
8/4 Shabbat Va-et'chanan 7:30 p.m Kabbalat Shabbat

8/11 Shabbat Eikev 7:30 p.m Kabbalat Shabbat

8/18 Shabbat R'eih 7:00 p.m Friday Night Lights

8/25 Shabbat Shof'tim 7:30 p.m Kabbalat Shabbat 

From the Rabbi’s desk…                            RABBI MATTHEW BERGER
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August 2017: Schedule of Services

Every summer, Jewish communities around the world begin reading the 
final book of the Torah, D’varim, meaning “Words.” In essence, 
Deuteronomy is a series of speeches by Moses to the Israelites. Thus, they 
are last words of Moses, leader of the Israelites. Speaking to the people 
from Mount Nebo, overlooking the Land of Israel, Moses recalls their forty 
years of wandering in the desert. One of the notable incidents Moses 
discusses is the story of the twelve spies sent to scout out the land. 
Curiously, the versions of this story found in Deuteronomy differ markedly 
from earlier accounts.

In the book of Numbers, God commands Moses to send a leader from each tribe to Israel and return with information 
about the geography, people and samples of its fruit. When the scouts return, they report that the land was “flowing 
with milk and honey” but spread dire warnings about the “giants” found there in fortified cities. This made the Israelites 
afraid. They told Moses the task was impossible and questioned their faith. 
In Deuteronomy, the Israelites ask Moses to send scouts to see the Land of Israel. Moses agrees and sends twelve 
representatives. They return, saying it is a “good land,” but the people do not listen. They refuse God’s command to 
conquer Israel.
Why is this version of the story so different? 
In Numbers, ten of the twelve scouts (save Joshua and Caleb) are guilty of spreading misinformation. How were the 
Israelites supposed to know what kind of people were in the Land of Israel? They may well have been spooked by the 
report of the ten. In Deuteronomy, the Israelites themselves twisted the scouts’ report. The difference between these 
two versions of the story teach a valuable lesson.
Noting the change between the two accounts, the great Torah scholar Nechama Leibowitz concludes: “Human beings 
are put to the test by God at every moment of their existence … the ears hear and the heart is seduced.  The question 
becomes: Is the listener who is misled by the seducer free form all moral responsibility? The Torah makes each 
person responsible for his or her actions. Choice belongs to each of us ... Each of us has to be his or her own 
leader” (Studies in Devarim, 1980). 
Like Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, the existence of temptation does not release us from the responsibility of 
making good choices. So let us lead by example. For our sake, for our children’s sake and for the generations to come.

One Story, Two Views



From the President	 Ellen Karas 

The Annual CBSW Membership Brunch is Sunday, August 
20th, 10 AM – 12 NOON. Please make plans to join us. 

You should have received your membership documents for 
our 2017-2018 CBSW year. Many of you have already 
submitted your pledge forms for this new year. You may either 
mail them in or submit them at the membership brunch. If you 
have any questions about your pledge, please let either Kaye 
Brouse (treasurer@cbsw.org) or myself know and one of us 
should be able to help. Jen in the office can help you with this 
as well. Kaye and my phone numbers are listed in the 
directory or Jen can give them to you. High Holy Days are in 
September this year so we working to get the management of 
pledges and high holy days tickets handled to insure a smooth 
High Holy Day ticket disbursement.

This month, August, we will have a new website platform that 
will enable you, as a member, to login into your own account. 
It’s more than a website. It’s a congregation system 
management tool. Most of the changes with this new system 
involve how our membership records are kept and managed. 
The website is just the part that you see when you go to our 
website. You’ll be able dig deeper on the website, sign into 
our system and view your account. You’ll be able to sign up 
for events, pay for events, and even direct payments on your 
account. You’ll be able to veiw your family account, your 
yarhzeits (if any), make donations, and update your address, 
phone numbers and such all on your own!  This system is 
advanced and eventually we will have an app that you’ll be 
able to download onto your device and you’ll be able to see 
and to sign up for events on the go. We are excited about this 
technology. Congregations around the country have been 
changing over to this system and it continues to be the fastest 
growing congregation management system. We are glad to be 
a part of it.  You will receive your login information through 
email during this month. You may also come to the 
Membership Brunch on Sunday, August 20th from 10 AM – 12 
Noon and learn how to sign on to the system. 

