
7-7 Shabbat Balak 7:30 p.m Kabbalat Shabbat

7-14 Shabbat Pinchas 7:30 p.m Kabbalat Shabbat

7-21 Shabbat Matot-Massei 7:00 p.m Friday Night Lights

7-28 Shabbat Devarim 7:30 p.m Kabbalat Shabbat 

From the Rabbi’s desk…                            RABBI MATTHEW BERGER
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        Sh’ma

July 2017: Schedule of Services                   

Just a Glass of Water 
Note: I am writing this article during my first full day as faculty at Greene Family Camp. It gets 
hot here. I am outside a lot. I get thirsty. 

Which reminds me of a story. Rabbi Israel Salanter (1809-1883) was once in a hotel in 
France. He went into the restaurant and asked for a glass of water. Afterwards he was given 
a bill for 50 francs, which was a lot of money back then. Surprised, he asked the waiter why 
the price was so high. The waiter replied, “My good Rabbi, you are not paying only for the 
water! See the piano player over there tickling the ivories, and the artful tapestries upon the 
walls. You’re paying for the ambiance.”   

At that moment, he had an epiphany. After paying the bill and even leaving a tip, Rabbi Salanter quickly returned to his room in the hotel and 
wrote a letter to his students back in Russia. He explained that he never knew why the blessing for drinking water was “she’hakol nih’yeh 
bid’varo … that everything comes through God’s speech” until that very moment.  

Rabbi Salanter often wondered why you would bless the Holy One for everything just for a simple glass of water. Now he understood that we 
use the opportunity to thank God for the water to also recognize the many other things that God gives us: the sky, trees, fresh air and all that 
amazing things we experience.   

This is what an experience like summer camp, or for that matter life, is all about. Finding the extraordinary within the ordinary. Whether you are 
outside enjoying the sun, with friends old or new, or going about your daily routine, it is important to look for moments that you can cherish and 
remember.    

I love seeing all of the kids and young adults at Greene Family Camp every day. CBSW has some of the youngest campers in the Bonim 
(Builders) unit to Madrichim (Counselors). I talk to them in between activities, during mealtime, and learn with them in their cabins. I get to 
catch up with students who are away at college but here at GFC during the summer. What a blessing to be able to reunite with friends, teach 
about Judaism and make a difference in people’s lives.  

Remember, in life you’re not just paying for the glass of water. But you’re experiencing and, hopefully, enjoying all of the accoutrements – 
friends, family, learning and all that life has to offer.                                                                         B’shalom, 



From the President	 	 	 	 	 	 	   	 	 	 Ellen Karas                                      

Your CBSW Board of Trustees has begun our new year. This 
summer we are upgrading most of our door locks to include 
card key access for our congregation, staff and organizations 
and people who rent our facilities. This process has taken two 
years. We first decided to get some expert advice instead of 
just having our own Board of Trustees and facilities opinions 
inform the choices. We were very fortunate and an 
international risk assessment firm provided an assessment 
pro bono to us. Once we received their feedback they helped 
us find security installers to give us the quotes. 

We had a Jewish, non-member of CBSW who lives in the 
greater Houston area donate most of the money to purchase 
and install the equipment.  

The equipment is orders and is currently on schedule to be 
installed during the summer, towards late July and earlier in 
August. 

Card key access will enable us to have “fail-secure” doors. 
This means that our doors will be locked automatically on the 
outside when we set them to be locked. People will always be 
able to exit our buildings from the inside, even when the 
doors are locked. Just as you can now. It means that our 
renters (including the long-term renters and the short-term 
renters) will have access to the rooms that they rent and not 
our entire building.   

Our buildings serve as both houses of worship and as 
classrooms for both our religious school and for the schools 
and organizations that rent our facilities. While many religious 
organizations completed upgrades such as these over the 
last few years, it’s taken us a while to have a professional firm 
help us identify our most needed upgrades and to secure the 
lion’s share of the funding for these upgrades.   

Another upgrade being installed over this summer is more of 
an internal upgrade. We are changing over our website and 
billing system to a more integrated system that will allow 
congregants to interact with our website in more ways.  
 
The first change you will notice in mid-August or so is that 
you will be issued login credentials to our secure website. You 
will be able to log into the website and see your 
congregational account. You’ll be able to make payments, 

print out invoices and sign up for events through the website. 
You will also be able to view your Yarhzeit lists. You’ll be able 
to let us know you are coming to an event by clicking on the 
event on either the home page of the website or through the 
weekly email or through the calendar page on the website.  

