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Membership at a synagogue is not like membership at a country club. It is not 
fees for services. We join a synagogue because we believe in supporting Jewish 
institutions. We join a synagogue because we care about the future of Judaism 
in our community.  
 
For over 120 years, the members of Temple Israel have given of their time and 
money to support the programming and day-to-day operations of the 
congregation. The Rambam once wrote that we should “Give graciously, 
cheerfully, and sympathetically.”  
 
Why should we commit to membership in a congregation? There are numerous 
compelling reasons, but here are my top three: 
 
1. The synagogue is the center of a Jewish community. It’s where we meet our 
friends, make new friends, and welcome newcomers to the community. We 
come together to pray, to learn, to do mitzvoth, to support each other in times of 
sorrow, and to celebrate together in times of joy. A synagogue should be like the 
bar in the TV show, Cheers; a place “where everyone knows your name.” 
 
2. Clergy guidance and support to help us live Jewishly, and strengthen our ties 
to the generations before and after us. Rabbis and cantors have years of 
education and experience in Jewish laws and traditions. Not everything can be 
found on Google and information seeking does not have to be impersonal. 
 
3. A synagogue is a beit midrash (house of learning). Where else can we get a 
Jewish education? Where else can we share our knowledge with others? The 
synagogue must be the center of lifelong learning. “Only if a scholar is like a bed 
of spices, the perfume reaching others, will his learning be preserved.” (Eleazar B. 
Pedat) 
 
Rabbi Ruth Adar blogged that “Paying dues is just the beginning. To get the most 
out of synagogue membership, a person has to invest time and heart.” I couldn’t 
agree more. For the upcoming membership year, I challenge all of you to think 
about why we are members and how we can increase our support of Temple 
Israel with both our finances and ourselves. 
 
For more information about Temple Israel membership, please contact Monty 
Bennett, membership director, at 980-960-2380 or mbennett@templeisraelnc.org. 


