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In the presidential primary debates of 2007, CNN entertained the following video 

question from an individual who appeared with a copy of the New Testament in one hand while 
stating: “How you answer this question will tell us everything we need to know about you.  Do 
you believe every word of this book?  Specifically, this book that I am holding in my hand, do 
you believe this book?” 
 
 The holiday of Hanukkah (whose celebration begins this Sunday evening, December 22, 
2019) is a universal celebration of religious freedom.  In 164 BCE, a small band of Jews (known 
as, Maccabees) refused to be coerced into accepting another faith.  Instead, they fought back 
against the forces of assimilation and religious intolerance.  Hanukah is a celebration of their 
victory against all odds.  More than that, it celebrates the religious rights of all people. 
 
 Since the creation of the modern State of Israel in 1948, the Middle East has been 
embroiled in a religious conflict brought home to our shores on 9/11.  Americans were frightened 
and appalled by a terrorist attack in the name of God.  We had difficulty understanding how in 
the 21st century, and still living in the shadows of the Holocaust, one can believe in a religious 
superiority over another; that is until our government refused federal funding for lifesaving stem 
cell research on the basis of a particular religious ethic, or until a woman’s reproductive rights 
became the religious centerpiece for countless legislation, judicial battles, and a litmus test for 
prospective political candidates.  It is less than 10 years ago the Texas state chairperson for the 
public-school science curriculum was fired over an e-mail she sent out announcing the talk of an 
anti-creationist educator.  This came at a time when the state’s Governor was pushing an agenda 
calling for the teaching of intellectual design (the religious right’s code word for the story of 
creation) in science classes as a reasonable option to evolution.  One presidential candidate, a 
former Baptist minister, made his religion the centerpiece for his campaign, while his opponent 
took to the airwaves proclaiming himself no less Christian.  Where are the Maccabees when we 
need them? 
 

When we celebrate Hanukkah in America, we also celebrate the establishment clause in 
the 1st Amendment of the U.S. Constitution: Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.  This clause not only protects 
freedom of religion but freedom from religion. 
 

Hanukkah in America is a celebration of Article VI of the U.S. Constitution proclaiming, 
“. . .no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust 
under the United States.”  No organization, group of voters, or political party has the right to 
require a test of faith in order to represent this country. 
 

Today, Hanukkah in America comes to remind us WE are the modern Maccabees, 
however we are no longer few in number nor are we without power or authority.  The U.S. 
Constitution is our authority, and a belief in a tolerant and accepting God is our strength. 
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