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History of the JRC Garden
Compiled by Becky Block from Garden Notes and Records

August 17, 2014

Background – Principles and Goals of the JRC Garden
The JRC Garden philosophy has remained the same since the JRC Gardeners

was founded in 1984. The philosophy and specific landscaping plan were approved by
the JRC Board and by the congregation at its annual meeting in the winter of 1985.
Even though JRC now has a new garden surrounding its new building, the original
philosophy has not changed.

In the summer of 1984, even before JRC moved into its “new” building on Dodge,
the JRC Gardeners developed a landscape design and a philosophy for the JRC
Garden. This plan was approved by the congregation at the annual meeting in 1985.
We proposed to create, over time, a natural setting for JRC, with the following goals:

 Create a welcoming place in the outdoors for everyone in the JRC family and
their activities, from a back yard playground, to a circle of benches for quiet
discussion or contemplation, to a spot to build a sukkah.

 Plant trees, shrubs and perennials that reflect the changing seasons, and that
provide fruit, color or a wonderful scent at different times of year, because Jewish
tradition is closely tied to the circle of the year (for example, fruit and colorful
berries in autumn, interesting shapes and food for birds in winter, spring bulbs
and flowering trees in spring, colorful perennials in summer)

 Plant trees, shrubs and perennials that attract and sustain birds and butterflies.
 Stress low maintenance and positive (or minimally negative) impact on the

environment. By doing this, we were able to have a chemical-free garden from
the beginning, and we were able to have a garden that JRC members could
maintain. Our guiding principles were the following:
a) Choose trees, shrubs and perennials that grow naturally to the size you want

without pruning, that require the amount of water they are likely to get without
watering, and that are naturally resistant to diseases and pests.

b) Choose species that are healthy in the Illinois climate with no special needs
for water, that resist diseases, and that do not need pesticides.

c) Gradually improve the soil (which was initially horrible) with mulch and
compost.

d) Plant things together that support each other.
e) Mulch to conserve water.
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JRC Garden Milestones

1984-1985
In the summer of 1984, even before JRC moved into its “new” building on Dodge, the

JRC Gardeners developed a landscape design and a philosophy for the JRC
Garden.

Spring/Summer 1984: Becky Block attended a landscape design class taught by a
landscape architect, City of Evanston Park District. A landscape design for JRC
was the product of the class.

Planning meeting, August 9, 1984: Becky Block presented the proposed landscape
design to JRC members, outside in the garden-to-be, because the building
construction was not yet finished. Attending were: Bob Turner, Janie and
Winkler, Carole Goldbaum, Kathi Lieb, and others.

October, 1984: Mums planted in the “triangle” beds on the front porch. Bob and Seth
Turner, Janie and Barry Winkler, Paula Cohen, Carol Elegant.

October 10, 1984: Trees planted: crimson maple tree in honor of Elyse Forkosh’s bar
mitzvah and three serviceberry trees, in memory of Marvin Greenbaum’s father,
in memory of Iris Golden’s father, and from the Fine and Levin families (Susie
Fine and her parents).

October 15, 1984: Spring-flowering bulbs planted around new trees and in the “triangle
beds.

Winter, 1985: Garden Plan approved by the JRC congregation at the Congregational
meeting.

March 15, 1985: Planted three crabapples (in memory of Kate Kinser’s father and from
Barry and Janie Winkler), seven winterberry shrubs on the other side of JRC’s
porch, 25, spreading junipers (three donated by Charles Smith) and procumbus
junipers in front of JRC’s new sign.

Arranged with the City of Evanston to plant six trees in the parkways around JRC. Paid
$80 per tree for them to plant bigger trees. This was supported by the Waller
family, the JRC choir, Ruth Sutow, the Lowenthal family, the Gelber family, and
the Northeast Evanston Chavurah.

April 2, 1985: Spring cleanup. Planted 200 lilies, three flats of petunias and a flat of
alyssum in the three “triangle” beds on our front porch, transplanted the mums to
the “crescent bed,” and pulled out the dead tree. Gerry Salzman, Becky Block,
Jan Waller, Eleanor Skydell, Lynn Lazarus, Carole Mark, Liz Nichols, Dan
Joseph, Carole Ellegant, Kathi Lieb, Shirley Gould, Natalie Fisher, Phyllis
Greenbaum, Marie Davidson, Bob Turner, Janie Winkler, and Polly Zashin.

