
Temple Israel of Northern Westchester 

Board Meeting Minutes 

October 8, 2020 

 

Welcome and Call to Order   

Steve Samuels called the Zoom meeting to order at 7:33 pm and welcomed everyone. 

D’var Torah   

Norman Newman presented the d’var on Simchat Torah. The “portion” starts with Moses blessing 

the Children of Israel (in Deuteronomy) and ends with the Creation (in Genesis). Moses is told to 

look over the Promised Land, but is prohibited from entering it, because G_d was angry with him 

for earlier not following an order. 

We are encouraged to “parade and dance around the Torah.” Norman said he doesn’t feel like 

dancing: recovering from COVID-19, feeling isolated, missing his grandchildren, unemployment is 

at an all-time high, the economy is a mess, too many people are dying. “As Jews we are told to 

never give up hope,” so he will try to dance and be joyful. 

Dan Theodore will present at the November meeting  

Acceptance of Minutes  

A motion was made to accept the minutes from the September 3 meeting, it was seconded, and 

passed. The minutes were approved.  

Good and Welfare  

Condolences to: Sheryl Sapriel on the death of her father, Melvin Alperin. 

 Jeff Pogany on the death of his father, Dennis Pogany. 

               Terri Ochs, on the death of her aunt, Joann Greenberg. 

R’fuah sh’leima to: Ken Samuels.  

  Larry Samuels, brother of Steve Samuels.  

Mazel tov to: Abby Cofsky and family on niece Ellie Roppa becoming a bat mitzvah. 

 Steve and Linda Samuels on the imminent marriage of daughter Cassie to Matthew Dezii. 

 Alison and Barry Feinberg on the birth of granddaughter Amelia Mae Feinberg. 

 Lauren and Marc Shenfield on the birth of granddaughter Taylor Brooke. 

 Happy birthday to Norman Newman. 

Welcome to new TINW members: Laura and Sam Edwards. 

    Asya Reznikov and Michael Rosenthal. 

High Holy Days Recap 

1) Steve asked for feedback about the services. Carol Levin missed being with people, did not 

miss the rush to the parking lots, but felt it “spiritually moving” to be in her home with family. Janine 

McLear said it was easier to prepare the meals, but had difficulty following along with the flipbook; 

grateful for the music. (Visitor) Marlene Cartaina noted that Rabbi’s selected readings were very 

moving (although not the traditional readings); enjoyed the “quiet of my home [and] with a lemon 

we really made lemonade.” Rob Falk “would prefer to be away from my house” because of the 

temptation to not fast on YK. Rabbi observed that we’ve learned from these services, and that new 

things were tried, some of which will likely be incorporated into future services. 



2) Steve asked about the HHD phone calls that Board members made. Len Simon, Lisa Dashman 

and Barry Feinberg reported good conversations with those reached, and even receiving a thank-

you email in return. Steve revealed that he received some comments from members who did not 

receive a call. He wants to continue making phone calls. Rabbi suggested calling to thank 

members who have made their annual pledge. 

Sukkot 

Steve talked about the successful event in the new sukkah. Cantor commented about having the 

individual classes visit and participate, with support from the Education Committee. Andrea 

Wertheimer said that Sisterhood had a “very nice, intimate experience” in the sukkah. 

Pledges and CJL Enrollment 

Treasurer Dan Theodore reported on budget, pledges and CJL contributions. 

Health and Safety 

a)  B’Nai Mitzvahs – Steve re-positioned seating in the sanctuary, and 24 “is now the magic 

number” for people attending. Norman Newman asked if that maximum can be applied for people 

who have yahrzeits and want to attend Friday services, not only for b’nei mitzvah events. Steve 

replied that the overall policy still is to minimize the number of people in the building. Rabbi does 

not want to wear a mask at Friday services, therefore people should not be in the sanctuary. 

Cantor pointed out that schools are open and COVID is spiking again. Steve said that TINW’s 

medical consultant advises not to change anything we’re doing right now.  

b) In-person socially-distanced events – Steve said that since we’re allowed to have up to 50 

people outdoors, masked and socially distanced, how does the Board think we should react if 

someone comes with a plan for an event. He stressed that the plan must include how they will 

monitor attendees in terms of following rules. Alan Brott said he is against offering this kind of 

event due to security and safety concerns. There was general agreement to this. 

Listening Sessions 

Steve reminded Board members to come forward, either setting up a group or to speak directly to 

him. Norman Newman suggested assigning everyone to a group of 5; Michael Goldberg said that 

he doesn’t think that’s the most useful strategy, that it’s more effective if group members know 

each other, therefore feeling more comfortable to speak openly. 

Yorktown Property   

Glen Wolland reported that the Real Estate Committee is ready to recommend an agent to handle 

the sale. The contract is written, and he expects to have it back by Monday. Alan Brott asked what 

discussions about asking-price have occurred, Glen replied that “nobody really knows what the 

market is today.”  

Dina Pruzhansky 

Cantor reported that Dina is going to Israel to visit family for 3 months. TINW is the only job she 

has that cannot be done remotely, although she has software that could enable that. Cantor has 

someone in mind that might be engaged as needed while Dina’s away. 

Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn was made, which was seconded. It was voted on, and the meeting concluded 

at 8:48 pm. 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday, November 5, 2020 at 7:30pm 


