹוניִדְמ־לָכְּב ֙רֶׁשֲא םיִ֗דּוהְּיַה־לָּכ־לֶא םיִ֜רָפְס חַ֨לְׁשִּיַו הֶּלֵ֑אָה םיִ֖רָבְּדַה־תֶא יַ֔כֳּדְרָמ בֹּ֣תְכִּיַו כ
  ׃םיִֽקֹוחְרָהְו םיִ֖בֹורְּקַה ׁשֹו֔רֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֣מַה

20 Mordecai recorded these events. And he sent dispatches to all the Jews throughout 
the provinces of King Ahasuerus, near and far,  
 

 ֹוּ֑ב רָׂ֖שָע הָּׁ֥שִמֲח־םֹוי תֵ֛אְו רָ֔דֲא ׁשֶדֹ֣חְל ֙רָׂשָע הָ֤עָּבְרַא םֹו֣י תֵ֠א םיִׂ֗שֹע תֹו֣יְהִל ֒םֶהיֵלֲע ֮םֵּיַקְל אכ
  ׃הָֽנָׁשְו הָ֖נָׁש־לָכְּב

21 charging them to observe the fourteenth and fifteenth days of Adar, every year—  
 

 הָ֔חְמִׂשְל ֙ןֹוגָּיִמ םֶ֤הָל ךְךַּ֨פְהֶנ ֩רֶׁשֲא ׁשֶדֹ֗חַהְו םֶ֔היֵבְיֹו֣אֵמ ֙םיִדּוהְּיַה םֶ֤הָב ּוחָ֨נ־רֶׁשֲא םיִ֗מָּיַּכ בכ
 תֹו֖נָּתַמּו ּוהֵ֔עֵרְל ׁשיִ֣א ֙תֹונָמ ַחֹו֤לְׁשִמּו הָ֔חְמִׂשְו הֶּ֣תְׁשִמ ֙יֵמְי םָ֗תֹוא תֹוׂ֣שֲעַל בֹו֑ט םֹו֣יְל לֶבֵ֖אֵמּו
  ׃םיִֽנֹויְבֶאָֽל

22 the same days on which the Jews enjoyed relief from their foes and the same month 
which had been transformed for them from one of grief and mourning to one of festive 
joy. They were to observe them as days of feasting and merrymaking, and as an occasion 
for sending gifts to one another and presents to the poor.  
 

 ׃םֶֽהיֵלֲא יַ֖כֳּדְרָמ בַ֥תָּכ־רֶׁשֲא תֵ֛אְו תֹוׂ֑שֲעַל ּוּלֵ֖חֵה־רֶׁשֲא תֵ֥א םיִ֔דּוהְּיַה֙ לֵּבִקְו גכ
23 The Jews accordingly assumed as an obligation that which they had begun to practice 
and which Mordecai prescribed for them.  
 

 ֙רּוּפ ליִּ֥פִהְו םָ֑דְּבַאְל םיִ֖דּוהְּיַה־לַע בַׁ֥שָח םיִ֔דּוהְּיַה־לָּכ ֙רֵרֹצ יִ֗גָגֲאָֽה אָתָ֜דְּמַה־ןֶּֽב ןָ֨מָה ֩יִּכ דכ
  ׃םָֽדְּבַאְלּֽו םָּ֖מֻהְל לָ֔רֹוּגַה אּו֣ה

24 For Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the foe of all the Jews, had plotted to 
destroy the Jews, and had cast pur—that is, the lot—with intent to crush and 
exterminate them.  
 

 םיִ֖דּוהְּיַה־לַע בַׁ֥שָח־רֶׁשֲא הָ֛עָרָה ֹוּ֧תְבַׁשֲחַמ בּוׁ֞שָי רֶפֵּ֔סַה־םִע רַ֣מָא ֒ךְךֶלֶּמַה יֵ֣נְפִל ּ֮הָאֹבְבּו הכ
  ׃ץֵֽעָה־לַע ויָ֖נָּב־תֶאְו ֹו֛תֹא ּו֥לָתְו ֹוׁ֑שֹאר־לַע

25 But when [Esther] came before the king, he commanded: “With the promulgation of 
this decree, let the evil plot, which he devised against the Jews, recoil on his own head!” 
So they impaled him and his sons on the stake.  
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ֹּזַה תֶר ֶּ֣גִאָה יֵ֖רְבִּד־לָּכ־לַע ןֵּ֕כ־לַע רּוּ֔פַה םֵׁ֣ש־לַע ֙םיִרּופ הֶּלֵ֤אָה םיִ֨מָּיַל ּ֩ואְרָֽק ןֵּ֡כ־לַע וכ  תא֑
  ׃םֶֽהיֵלֲא ַעיִּ֖גִה הָ֥מּו הָכָּ֔כ־לַע ּו֣אָר־הָֽמּו

26 For that reason these days were named Purim, after pur. In view, then, of all the 
instructions in the said letter and of what they had experienced in that matter and what 
had befallen them,  
 

ֹלְו ֙םֶהיֵלֲע םיִ֤וְלִּנַה־לָּכ לַ֨עְו םָ֜עְרַז־לַעְו ׀ םֶ֨היֵלֲע ׀ ֩םיִדּוהְּיַה ]ּו֣לְּבִקְו[ לבקו ּו֣מְּיִק זכ  רֹו֔בֲעַי א֣
  ׃הָֽנָׁשְו הָ֖נָׁש־לָכְּב םָּ֑נַמְזִכְו םָ֖בָתְכִּכ הֶּלֵ֔אָה ֙םיִמָּיַה יֵ֤נְׁש תֵ֣א םיִׂ֗שֹע תֹו֣יְהִל

27 the Jews undertook and irrevocably obligated themselves and their descendants, and 
all who might join them, to observe these two days in the manner prescribed and at the 
proper time each year.  
 