June 29, 1985: Mulched everything, and installed a “soaker” sprinkler system.
July, 1985: Planted 50 irises in front of the winterberries, transplanted from Becky and

Dick’s garden.
October 30, 1985: our garden was selected as the state winner in Family Circle’s “Make

America Beautiful” contains “in recognition of your tremendous gardening effort.”
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1986- 1987
From the beginning, the JRC Garden never relied on funds from the general JRC

budget. Instead, the garden was always supported by donations of money and
plants, and by earnings from the annual Spring Bulb Sale.

Spring, 1986: hired a gardener, Charles Smith, to do the heavy work of digging and
mulching new flower beds. We planted Siberian irises, daylilies, peonies and
petunias.

Bob Turner organized and carried out the first JRC Garden bulb sale, working with
Doornbosch, a Dutch bulb company, with the help of Paula Cohen, Carol
Ellegant, Barbara Greenberg, Carole Mark, Liz Nichols, Gerry Salzman, Jan
Waller, Janie Winkler and Polly Zashin. On November 23, 1987, Bob reported
that total earnings after expenses were $2238.62.

June, 1987: JRC Gardeners planted many donated plants and perennials transplanted
from people’s yards: peonies (Shirley and Joe Gould); hostas (Roger Price and
Lynn Pollack); primrose plants (Marilyn Margolis).

Summer, 1987: Established the “responsible gardener” system, where someone took
the responsibility to “visit the garden two or three times during the week to pull
weeks, pick off dead flowers, and generally keep and eye on things.” Organized
by Becky Block and Kathi Lieb, the Responsible Gardeners in the summer of
1987 were Liz Nichols, Kathi Lieb, Jan Waller, Carol Ellegant, Paula Cohen,
Natalie Fisher, Barb Greenberg, Susie Fine, Kathi Lieb, Becky Block, Bonnie
Forkosh, Marie Goldstein, Sammie Goldberg, Janie Winkler, Bob Turner, and
Lois Barliant.

October, 1987: planted spring-flowering bulbs, some transplanted (Marcie Weiss and
Bonnie Schlamberg) and others donated to JRC from the JRC bulb sale.

1988-1989
The second JRC bulb sale was organized by Bob Turner and Carol Ellegant. Our profit

in 1988 was $2834.84.
The Responsible Gardener system continued in the summer of 1988. Responsible

Gardeners were Dan Joseph, Becky Block, Jo Felman, Barbara Greenberg, Jan
Waller, Eleanor Skydell, Natalie Fisher, Ellen Harris, Kathi Lieb, Liz Nichols, Polly
Zashin, Carole Mark, Bob Turner, Bettes Silver, Ann Schmidt, Gerry Salzman,
Carol Ellegant, Eve Epstein, and Susie Fine.

In 1988 we began to have Spring, Summer and Fall “garden cleanups,” bringing
everyone together to not only clean up but to do whatever was a high priority for
the JRC Garden. In the Spring Garden Day, we planted spring and summer
perennials; in the Fall Garden Day, we planted spring-flowering bulbs.

Plants donated and planted in the summer of 1988: daylilies and lily-of-the-valley
(Carole Mark); vinca and pachysandra (Roger Price); impatiens (Bob Turner);
petunias (Becky and Dick Block); mum plants from Arnie Rachlis’s “bar mitzvah”
(Marilyn Price); bulbs (Ruth Kane).

Marilyn and Larry Margolis donated six giant mock orange bushes and some primroses.
Moving them and planting them at JRC was a huge job, done by Dan Joseph,
Dick Block and Becky Block. Each mock orange filled a station wagon to
capacity.
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August, 1988: There was a huge, wide and deep bed of large gravel (really rocks) along
the building’s front windows that had defied any of our attempts to remove it. We
finally contracted with a gravel company to remove the rocks, the rotting black
plastic beneath it, and the steel edging around it, in return for the gravel. The
gravel company’s heavy truck broke an axle.