We’ll have demos set up in the library, and, you’ll be able to 
sign on to the system there. Since this is a new system for our 
congregation, we are learning it as well, so things may change 
a bit over time. Special thanks to Jen O. in the office, Rabbi 
Berger, Kaye Brouse and especially Mike Duchin for their 
dedication to getting the system up and running for us.

Another upgrade at CBSW is our card key access for our 
doors. I mentioned in the recent security alert about this 
system.  You’ll be able to see for yourself our new entry 
management system of card key access. Our installs are 
scheduled to be finished by the membership brunch. Members 
of CBSW will be issued card keys for this system. We will have 
these card keys unmarked on purpose, for better security. 
Please don’t put the name of our congregation or our address 
on the cards, once you have yours. Also, if you lose this card, 
please notify the office as soon as possible so that we can de-
activate your card. 

Security experts tell us that the best security is all of us, 
together, keeping each other safe by our actions. We are 
working on how to make us all safer, while also keeping our 
congregation open and inclusive for our members and guests. 
This is a balance that is not always achieved so easily. We ask 
that we all participate in that process when visiting CBSW.

Come to the membership brunch to learn about our new 
congregation management system, test out our new card key 
entry system, participate in our social action project of 
“nourishing our community” (we’re making breakfast bags), 
learn about committees and upcoming events, catch up with 
your friends and meet new congregants, or just come to nosh 
on brunch.  

B’shalom, 

Ellen Karas 
president@cbsw.org 

mailto:president@cbsw.org
mailto:president@cbsw.org


Religious School  Helen Richard
Shalom, and welcome to the new CBSW Religious School 
year!

It is with great pleasure that I welcome and celebrate another new 
year with a wonderful congregation. The Religious School faculty 
is looking forward to working with you and your children, as we 
provide quality Judaic teaching at school and at home.  Parents - 
thank you for allowing us to educate your children and nurture in 
them the skills, beliefs and emotional attachments which will 
enable them to integrate the values of Torah, Avodah, and 
Gemilut Chasadim – Jewish learning, worship, and the doing of 
good deeds – into their lives. We are very glad to have your 
children in our Religious School and to have you as our support 
group. 

Our Religious School registration form is available on-line. All 
information will be posted on our new CBSW website. We are 
supporting the environment and are 100% green. When available, 
please visit our new website scroll to Learning section and 
choose Religious School. Each family needs to fill out a form 
(including returning students). Follow the  CBSW website 
Calendar for all our school dates and special programs.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Pictures - If your child celebrated a Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah and their picture and invitation are not posted on the

education hall bulletin board (across from Helen’s office) please 
be sure to bring Helen a copy that we can display.

Parents of children ages newborn to 11 years –  We encourage 
you to enroll your child on-line to receive beautiful Jewish books in 
the mail free of charge. We hope you will find these personal 
Jewish books to be a valuable addition to your home library.  Go 
to www.pjlibrary.org and register under the Houston community.

We are presently working to gather the best faculty for our 5778 
(2017-18) school year. Unfortunately, a few of our teachers will be 
unable to return.  We thank them and wish them the best in 
everything they do. Let me know if we can count on your help. 
Faculty Orientation will be held on Sunday, Aug 20th immediately 
following the Membership Brunch.

Looking forward to seeing y’all at the Membership Brunch on 
August 20th, from 10am to 12:00noon. 

The first day of Religious School will be Sunday, September 10th . 
Have a terrific, safe rest of summer.

