
  Monthly Member Newsletter of CBSW  Adar I - Adar II, 5779 / March, 2019 

From the Rabbi’s Desk… Rabbi Matthew Berger 

For many generations, Jews around the world have followed the lead of the Book of Esther. Namely, 

the holiday of Purim was created as a way to celebrate the victory of the Jewish community in Persia. 

Led by Queen Esther and her uncle Mordechai, Purim has all the great elements of an epic story. A mi-

nority group trying to fit in, fear of a common enemy, personal struggle and growth, humor, irony, and, 

ultimately, redemption. But which came first, the chicken or the egg? Or in other words, the Book of 

Esther or the holiday of Purim? 

Historians in the modern day have a much clearer understanding of the Persian kingdom that existed 

2,400 years ago. Some have even argued that Purim has no historical basis. For instance, there are 

scholars who believe that Mordechai and Esther refer to Marduk and Ishtar, two Babylonian gods. 

While others believe that the image of the Persian court more closely resembles that which is found in 

classical Greek literature.  

If the holiday did come first, perhaps the Book of Esther was written to explain the celebration. It’s 

been suggested there was a Persian springtime feast that featured mock battles, much like the armed 

conflict described between Persians and the Jewish community. There was also another holiday cele-

brated on the 13th day of the Hebrew month of Adar (right around when Purim begins) called Nicanor 

Day. Mentioned in the Talmud, it celebrated the defeat of Antiochus’ general Nicanor by the Macca-

bees. Which is quite a coincidence. 

In any event, two great storylines animate the Book of Esther and the holiday of Purim. The first is 

Haman’s plot to destroy the Jews and, in particular, Mordechai, a plan that wildly backfires. In the ulti-

mate irony, Haman himself is hanged, the very fate he wished for Mordechai. And the second concerns 

King Ahasuerus, a husband who wanted his wife Vashti to do whatever he wanted. This, too, didn’t 

work as he ends up being outsmarted by the story’s heroine, Queen Esther. 

Through it all, God doesn’t even come into play. Yes, the Jews of Persia did fast and pray after learning 

about the King’s decree to destroy the Jews. But they believed that salvation would come from another 

unnamed source, even if Esther didn’t come through. But come through she did.     

Everyone needs to relax and unwind. To step out of the normal routine and its rules, if only for a day. 

Life is serious. There are re-

sponsibilities, people to care 

for, work to be done, causes to 

champion. It’s is great that we 

have Purim – a time of levity, 

laughter, and good-natured 

fun.  

B’shalom – in peace, 

MARCH SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

 

Mar 1 Vayak'heil  7:30 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat  

Mar 8 P'kudei 7:30 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat  

Mar 15 Vayikra 7:00 p.m. Friday Night Lights 

Mar 22 Tzav 7:30 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat  

Mar 23 Tzav 10:00 a.m. B’nai Mitzvah - Meghan & Gareth Birney 

Mar 29 Sh'mini 7:30 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat  

Mar 30 Sh'mini 9:30 a.m. One Shabbat Minyan 



I believe everyone can agree that times are very different than they were just five years ago – in 

terms of security around the world.  We see far too many situations of random violence against 

people, including Jews.  In fact, we all prayed together during our Show Up for Shabbat, shortly 

after the tragedy in Pittsburgh.  For many of us, we all begin to reassess all of our steps – as we 

travel, when we are at home, and while we are here, together, at CBSW. Recently, you read a 

message about a new security assessment, which was passed by your Board of Trustees.  This 

security assessment is a very direct response, for CBSW, to continue to work on our own oppor-

tunities to do even more to help our community stay strong.  

  

Following the message, a few common questions were asked. Instead of answering individual 

questions, we decided to share the questions and answers more widely, using this message and 

our Sh’ma.  

  

One of the more often asked questions has been “Where will the money be spent?”  I can totally 

understand that question.  Your Board has spent the last few years considering this very ques-

tion.  Following an original security assessment, we continue to make progress on the list of 

changes and upgrades suggested. You may recall that our new key card system was one of our 

first very large changes we made about a year-and-a-half ago, including the elimination of hold-

ing our doors open with ties or even the door stop. And, as recently as this past fall, we had a 

risk assessment firm conduct a further assessment of our property and practices and prioritized 

the opportunities (they conducted this assessment as a gift to the congregation).   