The third JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by Bob Turner, Gerry Salzman
and Polly Zashin. Our profit in 1989 was $2784.64.

June 4, 1989: Spring planting. Gerry Salzman (coordinator), workers were Dan Joseph,
Mildred Weinstein, Blanche Gibons, Carol Ellegant, Laurie Kahn, Susie Fine,
Becky Block, Seth Turner and Bob Turner. We planted kiwi vines, climbing
hydrangeas, 30 “Goldfinger” potentilla bushes (around the JRC sign), four
forsythia bushes and two euonymus alata bushes, creeping phlox, Monarda, and
astilbe (in the crescent bed).

Summer, 1989: Responsible Gardeners were Becky Block (coordinator), Bill Klopsch,
Leslie Schwartzman, Gerry Salzman, Carole Mark, Marilyn Margolis, Barb
Greenberg, Carol Ellegant, Blanche Gibons, Liz Nichols, Jan Waller, Bob Turner,
Susie Fine, Jo Felman, Laurie Kahn, Eleanor Skydell, Nancy Temkin, Polly
Zashin, Natalie Fisher, Ann Schmidt and Jan Waller.

July 16, 1989. Summer cleanup. Natalie Fisher (coordinator), Dan Joseph, Carol
Elegant, Becky Block.

Dan Joseph held a bike fix-up day, where he and his friends tuned up bicycles in return
for a donation to the JRC Garden.

August, 1989: After considerable consultation with the board and the School
Committee, JRC Gardeners excavated for future playground, graded beds with
the excavated topsoil.

August, 1989: installed the circle of benches at the back of JRC’s “back yard” (Marty
and Susie Fine; Diane and Bob Turner, in honor of Shabbat; JRC Gardeners, in
memory of Leota Hirsch).

October 12, 1989: planted additional spreading “blue rug” junipers and procumbus
junipers surrounding the JRC sign, mixed tulips among the bushes, and other
spring-flowering bulbs. We also dug up and stored the cannas for a safe winter.

October 22, 1989: Bulb Planting Day, coordinator: Jan Waller.
In 1989, the JRC Gardeners added Lynn Lazarus, Marilyn Margolis, Leslie

Schwartzman, Eleanor Skydell, Susan Sloan, Mildred Weinstein.

1990-1991
The fourth JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by Bob Turner, Janie Winkler,

Susie Fine and Jan Waller. Our profit for 1990 was $2225.89.
May 20, 1990: Spring Planting Day on (Becky Block, coordinator). JRC Gardeners

planted petunias, impatiens, creeping phlox, and fancy daylilies. We also
trimmed and fertilized the trees and greatly expanded the lily bed.

Shavuot, June 16, 1990: The JRC Gardeners held a “Havdalah in the Garden” service,
welcoming JRC members to the garden and dedicating the memorial trees. Bob
Turner and Becky Block made a booklet for the service.
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Summer, 1990: Responsible Garners were Becky Block (coordinator), Jan Waller,
Leslie Schwartzman, Mike Sehr, Lisa Pildes, Natalie Fisher, Bob Turner, Blanche
Gibons, Dan Joseph, Liz Nichols, Jo and Cole Felman, Susie Fine, Carol
Ellegant, Carole Mark, Marilyn Margolis, Barb Greenberg, Polly Zashin, Ann
Schmidt, Eleanor Skydell, and Laurie Kahn. We had Garden Days on May 20th,
July 15th, and August 26th.

Dan Joseph donated a huge amount of work to re-direct the building downspouts, which
had been flooding the garden (and the JRC basement). We also built a “dry well”
to catch roof run-off.

Fall, 1990: planted three Rose of Sharon trees (Natalie Fisher, in memory of her sister,
Judith Glass).

Fall, 1990: planted lots of Yellow Cheerfulness daffodils in the newly-expanded lily bed
and bright tulips around the JRC sign, as well as wood hyacinths, snow crocuses
and winter aconite.

The fifth JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by Bob Turner and Jan Waller.
Our profit in 1991 was $1800.17.