 ריִ֣עְו הָ֖ניִדְמּו הָ֥ניִדְמ הָ֔חָּפְׁשִמּו ֙הָחָּפְׁשִמ רֹו֗דָו רֹוּ֣ד־לָכְּב םיִׂ֜שֲעַנְו םיִ֨רָּכְזִנ הֶּלֵאָ֠ה םיִ֣מָּיַהְו חכ
ֹל הֶּלֵ֗אָה םיִ֣רּוּפַה יֵ֞מיִו ריִ֑עָו   ׃םָֽעְרַּזִמ ףּו֥סָי־ֹאל םָ֖רְכִזְו םיִ֔דּוהְּיַה ךְךֹוּ֣תִמ ּ֙ורְבַעַֽי א֤

28 Consequently, these days are recalled and observed in every generation: by every 
family, every province, and every city. And these days of Purim shall never cease among 
the Jews, and the memory of them shall never perish among their descendants.  
 

 תֶר ֶּ֧גִא תֵ֣א םֵּ֗יַקְל ףֶקֹּ֑ת־לָּכ־תֶא יִ֖דּוהְּיַה יַ֥כֳּדְרָמּו לִיַ֛חיִבֲא־תַב הָּ֧כְלַּמַה רֵּ֨תְסֶא בֹּתְכִּתַ֠ו טכ
ֹּזַה םיִ֛רּוּפַה   ׃תיִֽנֵּׁשַה תא֖

29 Then Queen Esther daughter of Abihail wrote a second letter of Purim for the 
purpose of confirming with full authority the aforementioned one of Mordecai the Jew.  
 

 יֵ֥רְבִּד ׁשֹו֑רֵוְׁשַחֲא תּו֖כְלַמ הָ֔ניִדְמ ֙הָאֵמּו םיִ֤רְׂשֶעְו עַבֶׁ֨ש־לֶא םיִ֗דּוהְּיַה־לָּכ־לֶא םיִ֜רָפְס חַ֨לְׁשִּיַו ל
  ׃תֶֽמֱאֶו םֹו֖לָׁש

30 Dispatches were sent to all the Jews in the hundred and twenty-seven provinces of 
the realm of Ahasuerus with an ordinance of “equity and honesty:”  
 

 רֵּ֣תְסֶאְו ֙יִדּוהְּיַה יַ֤כֳּדְרָמ םֶ֜היֵלֲע םַּ֨יִק ֩רֶׁשֲאַּכ םֶ֗היֵּנַמְזִּב הֶּלֵ֜אָה םיִ֨רֻּפַה ֩יֵמְי־תֵא םֵּ֡יַקְל אל
  ׃םָֽתָקֲעַזְו תֹו֖מֹּצַה יֵ֥רְבִּד םָ֑עְרַז־לַעְו םָׁ֖שְפַנ־לַע ּו֥מְּיִק רֶׁ֛שֲאַכְו הָּ֔כְלַּמַה

31 These days of Purim shall be observed at their proper time, as Mordecai the Jew—
and now Queen Esther—has obligated them to do, and just as they have assumed for 
themselves and their descendants the obligation of the fasts with their lamentations.  
 

 ׃רֶפֵּֽסַּב בָּ֖תְכִנְו הֶּלֵ֑אָה םיִ֖רֻּפַה יֵ֥רְבִּד םַּ֕יִק רֵּ֔תְסֶא רַ֣מֲאַמּו בל
32 And Esther’s ordinance validating these observances of Purim was recorded in a 
scroll.  
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Not Just One Bad Advisor 
Music by Billy Joel 
Words by Rabbi Jonah Rank 
 
Cain killed Abel.12 “Long live veggies.”13 

Ishmael gave Isaac wedgies.14 
Basemath and Judith yucked their husband’s 

parents’ yum.15 
 

12 Genesis 4:8. 
13 Genesis 4:3 shows that Cain offered God “from 
the fruit of the land” whereas, in the next verse, 
Abel gave God from the finest of his flock, which 
God preferred. In Genesis 4:5, God paid no 
attention to Abel’s vegetarian-friendly sacrifice. 
Vegetarianism might be associated with the life of 
restraint, which is what Jewish dietary practices end 
up designing. Yet one must question the 
authenticity of Cain’s simultaneous unwillingness to 
kill an animal and casual approach to killing his 
brother. Note: Rabbi Jonah is a vegetarian who, in 
accordance with the bylaws of Kehilat HaNahar, 
opposes sibling violence. 
14 Pious Jews—young, old, middle-aged, and those 
in denial about their age—are shocked when they 
learn that wedgies are not mentioned by name 
anywhere in the Hebrew Bible. Genesis 21:9 says 
that “Sarah saw [Isaac,] the son of Hagar the 
Egyptian… ‘playing,’” and, in the next verse, Sarah 
commands Abraham to banish Hagar the 
maidservant and the son she had with Abraham. It 
seems that whatever kind of fooling around Ishmael 
was up to was inappropriate enough (and perhaps 
aimed at Sarah’s son Isaac, Ishmael’s half-brother) 
such that somebody needed a time out. 
15 Esau, the eldest son of Rebecca and Isaac, got 
married to, according to Genesis 26:34, two 
Hittites, one named Judith and one named 
Basemath, and, according to the subsequent verse, 
“they amounted to a bitter spirit before Isaac and 
Rebecca.” NOT A FUN FACT AT ALL BECAUSE 
THE WHOLE THING IS ACTUALLY SAD IN A 
WAY: It is the next chapter of Genesis where Jacob 
beats Esau to receiving Isaac’s blessing for the eldest 
son, and the chapter ends with Rebecca 
complaining about how she can’t stand Hittites.  