  

We have been counseled by our professionals, as well as the URJ security professionals and 

other congregations, to avoid being specific on the exact upgrades – for safety reasons.  But, 

what I can tell you, is that your Board will review such things as additional lighting, security cam-

eras, continued work on our key card system and monitoring, and other safety-related building 

improvements. You may have also seen more presence by an officer in the parking lot, just to 

name one more. We have a prioritized list if needed upgrades, as reviewed by our well-qualified 

security committee and the professional assessment firm.  Some of these upgrades are visible, 

while others may not be visible.  As many of you have seen, this is an ever-changing situation 

and we have to be flexible to change with it – to ensure our wonderful community continues to 

thrive together. 

  

The second and third questions generally came together “Why now and why is payment in nine-

ty days?”  The first one is always a difficult question. As I mentioned, your Board has been dis-

cussing many security-related items for the past number of years.  It really has come to a point 

where our regular operating expenses cannot adequately cover the additional needs we 

have.  As with our building fund, we need to continue to build funds to help us for more sustaina-

ble security initiatives.  As for the ninety day payment, let me assure you that this was not relat-

ed to an urgent threat.  Instead, we felt that it was important to get this initiated, separately from 

our regular pledge process.  If there are any issues with the timing, please reach out and let me, 

(president@cbsw.org) or Kaye, our treasurer (treasurer@cbsw.org) know. We just really wanted 

everyone to know this was not because of a specific urgent threat, but rather an acknowledge-

ment that we want to move forward on our security path – a bit quicker, if possible.  I am so sor-

ry if some of you were concerned that something was looming out there right now.  

From the President                       Melinda Conley 



Your Board does not take these decisions lightly – and I don’t think you would want us to react 

on impulse.  We are truly looking out for all of our congregation.  There have been multiple 

presentations, multiple discussions, and the Board has waited for some time before coming to 

this decision. Many congregations across the county have had security funds replacing building 

funds, or security fees or assessments for several years and the Board felt it was time for our 

congregation. 

  

I am so thankful that some of you have asked the questions to better understand.  That is what 

makes our congregation so amazing – so keep the questions coming – it helps all of us!!!  If you 

have any additional questions, please let me know (or any of your Board of Trustees).  

  

On a separate note, I can’t leave this writing without saying….Wow!  What an amazing Art Auc-

tion we had!  I want to thank Vickie and Robert Strong, and the entire Art Auction committee for 

the all of the hard work in creating a spectacular evening.  There were so many who helped, 

whether setting up websites, developing communications, finding sponsors, encouraging friends 

and family to attend, and helping the day / night of the event.  It was a great example of how our 

congregation comes together to help each other.  As you may recall, some of the proceeds from 

the ticket sales will be donated to the Montgomery County Food Bank.  The balance of the pro-

ceeds were intended to help with our building fund so we can continue to improve our buildings 

for the future.  We are still finalizing all of the numbers for our fundraising efforts, but I can say it 

was a very successful fundraising event! 

  

This is such an amazing place to build a community.  I am continually reminded of the unique-

ness of our congregation.  CBSW is truly special and these efforts will help us remain that way.  

 

L’Shalom, 

 



 

Thank you for allowing us to educate your chil-
dren and nurture in them the skills, beliefs 
and emotional attachments which will enable 
them to integrate the values of Torah, 
Avodah, and Gemilut Chasadim – Jewish learn-
ing, worship, and the doing of good deeds – in-
to their lives.   

Calendar Reminders: 

March 1-4:  L’Taken – 10th grade Confirma-
tion weekend with Greene Family Camp (GFC) 
in Washington D.C. 

Sunday, Mar 3: Religious School  
 Pre K-2nd grade - Mr. Mike monthly Sing 
Along session  

Wednesday, Mar 6: Hebrew School Classes:  
3rd – 7th graders 

Sunday, Mar 10: Religious School Closed:  
Spring Break  

Wednesday, Mar 13: Hebrew School 
Closed: Spring Break  

Sunday, Mar 17: Religious School Closed:  
Spring Break  

Wednesday, Mar 20: Hebrew School Clas-
ses: 3rd – 7th graders (Erev Purim) 

Friday, March 22, 6:1 5 p. m. - Tot Shabbat, 
Kindergarten class to lead the Sh'ma prayer 
and to host Oneg  

March 24-26: AIPAC Policy Conference in 
Washington D.C., 11th & 12th grade teens  

Sunday, Mar 24: Religious School Classes 
 CBSW Purim Celebration  
 Family Service: 9:30-10:00 a.m. 
 10:00-10:15 a.m. - Break 
 10:20 a.m. - Purim Play (Social Hall) with 
 festival immediately following  (No teaching 
 sessions today 
 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. - Twiggy Gaga Tournament  
 
