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This time of year holds a special place in my Jewish Heart. 
The Torah readings are tied directly to the approaching 
major Holy Days. We read of the Exodus, of Moses climbing 
up and down Mt Sinai, not once or even twice, but multiple 
times. The Torah describes the discoveries of new 

relationships, new realities and a new understanding of life. All of this is tightly woven 
into the Passover narrative, the foundational or master story of our people.  
 
Imagine a life in abject slavery; an existence where life holds no meaning or value. A life 
that centers on the commands of task masters willing to denigrate and even kill their 
worthless Israelite slaves. Then, all Israel meets God. All Israel receives Aseret HaDibrot, 
the Ten Commandments. Life suddenly changes. A New People is formed in Covenant 
with God.  
 
In one dramatic instance, life, which had been meaningless under the yoke of slavery, 
becomes overflowing with meaning, value and joy. Passover teaches us to be happy. The 
Seder, as it brings friends and families together to celebrate life, teaches us the major 
lesson of Judaism: Life is to be enjoyed! Life is to be celebrated! We sing! We tell 
stories! We eat like no other time of year! Judaism teaches us that life is not in the 
heavens. It is here on earth. God gave us the Torah to use as a guide to enjoy life and fill 
it with meaning. 
 
Temple Israel has always represented that joyful approach to life. All year long, we 
celebrate life together. When tragedy occurs, we come together as one strong family to 
nurse each other back to health. We reinforce faith to bring healing in the face of fear, 
and when loss of a loved one occurs, we remind each other that life continues 
strengthened by the love of our friends and congregational family. 
 
We are a community of “lifelong learners”. We founded what is now the Charlotte 
Jewish Pre-School and the Consolidated Hebrew High School. We are proud of the 
continuing success of the Temple Israel Religious School. Every week 100 or more 
members of our congregational family study in our courses offered for adults. Through 
the lively and enjoyable discussions that are a part of all of our classes, we learn with and 
from each other. Shabbat, holiday and daily services create communities of friends. 
Temple Israel understands that one size does not fit all. That is why we offer many 
different spiritual opportunities. Our alternative services attract hundreds during the year.  
 
As Jews, we know that we are born pure without sin. As partners of God, we enjoy life 
and help others enjoy theirs. Every year is new and full of challenges and potential. The 
successes of our Congregation are a cooperative effort of our members, our volunteers, 
our Board, our staff and our Clergy. Help us ensure that our future will be as bright as our 
past. 
 


