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From the Rabbi’s Desk…

RABBI MATTHEW BERGER

“Has anybody here seen my old friend Martin? Can you tell me where he’s gone? He freed a lotta
people, but it seems the good die young. But I just looked around and he’s gone.” These lyrics are found in the
third verse of a beautiful and memorable song called “Abraham, Martin and John.” It was written in 1968 by Dick
Holler and first recorded by Dion. With a gentle melody and a folksy feel, it became a hit single that sold well
over a million records. In America, 1968 was turbulent year. The assassinations of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. and Robert Kennedy in April and June, respectively, remained front and center in people’s heart and
mind. So it is no surprise that this tribute to Abraham Lincoln, the Rev. Dr. MLK, Jr., John F. Kennedy and Robert Kennedy struck such a chord. Now, about fifty-one years later, we again remember the life and legacy of the
Rev. Dr. King in the month of January.
It is now 2019, but the age-old scourges of hatred and racism remain unabated. In May 1968, King spoke to the
national convention of the American Jewish Congress, a group dedicated to promoting Jewish rights in America
and strengthening the bonds between the United States and Israel. Words that still ring true today. “My people
were brought to American in chains. Your people were drive here to escape the chains fashioned for them in Europe. Our unity is born of our common struggle for centuries, not only to rid ourselves of bondage, but to make
oppression of any people by others an impossibility.”
In every generation, there are millions of people who yearn for freedom. Freedom from hatred, freedom from
bondage, freedom for violence, and freedom from prejudice. And every year, during this time, we read the greatest story ever told of a people’s quest for freedom. The story of the Jewish people – our people. Like the prophets of old, Dr. King was a champion of liberty and an advocate for the marginalized. He possessed a remarkable

facility with words coupled with a unique ability to deliver his message and uplift the soul. Perhaps most importantly, his love and concern went far beyond the African-American community and encompassed every person who was oppressed. This is what makes Dr. King a true champion of the spirit and an enduring hero.
Over the past half-century, the legacy of Dr. King has only grown stronger. Today there are so many individuals
who embody his spirit of working together towards a common goal and pursuing nonviolent social change. In the
Jewish world, organizations like the Union for Reform Judaism’s Religious Action Center advocate for social justice, while HIAS works on the front lines to safeguard the rights of refugees wherever they are found. Let us

continue to honor the legacy of Dr.

King and fulfill the biblical mandate
to walk in God’s ways – by protecting the stranger (Leviticus 19:3334), doing right, seeking justice and
aiding the oppressed (Isaiah 1:17).
Shalom,
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From the President

Melinda Conley

Happy 2019 to everyone. We hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season and looking
forward to what’s ahead. As you can see from this Sh’ma, we have so much going on at
CBSW. All of our wonderful volunteers are continuing to help us bring community to
CBSW.
Community is so important for Jewish living. We help each other, learn from each other,
celebrate with each other, console each other, and so much more. We also help build
CBSW together. Beyond the wonderful activities you see in this newsletter, there are
some areas where we really need help in building community --- our Art Auction and our
Onegs.
First, let me start with the Art Auction. We have a wonderful fundraiser planned for March
2nd. We really need help to sell tickets to those outside our congregation (and to any of
you!). Tickets are $35 and will come with one hour of free drinks and appetizers. We will
have a great collection of art. So, why is this important and how does it build community?
Not only will some of the proceeds be sent to our congregational tzedakah project to
“Feed the Hungry”, but we will also use proceeds to help physically build our community.
We want to ensure we have great facilities for generations to come – and we need your
help. We need some improvements around our synagogue – and these improvements
will cost money. So, please reach out to Vickie and Robert Strong and see how you can
help. Let’s make our art auction an amazing success and help us build our community.
Even if you can’t attend the fundraiser, help us sell tickets. If you can’t attend the fundraiser on March 2nd, still consider purchasing tickets with a note letting us know you can’t
attend but are supporting the effort!

The second opportunity is our Friday night Onegs. Let me first thank those of you who
have volunteered to provide an Oneg already. Oneg is a wonderful way for all of us to
gather together, following services, to talk about our weeks - past and future – and simply
a chance to connect. Although we can certainly do that without food, it is extra special
when we can munch together and kibbutz. We are struggling to find volunteers. If you
have an idea of a better way to do this, please let any of us on the Board know your
thoughts. We continue to ask for volunteers through this Sh’ma and every weekly announcement. Please take the opportunity to sign-up and continue to help us maintain the
wonderful community that is CBSW.
CBSW is an absolutely wonderful place to join together and share. Help us continue to
ensure that our community remains strong – physically and spiritually.

