
 
“All who are hungry, let them enter and eat. 

All who are in need, let them come celebrate Passover.” 
       -Traditional Passover Haggadah 
 

“In each generation, every individual should feel as though he or she had actually been 
redeemed from Egypt.” 

       -Traditional Passover Haggadah 
 

“If all that is remembered from the Passover Seder is the food, you have not fulfilled the 
requirements of Passover.” 

       -Rabbi Howard Siegel 
 
Until COVID-19, most of us never new, nor experienced, the severity of slavery or oppression.  
We may have been compelled to fast for a day, but never a week, month, or longer. A single 
week each year one sets aside many of the creature comforts of daily living and tries to imagine 
what life must be like for someone escaping the tyranny of cruel dictatorship with nothing more 
than the clothes on their back, looking for a better day, a better place, a better life. And what 
does the Jews say to these masses? “All who are hungry, let them enter and eat!”  This is the 
message and meaning of the Passover Seder. 
 
Abraham Joshua Heschel understood the significance of Passover to influencing, and re-
calibrating, the moral/ethical compass of the Jew. Heschel writes, “The most magnificent 
edifices, most beautiful temples and monuments of worldly glory, are repulsive to the [person] of 
piety when they are built by the sweat and tears of suffering slaves, or erected through injustice 
and fraud. Hypocrisy and pretense of devoutness are more distasteful to [God] than open 
iniquity.” 
 
What COVID-19 has, for some, conveniently overshadowed the social issues tearing at the fabric 
of America.  Among these issues, none hits closer to home for the Jew than immigration. 
Passover is a reminder that each of us is the child of an immigrant who was once in search of a 
better life for themselves and future families.  No less than 50 times in the Torah one is enjoined 
to remember and care for the Ger/stranger.  To mention a few: 
 
“You shall not wrong a stranger or oppress him, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt” 
(Ex.22:20) 
 
“You shall not oppress a stranger, for you know the soul of the stranger, for you were strangers 
in the land of Egypt” (Ex.23:9) 
 
“The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of your citizens; you shall love him as 
yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Lev.19:34) 
 
“You too must befriend the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Deut.10:19) 
 
“You shall not hate an Egyptian, for you were stranger in his land” (Deut.23:8) 



 
Consider pausing during the Passover Seder to recall the immigrants of old and reflect on the 
plight of immigrants today.  “Always remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt” 
(Deut. 24:22). 

 
Rabbi Howard Siegel* 
 

*Let me extend to you a Hag Sa’meach/happy and fulfilling celebration of Passover.  May the 
social challenges of our time not be forgotten amidst the trials and tribulation of the moment.   

 


