
 

 

 
 
Hello and Gut Yontif, 
 
I’m David Blechman. I grew up at JRC, and I have many wonderful memories of high holiday 
services in this sanctuary. Maybe I should add that my memories also involve leaving this space 
to roam the hallways with friends. It’s not easy to keep kids engaged, especially on such a 
somber holiday. 
   
This idea of keeping kids engaged is a struggle that many congregations face, especially as 
young people get older. By the time kids reach middle school, their lives start to get busy. 
Between sports, Hebrew school, theatre classes, bnei mitzvot training, and band, young people 
are running in 50 directions. Accordingly, the question that must be asked by congregations is 
“How do we engage these young people?” How do we to show them there is value and meaning 
in our Jewish traditions that is applicable to their lives? How do we model that there is 
importance to our ritual and community? 
 
For me, the answer to all these questions, and the reason I’m standing before you today, 
identifying as a young Jewish adult is because of my summers at Camp JRF, a 
Reconstructionist summer camp based on the principles of Jewish Spiritual Peoplehood. Camp 
JRF began in 2002, and I was THE first camper to sign up. That first summer, 39 of us engaged 
in building a Jewish values based-community, housed at camp Henry Horner. Camp JRF 
created the time and space for my friends and me to grow and explore, as we engaged in 
discussions of what it meant to be Jews in a modern world. 
 
When I got to college, Camp JRF provided a community to return to in a different capacity. As 
my friends and I became staff members, we became engaged in the process of creating and 
facilitating growth and exploration for the next generation of campers. It was there that I began 
understanding the importance of camp for the continuation of the Jewish people. This was what 
was meant by the words l’dor v’dor. When a community is able to sustain itself by passing it’s 
values and traditions onward. 
 
For the past three years, I have been living in China, where I was teaching Chinese high school 
students preparing to come to American universities. In my classroom, students engaged with 
ideas of tolerance, cultural interaction, and social justice, Ideas that don’t often prevail in many 
aspects of Chinese society. Even in China, I found value in the experiences I had gained from 
Camp JRF and was able to apply them on a global scale. 
 
This past summer, on my return to camp, I was amazed by how it has evolved. Located in a 
larger facility in the Pocono mountains since 2006, Camp JRF recently built an eco-village with 
yurts and bathhouse for the eldest group of campers. This past summer we dedicated a brand 
new pool. Despite all of these developments, the values of spiritual peoplehood remain strong. It 
is no surprise that when we return to our home communities, we are engaged, and able to bring 
a bit of the magic of camp with us. 
 