Aramean trickster—Laban’s Mixter16 mixed 
her 

With her sister, lesser loved, 17 and then they 
played dumb.18 

 

16 Who exactly Laban and Laban’s ‘parent’ Bethuel 
are (or is!) remains a bit of a mystery. The way 
Genesis 28:5 reads today, it seems like Laban was 
the son of the Aramean Bethuel, and one of them 
was the brother of Rebecca. Getting into the nitty-
gritty may be a bit much here (so much for 
footnotes!), but suffice it to say that these 
characters are both allegedly male but are also 
implied to be the head of a matriarchal family unit, 
and the name Bethuel in fact means “Daughter of 
El” (‘El’ being the name of a foreign god). Although 
the text mostly assigns male verbs to Laban and 
Bethuel, there is quite a bit of gender fluidity 
running through the course of the texts about these 
two Arameans. For more info, check out “Rebekah 
Ran to her ‘Mother’s Household’ – Where Was her 
Father?” by Dr. Rabbi Zev Farber and Rabbi Daniel 
M. Zucker on The Torah.com at 
https://www.thetorah.com/article/rebekah-ran-
to-her-mothers-household-where-was-her-father 
(accessed on February 22, 2022). 
Oh—and “Mixter” is one pronunciation of the 
British title “Mx,” a gender-neutral honorific many 
English-speaking adopted by many people who 
want to be called neither “Mr.” nor “Mrs.” nor 
anything of the gendered sort. 
17 There’s a whole saga where Jacob falls in love 
with Laban’s daughter Rachel and offers to serve 
Laban for seven years to win the daughter (Genesis 
29:18) and, after a big drinking party (verse 22), 
Laban, in the shadows, hands Jacob Rachel’s sister 
Leah in marriage (verse 23). 
18 After Jacob realizes in Genesis 29:25 what 
happened to his idealized marriage and issues a 
complaint, in the next verse, Laban acts as if the 
whole thing was just a misunderstanding. 
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Potiphar’s provocateur passed potential-
paramour.19 

Egypt’s enslavers savored Israel’s servers.20 
Amalekites, with arms raised high,21 got erased 

in the sky.22 
Ten spies told lies—spurious observers.23 
 
Not just one bad advisor—24 
Stories that made us feature folks who hate us. 
Not just one bad advisor— 
It’s like our people are magnets for mythic 

antagonists. 
 
Atharim’s activity drew Canaanite captivity.25 

 
19 Genesis 39 records the story of Potiphar’s wife 
trying to encourage Joseph to perform deeds that 
could have landed him in jail. She basically sent him 
off to jail though anyway. 
20 Who could forget the terrible Israelite slavery 
endured under the Egyptians as depicted in the 
Book of Exodus!? Okay, well, if you forgot, I won’t 
tell anyone. You can trust a footnote. 
21 Not long after escaping the Sea of Reeds and 
ending their servitude to Egypt, the Israelites find 
themselves a free people in Exodus chapter 17 but 
must face the hostile nation Amalek, as specified in 
verse 13 (and Genesis 36:12 lists Amalek among 
the descendants of Esau), and Moses is able to 
weaken them miraculously by having his brother 
Aaron and a fellow Israelite named Hur hold up 
Moses’ arms. 
22 In Exodus 17:14, God says Moses should write 
this memory in a book because God God’s self will 
erase any heavenly memory of Amalek. 
23 Numbers 13 and 14 recounts the narrative of 
twelve Israelite spies being sent to scout out the 
Land of Israel and ten such spies come back to their 
people with misleading reports.  
24 When we tell the story of Purim, we recalling 
the atrocities committed by Haman, an advisor to 
the Persian King Achashverosh. Haman was not the 
only notable antisemite in Jewish myth or Jewish 
history. 
25 Oy vey! The Canaanite King (of?) Arad attacked 
the Israelites and took some captive in Numbers 
21:1. 

Sihon and Heshbon ended up a hot mess.26 
Og lost a big old battle and lost some big old 

cattle.27 
Jericho thought maybe they could lose a lot 

less.28 
Hoham of Hebron, King Debir in Eglon, 
Jarmuth, Lachish, and Jerusalem unleashed.29 
Hittites. Amorites. Canaanites. Perizzites. 
Hivites. Jebusites.30 Girgashites.31 Picking 

fights. 
 
Not just one bad advisor—32 
To each generation, we’re a lesser nation.33 
Not just one bad advisor— 

26 After Israelites asked Sihon, the king of the 
Emorites in Numbers 21:21–22, if the Israelites 
could pass through their land without leaving their 
mark, he denied the request and replied with an 
army in verse 23. Israel actually left quite a mark, 
as recounted through the rest of the chapter. Sihon 
and Heshbon are understood to have gone up in 
flames according to verse 28. 
27 Recounted in Deuteronomy 3:1–7.  
28 Throughout Joshua 2, several references are 
made to how the King of Jericho and his 
constituents were concerned by the victories of the 
Israelites against Og and Sihon. 
29 These five municipalities gathered together to 
combat the Israelites; check out Joshua 10:5 and 
then some. 
30 These ‘enemy’ peoples are listed in Joshua 9:1 
and appear elsewhere too. I don’t know what 
makes them so terrible other than they seem to be 
taking up space where Israelites want to go—but 
that’s a story for another time. 
31 See Joshua 3:10. 
32 When we tell the story of Purim, we recall the 
atrocities committed by Haman, an advisor to the 
Persian King Achashverosh. Haman was not the 
only notable antisemite in Jewish myth or Jewish 
history. 
33 In Nazi Germany, Jews were considered 
Untermenschen—sub-human. 
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Since our first public spotting, we’ve been 
accused of plotting. 34 