June 9, 1991: On Spring Planting Day, the JRC Gardeners planted moss roses and
hosta, transplanted from Blanche Gibon’s yard, and planted cannas in the
triangle beds.

Summer, 1991: Responsible Garners were Becky Block (coordinator), Judy Mendel,
Dick Block, Tessa Fischer, Esther Kaplan-Shain, Eleanor Skydell, Dan Joseph,
Barbara Greenberg, Bob Turner, Marcie Holding, Leslie Schwartzman, Jo and
Cole Felman, Jan Waller, Shellie Robbins, Blanche Gibons and Ann Schmidt.

August 25, 1991: Bulb Planting Day. We planted 100 “naturalized lily mixture” in the lily
bed, as well a more daffodils and tulips.

1992-1993
The sixth JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by Bob Turner. Our profit in

1992 was $2784.64.
JRC first graders planted an ash tree.
Priority tasks for 1992 were planting cannas in the triangle beds, planting annuals, bulbs

and lilies around the playlot fence and along the border of the crescent bed, plant
scarlet astilbes in front of the mock orange bushes on the north border, plant
sweet alyssum and creeping phlox along the border, plant a lily bed between the
two crimson maples in the front yard.

As the playground took shape, the JRC Gardeners planted bulbs and perennials along
the “edge beds” and serviceberry trees in the back, shading the benches.

The seventh JRC bulb sale 1993) was organized and carried out by Bob Turner and Jan
Waller.

Priority project for 1993: apple tree corner. We cultivated two feet down over entire
area, created a raised ben, added topsoil and composted manure, and planted
around the tree with vinca, lilies of the valley, and naturalized daffodils and
snowdrops.

1994-1995
The eighth JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by Bob Turner and Jan Waller.



6

The ninth JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by Bob Turner.

1996-1997
The tenth JRC bulb sale (1996) was organized and carried out by Bob Turner, Jan

Waller and Becky Block.
April 21, 1996: Garden Walk.
April 28, 1996: Spring cleanup and planting.
October 27, 1996: The JRC Gardeners planted 8 dozen Red Riding Hood tulips, 8

dozen mixed daffodils and narcissi, 2 dozen Yellow Cheerfulness bunch
flowering daffodils, 100 Renown pink tulips, and 8 dozen snowdrops in the JRC
Garden. Gardeners Clara Scheffer, Esther Kaplan-Shain, Dan Joseph, Bob and
Rebecca Turner, Susie Fine, Leslie Schwartzman and Becky Block did the
planting.

The eleventh JRC bulb sale (1997) was organized and carried out by

1998-1999
The twelfth JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by
The thirteenth JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by
Fall 1999: Dan Joseph planted tulips and grape hyacinths to bloom next Spring in the

front-porch triangles.

2000-2001
We continued to follow our long-term landscape plan.
The fourteenth JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by Angela Allen, Bryna

Cytrynbaum, Bob Turner, and Becky Block.
Spring, 2000: At the spring Garden Day, Dick Block, Becky Block, Dan Joseph and

Jean Niederman planted cannas and marigolds in the “triangle beds” on the
porch. (The cannas were dug up every fall and saved over the winter in the Block
basement.) Joel Gratch and Sean Egan preserved the wood on the benches, and
Daniel Block roto-tilled beds several flower beds.

May 2000: On Mother’s Day, Daniel Block rota-tilled beds that needed rejuvenation, and
in those beds Judy Blaustein and Linda Kagan planted an "iris and daylily corner"
by the front steps, added to the astilbes north of the garden gate, and planted
Sweet Autumn clematis along the fence to the south. Along the back fence,
behind the River Birch trees, Dan rota-tilled a long new bed, where Linda planted
daylilies. Or plan was to have a wildflower shade garden meandering under the
River Birches, behind the benches.

At the summer Garden Day, the JRC Gardeners prepared the bed for planting the future
roses (Dick Block, Jayne Daniel, Carol Ellegant Laura Kagan and Carol
Goldbaum) weeded ferns out of the Annabelle hydrangeas (Judy Blaustein); and
planted daylilies (Linda Kagan).

