
Temple Israel of Northern Westchester 

Board Meeting Minutes 

June 6, 2019 

 

Call to Order    

Steve Samuels called the meeting to order at 7:31pm. 

Thumb Ball Activity 

Steve introduced the Thumb Ball and how to use it. Each person had a chance to give a 

brief bio and then execute an action written on the ball. In this way, we learned some new 

(and intriguing) information about each Board member as well as the clergy (who were 

included in the exercise). 

D’Var Torah   

Sylvana Trabout delivered commentary for Bamidbar (Numbers 1.1-4.20), in which God tells 

Moses to count the Israelites with him in the desert (603,550 total) by tribe. The portion is 

about the institution of taking a census and why it might be a good thing to do. July’s D’var, 

Dan Theodore. 

Acceptance of Minutes  

A motion was made to accept the minutes as written from the May meeting. The suggestion 

to remove a reference to immediately having a security guard at services, which was agreed 

to. A motion was made to accept the revised minutes. The motion was seconded, and all 

were in favor. 

Good and Welfare  

Rabbi Jaech announced the deaths of Robert Kasanofsky, father of Steve Kasanofsky; 

Thelma Rich-Weinstein, mother of Howard Rich; and Isadore Kreel, father of Laura Wexler. 

Refuah Shleimah was offered for Iris Levine and Judy Stein. 

“Jews and Brews” Benefit Event  

The event netted about $12,000. Janine McClear said it was the first time she and her 

husband had attended a TINW event of this kind, and that they loved that it was at a 

“casual, relaxed, fun atmosphere”. 

Upcoming Events 

     - UJA Northern Westchester Jewish Festival, Sunday, June 23rd , 11a-3p at Mount Kisco 

Village Hall Plaza. Cantor: TINW is the only synagogue that is being represented by our 

music. We’ll also have some simple craft activities for children. The Festival is geared to 

young unaffiliated Jewish families. Steve asked for volunteers to help staff the table, which 

was achieved.  

- Palestinian and Zionist Settler discussion, Sunday, June 30th, 12:15-3p at TINW. 

- North American Jewish Choral Festival, Monday, July 8th at the Stamford Hilton, 

Stamford, CT. The Choir will perform pieces composed by Dina Pruzhansky as well 

as other music. 

Kesef Update 

Kesef is TINW’s new off-site bookkeeping provider. They will be designing customized 



reports to improve our processes. Engaging Kesef does not change TINW’s relationship 

with our congregants. Robin requested that donations to specified funds (e.g., Rabbi’s 

Discretionary Fund, Music Fund, etc.) should still be brought to the temple office (vs. sent to 

Kesef).  

Security Update 

The grant has been submitted for $100,000 to implement physical aspects (e.g., doors) to 

improve security. We hope to hear by the end of the summer about a decision. 

In terms of security personnel, each family will be charged a small fee to help fund the 

addition of trained personnel for Friday evening, Saturday morning, and other key times. 

Arlen Epstein spoke about the Community Security Service, an organization that has 

worked with many synagogues to teach ways to make the building and people in it safer. 

Yorktown Property Update 

There have been some conversations, but nothing firm as yet. 

CJL Young Children Registration Discount  

Parents with children up through 2nd grade can register the child in CJL without becoming a 

TINW member – at a cost 50% above the CJL rates for TINW members. The extra monies 

will be applied to either their Building Fund or their Membership Fee if and when the family 

becomes a full-fledged member. This is a meaningful incentive to become a TINW member. 

Board Responsibilities 

Board President Steve Samuels explained that “We are in sacred partnership with each 

other, with the clergy, with the congregants.” Board members then broke into small groups 

to develop more items to include in the list of responsibilities. Glen Wolland reminded Board 

members to “be active wherever you are, about being a Board member.” There were a 

number of suggestions about what should be added. 

Vice-Presidents’ Roles 

Deferred to next meeting.  

Shabbat Hosts / Gift Giving 

Robin Safarowic explained that the gift bag contains items from the Sisterhood, 

Brotherhood, and Board. She explained the duties of the Shabbat Host. 

Youth Report 

Deferred to next meeting. 

Rabbi’s Report 

Deferred to next meeting. 

 

Adjournment   

A motion to adjourn was made, which was seconded. It was voted on, and the meeting 

concluded at 9:45pm. 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday, at 7:30pm. 