Helen Richard, 
Director of Education and Lifelong Learning



Yahrzeits

  Donations

Jeanne Wechter
Leonard Farber
Milton Feld
Davis Philipson
Philip Scissors
Edward Davis
Meyer Gisser
BORIS KIRZNER
Charles Leiber
Jules Goldstein
Dr. Barney Solomon
Sally Ferguson
Jerry Schlossberg
Ralph Feigin
Harriet Goldenberg
Estelle Davis
Jack Feigin
Richard LeGrande
Joyce Agron
Robert Fladung
Nancy Bettan
Susie Hane
Sandra Ruth Sands
Anne Samuels
Theodore Weiss
Jerome Wilkenfeld
Paul Ring
Harold Samay
Fannie Weinberger
Dean Billbe
Louis Frank
Adam Halperin
Robert Kornhauser
Henry Weinberger
Samuel Simon
Joseph Chernekoff

Mother of Carl Wechter
Grandfather of Lisa Katz
Father of Lou Feld
Father of Jill Philipson
Father of Melinda Conley
Grandfather of Robbin Unietis
Father of Sheila Feld
Uncle of Sam Kirzner
Grandfather of Jim Leiber
Uncle of Gege Muenchausen
Father of Carin Solomon
Sister of Robert Strong
Brother of Don Schlossberg
Father of Debbie Sukin
Mother of Stan Goldenberg
Mother of Richard Davis
Grandfather of Debbie Sukin
Uncle of Zakiya Le' Grand-Rodriguez
Mother of Hal Agron
Brother of Rosanne Friedman
Mother of Laurie Reinsmith
Mother of Soli Schmulson
Mother of Carole Wagner
Aunt of Sam Feinberg
Father of Debbie Leiber
Father of Rich Wilkenfeld
Nephew of Aida Steiner
Father of Jennifer Bodnar
Grandmother of Brian Andes
Father of Leigh Anne Treistman
Uncle of Aram Derewetzky
Son of Julie and Fred Halperin
Husband of Evelyn Kornhauser
Grandfather of Brian Andes
Grandfather of Matt Berger
Father of Mike Chernekoff

August   1
August   3
August   4
August   4
August   5
August   6
August   8
August   8
August   8
August   9
August 11
August 12
August 12
August 14
August 14
August 15
August 15
August 17
August 21
August 21
August 22
August 22
August 22
August 24
August 24
August 24
August 26
August 26
August 27
August 28
August 29
August 29
August 29
August 29
August 30
August 31

CBSW Building Fund 
Robert & Vickie Strong, in memory of Robert's sister, 
Blanche Hobbs and in honor of the birth of their new 
granddaughter, Avery Blaire Radabaugh
Education Fund
Neil & Sally Goldman, in honor of the birth of their new 
granddaughter, Camille Hao Goldman 
Flower Fund  
In loving memory of Lois Abramson, mother of Janice 
Lovelace by Richard & Serena Davis, Allan & Ellen 
Saxe, Phil & Laurie Goldfeder, Don & Marilyn 
Schlossberg, Robert & Vickie Strong, and Reed, 
Melinda & Josh Conley
CBSW General Fund 
Friend of CBSW, Janet Jack
The Winston family, In memory of Barry's 
father, William Winston

Library Fund for Children's Literature
Michael & Diane Kern, in memory of Michael's 
mother, Hildegard Linz Kern
WoodSY Fund 
Reed, Melinda & Josh Conley, in memory of 
Melinda's father, Phil Scissors

A special thank you to CBSW's Sisterhood,
Havurat Nashim, for their generous support of the 
Green Family Camp Scholarship Fund and the 
Arlene Sachs Camp Fund.



Mark a special occasion,  honor friends, remember  loved ones 
through a donation to one of our funds: 

Flower Fund- flowers and plants for the bimah for Shabbat and other holy days.  
Havurat Nashim- Sisterhood of CBSW  
Men’s Club—CBSW's men’s organization
Library Resource Fund – funds for books, educational resources and materials 
for the temple library.  
Ritual Fund – for funding special ritual programs, the purchase of prayer books 
and ritual objects. 
 Sachs Mitzvah Fund- Sponsors One Shabbat Onegs, College Students' Holiday 
Boxes, and special board-approved projects selected by Sol and Arlene Sachs 
which are not in the CBSW budget. 
Social Action-funding for activities that benefit CBSW or the surrounding 
community for the purposes of Tekkun Olam (repairing the world). 
WoodSY - Our senior high youth group, affiliated with NFTY
Youth Fund – funding for camp and Israel program scholarships, youth activities 
and programs. 

