
 
 
 

Torah Portion: Chol Hamoed 
(Book of Exodus) 

 
 
 This week Jews celebrate Sukkot.  The holiday remembers the ancient desert journey of 
the Israelite from Egypt to the Promised Land.  It also celebrates the ingathering, or Fall harvest.  
Sukkot is often referred to as the "Jewish" thanksgiving.  The central focus is the Sukkah, a 
fragile booth or hut built outside the synagogue or in the backyard of one's home.  For a full 
week, Jews are asked to leave the comfort of their home and, literally, dwell (eat, and even sleep) 
in the Sukkah. 
 
 The word Sukkah means "shelter."  Rabbi Nina Beth Cardin notes, "Most days of our 
lives we find a measure of security in our walls and our bricks and our boundaries.  ‘Good fences 
make good neighbors.’  And that security-as God learned in the desert-is essential to our well-
being.  And yet, there are times when our ordinary world meets extraordinary challenges, when 
our boundaries are penetrated and our fences fail.  What then?  What will comfort us in the 
presence of dangers that walls cannot repel:  the dread of illness and loss, the pain of shame and 
uncertainty, the shadow of hopelessness or despair, the fear of failure, the struggles of aging?  
Sukkot reminds us that the ultimate security is found not within walls of our home but in the 
presence of God and one another." 
 
 Sometimes too much security is the result of too much insecurity.  Fearing our perceived 
inability to cope with dangers-both physical and metaphysical-we construct walls, install alarms, 
and create barriers to protect us from the storms of life.  We believe by cutting ourselves off 
from the threat of others we stand a better chance to survive; to live.  But, what kind of life is 
this?  Insecurity is not overcome by bricks and mortar, rather, as Rabbi Cardin profoundly 
observed, by opening ourselves up to the "presence of God and one another."   
 
 Sukkot compels the Jew to leave the sanctuary of his/her home, go outside, build a 
makeshift hut, and enjoy a meal in the sanctuary and security of God. 
 
 
 
Rabbi Howard Siegel 
 


