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“A man had been wandering in the forest for several days unable to find a way out.  Finally he 
saw another man approaching.  He asked him, ‘Brother, will you please tell me the way out of 
the forest?’  Said the other, ‘I do not know the way out either, for I too have been wandering 
here for many days.  But this much I can tell you.  The way that I have gone is not the way.’ 
 
 So it is with us.  We know that the way we have been going is not the way.  Now let us 
join hands and look for the way together.” 
        -Rabbi Hayyim of Zans 
 
 On Tuesday evening, October 8, 2019, Jews worldwide will gather in greater numbers 
than any other time of the year.  Why?  Because on some conscious level they want to admit 
straying from the marked path of moral/ethical living.  They come to the synagogue-maybe only 
on this day of Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)-to find others with whom they can seek mutual 
support, join hands and look for the way together. . . on a journey that, first and foremost, begins 
with faith. 
 
 Rabbi David Wolpe, in his book Why Faith Matters, writes: “I hope to show that in 
questions, in reverence, in the words that Martin Buber spoke, “all real living is meeting,” lies 
the possibility of meeting the living God.  Not a God on a page, or a God of ancient miracles.  
Not the God of this or that faction, or the God who is invoked on coins and in campaigns.  Rather 
the living God who whispers inside us, the powerful force urging us to goodness and giving us a 
sense of peace.  This God cannot be proven or disproven.  This God, who can be intuited, can be 
felt, is the living God.  And this God can never be argued away.” 
 
 Yom Kippur is the occasion for soulful discovery and the beginning anew of meaningful 
journey.  God dwells between the discovery and the journey.  The power of Yom Kippur with its 
fast, communal confessionals and calls for contrition represent Judaism’s greatest potential for 
spiritual growth and change.  How many Jews have stood on the edge of a spiritual abyss, only to 
be drawn back this day by an unexplainable desire, faith, to be a better, kinder, more giving 
person. 
 
 Rabbi Wolpe concludes his book by writing, “Faith is both an achievement and a gift:  It 
is an achievement of seeking, questioning, yearning, reasoning, hoping, and it is a gift of God, 
who fashioned this world, whose goodness sustains it and whose teachings could save it if only 
we-believers and deniers both-would listen, would love.” 
 
 On Yom Kippur, Jews turn to one another with the greeting, “G’mar Hatimah Tova”-
May we all be sealed for a year of happiness, health, and peace.  So be it! 
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