
Temple Israel of Northern Westchester 

Board Meeting Minutes 

July 11, 2019 

 

Call to Order   

Steve Samuels called the meeting to order at 7:32pm. 

Thumb Ball Activity 

We continued the ice-breaking ball toss to learn more about each other.  

D’Var Torah   

Dan Theodore delivered the summary of the section on Hukkat (Numbers 19:1-22), which 

includes Miriam’s death and Moses striking a rock to find water, and commentary. 

Acceptance of Minutes  

Norman Newman made a motion to accept the minutes from the June 6 meeting. The 

motion was seconded, and all were in favor. 

Good and Welfare  

There was no report. 

Recent Events  

North American Jewish Choral Festival – The choir performed at this annual event for the 

first time, which was, as Cantor Lauren said, “An exhilarating experience.” There were many 

comments by attendees that it was one of the best/strongest/outstanding performances 

ever. Cantor and Eddie Pleasant attended/taught some of the Festival presentations.  

Roots – Shadi Abu Awwad and Hanan Schlesinger, a Muslim and a Jew respectively, talked 

about how to build peace between the Palestinians and the Israelis. Rather than “hugging 

and eating hummos together,” it takes understanding to make a future together. Their 

personal stories and a video illustrated how they are working to achieve this. The event was 

attended by 80 people, far more than expected.  

Northern Westchester Jewish Festival – TINW had a table at this debut event in Mount 

Kisco, and the choir performed. The event’s purpose was to raise awareness that Jews are 

not just in Scarsdale, and contribute to a vibrant community. 

Upcoming Events  

Pop-up Shabbat will be hosted tomorrow, July 12, at Camp Sprout on Route 129, including 

music and oneg. Open to anyone in the community. Bring a picnic dinner. 

Brotherhood Barbeque – will be held “rain or shine” at Senasqua Park on Monday, July 22. 

Adult Education – The schedule for October 2019 through May 2020 was handed out, and 

topics include “Jewish Cowboys,” “Israel’s Game of Thrones,” and “Feisty Jews.” These 

classes are open to anyone, not just TINW members. 

Emergency Blood Drive – will be held at the Croton Free Library on Thursday, July 25. 
Contact (914) 862-0199 or crotonblood@gmail.com to make an appointment, or if you have 
questions. Donors who gave blood on May 5 at Croton Harmon HS are eligible to donate 
again. Every pint of blood that is donated has the potential to save three lives.  
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URJ Biennial  

The conference for Reform Judaism this year will be held in Chicago, December 11-15. The 

agenda offers a variety of classes on leadership. Steve Samuels encouraged Board 

members to consider attending and to let him know if you want to go. 

Security Update 

There is still no news about the grant TINW applied for. 

We will be contracting a security company shortly, which will in place by the start of CJL 

(September 8). A trained guard will be in the building for Friday and Saturday shabbat 

services, Sunday and Wednesday CJL meetings, High Hold Days, Purim, and other dates 

as determined. TINW is requiring an assessment of $97 per family for the 2019-2020 year to 

cover the cost of personnel. Special training for the Board tbd. TINW members Fred 

Safarowic and Matt Fraternale were thanked for assisting the Board in identifying and 

interviewing potential security companies.  

Pledge Letter   

An email was sent to all congregants on Tuesday, July 9, with pledge information, including 

the new Security Assessment. Robin reported that already about $23,000 has been 

received in payments through the website. She explained that there is an effort to do all 

financial transactions – gifts, Sisterhood/Brotherhood dues, etc. – online; paper letters will 

be sent on request only. 

Sanctuary Seating 

Postponed until the September meeting. 

Board Responsibilities 

Two Board members responded to Steve’s instruction for feedback on the list of 

responsibilities already developed. Lisa Dashman and Glen Wolland discussed their input; 

Glen suggested categorizing the existing list into Board Development, In-reach and Out-

reach.  

Mark Casso commented on the function of a strategic plan, “Where do we want to be 5 

years from now?” Steve agreed that a strategic plan is needed, but that a comprehensive 

list is needed first since “Board responsibilities will fit into a strategic plan.”  

Norman Newman pointed out that there is a difference between individual Board members’ 

responsibilities and those of the Board as a group; for example, it would be a good idea to 

review the extant committees. 

Michael Goldberg’s viewpoint is that the Board has a 5-point responsibility: to the 

synagogue, to the congregants, to the community, to our children, and to each other.  

Director of CJL Report 

Rabbi Pein is in the process of getting an Executive Master’s degree in Jewish Education. 

A Hebrew Union College student will intern this fall, assisting both Sunday and Wednesday 

classes. Additionally, an Israeli will be doing his required “year of service” with CJL. 

Classroom 7 is being redesigned to be a Youth Lounge. 



Barry Feinberg, the Board’s Environmental Scanner, talked about a survey of 14,000 Jewish 

teens about their involvement with Judaism. One finding is that today’s teens have a 

broader world view compared to their parents’ viewpoint. Rabbi Pein said that new 

programs and activities will be tried to attract more teens. Steve suggested that older 

students can mentor younger ones about “what’s coming” and in order to get them looking 

forward to the teen program. 

To boost CJL enrollment, a social media campaign has been in progress. This time last 

year, there were 127 students enrolled in CJL; right now it’s 97. There was wide-ranging 

discussion as to why (for example) none of the last 7th grade students is continuing in the 

CJL.  

Cantor’s Report  

Included in the report on Recent Events. 

NOTE: the Rabbi’s Report was included as an attachment from Robin to the Board on July 

10, detailing her activities since the June meeting. 

Adjournment   

A motion to adjourn was made, which was seconded. It was voted on, and the meeting 

concluded at  9:15pm. 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday, September 5 at 7:30pm. 


