
Interesting Passover Traditions & Customs 
 

 

Scallions:  An Afghani custom recalls the persecution of slavery.  Scallions are given to 

each person at the seder table, and as the song “Dayeinu” is sung, participants hit one 

another with the scallions.  While the meaning is serious, this practice—at least in our 

contemporary context in many of our households—can be a silly and fun addition to 

the seder for adults and children alike. 

 

Crossing the Sea:  Hasidic Jews living in Góra Kalwaria, Poland, reenact the crossing of 

the Red Sea in their living rooms. On the seventh day of Passover, each Jewish family 

pours water on the floor of their homes, hikes up their coats and says the name of the 

towns in the region they would pass while making their crossing. 

 

Preparing for Passover:  "Pesach work," as it was called in Cochin, India, would begin 

immediately after Chanukah. In the Cochin community, it was believed that if a Jewish 

woman were to make even the slightest mistake in Passover preparation during the 100 

days before the actual seder, then the lives of her husband and her children would be 

endangered.  The pursuit of chametz was a serious business. To ensure purity, the Jews 

of Cochin kept special rooms in which all Passover utensils, thoroughly scrubbed, were 

stored. Houses would be scraped and repainted immediately after Purim. Wells would 

be drained and scrubbed, lest they be polluted. Each grain of rice -- an essential staple 

even during Passover -- would be examined to ensure that it was free from cracks into 

which polluting chametz might find its way. 

 

Mortar:  In the British territory of Gibraltar, a tiny island off the coast of Spain, Jews 

actually mix the dust of bricks into their charoset dish, a symbol of the mortar used to 

hold together the brick walls the Jews built in Egypt. 

 

Starting Fresh:  Ethiopian Jews' history is strikingly similar to that of their Israelite 

ancestors. The Jewish community there underwent an exodus of their own in 1985, 

when Operations Moses and Joshua took almost 8,000 Jews from Sudan to a safe haven 

in Israel.  In commemoration of Passover and their own past, Ethiopian Jews break all 

of their dishes and make new ones to symbolize a complete break from the past and a 

new start. 

 

Blessing the Guests:  In a custom that began in Spain in the 14th century, the seder 

leader walks around the table three times with the seder plate in hand, tapping it on the 

head of each guest. Many Moroccan, Turkish, and Tunisian Jews adopted this tradition, 



which is said to bless those whose heads are tapped. This is sometimes connected to the 

Talmudic custom of "uprooting" the seder plate so that guests might ask questions 

about the Jews in Egypt. 

 

Acting:  In many Sephardic traditions, an elder member of the family enacts a skit in 

costume, posing as an ancient Jew who experienced the exodus from Egypt and 

describing the miracles he saw. In the countries of the Caucasus region, Iraq, Kurdistan, 

Yemen, and others, the leader of the seder (usually the head of household), would put 

the Afikoman in a bag, throw it over his shoulder, and use a cane to support himself. 

Sometimes a child participated, and there was a call and response with the table: 

"Where are you coming from?" "Egypt," was the reply, followed by the story of the 

Israelites following Moses out of slavery. "And where are you going?" someone at the 

table would ask. "Jerusalem!" 

 

Elijah: Many different customs surround the welcoming of the prophet Elijah, who is 

said to visit every seder. While Ashkenazi Jews (whose families came from Germany 

and later Eastern Europe) commonly leave a goblet of wine for the prophet, in 

Casablanca, Morocco, Jews would set up an elaborate chair with cushions and 

ornaments and leave it empty for Elijah's arrival. And in Marrakesh, dishes are 

prepared using the wine from Elijah's cup. Ashkenazi Jews often open the door to allow 

Elijah in, a tradition that wasn't historically a part of the Sephardic practice. 

 

Fashion: Both Hasidic Jews and Moroccan Jews have the custom of wearing white to 

seder, possibly to signify joyfulness. Some Jews wear white on Rosh Hashanah, the 

Jewish new year, or on Yom Kippur, although this varies.  Also, three passages in 

Exodus say that the Israelites received gold and silver from the Egyptians (for example, 

12:35: "The Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of 

silver and gold and for clothing"). Accordingly, Hungarian Jews had a tradition of 

putting all of their gold and silver jewelry on the seder table. 

 

A Passover Play:  There is an African Jewish custom that the children at the seder 

would dress up in elaborate costumes and act out the story of the Exodus, rather than 

simply sit and listen as the story is told or read to them.  After the play, the parents had 

the opportunity to ask each character questions.  In certain households, children and 

adults alike would dress up in costume and act out the story.  This could be a fun 

tradition to use in our own households!  

 


