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July, 2020 
 
Shalom & welcome to the new CBSW Religious School year! 
 
It is with great pleasure that we welcome and celebrate another new year 
with a wonderful congregation. The Religious School faculty is looking 
forward to working with you and your children as we provide a quality 
Judaic education at school and at home. 
 
COVID-19 disrupts so many parts of our lives. As we have been 
navigating through this new reality of remote learning and wishing to 
return to in-school learning and being together, it is time to look to the 
future and plan what our next steps are going to be.  There is no question 
that COVID-19 has taken its toll on all of us and especially on our 
children. We don’t know what the future holds, but one thing we do know 
is that the CBSW family is here for all of us. It is extremely important that 
our children and us stay connected to each other and to Jewish life. 
 
Our Youth Committee is working hard and meeting regularly. We sent out 
a survey to all parents in order to plan what our next steps are going to be. 
We thank these of you who have completed it already, and we would love 
to hear from everyone regarding how we could help make your child’s 
Jewish education continue to be a reality.  
 
Whether we are able to meet in person, gather virtually, or find ourselves 
in both spaces, we are committed to staying connected and engaged with 
our CBSW Religious School family by offering amazing Judaic and 
Hebrew programs. We thank our faculty members for developing a safe 
flexible, engaging, interactive, creative and fun opportunities that are 
grounded in Jewish values that meets our students’ diverse needs and 
fosters a CBSW community. 
 
Our top priorities are the safety of our students and staff, coupled with 
continuity of Jewish and Hebrew learning. This year we are tailoring our 
curriculum to address the world around us. We also understand that 
parents' ability to be involved will vary from family to family, so we will 
tailor the plan to meet parents’ needs as well. Each session that Religious 
School will be scheduled, our students will all see each other, check in as a 
class group on how everyone is feeling, and review previous Judaic 
concepts. We will introduce and reinforce new ones such as Jewish 
holidays, Torah study, spiritual practices, Israel, Mitzvot and Ethics, life 
cycle events and much more. New Hebrew letters and prayers will also be 
introduced during the class’ sessions. Our concentration will be on 
creating a Jewish framework for learning together as a family during this 
challenging time. 
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Virtual learning is particularly difficult for young children. We won’t be able to sit them in front 
of screens for long periods of time, but we do have many ideas for how to engage them if we are 
not able to meet in person. We will hold short virtual sessions with art projects, celebrating 
Shabbat and Jewish holidays, singing, games, and Hebrew with movements. Some will be held 
live and some will be recorded and you will be able to access them anytime. 

If you have questions or concerns, whether they are about learning issues specific to your 
child/ren, logistics, or anything else, please feel free to contact me anytime. 

Parents - Thank you for your support, your understanding, your patience, and, as always, your 
partnership in this important work. Todah Rabbah (thank you) for allowing us to educate your 
children and nurture in them the skills, beliefs and emotional attachments which will enable them 
to integrate the values of Torah, Avodah, and Gemilut Chasadim – Jewish learning, worship, and 
the doing of good deeds – into their lives. We are very glad to have your children in our 
Religious School and to have you as our support group. I cannot thank our Religious School 
faculty enough for all your dedication in providing quality interactive and creative Judaic 
teaching for our children. 

 B’shalom, 

Helen Richard 
Director of Lifelong Learning, 
Congregational Engagement, 
and Tenant Relations 


