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Who’s Behind the Scenes? 
 
This week’s Torah portion, Vayigash (Judah “went”), is the third part of Joseph’s 
story. Here is where it all gets sorted out as he finally reconciles with his family 
after years of strife and distance. Joseph will, at last, let go of the bitter memories 
of the past and stand up for himself. In a beautifully climactic moment, Joseph 
reveals himself to his brothers, who cannot believe it is really him. More 
importantly, Joseph shows himself to be a man of good character, a decent person. 
In a word, a mensch. The Pharaoh seems to be touched by this family reunion and 
invited Jacob’s entire family to settle in Goshen, a fertile area in Egypt.    
 
Joseph, who is accustomed to looking at the bigger picture, now views the arc of 
his life in a new light. He understands that the traumatic events of his teenage 
years ultimately led him to this moment. Though he doesn’t use the exact word, 
the message he conveys to his brothers was that it was meant to be – b’shert. 
Throughout his life, different choices resulted in different outcomes. But they were 
all part of a larger picture. A divine script that only God can see. He even comforts 
his brothers, who by now were certainly feeling quite guilty. 
 
Somethings things just seem to fall into place. We can’t pinpoint why, but we 
intuit that there is a larger script at play. One door closes and another opens. Or as 
the sage Zadok HaKohen of Lublin taught, “At its deepest level, faith is the belief 
that life is meaningful and that things happen for a reason.” So let us continue to 
put the pieces of our life’s puzzle into place and have faith that it will all work out 
just fine.         