Fall, 2000: Six baby rose bushes were planted in memory of Natalie Seinsheimer by her
daughter, Carol Goldbaum. They are "Martin Frobisher" Canadian Explorer shrub
roses, chosen partly because they fit in with the "low maintenance "criterion of
our Landscape Plan (they are very hardy and strong). They will grow to 5 to 6
feet in diameter, and have fragrant, soft pink-to-rose double flowers.
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2000 donations to the Landscape Fund, to make sure that the JRC Garden gets the
care and feeding it needs to flourish: Bob and Diane Turner, William Stein, Beth
Lange, Bill, Alex and Eleanor Martin, Judy Blaustein, Chuck and Maxine Lange,
Mike and Maxine Topper, Sean Egan, and Ellen and Jeff Gilbert.

The fifteenth JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by Leslie Schwartzman.

2002-2003
The sixteenth JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by
Autumn 2003: Formed a Garden Transition Committee to work with the JRC building

planning committee and the landscape architects on the plans for the new JRC
garden and transitioning to it. Our tasks were the following:

1. Create a current inventory of JRS planting (trees, shrubs, perennials), and
identify transition issues for each plant. (Becky Block & Linda Kagan)

2. Work with the architect and the JRC Building Committee to design the “new
landscape,” and incorporate this plan into the plans for the building. (Becky
Block & Linda Kagan)

3. For shrubs and perennials that are under the “footprint” but will be part of the
new landscape design, organize “foster plant parents” to care for them in the
interim. (Linda Kagan)

4. Work with the architects to incorporate the fostered plants into the landscape
design for the new building. (Becky Block & Linda Kagan)

5. For shrubs and perennials plants that will not be fostered, and for the high-
quality top soil in the garden, dig up and pot the plants, dig up and bag the
soil, and organize a plant sale, with the proceeds going to the JRC Garden.
(entire garden committee).

2003 – 2006: The Transition Plan was a process of several years. Members of the
Garden Transition Committee were Becky Block (chair), Julia Talbot and Avram
Eisen (re-purposing the wood of the trees that had to be cut down), Linda Kagan
(coordinated the “plant foster parent” project), Julia Talbot (contacted the City of
Evanston to determine their interest in the fate of the parkway trees on Mulford),
Diane Turner, Jan Waller, Eleanor Skydell, Michael Gelick, Dan Joseph. Julie
Dorfman was the liaison from the Environmental Committee.

September 10, 2003: Reported to the JRC Board about the goals and tasks of the
Garden Transition Committee. Also pointed out that, “The trees that are part of
the JRC landscape are in serious need of basic maintenance. This work is
especially crucial because of the possible future construction work. We may have
to move some trees, and others may be endangered by the construction. To
ensure that the construction damage to the tress is kept to the minimum, it is vital
to make sure now that they are as healthy and strong as they can be.”

October 17, 2003: Presented a budget and proposal to JRC for “Basic Tree
Maintenance at JRC.” Recommended basic pruning and fall and spring
fertilization, at a cost of $1415 (based on an estimate from Autumn Tree Care
Experts.

The seventeenth JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by

2004-2005
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Entire period: The Garden Transition Committee continued to work on the above tasks.
The eighteenth JRC bulb sale (2004) was organized and carried out by Julia Talbot.
In 2005, Julia Talbot prepared a proposal for the JRC Board requesting that JRC hire a

landscaping firm to do the heavier work and to keep up with the mulching and
weeding. The Board agreed. Julia researched landscapers, received proposals,
and settled on Nature’s Perspective. JRC has continued to work with Nature’s
Perspective since then.

The nineteenth JRC bulb sale (2005) was organized and carried out by Julia Talbot.
New Garden members who signed up in 2005: Julie Shutro, Adem Zletz, Yael

Kurganoff, Elaine Strauss, Mike and Maxine Topper, and Ilen Lebovitz.