Wednesday, Mar 27: Hebrew School Clas-
ses: 3rd – 7th graders 
 
Sunday, Mar 31: Religious School Classes  
 Pre K-2nd grade: Mr. Mike monthly Sing 
 Along session 
 11:10 a.m. - Rabbi Berger visits 8th Graders 

 12:00 – 1:30 p.m. - Lunch and all facul
 ty interactive professional development 
 session with Lisa Klein of the Jewish Fed
 eration  
 WoodSY Top Golf  
 12:15 to 1:00 p.m. - Girl Scout Meeting, Kin
 dergarten through 3rd grade   

March 29-31: Men’s Weekend Retreat at 
GFC  

Chalon L'atid Grant Provides Travel Oppor-
tunities for Jewish Teens  

We thank the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Houston for their generosity in providing a new 
travel opportunity, a Chalon L’atid (Window to 
the Future) grant to engage suburban teens and 
promote Jewish continuity. Our travel programs 
allow suburban congregation students the oppor-
tunity to travel with other Jewish teens.  

Chalon L’atid is focused on promoting continued 
enrollment in the religious school years immedi-
ately preceding and following B’nai Mitzvah, and 
provides students with a chalon - a window - to 
Jewish adulthood through Jewish education op-
portunities.  

This month, our 10th grade confirmation stu-
dents are attending L'Taken Seminar in Wash-
ington D.C.   During this incredible weekend, 
students are learning about Jewish advocacy, 
lobbying our representatives and senators on 
Capitol Hill, and exploring our nation’s capital. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

11th & 12th grade teens will also benefit from the 
Chalon L’atid grant, as we travel with the Hou-
ston Federation delegation to the AIPAC Policy 
Conference later this month. The delegates will 
experience three powerful days of pro-Israel 
activism. 

Religious School                             HELEN RICHARD          

 



 
Purim carnival and celebrations 

CBSW will be celebrating Purim on Sunday, March 
24.  The Festival of Purim commemorates a major 
victory over oppression and is recounted in the Me-
gillah, the scroll of the story of Esther. The holiday, 
with its joyous carnival-like atmosphere, focuses on 
one of the main themes in Jewish history: the sur-
vival of the Jewish people despite attempts to de-
stroy them.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
Please dress up as your favorite character in the 
Purim Megillah story. The celebration will kick off at 
10:20 a.m. with Purim shpiel (play) – come watch our 
CBSW actors, dancers and musical talents! The play 
will be followed by activity booths: Bounce house, 
Gaga, Soda ring toss, Bean bag toss, Bowling, Bottle 
knock down, Hula hoops/limbo, Golf, Games with a 
DJ and many more. WoodSY will be providing pizza 
for our students and faculty.  
 
Parent volunteers: We need parents volunteers to 
help run the carnival booths. Please watch your email 
for a sign-up genius from the CBSW PTO; you can 
also email PTO@CBSW.ORG to volunteer. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: We would like all parents to stay 
with their children through Family Service, the Pu-
rim play, and festival. 

We Thank Keith Mahon, Jamie Schmulson and Mason 
Dykstra for directing our Shpiel. We also thank Lau-
ren Esposito and the CBSW PTO for organizing the 
carnival! 

SHALACH MANOT – In keeping with our congrega-
tional initiative to fight hunger in Montgomery Coun-
ty, our children will be assembling the Purim 
Mishloach (Shaloch) Manot bags during the Purim 
carnival celebration. We will decorate bags, stuff 
them with food and donate them. Our students will 
get a chance to participate in an amazing Mitz-
vah. Parental supervision is recommended for Pre-K, 
Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade students. 

Lunch and faculty professional development ses-
sion with Lisa Klein of the Jewish Federation 
Sunday, March 31, 12:00 – 1:30 p.m. 

Topic:  Engagement – Putting your Students at the 
Center of Learning 

Have you ever thought about your dream class-
room, where every student is engaged in meaning-
ful learning?  Let’s talk about putting your stu-

dents in the center of learning to foster better 
student engagement and a classroom that pro-
motes and support a child’s exploration of all 
things Jewish. Lisa will share methods and strate-
gies that teachers can use to foster better en-
gagement.   
 
Camp Shalom 
Looking ahead, make plans now for your Pre-K-6th 
grader to attend Camp Shalom, June 3014, 9:00 a.m. 
– 3:00 p.m. (Monday-Friday) Camp Shalom is a great 
way to build strong Jewish friendships and memo-
ries. Highlights will include a “trip” to Israel, Shab-
bat celebrations, theme days, group play and – of 
course – daily swimming! 