During the August 20th membership brunch, Jen O will be in 
the library showing you how to use the and answering 
questions. This is the fastest growing system for temples all 
over the country. We heard good reviews about this system 
and we’ve been working on the version for CBSW for a few 
weeks now and we all seem happy with the potential. You’ll 
hear more about this and will receive information through 
your email on how to access your account once we have it 
ready. Mike Duchin, Kaye Brouse, Jen O (in the office), the 
Rabbi and myself have all been working with this system for a 
few weeks.  

Shortly after we get it ready, we will also have an app that you 
will be able to download to your apple and android devices. 
We’ve had many requests for an app and the company that is 
providing the structure for our new system also provides apps 
for many congregations through the country. 

Before I sign off for this July Sh’ma, I’d like to thank long-time 
CBSW member Miriam Leitko for her helming the Sh’ma for 
the last years This is Miriam’s last Sh’ma that she will be 
putting together. Thank you to Miriam for all of your 
dedication to CBSW with the Sh’ma. 

August’s Sh’ma will look much the same as Jen O in the 
office takes over but once she gets going with our new 
system our Sh’ma may change a bit as well to best utilize the 
features that our new system can incorporate into 
newsletters. So, expect some changes over time as Jen 
settles in with it.  

B’shalom, 
 
 
Ellen Karas 
president@cbsw.org 

mailto:president@cbsw.org
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Religious School                                                         Helen Richard                                                                                       

Shalom & welcome to the new CBSW Religious School 
year! 
Tzedakah: A special thanks to all the students who gave so 
generously each week. We had raised a total of $536 this 
past year. WOW!!! Tzedakah is the Hebrew word for the acts 
that we call "charity" in English: giving aid, assistance and 
money to the poor and needy or to other worthy causes. In 
Judaism, giving to the poor is not viewed as a generous, 
magnanimous act; it is simply an act of justice and 
righteousness, the performance of a duty, giving the poor their 
due. It is a big part of Jewish life, and as Jews we must 
perform acts of justice, as well as love and kindness. Thank 
you David Cassidy for collecting and counting weekly.  
  
Toda Rabah (Thank you) We cannot thank enough to our 
dedicated Camp Shalom Madrichim and Staff for your 
commitment in providing quality Jewish Camp experience for 
our campers. We are very pleased with all of the fun 
enrichment that you brought to camp. Parents - thank you for 
allowing us to educate your children and nurture in them the 
skills, beliefs and emotional attachments which will enable 
them to integrate the values of Torah, Avodah, and Gemilut 
Chasadim – Jewish learning, worship, and the doing of good 

deeds – into their lives. We are very glad to have your 
children in Camp Shalom and our CBSW Religious School.  
  
We are presently working to gather the best faculty for our 
5778 (2017-18) school year. Unfortunately, a few of our 
teachers will be unable to return.  We thank them and wish 
them the best in everything they choose to do. Let me know if 
we can count on your help. Faculty Orientation will be held on 
Sunday, Aug 20th immediately after the membership brunch 
at 12noon – 2:00pm. 

Looking forward to see y’all at the Membership Brunch on 
August 20th 10am – 12:00noon. 
The first day of Religious School will be Sunday, September 
10th . 
 Have a terrific, safe summer. 

Shalom, 
     Helen Richard 
School Principal  
Director of Education and Lifelong Learning 
Chalon L’atid Director 



   Yahrzeits

For  information on how you can honor 
someone with a leaf on our  Tree of Life, or 
remember a loved one with a plaque on our  
Yarzheit Board,  contact the  temple office.

   Donations

Sh’ma 
is published monthly by   

Congregation Beth Shalom of The Woodlands 
5125 Shadowbend Place   The Woodlands, TX 77381 