Join us on the first Friday service each month for a special Anniversary & Birthday Blessing

August 1
Stefan Derewetzky
Brandon Jacobson
Soly Lachterman
August 3
Carolyn Hirshberg
Jerry Marcus
August 4
Brian Unietis
Ronald Woll
August 5
Joseph Kavanaugh
August 6
Barbara Andes
Justin Bourgeois

August 6
Shir Maxfield
August 7
Joseph Goldstein
August 8
Jeffrey Elkin
Eventon Hansen
Robert MacLeod
Jenessa Markowitz
Sheryl Riffle
Rachel Rothe
August 10
Eli Abraham
Dr. Tammy Brionez
Sarah Hearn

August 12
Oren Bullock
Stephen Rosen
August 13
Joshua DeRienzis
August 14 
Daniel Bullock
Allen Gilbert
August 15
Leatrice Drachman
Alan Leitko
Kenneth Sheirr
Adam Stoooksbury
Robert Strong
August 16 
Lenee Bien-Willner
Samuel Kirzner
August 18 
Sidney Edelman
August 20 
Scott Cutler
August 21
Jaime Schmulson

August 22 
Joyce Schmulson
August 23 
John Unietis
August 24  
Sara Ducharme
August 25 
Marilyn Schlossberg
Robbin Unietis
August 26 
David Markowitz
August 27 
Barry Katz
Edward Steiner
Marlene Zwilling
August 29 
Stanley Goldenberg
August 31 
George Bendesky
Jeffrey Macleod
Sam Schoen

August 1
Mark Kelly and Carin Solomon
August 8
Matt and Ida Berger

August 8
Ken Ehman & Ellen Karas
Neil & Terri Larson
August 9
Henry and Stacy Garza
August 10
Louis and Sheila Feld
August 14
Jerry and Ellen Marcus
Jaime and Diana Schmulson

August 16
Robert and Cynthia MacLeod
August 22
Fred and Julie Halpern
August 25
Jim and Debbie Leiber
August 26
Jan and Ann Dee Brahms
David and Bernice Strauss
August 31
Allen and Mimi Gilbert

Beth Shalom Fund – directs your contribution where CBSW needs it most .  Rabbi’s 
Tzedakah Fund – for special programs, youth scholarships and community needs. 
Brahms’ Emeritus Rabbi Fund – for the general benefit of  CBSW at the discretion of 
the Emeritus Rabbi
Building Fund – for construction, improvements, and loan payments for our home in 
The Woodlands.  
Art & Architecture Fund – for purchases of art, furnishings, and architectural 
enhancements. 
CBSW Choir—for sheet music and supplies for enhancing our worship services. 
Education Fund – benefitting Religious School, and Adult & Family Education. 
Endowment Fund– secure the future of Congregation Beth Shalom Ezra Mitzvah 
Ezra Mitzvah Fund– funding mitzvot for congregation members who need our support 
through difficult times. 



    On July 12 and 13, seven CBSW couples had the rare pleasure of visiting Havana, Cuba. It is truly a land caught 
between its history and its potential. We discovered that Cuba’s people are resilient and friendly, their music is 
exceptional, and the island is a tropical paradise with unbelievable architecture. The Cubans were quite 
welcoming, clearly wanting to befriend Americans regardless of our differing governments. 
    For those of us visiting, the itinerary was open, so each couple had a unique experience.  Some toured around in 
classic convertibles, others took bike, bus or walking tours. Plenty of sightseeing, shows, food, stories and music to 
go around. Perhaps the most interesting time for us was sharing a meal and touring a local synagogue with 
Marista, a local Jewish historian. Marista has written books on the history of Jews in Cuba and lectured on that 
history around the world. She gave a brief background: there are approximately one thousand Jewish Cubans, 
seven congregations, and no Rabbis in Cuba. They have paid to send three students to rabbinical school, but all 
defected and did not return.  
    The Cuban people are financially impoverished but their spirits are rich, and Judaism enhances the lives of those 
one thousand Cubans as much as it does the lives of Jews in The Woodlands or Jerusalem. 