Search Committee invites you to
meet our Rabbi Candidate.
Following is our schedule of events, activities and opportunities to
meet and experience our Rabbi Candidate and his wife. We know that
some of you will still be on vacation, but if you are going to be in town
please plan to attend! Please RSVP for the following events where requested.
Saturday, January 5
CBSW Member "Breakfast for Dinner" Potluck with Havdalah and the
CBSW Band
6:00 p.m. - Mix and Mingle
6:30 p.m. - Havdalah led by Rabbi Candidate followed by Dinner. The
visiting Rabbi will join the band on several songs.
Please RSVP through SignUp Genius Here.
Sunday, January 6
11:00 a.m. - Trees and Tots with Rabbi Eddie! Join us in the sanctuary
for a tot service led by our Rabbi Candidate. Following this 30-minute
service, the tots will go with Helen for some fun while parents visit with
the Rabbi in the sanctuary. Please register your plans to attend
Here.
2:00 - 2:45 p.m. - Two Jews, Three Opinions: How to Disagree Agreeably. Come experience the Rabbi as a teacher. This will be held in
the Social Hall.
3:00 p.m. - CBSW member Q & A with the Rabbi Candidate in the
Social Hall. Please submit questions in advance to search@cbsw.org
We will have pens and paper at the Q & A so you will be able to
submit questions during the session.

Join us for a special
Martin Luther King, Jr. Shabbat Service
Friday January 18

Service: 7:00 p.m.

Members of The Woodlands Masjid Al-Ansaar will be joining our community
for Shabbat worship. Their Imam, Rihabi M. Mohamed, PhD., will offer a
presentation, approximately 30 minutes in length, in the Social Hall
during the Oneg refreshments.
Please join us as we welcome the local Muslim community to our synagogue.

Q. How can members help with this fundraiser?
A. By soliciting donations and sponsorships, by selling tickets.
Q. How many tickets do we need to sell?
A. ln order to make this a successful event, we need to sell as many as three to four hundred
tickets. lf every member family were to sell ten tickets each, we can raise as much as $12,000 on
ticket sales alone.
Q. To whom should I sell tickets?
A. Your friends, neighbors, and people you do business with, your hair- dresser, your family, anyone
with whom you associate, etc.
Q. How do I market the event?
A. By telling everyone how much fun this event will be. There will be door prizes, raffles, fine art, jewelry, and vacation packages. There will also be wine and hors d'oeuvres.
Q. Why is this fundraiser important to me and CBSW?
A. Because part of the proceeds will be used to improve our building, resulting in an even more welcoming and safer place for our families. Part of the proceeds will go to support our congregational
initiative of "feed the hungry”.
Q. Where can I find more information?
A. Find us on Facebook: search March Art, or CLICK
HERE. On lnstagram, search TheWoodlandLINK TO FACEBOOK
sArt. To visit the art auction website, CLICK HERE (www.ArtAuction2019.com).
Linkcontact?
to website
Q. lf I have questions, who may
A. lf you still have questions or would like to get involved, please contact Vickie Strong HERE.

Religious School
We completed a very inspiring and busy Fall Semester. Our teachers and Madrichim have worked
very hard to accomplish a fulfilling and educational
semester. I cannot thank our Religious School
faculty enough for all of your dedication to
providing quality Judaic teaching for our children.
Parents - thank you for allowing us to educate your
children and nurture in them the skills, beliefs and
emotional attachments which will enable them to
integrate the values of Torah, Avodah, and Gemilut Chasadim – Jewish learning, worship, and the
doing of good deeds – into their lives. We are very
glad to have your children in our CBSW Religious
School and to have you as our support group. Toda
Rabah (Thank you)!
The health of our children and faculty members is
of utmost concern. If your child is ill or has had a
fever in the last 24 hours, please keep your child
at home.
We thank the parents who remember to give us
advance notice of their child’s absence. We expect
all students to be present at each study session.
Our teachers prepare their lessons in advance and
appreciate a call or e-mail if your child will be absent (even last minute).
Please remember that school starts on Sundays at
9:30 a.m. and on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. sharp.
Late arrivals can be disruptive, so we greatly appreciate when our students arrive on time.
January, 2019 Calendar Reminders:

HELEN RICHARD
Friday, January 11
6:15 p.m. - Tot Shabbat honoring Daddies
(Oneg hosted by Ritual Committee)
7:30 p.m. – 6th Grade Shabbat Service - Oneg
hosted by the class’s parents
Sunday, January 13
9:30 a.m. - Religious School Classes
Pre K-2nd grade - Mr. Mike monthly Sing
Along session
11:10 a.m. – 11:30 - Rabbi Berger session with
th
11 grade students
11:30- 12:00 p.m. - 12th grade students and
parents meet with Rabbi to plan the Graduating
Seniors Shabbat Service
10:00 a.m. – Adult Life Long Learning Session
presented by ADL – Words to Action: Empowerment Program for high school students and parents/family members. All CBSW Adult Members
invited.
TBD - Twiggy Escape Room
Wednesday, January 16
5:30 p.m. - Hebrew School Classes: grades 3 – 7
Friday-Monday, January 18-21
GreeneSki (7th – 12th Grade)
Sunday, January 20
Religious School Closed: MLK weekend
TBD - WoodSY Movie Night
Wednesday, January 23
5:30 p.m. - Hebrew School Classes: grades 3 – 7
Friday-Sunday, January. 25-27
NFTY TOR Winter Conclave & NFTY Nashir at
Houston HCRJ (8th – 12th grade)

January 1, 2019 - January 4
8th & 9th Grade "Alternative Winter Break” Bus
Trip: The trip is a combination of volunteering,
visiting sites of Jewish and New Orleans significance, and fun! Teens learn about the Southern
Jewish experience while engaging in community
service projects that benefit communities along
the Gulf Coast.

Sunday, January 27
9:30 a.m. - Religious School Classes
10:50 a.m. –Tu B’Shevat Seder and Celebration
12:00 noon - L’Taken meeting with Ethan from
GFC for 10th grade parents and students

Wednesday, January 2 and Sunday, January 6
- Religious School Closed: Winter Vacation

Wednesday, January 30
5:30 p.m. - Hebrew School Classes: grades 3 – 7

Wednesday, January 9 – Hebrew School Classes:
3rd – 7th graders

6th Grade Shabbat Service: The 6th grade
class is invited to join Rabbi Berger on

Friday, January 11, at 7:30 p.m. for a Shabbat service led by the students. The following Oneg is
the responsibility of the 6th grade class. All parents are asked to assist with the set-up, clean up
and provide items such as Challah, soft
drinks, fruit tray, cheese & cracker
tray, vegetable tray, desserts (cookies, brownies,
cake, etc.). A sign-up will be provided by our PTO.
We thank everyone for contributing to the religious school and education department with your
offerings of dishes at various programs and
events. Please use disposable containers.
One Shabbat Minyan - We encourage Hebrew
school students and their parents to attend our
monthly One Shabbat Minyan service at 9:30 a.m.
on select Saturdays. This one-hour service includes most of the prayers that our students will
lead during their bar or bat mitzvah, and is followed by brunch in the Social Hall. It's a very supportive group that welcomes participation by our
students. Next One Shabbat: January 12.
Words to Action - All CBSW adult members are
invited to join our 7th-grade and above students
and their parents on Sunday, January 13 from
10 a.m. to 12 noon for this empowerment program,
which will address antisemitism, led by a guest
speaker from the Anti-Defamation League (ADL).
We’re all aware of how much anti-Semitism and
other prejudices are increasing in our schools and
elsewhere. The Words to Action workshop provides resources and tools to strategically respond
to anti-Semitism and anti- Israel bias in any form,
including stereotypes and prejudice , hate speech/
free speech, vandalism, and anti-Israel incidents .
Tu B’Shevat Seder - Celebrating the Birthday
of the Trees
The CBSW Tu B’Shevat Seder and Celebration will
be Sunday, January 27 beginning at 10:50 a.m.
Students in 5th grade and above, together with
any CBSW adults who wish to join us, will gather in
the sanctuary for an outdoor excursion. Our Festival will feature the tasting of the first fruits
and, of course, Puffy the Pinecone!
Lunch for CBSW Religious School students and
Faculty members is free. All others may purchase
lunch tickets for hamburgers and hot dogs at the
Men Club’s Grill.