CHUGIM/ELECTIVES INCLUDE: GaGa, Hebrew 
Studies, Challah Baking, Sports & Athletics, Jewelry 
Making, Music, Drama, Arts and Crafts, Creative 
Movement, Cooking, Story Time 
 
To view Camp Shalom 2018 slide show please vis-
it: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=rdnF38haaRw&feature=youtu.be   

We are looking for adults and teens to staff the 
camp. Please let Helen know if you are interest-
ed.   
 
Reminders:  

We expect all students to be present at each study 
session. Please remember to give us advance notifi-
cation if your child will be absent on Sunday or 
Wednesday.  
 
Please remember that school starts on Sundays at 
9:30 a.m. and on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. sharp. 
Late arrivals can be disruptive and we greatly appre-
ciate your child/ren’s on-time arrival. 
 
If your child is ill or has had a fever in the last 24 
hours, please consider keeping them home to avoid 
spreading illness.  
 
If your child’s Bat/Bat Mitzvah picture or invitation 
are not posted in the hallway, please send a copy to 
Helen.  
 
A special thanks to all the students who give so gen-
erously each week. Please have your child place their 
donation in the Tzedakah box at the entrance to the 
sanctuary. 
 
If you need to reach Helen during Religious School 
and get voicemail on the CBSW office number, OR in 
case of an emergency, please call Helen’s cell 936-
537-9620 
 
 

  
 

 Helen Richard  
Director of Lifelong Learning,  Congregational  

Engagement and Tenant Relations 

mailto:PTO@CBSW.ORG
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdnF38haaRw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdnF38haaRw&feature=youtu.be


 

 

 

CBSW ADULT EDUCATION 



March 23, 2019 

March 23, 2019 



 

LINK TO FACEBOOK 
 

Link to website 

https://www.facebook.com/march.art.16568
http://www.artauction2019.com
http://www.artauction2019.com
https://greene.org/event/mens-weekend/?instance_id=185


1  Steven Wolfe 

4  Eric Gorsky 

5  Carole Wagner 

6  Michael Sunderland 

8  Matthew Berger 

8  Melinda Askin 

8  Iris Mahon 

10  Meghan Birney 

10  Saralynn Scott 

10  Gareth Birney 

11  Lisa Goldstein 

12  Michael Dyck 

12  Nathaniel Karp 

12  Jerry Friedman 

12  Susan Kramer 

12  Erez Bullock 

13  Leslye Feinberg 

13  Taylor Dushkin 

13  David Jungman 

15  Hector Perez 

15  Sherri Duchin 

16  Ellen Karas 

16  Mark Bornstein 

17  Emily Schrader 

18  Doug Kramer 

16  Barry Winston 

   

March Birthdays 

     

 

 

 

 

