
 
Torah Portion: Shelach Lecha 

 
(Book of Numbers) 

 
 
 
A family of five (mother, father, and three teenage children) is in the market for a new home. 
The mother is tasked with producing a "short list" of homes to look at. There happens to be one 
in particular she is certain will meet the needs of the entire family. Understanding the importance 
of "buy in" from the other family members, she arranges an outing to explore this home while 
remaining certain everyone will agree with her that this is the "house of our dreams." After an 
extensive tour, the three teenagers politely compliment the neighborhood but want nothing to do 
with this house. The father is respectfully silent. The mother is stunned. After briefly 
conferencing with her husband, much to the chagrin of their kids the two parents decide they will 
be purchasing the house. Not the happiest day in the life of this particular family! 
  
Compare the above with a decision of even greater import-taking possession of a Promised Land 
for an entire people! Moses sends out twelve leaders from among the Israelites to scout out this 
new land, knowing in fact this is the place they will live but giving the people the opportunity to 
feel a part of the decision. Ten of the leaders return with a negative report. Only two-Caleb and 
Joshua-praise the Promised Land of Canaan. Moses decision? Disregard the ten and go with the 
two. Not the happiest day in the life of this particular people! 
  
Both scenarios would appear to raise doubt about the quality of their leadership. However, both 
narratives also underscore a parent/child relationship where the parent in both instances 
overruled the child.  
  
This is not a question of effective leadership, but of good parenting. A good parent is not a 
behavioral dictator, nor does one abrogate his/her authority. An adolescent needs a parent to be a 
parent. This means making tough decisions that may in the short term be unpopular but in the 
long term afford life-changing opportunities. Moses, a child who grew up with freedom and 
privilege, understood the challenges of freeing the Israelites of their slave mentality. He knew 
regardless of the ten-to-two vote, returning to Egypt was not a choice, and, as any good parent, 
he made a tough decision. 
  
The times may be different, but not the challenge. Just as in former days, the good parent is not 
the one who can always be expected to say "yes", but the one who is not afraid to say "no."  
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