 
Sheshai. Talmai.35 Ay ay ay about the Ai.36 
Lord of Bezek versus Judites: Who had two 

thumbs? This guy.37 
Shamgar, v. Philistines, had an ox and axe to 

grind.38 
Sisera had some curds; Sisera then had no 

words.39 
 
Balak son of Zippor40 outdid the Kings of Dor,41 
Madon,42 Sharon,43 Makkedah,44 and 

Shimron.45 

 
34 That’s how people come up with ideas like The 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion. 
35 Both were subjugated in Judges 1:10. 
36 This tale of woes and heroes appears in Joshua 
chapters 7 and 8. 
37 The story of what happened to Adoni-bezek’s 
thumbs, not for the faint of heart, is in Judges 1:1–
9. 
38 The very short story of Shamgar versus 600 
Philistines, whom he struck with an oxgoad, has 
very few details beyond everything written in this 
sentence, but you can look it up yourself at Judges 
3:31. 
39 A poetic version of Sisera’s demise is in Judges 
5:24–31 (and less poetically in chapter 4). 
40 Appearing in Numbers 22–24 and Judges 
11:25—he sent along Balaam to curse the Israelites 
(though Balaam failed). 
41 The King of Dor’s story is only Joshua 12:7 and 
12:23—that he was killed, but we know nothing 
else about him. 
42 Joshua 11:1 briefly mentions this enemy to the 
Israelites. 
43 Joshua 12:7 and 12:18 detail this king’s death. 
44 Joshua 10 talks about Makkedah, and Joshua 12:7 
and 12:16 handle its king’s demise. 
45 Joshua 11:1 briefly mentions this foe of the 
Israelites. 
46 This Babylonian king who is responsible for the 
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem circa 587 

B.C.E. was named  , 
which in Akkadian, is obviously pronounced Nabû-

Nevukhadnetzar was Nevakhadretzar.46 
Zeresh, come on! She advised Haman! 47 
 
Not just one bad advisor— 
We really don’t kid. Shver tsu zayn a yid.48  
Not just one bad advisor— 
It helps to be prayerful; you can’t be too 

careful. 
 
Far away ‘fore Eichmann, singing in a strange 

land.49 
As nearly every Psalm goes, anonymous generic 

foes.50 
In Judah and Samaria, Antiochus’ mania.51 

kudurri-uṣur. DUH! Our ancestors sometimes 
pronounced it in Hebrew Nevukhadretzar, which 
puts all the consonants in the correct order, and 
sometimes they replaced the first ‘r’ sound with a 
‘n’ sound and got Nevukhadnetzar. His name—
spelled one way or the other—appears in the 
Hebrew Bible, according to at least one count, 91 
times. 
47 See Zeresh’s advice to Haman in Esther 5:14 to 
build gallows 50 cubits high in Esther and tell the 
king in the morning to hang Mordechai on the 
stake. In Esther 6:1–4, at nighttime (bad listening 
skills much?), Haman attempts to relay to the king 
the first part of Zeresh’s advice. 
48 The Yiddish expression (“ דִיי ןַייז א  וצ רעווש  ”) 
means, “It is hard to be Jewish,” and is the title also 
of a play by Sholom Aleichem (the author of Tevye 
The Milkman, which was later adapted into the 
Broadway musical Fiddler on the Roof) wherein the 
playwright, writing in 1920, satirizes the 
relationships between Jews and gentiles in the 
Russian Empire. 
49 Eichmann is part of 20th century antisemitic 
history, but the people Israel were singing by the 
rivers of Babylon in a ‘strange land’ in exile, as 
recalled in Psalm 137:1–4. 
50 A whole bunch of Psalms involve an unnamed 
oppressor (or multiple anonymous tormentors); for 
a sampling, check out Psalms 17:9, 55:13, 64:2, or 
143:12. 
51 Antiochus IV, the Greco-Roman king of the 
Seleucid Empire from 175 to 164 B.C.E., is the 
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Manetho had us let go like lepers in a ghetto.52 
Vespasian and Titus53 tried hard to smite us. 
Sisebut54 and Theodosius55 both were atrocious. 
 
Not just one bad advisor— 
Life gets noxious when you get no naches56. 
Not just one bad advisor— 
Here’s an abrupt transition to the Inquisition. 
 

 
ruler against whom the Jews were pitted in the age 
of the Maccabean revolt. Although he had the royal 
title of ὁ Ἐπιφανής (ho Epiphanḗs, meaning “God 
manifest”), behind his back, he was mocked for his 
unruly behavior and called Ἐπιμανής (Epimanḗs, 
meaning "The Manic"). Oh snap! 
52 In a text attributed to Manetho, the Greco-
Egyptian historian writing some time in the 3rd 
century B.C.E., it was surmised that the Jews were 
a bunch of lepers. For more knowledge, you can 
see Lucia Raspe, “Manetho on the Exodus: A 
Reappraisal” in Jewish Studies Quarterly 5:2 (1998), 
pp. 124–155. Oh, and ghettos were for Jews 
starting in 16th century Italy. 
53 Titus was the Roman military general under 
whose orders the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem was 
destroyed (for its second time) in 70 C.E.; 
Vespasian was serving his term as Emperor at the 
time. 
54 This Visigothic ruler whose parents didn’t know 
how snark-worthy a name they gave him forced all 
of the Jews to leave his kingdom in 612 C.E. 
55 In the 5th century C.E., the Theodotian Code 
barred Jews from Roman civil service and stripped 
Jews of a variety of other rights. 
56 The Yiddish word תוחנ  means “pride” or “joy.” 
57 Many Jews celebrated aristocratic life in high 
culture in the Golden Age of Spain, a time period 
more or less corresponding to Muslim rule of the 
region, beginning circa 711 C.E. and ending circa 
1090 C.E.. Also, the Inquisition came on the heels 
of the rising of witch hunts in Europe. 
58 The Crusades, which saw the deaths of countless 
Jews, Muslims, and other accused heretics in the 
eyes of Pope Urban II (and whoever else decided to 
engage in massacres, sanctified or not), have not 
exactly earned high praise in most history books. 
Blood libels against Jews have their origins reaching 