2006-2007
Tu b’Shevat, February, 2006: At the Tu b’Shevat seder, we called for Garden Transition

volunteers: “In preparation of the demolition and rebuilding of JRC, the JRC
gardeners are preparing to close out the garden. This means removing many of
the plants and finding foster homes for them or giving or selling them.
Additionally, in preparation for the new garden, we will continue to raise money
via the annual bulb sale for all the new things we will need for in the new garden.”
Many people, gardeners and others, signed on to help.

February 5, 2006: After considerable research and coordination with the JRC Board, the
Art Committee, and the architects, Avram Eison found someone (Bruce Horigan)
experienced in processing wood from old trees, drying it properly in a kiln and
producing an object from the wood. A detailed proposal and budget was
presented to the Board in February, 2006.

Spring, 2006: Active members of the JRC Gardeners in 2006 were Julie Dorfman, Carol
Goldbaum, Julia Talbot, Linda Kagan, Becky Block, Avram Eisen, Diane
Sperling, Dan Joseph, Leora Siegel, Diane Turner, and Darlene Grossman.

The twentieth JRC bulb sale (2006) was organized and carried out by Julia Talbot.
June 25, 2006: In preparation for the JRC Garage and Garden to be held on June 27 th,

Julia Talbot, Julie Dorfman, Linda Kagan and Becky Block walked
around the JRC garden and made a list of what we should "foster" for
future planting in the new JRC garden, and what we should sell at the
"garage sale" on Sunday. We tagged all of the plants - to sell or to foster.
We did not want customers to dig up plants on the spot without supervision,
since we didn't want anyone standing on the roses while they are digging up a
peony.

Sunday, June 27, 2006, Garage and Garden Sale: Early in the morning, we assembled
with shovels, pots and bushel baskets to prepare for the sale, which was held in
the afternoon dig up all of the bulbs in the triangles on the porch, and also the
bulbs and plants around the apple tree, sorted them by type and offered them for
sale in the baskets. We also potted up marigolds, ferns, ivy, columbine, hosta
and other plants. Because the soil in the triangles was so good (after all our work
over the years), we filled heavy "contractor" bags with soil, and sold it. The
Garden Sale was deluged with customers, and we did very well. Our profit was
$540.
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June 27, 2006: Avram Eisen and Julia Talbot presented a revised proposal and budget
to the JRC Board for re-purposing the wood from the trees, covering three tasks -
tree removal (which we assumed was covered in the current construction
budget), and transporting the trees to the site where they would be cured and
milled, and milling and curing ($1250).

August 1, 2006: The last day for removing foster plants from the JRC Garden to be
taken home to be nurtured for re-planted in the new JRC Garden. The foster
program was organized by Linda Kagan. The fostered plants were six large
Annabelle hydrangeas, ten potentilla, irises, daylilies, vinca, astilbe, about ten
Monarda didyma (Bee Balm) plants, Evening Primrose, five Canadian Explorer
shrub roses, and the smallest serviceberry tree. Carol Goldbaum fostered the
roses, Linda Kagan fostered the serviceberry tree and monarda, Becky Block
and Dianne Sperling fostered hydrangeas, Arlene Sagan fostered daylilies,
Dianne Sperling fostered vinca and astilbe, and Avram Eisen and Dianne
Sperling fostered potentillas.

October 19, 2006: The Board notified Avram Eisen and the JRC Gardeners that all of
the trees would be taken down and the wood removed. The trees included three
river birches, an apple tree, three crabapple trees, two of the three serviceberry
trees (Linda Kagan fostered one), and two of the five crimson maples (the one
closest to the JRC sign, and the smaller one close to the building).

October 24, 2006: The trees were removed.
Donations to the JRC Garden in 2006: $69.60
The twenty-first JRC bulb sale (2007) was organized and carried out by Julia Talbot.
October, 2007: Becky Block conducted a long correspondence with Jon Brooke, Judy

Mendel Julie Dorfman Carolyn Shapiro, and other gardeners and playground
committee members about the their concerns about the landscaping plan being
developed by the architects and the City of Evanston.

