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Time Line 

 

Following is a list of people/events/characters featured in this book. “Attested” data reflect 
specifics proved by archaeological and/or extra-biblical discoveries. “Widely Accepted” data are 
those specifics which many scholars are in general agreement that, although not evidentially proven, 
have enough circumstantial evidence to be compelling and, therefore, believed to have occurred. 
These specifics are marked with an ‘*’ and some have been arrived at through the author’s own 
academic evaluations at the time of publication. The data are subject to revision as new evidence is 
discovered. All dates are approximate, with some dates still debated. 

“Biblical Literalist Chronology” uses genealogies and timespans of biblical events to calculate 
dates corresponding to the modern civil calendar used in most of the world. This method assumes 
the infallibility of the biblical tales—an assumption with which the author does not agree. The 
premise of this book is that many of the biblical tales are allegories of political happenings at the 
time they were written but set at an earlier time in order to give the political situation authority by 
precedent. 

 
 Attested and/or Widely Accepted History Biblical Literalist Chronology 

3100 Sumerian invention of writing  
2400 Akkadian Empire est. (fell c. 2200 BCE) 

significant ruler: Sargon the Great  

2100+  Noah 
1900 1st Babylonian Empire established. Successive 

Babylonian empires survived until 539 BCE.  

18th century Reign of Babylonian king, Hammurabi. 
Codification of laws 
------ 
Texts from Chagar Bazar and Mari, both in 
modern-day Syria, provide early evidence of 
the use of the names “Jacob” and “Ishmael” 

Abraham 

1700–1550 Hyksos, or “rulers of foreign lands,” rule in 
Egypt Joseph 

1500 +/-  Job (book composed centuries later) 
14th/13th 
century  Moses & the "Exodus" 

1355–1325 Egyptian (Amarna) letters reference corvée  
1275  Entry into Promised Land 
1220 Pharaoh Merneptah stela includes Victory 

Hymn with the first attestation of group called 
"Israel" 

 

1198–1166 Reign of Rameses III, king of Egypt. Battled 
the “Sea Peoples.” 1st attestation of a group 
called “Philistines.” 
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1100 Earliest settlement of Beersheba/Beersheva  
1020–1000 *Reign of Saul  
1000–961 Reign of David 

(based on only one piece of evidence)  

961–922 *Reign of Solomon  
late 10th 
century 1st Temple built Samuel 

(combination of texts of various ages) 
922 *Revolt of Jeroboam: Division into 

Israel/Northern Kingdom (Jeroboam) and 
Judah (Rehoboam) 

 

922–901 *Reign of Jeroboam  
885–850 *Reign of Ahab (husband to Jezebel) Elijah 

840 Moabite Stone (Mesha Stela) 
1st mention of Hebrew God "the Eternal"  

789–748 *Reign of Jeroboam II  
785–720 720 BCE: Fall of Israel/ Northern Kingdom 

(10 Lost Tribes) 
Amos, Jonah, Hosea, and Isaiah 
(edited over centuries) 

715–686 Reign of Hezekiah of Judah - witnessed 
destruction of Israel/Northern Kingdom & 
influx of refugees, repelled Assyrian invasion, 
mandated sole worship of the Eternal 

 

704–681 Reign of Sennacherib, king of Assyria  
640–609 *Reign of Josiah. 622 BCE - "finds" book, 

institutes religious reforms   

627–582  Jeremiah (edited over centuries) 
605–540  Daniel (book composed centuries later) 

6th century *1st clear statement of monotheism in 2nd 
Isaiah (edited over at least 100 years)  

593–573  Ezekiel 
586 Babylonian defeat of Judah 

586 BCE - Destruction of the 1st Temple  

586–539 Babylonian Exile  
539–333 Cyrus of Persia defeats Babylon 

Jews under Persian Rule - "Postexilic" period  

520–515 Temple rebuilt Malachi 
5th/4th 

century 
Activity of Ezra the Scribe. "Publication" of 
Torah, beginnings of Judaism as religion 

Ezra reads the Law 
Nehemiah restores the Law 

336–323 Alexander the Great (Greek) defeats Persia  
250 Torah (1st 5 books) written in final form 

- date is highly speculative  

164 Maccabean (Hasmonean) Revolt   
- 0 -    

37–100 life of Josephus   
70 Destruction of 2nd Temple (by Rome)   
189 Mishnah compiled by Judah the Prince   

306–337 Reign of Constantine of Rome   
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370 Jerusalem Talmud (Gemara)   
380 Rome adopts Christianity   
650 Babylonian Talmud (Gemara)   

 
- Judges – contains some of the oldest biblical material 
- Psalms - contains prayers and songs from every Biblical period of Israel's history 
- Song of Songs and book of Proverbs - collected (potentially) over 800 years, completed 2nd 

century BCE 
- Joshua - likely composed 7th century BCE and edited over centuries 
- Chronicles - post-exilic retelling of entire history 
- Canonization of the entire Hebrew Bible is (speculatively) estimated to have happened in the 

2nd century CE 
- (inclusion of some Ketuvim, the Writings, was debated into the early common era) 
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Genealogy of the Kings of Ancient Israel and Judah 
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Map of Ancient Israel and Judah 

 
 