So much for Spain’s Golden Age once witch 
hunts were all the rage.57 

Crusaders, seder haters, graded greater all their 
nadirs.58 

Mob rule, very vague, riled by Bubonic 
Plague,59 

Agitated agitator F. Martínez, consecrator. 60 
Ferdinand II followed suit,61 plus antipapal 

dispute.62 

back to about the 10th century, but blood libel 
myths that accuse Passover as a particularly vicious 
time among Jews might not date back to any earlier 
than the 19th century. This vicious lie is patently 
false. Four facts to consider: (1) Blood is not 
kosher. (2) Humans are not fit for consumption in 
Jewish dietary laws. (3) Murder is prohibited in the 
Jewish religion. (4) Properly speaking, matzah may 
be made from—aside from water—just the 
following ingredients: wheat, barley, rye, oats, 
spelt, or recycled cardboard. 
59 During the Bubonic Plague, Jews were accused of 
poisoning wells and doing all sorts of things to make 
their pandemic worse. (And if you want to support 
buying from local, even if expensive, publishers, 
check out Dr. Tzafrir Barzilay’s new book Poisoned 
Wells: Accusations, Persecutions, and Minorities in 
Medieval Europe, 1321–1422 from the University of 
Pennsylvania Press.) 
60 Ferrand Martínez, a Spanish archdeacon of Écija 
in the late 14th century, is credited with delivering 
speeches that led people to massacring Jewish 
communities. 
61 Alongside Queen Isabella I of Castille, King 
Ferdinand II of Aragorn established the Inquisition 
in 1478 programmatically across Spanish-controlled 
lands and either exiled or converted all Jews in 
Spanish-ruled areas by 1492. 
62 In a different confusing moment in history, there 
was a Pope and an Antipope (who thought he was 
the Pope, but he was against the otherwise-
recognized Pope). This Avignon Antipope Benedict 
XIII had the pleasure of participating in several 
public high-stake debates in his lifetime (once in 
1375, before his antipapacy, and once in 1413, 
during his antipapacy). In these Disputations, 
Jewish scholars were pitted against Christian 
scholars to prove that Judaism either isn’t all that 
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Khmelnytsky Uprising meant Jewish 
downsizing.63 

Grant denied64, Mercier tried,65 multiply 
strived genocide;66 

Not everything may be well. Someone, call the 
ADL.67 

 
Not just one bad advisor— 
Haman was no sole actor nor sole malefactor. 
Not just one bad advisor— 
Because, though he’s gone, 
The list still goes on, and on, and on, and on, 

and on, and on, and on, and on. 

Not just one bad advisor— 
Behind each accusation, there’s some 

fabrication. 
Not just one bad advisor— 
We need a little more Genesis and fewer 

eugenicists. 
Not just one bad advisor— 
There are no Zion Elders68, just some fiction 

welders. 
Not just one bad advisor— 
Though we’re all divine people, some are ‘very 

fine people.’ 69 
Not just one bad advisor… 

 
 

Rabbi Jonah reads: 
Esther 10:1–10:3 

 
  ׃םָּֽיַה יֵּ֥יִאְו ץֶרָ֖אָה־לַע סַ֛מ ]׀ ׁשֹו֧רֵוְׁשַחֲא[ שרשחא ךְךֶלֶּ֨מַה ֩םֶׂשָּיַו א

1 King Ahasuerus imposed tribute on the mainland and the islands.  
 

 םיִ֗בּותְּכ םֵ֣ה־אֹולֲה ךְךֶלֶּ֑מַה ֹו֖לְּדִּג רֶׁ֥שֲא יַ֔כֳּדְרָמ תַּ֣לֻדְּג ֙תַׁשָרָפּו ֹו֔תָרּו֣בְגּו ֹ֙וּפְקָת הֵׂ֤שֲעַמ־לָכְו ב
  ׃סָֽרָפּו יַ֥דָמ יֵ֖כְלַמְל םיִ֔מָּיַה יֵ֣רְבִּד ֙רֶפֵ֙ס־לַע

2 All his mighty and powerful acts, and a full account of the greatness to which the king 
advanced Mordecai, are recorded in the Annals of the Kings of Media and Persia.  
 