Visit us at: www.cbsw.org

Erline Bennett   July  1   Mother of Charles Bennett 
George Freiman   July  1   Brother of Joel Freiman 
Hildegard Linz Kern   July  2   Mother of Michael Kern 
Helen Loeb    July  2   Grandmother of Jeri Dushkin 
Lena Lewis    July  3   Grandmother of Dede Fox 
Frank Patton    July  4   Father of Chase Patton 
Shulamit Bachrach   July  7   Mother Iris Mahon 
Carolyn Komisar   July  8   Aunt of Barry Friedman 
Irvin C Bobbie" Westerfeld" July  8   Brother-in-law of Robert Strong 
Billie Jo Patton   July  9   Mother of Chase Patton 
Marilyn Cutler   July  10  Mother of Scott Cutler 
Woolfie Duchen   July  12  Grandfather of Terri Singer 
Ezra Ozeri Ben Rache  July  13  Father of Helen Richard 
Edward Pucossi   July  14  Father of Jane Pucossi 
Thomasina Schwerer  July  14  Mother of Susan Seltzer 
Bob Zamboras   July  14  Friend of Steve Appel 
Clarice Pesses   July  15  Grandmother of Maura Shapiro 
William Adam    July  17  Father of Irene Marks 
Leo Feirst    July  18  Grandfather of Jim Leiber 
Mannie Manoff   July  18  Grandfather of Michelle Ward 
Thelma Walters   July  18  Mother of Tim Walters 
Gerard Lovelace   July  20  Father of J.J. Lovelace 
Thelma Nagler   July  20  Aunt of Richard Davis 
Morgan Freiman   July  21  Brother of Joel Freiman 
Petra Ottati    July  21  Mother of June Ottati 
William Winston   July  22  Father of Barry Winston 
Blanche Hobbs   July  23  Sister of Robert Strong 
Debbie Lynn Platt Miller  July  23  Sister of Neil Platt 
George Moore   July  23  Remembered by Brian & Kristine Lieberman 
Barbara Issacson   July  24  Remembered by Richard and Serena Davis 
Steven Shapiro   July  24  Brother of Aram Derewetzky 
Vivienne Levy   July  26  Aunt of Beryl Hamersley 
Erma Oatley    July  27  Grandmother of Karen Denton 
Beryl Simon    July  27  Grandmother of Terri Singer 
Eric Gorsky    July  28  Father of Jake Gorsky 
Clifford Benhart   July  30  Father of Barb Andes

Rabbi's Tzedakah Fund 
Beryl Geber, in memory of Fay Hirsch, Mother of Beryl Geber 
General Fund   
Conroe's First United Methodist Church, in honor of Leland Dushkin  
Roger & Natalie Palay, in honor of Hannah Goldsteini on her Bat Mitzvah  
Education Fund  
Sylvia Granit, in honor of Sydney Scarbrough on her Bat Mitzvah  
Flower Fund   
Edward & Irene Marks, in memory of Louis & Lillian Marks, Parents of Edward Marks

Information provided in the Sh’ma is 
for CBSW members only.  To have 
your name excluded from the list of 
birthdays and anniversaries, send 

an email to the Sh’ma editor at  
shma@cbsw.org  We regret any 

errors or omissions.

http://www.cbsw.org
mailto:shma@cbsw.org
mailto:shma@cbsw.org
http://www.cbsw.org


Mark a special occasion,  honor friends, remember  loved ones through a 
donation to one of our funds: 

Beth Shalom Fund – directs your contribution where CBSW needs it most .  
Rabbi’s Tzedakah Fund – for special programs, youth scholarships and 
community needs. 
Rabbi Jan Brahms’ Emeritus Rabbi Fund – for the general benefit of  
CBSW at the discretion of the Emeritus Rabbi” 
Building Fund – for construction, improvements, and loan payments for our home 
in The Woodlands.  
Art & Architecture Fund – for purchases of art, furnishings, and architectural 
enhancements. 
CBSW Choir—for sheet music and other supplies for enhancing our worship 
services. 
Education Fund – for programs of the Religious School, and Adult & Family 
Education. 
Endowment Fund– for a secure future for Congregation Beth Shalom of The 
Woodlands 

Ezra Mitzvah  Fund– funds mitzvot for members of our congregation who need 
our support in times of stress. 
Flower Fund- flowers and plants for the bimah for Shabbat and other holy days.  
Havurat Nashim or  Men’s Club—our women’s and men’s organizations 
Library Resource Fund – funds educational resources and materials for the 
temple library.  
Ritual Fund – funds special ritual programs, the purchase of prayerbooks and 
ritual objects. 
Sachs Mitzvah Fund- Sponsors One Shabbat Onegs, Holiday Boxes to College 
Students,Projects selected by Sol and Arlene Sachs, approved by the Board, and 
are not in the CBSW budget. 
Social Action-funding for activities that benefit CBSW or the surrounding 
community for the purposes of Tekkun Olam (repairing the world). 
WoodSY - Our senior youth group, affiliated with the North American Federation 
of Temple Youth (NFTY) 
Youth Fund – funds camp and Israel program scholarships, youth activities and 
programs. 

We will be having birthday and anniversary blessings on the First Fridays during services.

