
Temple Kol Emeth Religious School COVID-19 Guidelines
(as of August 17, 2021)

Temple Kol Emeth is committed to maintaining a safe and healthy learning
environment for all of its families. Our Temple Kol Emeth Religious School is in
constant consultation with our synagogue leadership and physicians to update all

health and safety policies.

Our COVID-19 health and safety policies are structured in accordance with the CDC
guidelines for schools. The following measures are in place to promote the health and

safety of our students, staff, and guests.

Note:
This is a living document that will be updated in accordance with the latest
evidence-based guidelines. Conditions are changing on a daily basis and, if
necessary, we will adjust our plans to ensure everyone’s safety. We will inform
you when any changes to our guidelines are made.



Vaccinations
All TKE Religious School staff members have been vaccinated.

Masks
Masks are required for all individuals ages 2+, regardless of vaccination status,
when inside Temple Kol Emeth buildings. Masks are recommended outdoors.
We recommend reusable cloth or disposable medical masks. Masks with vents or
gaiter-type masks are discouraged.

Sanitizing Stations
Sanitation stations will be available in each classroom and teachers will instruct
students to wash hands and sanitize frequently. Students are encouraged to have their
own hand sanitizer in their backpacks as well.

Daily Health Screening
PLEASE do not send your child to school if they show any signs of illness.
Signs of COVID may include:

o Fever of approx. 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or Higher
o Chills with or without fever
o Cough
o Runny nose or nasal congestion
o Shortness of breath
o Loss of taste or smell
o Sore throat
o Muscle aches
o GI symptoms such as nausea, vomiting, and/or diarrhea

While we understand that many of these symptoms can also be related to
non-COVID-19 issues, we must proceed with an abundance of caution during this
Public Health Emergency. These symptoms typically appear 2-7 days after being
infected so please take them seriously. Your child will need to be symptom-free
without any medications for 72 hours before returning to school.

Should your child develop any symptoms during their time at Religious School, we
will contact you to pick up your student.  Our school has the right to evaluate the
health of your student if they are experiencing any symptoms mentioned above.

Please do not send your child to school under the following conditions:
● If your child or anyone in your household tests positive for COVID
● If your child spends a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24 hour

period AND within 6 feet of someone who is COVID+
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Breaks and Food
At this time, students are encouraged to bring their own snack and filled water bottle
(with their name on it).  TKE will not be providing snacks for our students, nor will
we be collecting classroom snacks for distribution. For older students meeting during
lunch, please bring your own lunch and drink. We will do our best to eat outside
(weather permitting) and/or socially distanced in the classrooms and DLC.

Students will have mask breaks outdoors and teachers will bring students outside to
have a socially distanced snack break (weather permitting). If students are not able to
go outside we will find places indoors where they can be socially distant. Please feel
free to send your student with a towel to use to sit on the ground.

Until further notice, no snack sales or bagel sales will be available. KEFTY will
not be selling items in the morning. Please feed your student breakfast before arriving
at TKE Religious School.

Classrooms/Sanctuary
Students will be spaced out in the classroom and we will minimize cross-grade close
contact.  In the sanctuary, students will sit by class. Larger spaces, such as our social
hall and sanctuary, will be used as much as possible for larger group programming
(such as family programs) to provide social distancing opportunities.

When transitioning from the classrooms to other spaces, we will have students travel
by class and maintain space between classes. When in larger spaces, we will have
them sit by class with space between classes.

*When weather permits, we will encourage learning outside to allow for mask-less
time for teachers and students. This is still in development.

Classrooms will undergo cleaning at the end of each Sunday.  All shared resources or
supplies will be properly sanitized. The bathrooms will be cleaned after each session,
including any public space that our community uses.

Supplies
In the coming week(s), please send your student with a pencil box or bag (with
your student’s name on it) filled with markers or colored pencils, a few writing
utensils (pen and pencils), a pair of scissors, and glue stick.

We will store these in the classroom, and it will help cut down cross-contact.  Our
teachers will have some supplies that can be shared and as mentioned above will be
sanitized.
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Exposure
We will contact a class if we are aware of any student testing positive for COVID.  We
ask that our families immediately notify us of any information that will help us
provide a safe environment for our children and staff. We will follow up directly with
those impacted by a positive case and will include details about returning back to
school.

As part of the Temple Kol Emeth community, we all have a role in keeping our
community healthy and safe. By returning to school and programming, your family is
committing to partnering with us to reduce the risk of exposure to COVID-19. Please
know that even though we are all committed to the health and safety of our
community, there are no restrictions, guidelines, or safe practices that will remove
100% of the risk of transmission of COVID-19. We ask that our families remain
flexible and adaptable as we work to provide a safe, engaging, and meaningful year
together.

Thank you in advance for being our partner! Please do not hesitate to reach out to our
team or TKE’s leadership with any questions or concerns.

L’shalom,

Temple Kol Emeth Religious School

4


