
 

 

 

Summer 2022 

 

 

Dear Fellow B'nai Aviv Congregant, 

RE: HIGH HOLIDAYS 2022 / 5783 AT B’NAI AVIV 

As you are aware, the High Holiday seasons of the previous two years were unlike any 
that we have experienced in our lifetime. With the COVID-19 crisis underway, it was 
necessary for us to take extraordinary measures to ensure that our congregants and loved 
ones remained healthy and safe. Like every other synagogue in the world, we needed to 
accomplish this while still creating the spiritual connection to which all of us have been 
accustomed, and which all of us especially craved during the past two years. 

For B’nai Aviv, that meant it was necessary in 2020 to take the unprecedented step of 
closing our physical premises to the public and forgoing our usual in-person High 
Holiday services. We instead, after detailed consideration by Rabbi Watstein, took the 
drastic measure of allowing us to transgress Jewish Law by introducing live streaming of 
the Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services on a temporary basis until the crisis was 
over. We also innovated the Rosh Hashanah Shofar and Yom Kippur Neilah services, by 
holding them outdoors with in-person attendance while still observing all required safety 
protocols and precautions.  

In 2021, with vaccinations well underway and COVID beginning to recede, we moved to 
a hybrid model where we once again allowed B’nai Aviv members (but not their guests) 
to attend in person if they so desired, in a mask-mandatory environment in accordance 
with CDC guidelines at that time. For those not yet ready to observe the High Holidays 
in such an environment, Rabbi Watstein decided to extend the “emergency provision” 
allowing temporary streaming of the High Holiday services one additional year. 

With all of that now behind us, we are already deep within the planning process for the 
2022 / 5783 High Holidays at B’nai Aviv. As a society, we are now in a much better place 
than last year, thanks to ongoing vaccination initiatives and heightened sensitivity and 
adherence to masking, social distancing, and sanitary practices. While we still cannot 
predict with full certainty what will be permissible, advisable, and reasonable months 
from now, we have growing confidence that we can begin the transition back to a 
semblance of normalcy for the upcoming High Holidays. 
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With all of that that in mind, we have made the following decisions regarding this 
year’s High Holiday services (of course, subject to pending unforeseen changes in 
the current environment): 
• We plan to allow in-person, on-premises attendance to the services for all 

members of B’nai Aviv 
• We will once again be offering guest attendance tickets for sale to guests of 

B’nai Aviv members 
• Wearing of masks during services will no longer be mandatory. Of course, 

anyone who feels more comfortable wearing a mask is more than welcome to 
do so, and we will also be reserving some mask-mandatory rows within each 
of the main attendee sections.  

• With our “emergency provision” period essentially at an end, we will be 
returning to our adherence to Jewish law. As such, we will not be offering web 
streaming for this year’s High Holiday services.  
 

For more information, please refer to the enclosed COVID protocol FAQ, or to the 
web page at:  
 
https://www.bnaiaviv.org/high-holiday-covid-information-2022 
 
At that web page, you’ll also find the Rabbi Watstein’s original detailed rationale 
in 2020 for temporary provision of streaming services in contravention of Jewish 
law, and his announcement in 2021 of suspension of Shabbat streaming and the 
return to full observation of Jewish law, along with the continuation of temporary 
High Holiday streaming for that year only until the COVID situation had 
sufficiently improved. 
 
We are continuing to move forward with the resulting host of procedural and 
logistical decisions that are required to ensure a High Holiday season that is both 
safe and gratifying for our entire kehillah. As always, our overall objective will be 
to ensure everyone’s health and safety, while providing the spiritual fulfillment 
provided by the High Holidays. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rabbi Adam Watstein  Cantor William Lieberman      
 
 
Cantor Sarah Levine   Shai Habosha  
     Executive Director 
 
 
Scott Daub    David Smith 
President    Executive Vice President 
    High Holiday Committee Chair  
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