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Jewish Climate Action Network of Georgia (JCAN-GA)
https://gipl.org/jcan-ga/ https://www.facebook.com/JCANgeorgia

JCAN-GA aims to promote environmental stewardship through Jewish community building.
We seek to:

● Sound out an urgent and visionary Jewish voice on the crisis of climate change.
● Build relationships with environmental and justice leaders in Jewish and other communal

organizations.
● Inspire and mobilize Jewish communities to take leadership and participate in bold

climate campaigns
● Develop and provide informational resources to allies working on climate change action

to promote environmental stewardship though Jewish community.
Everything we do is rooted in Jewish principles.

Leviticus 25:1-7
(1)YHWH spoke to Moses on Mount
Sinai: (2)Speak to the Israelite people
and say to them: When you enter the
land that I assign to you, the land shall
observe a sabbath of the Lord. (3)Six
years you may sow your field and six
years you may prune your vineyard and
gather in the yield. (4)But in the
seventh year the land shall have a
sabbath of complete rest, a sabbath of
the Lord: you shall not sow your field
or prune your vineyard. (5)You shall
not reap the aftergrowth of your harvest
or gather the grapes of your untrimmed
vines; it shall be a year of complete rest
for the land. (6)But you may eat
whatever the land during its sabbath
will produce—you, your male and
female slaves, the hired and bound
laborers who live with you, (7)and your
cattle and the beasts in your land may
eat all its yield.

ויקרא כ״ה:א׳-ז׳
י ר ִסיַנ֖ ה ְּבַה֥ ר יְהָו֙ה ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֔ (א)ַויְַדֵּב֤

ר ֶאל־ְּבֵנ֤י יְִׂשָרֵאל֙ ְוָאַמְרָּת֣ ר׃ (ב)ַּדֵּב֞ ֹֽ ֵלאמ
ן י נֵֹת֣ ר ֲאִנ֖ ֶרץ ֲאֶׁש֥ אּ֙ו ֶאל־ָהָא֔ ֹ֙ י ָתב ם ִּכ֤ ֲאֵלֶה֔

ת ַליהָוֽה׃ ֶרץ ַׁשָּב֖ ה ָהָא֔ ם ְוָׁשְבָת֣ ָלֶכ֑
ׁש ָׁשִנ֖ים � ְוֵׁש֥ ע ָׂשֶד֔ ׁש ָׁשנִי֙ם ִּתזְַר֣ (ג)ֵׁש֤
� ְוָאַסְפָּת֖ ֶאת־ ְּתבּוָאָתּֽה׃ ר ַּכְרֶמ֑ ֹ֣ ִּתזְמ

ת ַׁשָּבתֹו֙ן יְִהֶי֣ה ת ַׁשַּב֤ (ד)ּוַבָּׁשָנ֣ה ַהְּׁשִביִע֗
ע ְד֙� ֣�א ִתזְָר֔ ה ָׂשֽ ת ַליהָו֑ ֶרץ ַׁשָּב֖ ָלָא֔

יַח ְקִצֽיְר֙� ת ְסִפ֤ ר׃ (ה)ֵא֣ ֹֽ ְוַכְרְמ֖� ֥�א ִתזְמ
ר ֹ֑ � ֣�א ִתְבצ י נְזִיֶר֖ ֣�א ִתְק֔צֹור ְוֶאת־ִעּנְֵב֥

ָהיְָתה ְׁשַנ֥ת ַׁשָּב֖תֹון יְִהֶי֥ה ָלָאֶֽרץ׃ (ו)ְו֠
ה ְל֖� ּוְלַעְבְּד֣� ֶרץ ָלֶכ֙ם ְלָאְכָל֔ ת ָהָא֤ ַׁשַּב֨
ים ְב֔� ַהָּגִר֖ � ְוִלְׂשִכֽיְר֙� ּוְלתֹוָׁש֣ ְוַלֲאָמֶת֑

� ר ְּבַאְרֶצ֑ ְבֶהְמְּת֔� ְוַלַֽחָּי֖ה ֲאֶׁש֣ ִעָּמֽ�׃ (ז)ְוִל֨
ֹֽל׃ ּה ֶלֱאכ ִּתְהֶי֥ה ָכל־ְּתבּוָאָת֖