 If you have the opportunity to visit Cuba, take the time to visit the Jewish community. They are inspirational and 
will add a depth and texture to your visit of their wonderful island.    B’shalom, David Cassidy



Matthew L. Berger 
Rabbi 
Rabbi.Berger@CBSW.ORG 

Jan M. Brahms D.D. 
Rabbi Emeritus 
Rabbi.Brahms@CBSW.ORG 

Helen Richard: 
Director of Education and 
Lifelong Learning 
eddirector@CBSW.ORG 

Jen Orozco 
Office Manager 
CBSW@CBSW.ORG 

Board of Directors 
Board@CBSW.ORG 
5125 Shadowbend Pl 
The Woodlands, TX 77381 
281-363-1100  cbsw.org
Office :
Monday,-Friday
9:00 am -1:00 p.m

Religious School Office 
Sunday 8:30 am - 1:00 pm 
Monday 9:30 am - 3:00 pm 
Tuesday 9:30 am - 3:00 pm 
Wednesday 5:00 pm - 7:15 pm 
Thursday 7:45 am - 2:00 pm

9301 Six Pines The Woodlands, TX 77380 
Hotel: 281-364-9300          Fax: 281-364-9301
http://www.houstonthewoodlands.stayhgi.com/

Relax in our Hilton Garden Inn Houston/The Woodlands hotel, 
surrounded by trees in the North Houston suburb of The Woodlands, 
Texas. Located off I-45 North and Woodlands Parkway, our hotel is 
walking distance to the Woodlands Mall, Market Street, Waterway 
Square, a plethora of restaurants and entertainment. Take in views of 
the woods from the Garden Grill, serving cooked-to-order breakfasts 
and dinner at the restaurant, or order evening room service. Unwind 
in the Pavilion restaurant area or outside near our tranquil fire pit. 

Embassy Suites by Hilton 
The Woodlands at Hughes Landing

1855 Hughes Landing Boulevard, The 
Woodlands, Texas, 77380, USA 

TEL: +1-281-298-2900 
www.thewoodlandsembassy.com

The new Embassy Suites by Hilton The Woodlands at Hughes Landing, opened December, 2015, boasts 205 
Suites, free Hot-Made to order breakfast, a free 2 hour nightly reception, and a free Parking Garage conveniently 
located less than 3 miles away from Congregation Beth Shalom. Prime location at Hughes Landing with 
Restaurant Row, Whole Foods and Starbucks in walking distance with many shopping options as well! With our 
hotel offering over 3,060 square feet of banquet space, free Wi-Fi, infinity pool on the third floor overlooking the 
lake, and all suite rooms I hope that your group will fill that Embassy is the perfect destination for their travels for 
your special event.

Sh'ma is a monthly publication of Congregation 
Beth Shalom of The Woodlands

5125 Shadowbend Place
The Woodlands, TX 77381
Visit us at www.cbsw.org

Information within this publication is intended 
for CBSW Members only. To have your name 

excluded from Birthday, Anniversary and 
Yahrzeit listings, please email cbsw@cbsw.org

We regret any errors or ommissions.

Hilton Garden Inn Houston / The Woodlands

http://www.houstonthewoodlands.stayhgi.com/
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mailto:Rabbi.Brahms@CBSW.ORG
mailto:eddirector@cbsw.org
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CLASSIFIED:  Advertise in the Sh’ma!  For advertising rates or submission of advertising, contact Richard Davis 
281-419-6393, mailto:advertising@cbsw.org  Please take the opportunity to patronize the businesses that support our
temple through their advertising.
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Congregation Beth Shalom 
of The Woodlands is affiliated with

Dr. Tamar Brionez 
Your Neighborhood Rheumatologist 
“My goal is to help paƟents aƩain the best quality of life possible” 

Advanced Rheumatology of Houston 
The Woodlands  |  281-766-7886 

�� Rheumatoid ArthriƟs 
�� Lupus 
�� Ankylosing SpondyliƟs 

�� Gout 
�� Scleroderma 
�� OsteoarthriƟs 

�� VasculiƟs 
�� Osteoporosis 
�� MyosiƟs 

Specializing in the Treatment of: 
713.664.8494
936.449.5709

Balloons & Decorating
For Large And Small...

BALLOONS

TopHatBalloons.org 
 TopHatBalloons@consolidated.net

TOP  HAT   BALLOONS 
713-664-8494 936-449-5709

Top Hat Balloon Texas

5125 Shadowbend Place
The Woodlands, TX 77381
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