Donations to the JRC Garden in 2007: $252.00

2008-2009
February 25, 2008: Garden volunteers who signed up at the Tu b’Shevat seder were

Alan and Sally Gratch, Emily Harris and Jim Ridker, Susan Cherry, Jesse Bacon,
Riva Blechman, Neal Plotnick, Karen and Bob Libman, Brian Carson, Danny and
Nina Wallenberg, Sherry Lopata, Howard Cohen, Stan and Sara Cohn, Kirsten
D’Aurelio, Cheryl Kaplan, Judy Greene and Leora Siegel.

The twenty-second JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by Julia Talbot. Over
the three years from 2006 to 2008, the bulb sale profit was $3855.08.

April 6, 2008: Gardeners Linda Kagan, Julia Talbot and Becky Block submitted a report
to the JRC Board containing a cost estimate for landscaping the ”new” JRC
Garden, focusing on plants that were NOT being provided under the contract to
the landscape architect. The report included a detailed summary of the cost of
materials, including contact information and quotes from numerous vendors. The
Architect’s Plan, with added notes for each plant that had been fostered and
would therefore cost nothing, was in an Appendix.

June, 2008: Planting Day! JRC volunteers gathered to plant these new materials.
Donations to the JRC Garden in 2008: $1222.00
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The twenty-third JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by Julia Talbot.

2010-2011
The twenty-fourth JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by Julia Talbot.
The twenty-fifth JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by Julia Talbot.

2012-2013
The twenty-sixth JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by Neal Plotnik.
June 6, 2010: JRC Garden Day.
The twenty-seventh JRC bulb sale was organized and carried out by Neal Plotnik.
Donations to JRC Garden in

2013-2014
April 21, 2013: The JRC Garden Cleanup, 10:00 to noon, was coordinated with other

JRC activities celebrating Earth Day, and was widely publicized:
Did you know that the landscaping around JRC is based on a Green Landscaping
plan, and was part of the reason that our building won the coveted Platinum LEED
rating? Come see for yourself and participate in keeping our garden green by helping
with the Spring Garden Clean-up. Look for bits of trash left over the winter, rake a
little, and mulch a little. Then join Jon Brooke, one of the garden planners, to wander
through the garden and find out what is planted where and why.

We met “by the garden path at JRC’s entrance on Mulford to the West” and
asked people to “bring garden gloves if you have them.” However, we
brought lots of extra gloves and a variety of tools. Volunteers dug out
weeds and cultivated. Many people came for the garden walk and stayed
to help with weeding and cultivation. We passed out copies of the garden
plan and the plant inventory.

Neal Plotnik organized an information table, complete with a poster and
brochures, about the JRC Bulb Sale.

Jon Brooke, the JRC Garden’s landscape expert, led the garden walks. He
answered questions, and generally involved people in the ideas behind
the garden. These walks were very popular. People were waiting for one
to end so another could begin. While they waited, we sold bulbs to them or
asked them to weed a little.

April 21, 2013: Dan Joseph organized a clean-up of the CTA area “across the fence”
from JRC. It was also widely publicized:

Ever wonder what happens to the litter blown away from the JRC parking lot? Much of
it now resides along the fence line of the adjoining CTA property, caught in the
underbrush. On Sunday, April 21st, from 9:30 to 10:30 am, we have a mitzvah
opportunity – help clean up! If we do the cleaning up, the CTA official will open the
gates for up and provide rubbish bags.

Several CTA employees volunteered in addition to JRC members, and they
bagged and removed a tremendous amount of trash.

April 21, 2013: about 1:00, after the Garden Day was over, Julia Talbot, Jon Brooke and
Becky Block toured the garden and developed a priority list for what needed to
be done in 2013. Becky wrote up a summary and sent it to JRC Gardeners for
feedback and suggestions.
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May, 2013: Arlene Sagan and Becky Block cleared the area around the bushes JRC
had planted between the parking lot and Dodge, and planted daylilies Arlene had
fostered.

October 3, 2013: Larry Goldberg volunteered to “lead a work detail to detangle the JRC
gardens.” There was such a tremendous amount of work to be done that it took
several weeks of heavy work, through the end of October. Others who helped
were Barry Winkler, Michael Sehr, Darlene Grossman, Neal Plotnik, Becky and
Dick Block.

