
"Out of all the things I've done in this past year, I think summing it up is going to 
be the most difficult. Because how do you sum up an experience as vast and 
complex and deeply personal as a spiritual awakening? Believe me, people have 
been asking me at every oneg, and I still don't quite know how to say it succintly! 
Fortunately, most of you already know who I am and how I got here, but if you're 
interested in hearing that story again, just come say hi afterwards and I'll try to 
give you the full schpiel. Instead, I'll tell you the story of a dream I had around this 
time last year. 
 
Just after I first started coming to JRC, I dreamed I was wandering around the 
back alleyways of Chicago. Lost, but not uncomfortable or frightened, I was 
looking for my apartment building and couldn't quite tell which one was mine or 
what way to go next. Until I came upon a place where banners were hanging 
from the balcony. In big rainbow letters, in Hebrew and English, they said:  
 
WELCOME HOME! THIS WAY! KEEP GOING! 
 
I remember looking up and thinking "I guess I'm going the right way." And then I 
woke up. 
 
JRC is my home. This past year has made me feel like I've been here, and 
known all of you, my entire life. I've gone to seders at houses where I knew no 
one...but it felt like being with family. I've begun to learn Hebrew and study Torah, 
and it feels as natural as if I had been raised in Yeshiva. And because we're 
Reconstructionists, I can know that this isn't because of a supernatural destiny. 
It's because of you. You have grown and nurtured this community into what it is. 
Which is, in and of itself, the manifestation of the Divine. And through your 
community, I've been able to catch brief and beautiful glimpses of Divine things, 
Holy things, Awesome things, Wonderful things. 
 
I especially want to express my gratitude to our Minyan, and to our Torah Study 
group. You all are the core reason why I'm here every single week. Gratitude 
doesn't even begin to express the depth of it. Love, more like. When I am in the 
Minyan, I am loved by an unending love. Returning that love, reflecting it back 
and amplifying it with my own, is the least I can do to repay you. 
 
"Ma nora ha’makom ha’zeh, ein zeh ki im beit Elohim."  
 
"How full of awe is this place, this is none other than the house of God.”" 
 
Keegan Sherwood 