Isaiah 58:11-14
(11)And the Lord will guide you always,
and will satisfy your thirst in arid places,
and give strength to your bones. You shall
be like a well-watered garden, and like a
spring whose waters do not fail. (12)And
from you they shall rebuild ancient ruins,
foundations laid long ago you shall raise;
and you shall be called repairer of the
breach, restorer of paths for dwellers.
(13)If you refrain from trampling the
sabbath, from pursuing your affairs on
My holy day, and if you call the sabbath a
“delight,” the Lord’s holy day, “honored,”
and honor it by not going about your
ways nor pursuing your affairs and
speaking of business,* (14)then you shall
delight in the Lord, and I will set you
astride the heights of the earth and let you
enjoy the heritage of your father Jacob,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.
*Alter’s translation: “speaking in vain”

ישעיהו נ״ח:י״א-י״ד
יַע (יא)ְונֲָח֣� יְהָֹו֮ה ָּתִמי֒ד ְוִהְׂשִּב֤

יץ י� יֲַחִל֑ � ְוַעְצמֶֹת֖ ְּבַצְחָצחֹו֙ת נְַפֶׁש֔
ר יִם ֲאֶׁש֥ א ַמ֔ ה ּוְכמֹוָצ֣ ן ָרֶו֔ יָת֙ ְּכַג֣ ְוָהיִ֙

ֽ�א־יְַכּזְ֖בּו ֵמיָמֽיו׃ (יב)ּוָב֤נּו ִמְּמ֙�
י דֹור־ָו֖דֹור ם מֹוְסֵד֥ ׇחְר֣בֹות עֹוָל֔

ב ֶרץ ְמׁשֵֹב֥ ר ֶּפ֔ א ְל֙� ּגֵֹד֣ ם ְוקָֹר֤ ְּתקֹוֵמ֑
יב ֶבת׃ (יג)ִאם־ָּתִׁש֤ נְִתי֖בֹות ָלָׁשֽ

� ְּב֣יֹום � ֲעׂ֥שֹות ֲחָפֶצ֖ ִמַּׁשָּב֙ת ַרגְֶל֔
נֶג ִלְק֤דֹוׁש ֹ֗ ת ע אָת ַלַּׁשָּב֜ י ְוָקָר֨ ׇקְדִׁש֑

י� ד ְוִכַּבְדּתֹ֙ו ֵמֲעׂ֣שֹות ְּדָרֶכ֔ יְהָֹו֙ה ְמֻכָּב֔
ז ר ָּדָבֽר׃ (יד)ָא֗ ִמְּמ֥צֹוא ֶחְפְצ֖� ְוַדֵּב֥
י� ַעל־ ה ְוִהְרַּכְבִּת֖ ִּתְתַעּנַ֙ג ַעל־יְהָֹו֔
י� ֶרץ ְוַהֲאַכְלִּת֗ ֳמֵתי [במותי] ָא֑ ָּב֣

ה ִּדֵּבֽר׃ י יְהָֹו֖ י ִּפ֥ י� ִּכ֛ ב ָאִב֔ ֹ֣ נֲַחַל֙ת ַיֲֽעק

“One of the reasons I find shmita so incredibly important is that it is, frankly, astoundingly
provocative. It is not soft, it is not friendly, it is not easy. It is challenging. It provokes us to
think through the notion of ownership. It obligates us to help others not from our kindness but
because what we think of as ours isn’t really ours in the first place. It places land and wild
animals on close to the same plane as human beings, and thus critiques the anthropocentric
presumption that is so deep in us that we hardly know how to stand apart from it.”

—Nigel Savage, founder and former CEO of Hazon, the Jewish lab for sustainability

“Shmita tells us to put limits on our activities because we are not the center of the universe,
because we are in relationship to something larger than ourselves. One way to look at this is to
say that shmita reminds us that whereas the ethos of our times is to move forward unceasingly,
in a more sane and interconnected world there are rhythms.”

—Rabbi Natan Margalit, from Shmita: The Rhythms of Life

“Too many of us lack intimacy with the natural world and with our souls, and consequently we
are doing untold damage to both.” —Bill Plotkin, from DailyGood: News that Inspires
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