Kaye & Dan Brouse July 1
Scott & Sarah Bier July 2
Joel & Leslie Freiman July 7
Brian & Kristine Lieberman July 9
Nadav & Effie Yakir July 14
Giselle E. & Alberto Wegner July 19
Keith & Iris Mahon July 20
Robert & Vickie Strong July 27
Jason & Jonathan Titter-Bell July 27

Casey Walters  July  1 
Charles Walters  July  1 
Kenneth Ehman  July  2 
Maura Schofield  July  2 
David Brown  July  3 
Judith Burch  July  3 
Nhu Nguyen  July  3 
William (Cam) Larson July  5 
Soli Schmulson  July  6 
Jamie Ensey  July  7 
Brett Leslie  July  7 
Keith Mahon  July  7 
Justin Wegner  July  7 
Chloe Zacharias  July  7 

Danny Macleod  July  8 
Meital Berger  July  10 
Brady Bier  July  10 
Jay Goldstein  July  10 
Gege Muenchausen July  10 
Aaron Stoooksbury July  10 
Anna Stoooksbury July  10 
Yonathan Bendesky July  11 
Carol Lorch  July  12 
Glenn Ward  July  12 
Effie Yakir  July  12 
Rabbi Jan Brahms July  13 
Sherill Patton  July  13 
Betty Friedman  July  14 
Sean Atun  July  16 
Alan Halperin  July  16 
Emery Dawn Bien-Willner  
   July  17 
James Call  July  17 
Eitan Bendesky  July  18 
Ellen Saxe  July  18 
Katherine Bertash July  20 
Greyson Gordon  July  20 

Lauren Schultz  July  20 
Jeannie Weisoly  July  20 
Vickie Strong  July  21 
Caleb Brown  July  22 
David Cassidy  July  22 
Sarah Platt  July  22 
Lauren Esposito  July  23 
Salomon Schmulson July  23 
Noam Maxfield  July  24 
Ester Patino  July  24 
Terry Scarbrough July  24 
Patricia Dippel  July  25 
Poppy Kilcrease  July  25 
Jeremy Moses  July  25 
Jennifer Edelman July  28 
Yael Gurwitz-Elkin July  28 
Benjamin Wechter July  28 
Harper Starr  July  29 
Ellen Duchin  July  30 
Stacy Garza  July  30 
Marc Halperin  July  31 
Lori LaBone  July  31



Temple Bnai Israel from 1878 welcome many 
Jewish immigrants who came in the waves to 

Texas from mainly Eastern Europe

On Sunday June 11th,T The Men’s Club, along with a few additional 
participants, traveled to Galveston to see the Jewish history of 
Galveston.  Although being Jewish in Texas (and definitely Galveston), 
can be a challenge at times, we learned what an amazing part of the 
Galveston history the Jews have been.  In fact, we learned that Jews 
have been a huge part of Galveston life for almost 150 years.  
Through this well-planned trip, we were truly able to experience the 
history of Jewish migration in Galveston.  First, on our agenda was the 
“Galveston: Gateway on the Gulf” at Pier 21 Theater. We had the 
experience of seeing the history of Galveston and to understand the 
amount of Jewish immigrants that actually helped form the city.   
Next we traveled to the original Temple, which is currently under 
renovation by a private citizen. The owner graciously took us all on a 
personal tour.  She is promoting Judaism and ensuring that anyone 
who wants to see the temple has that opportunity.  We are looking 
forward to seeing the renovations.  
Then, we stopped by Congregation Beth Jacob (est. 1932).  We met 
with the President and Secretary there.  It is a conservative synagogue.  
We learned how the Galveston Jewish community shares across, 
regardless of the type of Jew you are—more of an idea of how we all 
work together to promote Judaism.   
Of course, no Jewish trip is complete without a food stop.  We at a local 
bistro and enjoyed sharing what we had learned with each other.   
Before we headed back to the Woodlands, we had one final stop at the 
Rabbi Henry Cohn Memorial Temple.  Rabbi Klaven gave us another 
personal tour and told us about the history of the temple as well.  
I know that many of those on the trip shared my view that it was not 
only informative but a very interesting day in Galveston.  I never 
realized how  much impact the Jewish people had on this city and the 
sharing that continues today.   
The Men’s Club would like to thank David Cassidy, of CBSW and Rabbi 
Klaven of Congregation B’nai Israel for all the time in planning our 
educational (and fun) trip to Galveston.  I am sure that some members 
of the Men’s Club (and maybe even other members of CBSW) will want 
to attend the Galveston anniversary weekend on July 27-29, 2018. 

