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“Zeh hayom asah Adonai, nagilah v’nismecha bo.” 
 
 
“This is the day that God has made, let us celebrate 
and rejoice in it.” This verse comes from Psalm 118 

(Psalms 113-118 together form the liturgy known as Hallel). These psalms 
are expressions of thanksgiving and joy. They teach us that there is 
blessing in each and every moment. This verse helps us to recognize that 
each new day, not just the High Holy Days or days that are marked as 
special, is cause for celebration. On the holiday of Sukkot, unlike on 
Passover, we recite Hallel every day. This is because on each day of 
Sukkot, the priests would bring a different unique offering in the Holy 
Temple. Therefore, each day is considered a separate and unique holiday 
and the complete Hallel is recited. Passover, however, is considered one 
holiday since the same offering was brought every day, so Hallel is not 
recited on all eight days. 
 
Although the world around us is filled with uncertainty, we must never 
forget the words from Hallel – “Zeh hayom asah Adonai, nagilah 
v’nismecha bo”, “This is the day that God has made, let us celebrate and 
rejoice in it”. When we feel downtrodden and low, when we feel 
defeated and lost, we must remember these words. In Hallel, we express 
our joy at past miracles and our faith in future miracles – even when our 
present situation feels out of balance. 
 
In religious school, we teach students to be grateful for each day. We 
teach them to thank God for food, both before and after they eat. We 
teach our students to recite tefillot to praise and thank God for our lives. 
We encourage them to question, to look for answers and ways to solve 
problems, to remember that God also plays a part in our lives, and to 
remember we are not alone as we try to repair our broken world. There is 
much healing which needs to be done in our world. However, despite this 
brokenness, we must still acknowledge “Zeh hayom asah Adonai, nagilah 
v’nismecha bo”, “This is the day that God has made, let us celebrate and 
rejoice in it”, and not let this moment slip away from us. 


