
Somehow in the past year I landed on the board and am now serving 
in the humbling capacity of VP of Tikkun Olam. In this role I've heard 
some of our fellow congregants wonder what level of activist passion 
JRC will embrace in the years ahead. 
 
That’s up to us. What kind of community do we want to be?  
 
I think you can already guess what my answer will be. So let me 
briefly mention four opportunities currently in place for you to climb 
aboard, meet other JRC members that care about what you care 
about and to bring positive change to our world. 
 
Our Green Team focuses on action to protect the environment and is 
aiming toward a synagogue that creates as close to zero waste as 
possible.  Our Peace Dialogue group addresses matters of peace 
and justice locally and globally. You can join our Soup Kitchen 
volunteers and have the gratifying job of preparing and serving meals 
right here in Evanston. And our Immigration Justice Task Force is 
currently engaging in action to bring about humane immigration 
policies as well as protections for domestic workers.  
 
But what about the opportunities that are not yet in place? What else 
could JRC be doing to prevent gun violence? To help refugees 
escaping war and deprivation? To bring about racial equality to name 
just a few areas. 
 
Some might be hearing all this and find themselves sinking down, 
thinking, "yikes, I do not have time for one more thing in my life." 
Well, don't worry, you can relax because this is a guilt-free talk.  
 
For some the time isn't right. We all go in and out of those periods in 
our lives. Thankfully when the flag of peace and justice is too heavy 
for some to carry, there are others able to take it from weary arms 
and hold that flag, that force for change, up high.  
 
And those are the people that I'm talking to, the ones who are sitting 
up just a bit straighter in their seat, their ears just a bit more perked 
up. You know who you are and I'm talking to you. You are the ones 
who have a large heart, a passion for change and a little space in 
your life, maybe it's a teeny bit of space but you know it's there. You 
see it and you know you can lead on that area of passion.  
 



And JRC is here to help you get started. We’ll help you think it 
through and get the word out to the rest of the congregation. A large 
project, a small project - we’ll meet you where you are. 
 
This is your open invitation. A new year is upon us. Who will have the 
last word? Will it be the Alt-Right? Will it be the NRA? Will it be war, 
hunger or fear? Or . . . will it be peace? Will it be nourishment? Will it 
be justice, compassion and love? Let’s bring it on, together.  
 
Laurie Goldstein 
	