 
bad or is exactly that bad. These public events 
usually resulted in Talmuds and other Jewish 
writings being burned or at least censored by 
Christian scholars. 
63 The Khmelnytsky Uprising between 1648 and 
1657 was a Cossack rebellion that, among other 
activities, found the time to massacre tens of 
thousands of Jews living along the borders of 
contemporary Poland and Lithuania. 
64 Ulysses S. Grant, as a Union general, expelled 
Jews from his warzone between Cairo, IL, to 
Northern Mississippi and to between the Mississippi 
River and the Tennessee River in December of 
1862. 
65 The trial accusing the Jewish French officer 
Alfred Dreyfus at the turn from the 19th into the 
20th century seemed to be based entirely on 

conspiratorial thinking. France’s Minister of War, 
General Auguste Mercier, was among those most 
responsible for designing the falsehoods that set the 
whole ‘Affair’ into motion. 
66 In addition to pogroms in Eastern Europe and the 
Holocaust, the number of attempts to eradicate the 
entire Jewish people is too high to count and too 
much to detail in a single song. That’s why there 
are so many dang footnotes. 
67 The ADL (formerly the Anti-Defamation League) 
tracks and helps to protect entities, especially 
Jewish groups, from prejudiced actions. 
68 In 1903, the book The Protocols of the Meetings of 
the Learned Elders of Zion was first published. It 
detailed a (not real) Jewish plan for global 
domination.  
69 Why are you looking at me? I’m just a footnote! 
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 ֙בֹוט ׁשֵ֥רֹּד ויָ֑חֶא בֹ֣רְל יּו֖צָרְו םיִ֔דּוהְּיַל֙ לֹודָגְו ׁשֹו֔רֵוְׁשַחֲא ךְךֶלֶּ֣מַל ֙הֶנְׁשִמ יִ֗דּוהְּיַה יַ֣כֳּדְרָמ ׀ יִּ֣כ ג
  ׃ֹוֽעְרַז־לָכְל םֹו֖לָׁש רֵ֥בֹדְו ֹוּ֔מַעְל

3 For Mordecai the Jew ranked next to King Ahasuerus and was highly regarded by the 
Jews and popular with the multitude of his brethren; he sought the good of his people 
and interceded for the welfare of all his kindred.70  
 

 
Concluding Blessings 

 
ֿו ,ּוניֵּֽבַר ןיֵּב בָרָה ,םָלֹועָה ךְךֶלֶֽמ ּוניֵֹֽהלֱא הוהי הָּתַא ךְךּורָּב ֿו ,ּוניֵֽנָּיַּד ןיֵּב ןָּדַהְ  ןיֵּב םֵׁשֹוּנַהְ
ֿו ,ּוניֵֽתֹומְׁשִנ ֿל לּומְּֿג םֵּלַשְמַהְ  הָּתַא ךְךּורָּב .ּוניֵֽתֹוֵרָצ־תֶא ּוניֵֽלֵאֵמ דיִרְפַּמַהְו ,ּונֵֽׁשְפַנְֿב הָביֵא־לׇכְ
ֿו רָּתְסִּנַה ,הוהי ֿל הָלְגִּנַהְ ֿרֹודְ ֿׂש־לׇּכ ןיֵבּו םֶהיֵתֹורָצ־לׇּכ ןיֵּב ויָׁשְ  .ַעיִֽשֹוּמַה לֵאָה ,םֶהיֵתֹוחָמְ
 

Blessed are You YHWH our God, Ruler of the Universe, Master among our masters, the 
one who judges among our judges, the one who breathes among our souls, the one who 
compensates with fate for all animosity in our spirit, the one who keeps away our 
troubles. Blessed are You YHWH, hidden and revealed to YHWH’s seekers amidst all 
distress and amidst all joy—the God who saves. 
 

 

 
70 The Book of Esther and the English translation thereof were copied and pasted from www.sefaria.org on 
March 8, 2020, based on Tanakh: The Holy Scriptures (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 1985). 
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A Wicked, Wicked Man 

 
71 We just don’t know who wrote the music. But 
the melody is definitely that of the maritime 
drinking song “Farewell To Grog,” which, 
according to a document preserved by the United 
States Navy’s archives at ( 
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/r
esearch-guides/z-files/zv-miscellaneous-files-navy-
department-library/farewell-to-grog.html ), has 
words written by Casper Schenck. According to the 
archivist’s notes: 

 
On 14 July 1862 the United States 
Congress passed legislation 
abolishing the daily rum ration 
issued to U.S. Navy sailors on 
board vessels. 
This ditty on the topic was found 
among the papers of the ‘Alcoholic 
Spirits’ folder in the Navy 
Department Library's ZV files 
located in the Rare Book Room. 
 

Grog was a mixture of water and rum commonly 
drunk by naval officers in the 19th century. 
According to The New York Times, on Saturday, 
August 19, 1865, Casper Schenck held the title of 
“paymaster” for “the naval apprentice school-ship 
Savannah,” which had been “put in commission [to] 
sail in a few hours for Annapolis, Md.” (p. 2). Even 
if international waters might grant some legal 
leniencies, Schenck’s fiduciary responsibilities likely 
held him quite accountable and just furious enough 
over losing his grog that he wrote an entire song 
about it to the old English folktune “Come, 
Landlord, Fill the Flowing Bowl,” and thus borrows 
its chorus: 
 

For tonight we’ll merry, merry be. 
For tonight we’ll merry, merry be. 
For tonight we’ll merry, merry be. 
Tomorrow we’ll be sober. 