The day’s schedule:
9:30 - 10:00 a.m. - Family Service led by Rabbi
Berger
10:00 - 10:45 a.m. - 5th grade and older students
together with all CBSW adults are welcome to join
Houston’s Israeli Shlichim (Hadas and Gil) for an
outdoor excursion - meet in the sanctuary at
10:00 a.m.
10:00 - 10:45 a.m. - Pre K-4th grade: classroom
teaching session
11:00 a.m. - Seder followed by Men’s Club picnic

Purim Planning Committee needs you!
We will be celebrating CBSW Purim on Sunday,
March 24th. This should be a great event this
year. Our PTO asking for volunteers to assist to
plan it. Please let me know if we can count on you
to assist us and brainstorm together. Any/All ideas are welcome. Purim is the most festive of Jewish holidays, a time of prizes, noisemakers, costumes and treats. The Festival of Purim commemorates a major victory over oppression and is recounted in the Megillah, the scroll of the story of
Esther. The holiday with its joyous carnival-like
atmosphere focuses on one of the main themes in
Jewish history, the survival of the Jewish people
despite the attempts of their enemies to destroy
them.
Tzedakah - Thank you to all the students who
give so generously each week. Please have your
child place their donation in the Tzedakah box located at the entrance to the sanctuary.
Todah Rabbah - Thank You! - Parents, thank you
for allowing us to educate your children and nurture in them the skills, beliefs and emotional attachments which will enable them to integrate the
values of Torah, Avodah, and Gemilut Chasadim –
Jewish learning, worship, and the doing of good
deeds – into their lives.
If you need to reach Helen during Religious School
and get voicemail on the CBSW office number, OR
in case of an emergency, please call Helen’s cell
936-537-9620

Helen Richard

Director of Lifelong Learning, Congregational
Engagement and Tenant Relations

CBSW ADULT EDUCATION

CBSW ADULT EDUCATION SERIES
Sunday, January 13, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.

WORDS TO ACTION
Presented by the Anti Defamation League
An Empowerment Program for High School Students and Their Parents

This Words to Action workshop provides resources and tools to
strategically respond to anti-Semitism and anti-Israel bias in any form,
including stereotypes and prejudice, hate speech/free speech, vandalism, and anti-Israel incidents . Don’t miss this important session.

HAVURAT NASHIM SISTERHOOD EVENT
January 17 (Thursday 9am-3pm)
Join us for a Jewish-focused look at a small variety of Museum of Fine Arts
holdings, a museum-docent tour (also Jewish focused!) through the current
“Tudor to Windsor “collection, and an informal British Style Tea at the
museum café, prepared just for us!
$48 - Sisterhood Members and $54 - Non-Members.
Includes lunch with tip. Dietary needs can be accommodated.
Space is extremely limited. Please register HERE.
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Dora Cavitt

Manny Aizen
Adam Leeman

Steven Treistman

Stella Esposito-Thorson
Asa Wolfe
Charles Shapiro
Stan Goykhman
Barrie Hansen
Hannah Goldstein
Dorit Minyan
Barak Bullock
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Chuck Schlesinger
Sherry Vetalice
Nicole Brown
Robin Hirshberg
Mark Kelly
Rick Muenchausen
Beni Zalcman
Inez Carter
Adam Cooper
Eliana Burch
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Jonathan Wechter
Chad Johnson
Sheree Fedder

Simon DeRienzis
Maria Levitt
Isabella Gilbert
Bruce Lachterman
Audrey Glickson
Joshua Vetalice
Frank Lorch
Kaye Brouse
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Yahrzeits
Vyolet Ozeri Bat Rima and Itzhack

Ethel Saxe
Albert Kean
Melvin Appel
M.L. Upchurch
Elizabeth Titter
Rose Appel
Adam Philipson Bloom
Don Ehman
Harvey Katz
Lenora Scherz
Jean Kern
Patricia Markowitz
Margaret Vetalice
Sara Levy
Joseph Weinfeld
Hannah Thier
Nellie Feirst
Abraham Melamet
Lois Vogel
Marshall Kramer
Frida Stiehl
Lauren Nagler
Carl Sperling
Irwin Soforenko
Charles Horwitz
Jane Sunderland
Earl Chapman
Dore Goldstein

