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Hearing Out Low and High Alike 
 
This week we begin reading the fifth book of the Torah, D’varim, meaning 
“words.” Now in the fortieth year of the Exodus, the Israelites are about to enter 
the Land of Israel. Moses gathers the people to hear his final teachings. He begins 
by recalling a very personal moment. Namely the time he realized that he couldn’t 
lead the people all by himself.  
 
Forty years ago, Moses was trying to do it all. Logistics, planning, answering 
questions, and resolving disputes. After a time, it became too much to bear. 
Overcome by the sheer volume of arguments and cases, he enlisted “wise, 
discerning, and experienced” leaders to help him judge fairly (Deuteronomy 1:13). 
Moses laid out three essential characteristics that would lead to fair conclusions: 
remaining impartial, hearing people out, and not being afraid to render judgment.      
 
It is telling that Moses begins the first of his final speeches with this account. He 
could have opened with big moments like the Israelites’ march towards freedom or 
their shared experience at Mount Sinai. Rather, Moses focused on something very 
practical. Trial judges aren’t the only ones hearing and judging disputes. All of us 
are dayanim, judges – we listen and help others figure out solutions to problems: 
at home, at work, when we are playing sports or games.  
 
As we speak, our leaders in Washington, D.C. are set to begin deliberating who 
might be worthy of filling the vacant spot in our nation’s highest court after the 
retirement of Justice Anthony Kennedy. Many of us may be wondering: What 
characteristics or qualifications will they base their decision on? 
 
The wisdom of Moses and the Torah gives us a very good foundation to draw 
upon. They speak equally to the importance of intelligence and fairness as we 



draw our own conclusions and make decisions. May we all strive to become wise, 
discerning, and experienced dayanim in our own lives.  
 