 
So, who was the Jewish who penned the words to 
the version we sing on Purim (or at least a 
precursor to the version printed above)? Samuel 
Eliezer Goldfarb, the younger brother of Rabbi 

Music and words by somebody obviously but who 
is unclear71  

Israel Goldfarb, who has been credited as the 
lyricist of the original Purim parody. (See, for 
example, Jonathan B. Krasner, The Benderly Boys and 
American Jewish Education [Waltham, MA: Brandeis 
University Press, 2011] p. 359.) The Goldfarb 
brothers were tremendously influential in the 
formation of American Jewish music. Samuel 
served as the head of the Music Department of the 
Bureau of Jewish Education from 1925 until around 
1938. His brother served as a Professor of 
Liturgical Music at the Jewish Theological Seminary 
from 1920 until 1944 and, in 1949, helped found 
Hebrew Union College’s School of Sacred Music. 
The brothers Goldfarb co-edited The Jewish Songster: 
Jewish Song-Texts in Hebrew, English, and Yiddish, a 
two-volume anthology that, in its seventh edition 
(printed in 1929) included without attribution to 
any composer “A Wicked, Wicked Man” with these 
words: 
 

Oh, once there was a wicked man 
And Haman was his name, Sir 
He would have murdered all the Jews 
Tho they were not to blame, Sir. 
 
Chorus 
Oh, today we’ll merry, merry be 
Oh, today we’ll merry, merry be 
Oh, today we’ll merry, merry be 
And “'nash” some Homentashen. 
 
And Esther was the lovely queen 
Of king Ahasuerus 
When Haman said he’d kill us all 
Oh my, how he did scare us. 
{Chorus} 
 
But Mordecai her cousin bold 
Said “'What a dreadful chutzpa 
If guns were but invented now 
This Haman I would shoot, Sir. 
{Chorus} 
 
When Esther speaking to the King 
Of Haman’s plot made mention 
Ha, Ha, said he. Oh no he won't! 
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Oh once there was a wicked, wicked man, 
And Haman was his name, sir. 
He lied and lied about the Jews 

 
I'll spoil his bad intention. 
{Chorus)  
 
The guest of honor he shall be 
This clever Mr. Smarty 
And high above us he shall swing 
At a little hanging party. 
{Chorus)  
 
Of all his cruel and unkind ways 
This little joke did cure him 
And don’t forget we owe him thanks 
For this jolly feast of PURIM. 
{Chorus) (p. 37). 

 
Thirty years later, the Goldfarbs’ version had 
grown stale and old-timey enough that by the 1950s 
that the Mizrachi Women’s Organization of 
America, a religious Orthodox Zionist group, 
offered their own contemporary post-Holocaust 
and pro-Israel ‘update’ to (though they called it “a 
parody” of) the song, now titled “HAMAN, 
UNDONE BROUGHT UP TO DATE.” The song 
shares the same first verse the Goldfarbs published 
and includes as its second verse the Goldfarbs’ sixth 
verse, preserves the chorus, and from the third 
verse on proceeds as follows: 
 

Then Hitler rose against the Jews. 
His object to destroy them 
The louder grew our anguished cries 
The more he did enjoy them. 
(Chorus) 
 
But Hider died a tyrant's death 
And long we shall survive him 
The Jew has built a homeland now, 
From which no one can drive him. 
(Chorus) 
 
When Egypt saw our homeland thrive 
It mightily disturbed him 
He thought he would demolish jt  
And no one would dare curb him. 

Though they were not to blame, sir. 
 
Oh, today we’ll merry, merry be. 

(Chorus) 
 
He sneered at little Israel 
Proceeded to harass her 
But one good dunking in Suez 
Made “naser” this Herr Nasser. 
(Chorus) 
 
Let all who plot against the Jews 
Reflect on this and tremble 
When Haman’s fate will be their own 
To feast we will assemble. 
(Chorus) (Mizrachi Women’s Cultural 
Guide, [Adar 5718/March 1958], pp. 
19–20, as preserved at 
http://collections.americanjewisharc
hives.org/ms/ms0603/ms0603.009.
005.pdf, as accessed March 13, 
2022.) 
 

The words we have in the main part of this 
sheet are from Somebody On The Internet 
and are less violent than either of the two 
versions that made it into this super-long 
footnote. There are now many versions of 
the “A Wicked, Wicked Man” song, and in 
the leadup to Purim of 1981, Sh’ma: A 
Journal of Jewish Responsibility solicited 
requests for parodies, many of which were 
published (and are what today we might call 
‘a spicy meatball’) in the March 20, 1981 
(11/210) issue, accessible (at least on March 
13, 2022) at 
https://www.bjpa.org/content/upload/bjp
a/11_2/11-210.pdf. 
Rabbi Jonah, by the way, has a theory that 
the word “grogger” isn’t a Yiddish word at 
all—but a fake-Yiddish word that is based off 
of us celebrating a grog-like holiday. Some 
Jews consume strong drinks on Purim—and 
singing “A Wicked, Wicked Man” is 
something of a Jewish extrapolation of 
“Farewell to Grog.” 
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Oh, today we’ll merry, merry be. 
Oh, today we’ll merry, merry be 
And nosh some hamantaschen. 
 
But Mordechai, her cousin bold said 
“What a dreadful villain! 
If we don’t act at once, my dear, 

Our life’s not worth a shilling!” 
 
Oh, today we’ll merry, merry be. 
Oh, today we’ll merry, merry be. 
Oh, today we’ll merry, merry be 
And nosh some hamantaschen. 

 
 
Chag Purim 
Hebrew words by Levin Kipnis (and Somebody 
Anonymous wrote the English words), but 
nobody knows who wrote the music (and the 
copyright lawyers are just having a field day with 
this one) 
 
Chag purim, chag purim, 
Chag gadol layehudim, 
Massekhot, ra’ashanim,  
Zemirot verikkudim. 
Hava nar’ishah—rash, rash, rash. 
Hava nar’ishah—rash, rash, rash. 
Hava narishah—rash, rash, rash  
Bara’ashanim. 
 