May, 2014: Larry Goldberg did a huge amount of weeding in May – garlic mustard,
invasive raspberry plants, etc.

May 11, 2014: There were huge bundles of pulled-up weeds in the garden, from the
weeding that Larry Goldberg did. Eva Eisenstein and Alex Brooke moved the
bundles in the garden off the soil and mostly on to the bike rack area. They did
not have the strength to move the last few bundles off the walkway on to the bike
rack area, as they were larger and heavier than anticipated. We discovered that
the cost of removal of large amounts of natural material from the JRC alley by the
city of Evanston is prohibitive. Nature’s Perspective removes the natural
materials as part of the job.

May 15, 2014: At a planning meeting with Larry Goldberg, Jon Brooke, Eva Eisenstein
and Becky Block, Larry Goldberg volunteered to be in charge of bulb planting this
autumn; and Eva Eisenstein volunteered to tour the garden occasionally and let
Jon know what needs to be done, so that he can ask Sharon to arrange the tasks
with Nature’s Perspective.

June 24, 2014: Eva Eisenstein reports that the huge weeding job by Nature’s
Perspective was successful. You can now see the soil and the bindweed was
mostly ripped out.

June 26, 2014: Eva Eisenstein reports that the parking lot strip looks much better.
July, 2014: Esther Kaplan joins Neal Plotnick to work on the JRC Bulb Sale. After this

year, she will take over the job.
July 24, 2014: Eva Eisenstein reports that the JRC Garden has a weed infiltration on the

West side, that the Monarda and Echinacea are still going strong, the parking lot
strip needs attention, and the garden needs a general weeding.
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Summary of Major Donations, Commemorative Plantings
and Other Donated Materials in the JRC Garden

“Seed money” from Charlene Gelber’s aunt Iris Jacobson, through Charlene, to “get the
garden going” at the very beginning.

Other major donations: the Sussman family, in honor of Judge and Mrs. Emanuel
Rissman; Carole Mark; Bonnie Schlamberg, in memory of Sydney and Toba
Glatt; Dick and Becky Block; Robin Drayer and Steve Siegel; Terri Drews and Ed
Getz; Carol and Howard Ellegant; Tessa Fisher & Richard Rosen; Darlene and
Ray Grossman; Brian Hoffman & Janet Goelz-Hoffman; Jacki and Shelli Kimel;
Maxine and Chuck Lange; Nancy and Ralph Segall; Ronna Stamm and Paul
Lehman; William and Helen Stein, in memory of his father, Herman Stein; Jane
and Barry Winkler;

Crimson Maple tree, Bonnie Forkosh in honor of Elyse's bat mitzvah.
Five Norway Maple trees planted in the parkway along Mulford, by the Waller family, the

JRC Choir, the Lowenthal family, the Gelber family, Ruth Sutow, and the
Northeast Evanston Chavurah.

Serviceberry tree, Susie Fine and her parents, Levin.
Serviceberry tree, in memory of Marvin Greenbaum's father.
Serviceberry tree, Iris Golden's father.
Serviceberry tree, Linda Kagan, in honor of Chloe Pott’s bat mitzvah. Note: this was the

only tree that was fostered and re-planted (or saved in any other way) Linda Kagan
fostered it.

Crabapple tree, in memory of Kate Kinser's father.
Crabapple tree, Barry and Janie Winkler.
Crabapple tree and Rose of Sharon trees by Natalie Fisher, in memory of her sister,

Judith Glass.
Ash tree, planted by JRC first graders in 1992.
River birch, in memory of Leota Hirsch.
Two River birch, in memory of Herman Stein (William Stein's father).
Rose bushes, in memory of Carol Goldbaum's mother, Natalie Seinsheimer. These

bushes were fostered by Carol Goldbaum, and re-planted to the left side of the front
door of the new building.

Circle of benches, Bob and Diane Turner, in honor of Shabbat.
Note: Contrary to common belief, the wood from the JRC Memorial Trees was NOT re-purposed

to be used on the door of the new building, or anywhere else. One tree, a small
serviceberry, was dug up, taken care of, and then re-planted in the new JRC garden (in
the bed along the alley.


