
Torah Portion: Vayakhel-Pekudai 
 

(Book of Exodus) 
 
 
 
“These are the records of the [portable desert sanctuary] which were drawn up at Moses’ 
bidding.” 
       -Exodus 38:21 
 
 
The Etz Hayim Humash offers the following explanation for the above verse: “Moses gives a 
detailed accounting of the expenditures for fashioning the tabernacle and its furnishings. Why 
did Moses feel obliged to give this detailed account? Some Israelites knew that they would have 
taken advantage of handling all that gold and silver for their own enrichment. They suspected 
Moses of being no better than they were!” 
 
In a sentence, Moses feared the ramifications of perceived, and real, governmental corruption.  
As the commentary in Tze’enah u’Re’enah teaches: “It is better to eat a poor person’s meal and 
be respected as honest than to eat the richest meal and be hated for swindling and cheating 
others.” 
 
Moses is confident in his honesty and integrity but realizes, as a leader, the importance of 
publicly demonstrating these attributes through acts of transparency. Therefore, he takes 
measures to record every gift received and expense incurred.   
 
In our day, we have become all too familiar with the words of the 19th century English Catholic 
historian, writer and politician John Dalberg-Acton who proclaimed, “Power corrupts, and 
absolute power corrupts absolutely.” The taste of power and authority, even in the most liberal 
democracy, is like a shot of heroin: difficult to resist and easily addictive. Even the most morally 
and ethically upright leaders are susceptible to the temptations of celebrity, notoriety, and power.  
In time, the opiate of authority makes it more difficult to admit wrongdoings, but much easier to 
cover them up. 
 
Moses understood from the early beginnings that effective and visionary leadership required 
honesty through transparency. Might this be the reason we continue to read the Torah over and 
over again each year? Who knows, maybe this year we’ll learn! 
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