Purim’s here, Purim cheer, 
‘Tis a holiday so dear. 
Mask and song bring along, 
Groggers loud and clear. 
Here go the graggers—rash, rash, rash! 
Here go the graggers—rash, rash, rash! 
Grogger time is here. 
 
Purim’s here, Purim cheer, 
Gifts arrive from far and near, 
Cookies sweet, good to eat, 
Cakes and pies appear. 
Here go the graggers—rash, rash, rash! 
Here go the graggers—rash, rash, rash! 
Grogger time is here. 
 
Purim day, Purim day, 
Such a happy holiday 
We make noise, with our toys, 
Sing and dance and play. 
Here go the graggers—rash, rash, rash! 

Here go the graggers—rash, rash, rash! 
Grogger time is here. 
 
 
This song is about an upside-down time, one we 

never could have imagined. But indeed it 
came to be and we are perhaps coming 
right side up, just a bit. Yet on this day 
we say, V’nafochu, everything is turned 
upside down. So we’ll stick with that 
topsy-turvy theme for a while now.  

  
You can get some life support at Kehilat HaNahar.  
We can turn everything around at Kehilat Hanar.  
Walk right in it’s up the hill - but don’t park below, 

you’ll have to pay a bill.  
If you can remember your entry code, come right into 

the Little Shul.  
  
Now it all started two Purims ago, two years ago 

on Purim, when a whole bunch of us 
came right here inside the Shul to 
celebrate this here holiday. We knew 
there was some virus going around but 
we were going to keep ourselves safe. So 
we made sure not to hug each other, no! 
We bumped some elbows as we hollered 
our songs out loud competin’ between 
the Jewy 8 and the Little Shul by the 
River Band. In fact we were even joking 
around about it all, dressed us a corona 
beer and all.  

  
You see just two years ago exactly two days 

earlier we had celebrated in honor of our 
beloved Arthur who had told us that 
upon his departure he wanted us to make 
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a dessert offering that people would fight 
over and that’s exactly what we did. Oh, 
the desserts were geshmach- we had 
Andy’s chocolate mousse, Shelly’s 
chocolate chip apple cake, honey cake, 
lemon bar, everything imaginable…but 
don’t you look back and worry now, 
because we did not hug each other the 
day that we ate all those desserts: we just 
bumped elbows! 

  
Speaking of Yiddish and Arthur, he would look 

out there into where we collect our 
garbage and say “It’s a Shanda! We need 
the place we collect garbage to be a 
beautiful place, a sheynum place” and he 
had every intention of beautifying that 
garbage dump and asked Jim to do so for 
him. But it’s impossible to find 
contractors and the price of wood has 
risen sky-high and for various reasons we 
haven’t finished it. You see everything 
has turned upside in these last two years. 
But… 

  
You can get your life support at Kehilat HaNahar.  
We can turn everything around at Kehilat Hanar.  
Walk right in it’s up the hill but don’t park below 

you’ll have to pay a bill.  
If you can remember your entry code, come right into 

the Little Shul.  
  
  
During these last two years our Security 

Committee has really been working hard. 
You see, there are still people out there 
like Haman who hate the Jews and want 
to see us gone. I park my blue VW 
microcar in a place that says “Rabbi”. We 
are going to take out that sign to save my 
car that has already been vandalized and 
was temporarily replaced by a loaner 
BMW. Without that sign there, no one 
will know that I am a rabbi and will be 
less likely to vandalize me or my car 
because that’s the kind of world we are 
living in.  

  
Our HOSEN (resilience) committee also stayed 

quite busy during these two years. In fact 
we have been closed down for most of 
these two upside down years and some of 
us are in this shul for the first time in 2 
years! Some of us are on Zoom and all of 
us know how to say “Please unmute 
yourself” - something we wouldn’t have 
said nearly as often if ever until two years 
ago. Yet two Rosh Hashanah’s ago we 
had to put a sign on the door that said, 
“Closed for the High Holidays”. Now we 
had never heard of a synagogue being 
closed on High Holidays before, but we 
had never experienced a pandemic in our 
lifetime. And with tears in our eyes, we 
had the high holy days on Zoom, looking 
for another place to create holy space. 
And wow, it worked!  

  
You can get your life support at Kehilat HaNahar.  
We can turn everything around at Kehilat Hanar.  
Walk right in it’s up the hill but don’t park below 

you’ll have to pay a bill.  
If you can remember your entry code, come right into 

the Little Shul.  
  
  
You see, Abraham’s Bagel U exploded on the 

Zoom, Torah study, Racial Justice Book 
Group and Jewish mysticism all 
blossomed on the Zoom. Rabbi Jonah put 
the whole Shul School on the Zoom and 
last year had Purim on the Zoom, 
carnival and all! Our Little Shul donated 
thousands of dollars to the poor and 
those in need after catastrophic floods 
came our way. Kehilat HaNahar offered 
life support during these upside down 
two years and we are grateful to be here 
today whether in our Little Shul or on 
the Zoom – I like saying “the Zoom”. 
And with Jim’s help and Arthur rooting 
from the next world, we will turn our 
garbage dump into a beautiful place!  
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May our topsy-turvy Purim turn this upside-
down world right-side up! 

  
You can get your life support at Kehilat HaNahar.  
We can turn everything around at Kehilat Hanar.  
Walk right in it’s up the hill but don’t park below 

you’ll have to pay a bill.  
If you can remember your entry code, come right into 

the Little Shul.  
 
 
 
This packet was edited by Rabbi Jonah Rank for Kehilat 
HaNahar. Please issue all related complaints to Rabbi 
Jonah forthwith and with no filtering whatsoever. 
Happy Purim 5782! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(+ 3 more years = 28!) 
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