2 Glenn & Michelle Ward 

4 David & Jenessa Markowitz 

5 Edward & Irene Marks (69 years!) 

9 Daniel Bullock & Dorit Minyan 

11 Wally & Sheryl Riffle 

11 Charles & Joyce Hultgren 

13 Antonio & Ester Patino 

March 14 Andrew & Amy Ostrov 

16 Lisa & Barry Katz 

16 Eric & Kathryn Kramer 

19 Steven & Debbie Sukin 

22 Rachel & Alan Birney 

24 Eric & Nanette Introligator 

25 Judith & Damian Burch 

31    Mike & Rhonda Chernekoff 

20  Irene Marks 

21  Marian Schultz 

21  Jordan Denton 

22  Tim Walters 

22  Aaron Platt 

23  Diana Schmulson 

24  Eythan Karp 

24  Chase Markowitz 

28  Roger Himelstein 

28  Roberta Appel 

28  Bonnie Bloom 

29  Ben Honea 

30  Cina Bornstein 

31  Jason Titter-Bell 



1  Jeanette Lachterman  Mother of Bruce Lachterman 

1  Rose Davis  Grandmother of Robbin Unietis 

1  Marvin Engel  Father of Brian Engel 

1  Helen Benhart  Mother of Barbara Andes 

1  Blanche Schlesinger  Mother of Chuck Schlesinger 

2  Rene Alpern "Reen"  Mother of Sara Tarlow 

3  Heinz Joe Dannenbaum  Uncle of Maura Shapiro 

4  Louis Rubenstein  Grandfather of Deborah Leiber 

8  Frieda Markusfeld  Great Aunt of Mike Duchin 

10  Rick Kornhauser  Son of Evelyn Kornhauser 

10  Rick Kornhauser  Brother of Susan Kramer 

12  Leon Cutler  Father of Scott Cutler 

13  Gina Ostrow  Wife of John Ostrow 

16  Seymour Rubin  Uncle of Marian Schultz 

18  Milton S. Hoffman  Father of Marilyn Schlossberg 

18  June Haley  Sister of Beryl Hamersley 

19  E. R. Stock, Sr  Father of Diane Kern 

20  Mary Augusta  Mother of Judith Wechter 

20  Louis Stutland  Father of Serena Davis 

21  Leo Selig  Father of Joel Selig 

22  Sylvia Miller  Mother of Charles Miller 

22  Frieda Lewis Fox  Mother of Dede Fox 

25  Evelyn Masel  Mother of Lynne Walters 

25  Saul Abraham  Brother of Eli Abraham 

29  Bernadette Gutter  Mother of Debbie Goldenberg 

31  Carl Muller  Uncle of Michael Kern 

31  Irving Bach  Grandfather of Maura Schofield 

 

 

 

March 

Yahrzeits 

May the Memory of Our Loved Ones Be for Blessing 



RABBI’S TZEDAKAH FUND 

Joel & Harriet Selig - In memory of Carl Sperling, father of Harriet Selig 
 

MITZVAH FUND 

Neil & Terri Larson – in honor of Reed and Melinda Conley’s 20th Anniversary 
 

GENERAL FUND:  
Chad Johnson & Lisa Katz Johnson - in memory of Yvonne Farber Schwartz, aunt of 

Lisa Katz 
 

FUNDRAISER FUND:  
Robert & Vickie Strong - in honor of Reed and Melinda Conley’s 20th Anniversary 
 

SACHS MITZVAH FUND 

Alan & Ellen Saxe - in memory of Eleanor Morey, mother of Jon Morey 

Cathi Wilkins - in memory of Eleanor Morey, mother of Jon Morey 

Wally & Sheryl Riffle - in memory of Eleanor Morey, mother of Jon Morey 

 
 

One Shabbat Minyan 
 

A reminder for those who are studying for their bar/bat mitzvahs, One  

Shabbat Minyan is a great time to practice. Join us this month on March 30, 

and next month on April 6 at 9:30 a.m.  A light brunch,  

sponsored by the Sachs Mitzvah Fund, will be served after the service. 



  

 

CBSW ONEG 
If you haven’t signed up yet... 

is one of the ACTS  OF HOSPITALITY that we con-

gregants take on to help make community here 

at CBSW.  Indeed, the oneg is one of the most  

important pillars of building our community.  

Please CLICK HERE or contact the CBSW              

           Office for details, and to select your date(s)! 

Providing oneg after services 

  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b45a5ac2ca7f58-cbsw5
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b45a5ac2ca7f58-cbsw5
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b45a5ac2ca7f58-cbsw5C:/Users/Office/Documents/Custom Office Templates
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b45a5ac2ca7f58-cbsw5
https://hmh.org/default.aspx


Matthew L. Berger 

Rabbi 

Rabbi.Berger@cbsw.org 
 

Jan M. Brahms, D.D. 

Rabbi Emeritus 

Rabbi.Brahms@cbsw.org 

Helen Richard 

Director of Lifelong  

Learning, Congregational 

Engagement and Tenant 

Relations 

eddirector@cbsw.org 
 

 

Jen Orozco 

Office Administrator 

cbsw@cbsw.org 

Board of Directors 

Board@cbsw.org 

 

 

Temple Office: 

5125 Shadowbend Place 

The Woodlands, TX 77381

(281) 362-1100 

Monday-Friday 

9am - 1pm 

Sh’ma  is a monthly publication of  

Congregation Beth Shalom of The Woodlands 

5125 Shadowbend Place 

The Woodlands, TX 77381 

Information within this publication is intended for CBSW Members only. To have your name excluded 

from Birthday, Anniversary and Yahrzeit listings, please email cbsw@cbsw.org 

We sincerely regret any errors or omissions. 

CLASSIFIEDS: Advertise in the Sh’ma! For advertising rates or submission of ads, 

contact Richard Davis: 281.419.6393 or email to advertising@cbsw.org   

Readers, please take the opportunity to patronize the fine businesses that  

support our temple through their advertising. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten leading the Service and  
hosting Oneg in March! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b45a5ac2ca7f58-challah
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Congregation Beth Shalom of 
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