Mens Club

Micha Baruch,BorisYakubovich, Zev and Anita Gurwitz, Reed Conley-
(President Mens Club),  Carl Wechter, Ellen and Alan Saxe,Richard 
Davis, David Markowitz, Ken Ehmann, Chase Markowitz , Ed Steiner, 
David Cassidy;, Rabbi Kinzer; Sam Kirzner,Mike Duchin, Steve Appel, 
JA Hausmann, Nathan Shapiro, guest, (kneeling) Josh Conley. JJ 
Lovelace



Matthew L. Berger 
Rabbi 
Rabbi.Berger@CBSW.ORG 

Jan M. Brahms D.D. 
Rabbi Emeritus 
Rabbi.Brahms@CBSW.ORG 

Helen Richard: 
Director of Education and  
Lifelong Learning 
eddirector@CBSW.ORG 

Jen Orozco 
Office Manager 
CBSW@CBSW.ORG 

Board of Directors 
Board@CBSW.ORG 
5125 Shadowbend Pl 
The Woodlands, TX 77381 
281-363-1100  cbsw.org 
Office : 
Monday,-Friday 
9:00 am -1:00 p.m 

Religious School Office 
Sunday 8:30 am - 1:00 pm 
Monday 9:30 am - 3:00 pm 
Tuesday 9:30 am - 3:00 pm 
Wednesday 5:00 pm - 7:15 pm 
Thursday 7:45 am - 2:00 pm

Hilton Garden Inn Houston / The Woodlands
9301 Six Pines              The Woodlands, TX 77380 
Hotel: 281-364-9300          Fax: 281-364-9301
http://www.houstonthewoodlands.stayhgi.com/

Relax in our Hilton Garden Inn Houston/The Woodlands hotel, 
surrounded by trees in the North Houston suburb of The Woodlands, 
Texas. Located off I-45 North and Woodlands Parkway, our hotel is 
walking distance to the Woodlands Mall, Market Street, Waterway 
Square, a plethora of restaurants and entertainment. Take in views of 
the woods from the Garden Grill, serving cooked-to-order breakfasts 
and dinner at the restaurant, or order evening room service. Unwind 
in the Pavilion restaurant area or outside near our tranquil fire pit.

Embassy Suites by Hilton 
The Woodlands at Hughes Landing

1855 Hughes Landing Boulevard, The 
Woodlands, Texas, 77380, USA 

TEL: +1-281-298-2900 
www.thewoodlandsembassy.com

The new Embassy Suites by Hilton The Woodlands at Hughes Landing, opened December, 2015, boasts 205 
Suites, free Hot-Made to order breakfast, a free 2 hour nightly reception, and a free Parking Garage conveniently 
located less than 3 miles away from Congregation Beth Shalom. Prime location at Hughes Landing with 
Restaurant Row, Whole Foods and Starbucks in walking distance with many shopping options as well! With our 
hotel offering over 3,060 square feet of banquet space, free Wi-Fi, infinity pool on the third floor overlooking the 
lake, and all suite rooms I hope that your group will fill that Embassy is the perfect destination for their travels for 
your special event.

http://www.houstonthewoodlands.stayhgi.com/
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CLASSIFIED:  Advertise in the Sh’ma!  For advertising rates or submission of advertising, contact Richard Davis 
281-419-6393, mailto:advertising@cbsw.org  Please take the opportunity to patronize the businesses that support our 
temple through their advertising.

Congregation Beth Shalom 
of The Woodlands 

5125 Shadowbend Place 
The Woodlands TX 77381
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Congregation Beth Shalom of  The Woodlands  
is affiliated with

Dr. Tamar Brionez 
Your Neighborhood Rheumatologist 
“My goal is to help paƟents aƩain the best quality of life possible” 

Advanced Rheumatology of Houston 
The Woodlands  |  281-766-7886 

�� Rheumatoid ArthriƟs 
�� Lupus 
�� Ankylosing SpondyliƟs 

�� Gout 
�� Scleroderma 
�� OsteoarthriƟs 

�� VasculiƟs 
�� Osteoporosis 
�� MyosiƟs 

Specializing in the Treatment of: 
713.664.8494
936.449.5709

Balloons & Decorating
For Large And Small...

BALLOONS

TopHatBalloons.org 
 TopHatBalloons@consolidated.net

TOP  HAT   BALLOONS 
713-664-8494  936-449-5709

Top Hat Balloon Texas
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