Mother of Helen Richard
Mother of Alan Saxe
Friend of Steve Appel
Brother of Steve Appel
Father of Betty Friedman
Aunt of Jason Titter-Bell
Mother of Steve Appel
Nephew of Bonnie Bloom
Father of Kenn Ehman
Father of Lisa Katz Johnson
Aunt of Vickie Strong
Aunt of Steve Appel
Mother of David Markowitz
Mother of John Vetalice
Grandmother of Dorit Minyan
Father of Julie Halperin
Grandmother of Maura Schofield

Grandmother of James Leiber
Father of Beryl Geber
Grandmother of Jill Brumberger

Father of Doug Kramer
Grandmother of Carolyn Kohnhorst

Cousin of Richard Davis
Father of Harriet Selig
Father of Cynthia MacLeod
Father of Arlene Sachs
Mother of Jeff Sunderland
Father of Marlene Zwilling
Father of Gege Muenchausen

May the Memory of Our Loved Ones Be for Blessing

Donations

WOODSY FUND
Lisa Katz-Johnson - In memory of Jean Krafchek Farber, Mother of Lisa Katz-Johnson
RABBI’S TZEDAKAH FUND
Stephen Rosen - in memory of Max Rosen, father of Stephen Rosen
Carl & Judy Wechter - in memory of Evelyn Brahms, mother of Rabbi Brahms

BRAHMS EMERITUS FUND
Leonard & Eugenie Zwelling – in memory of Evelyn Brahms, mother of Rabbi Brahms
Marian & Ron Schultz – in memory of Evelyn Brahms, mother of Rabbi Brahms
Robert & Sonia Wood – in memory of Evelyn Brahms, mother of Rabbi Brahms

CHOIR FUND
Jerry & Betty Friedman – in memory of Zelda Friedman, mother of Jerry Friedman

GENERAL FUND:
Marian & Ron Schultz—in memory of Carol Bliskin, mother of Ellen Marcus
Beryl Geber - Michael Geber, husband of Beryl Geber
Antonio & Ester Patino - in memory of Moises Zicer, father of Ester Patino

LIBRARY FUND:
Marian & Ron Schultz - In memory of Bertha C. Fenenbock, grandmother of Marian Schultz

One Shabbat Minyan
A reminder for those who are studying for their bar/bat mitzvahs, One
Shabbat Minyan is a great time to practice. Join us, typically the first
Saturday each month (check the calendar) at 9:30 a.m. A light brunch,
sponsored by the Sachs Mitzvah Fund, will be served after the service.

This month we honor daddies!

January
3 Barry & Christine Winston
9

Carl & Judith Wechter

10 John & Robbin Unietis
16 Robert & Marlene Zwilling
17 Zeev & Anita Gurwitz
18 Don & Marilyn Schlossberg
18 Lenee & Gabriel Bien-Willner
22 David & Jill Cassidy
26 Sol & Arlene Sachs
27 Leland & Jeri Dushkin
29 Joel & Louise Deretchin
30 Reed & Melinda Conley

CBSW ONEG
If you haven’t signed up yet...
Providing oneg after services
is one of the ACTS OF HOSPITALITY that we congregants take on to help make community here
at CBSW. Indeed, the oneg is one of the most
important pillars of building our community.

Please CLICK HERE or contact the CBSW
Office for details, and to select your date(s)!

Matthew L. Berger
Rabbi
Rabbi.Berger@cbsw.org
Jan M. Brahms, D.D.
Rabbi Emeritus
Rabbi.Brahms@cbsw.org

Helen Richard
Director of Lifelong
Learning, Congregational
Engagement and Tenant
Relations
eddirector@cbsw.org

Jen Orozco
Office Administrator
cbsw@cbsw.org
Board of Directors
Board@cbsw.org

Temple Office:
5125 Shadowbend Place
The Woodlands, TX 77381
(281) 362-1100
Monday-Friday
9am - 1pm

Coming Soon
CBSW’s 2019 Member
Directory is coming together
and will go to press soon.
Watch for updates.
Sh’ma is a monthly publication of
Congregation Beth Shalom of The Woodlands

5125 Shadowbend Place
The Woodlands, TX 77381
Information within this publication is intended for CBSW Members only. To have your name excluded
from Birthday, Anniversary and Yahrzeit listings, please email cbsw@cbsw.org
We sincerely regret any errors or omissions.

CLASSIFIEDS: Advertise in the Sh’ma! For advertising rates or submission of ads,
contact Richard Davis: 281.419.6393 or email to advertising@cbsw.org
Readers, please take the opportunity to patronize the fine businesses that
support our temple through their advertising.
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