
  ENGAGEMENT 
  By Monty Bennett, Membership Director 

  Coming to the temple during the week, you have probably 
  been greeted by Terri Cathcart saying, “Come into the 
  house!”  Not only is her greeting a showing of the  
  Southern hospitality that is found at Temple Israel, it 
  is a genuine welcome into the bayit—the house. A 

synagogue serves as a: 

• beit knesset, a house of assembly.  Each week we gather for meetings, social 
programming, and to celebrate major Jewish lifecycle events.  On any given day, 
you’ll find the shul bustling with activity as our members make Temple Israel the 
center of their community.  Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks writes, “Community is the 
human expression of Divine love. It is where I am valued simply for who I am, 
how I live, and what I give to others. It is the place where they know my name.”   
 

• beit midrash, a house of study.  “Torah is not education, it’s transformation,” 
says Rebbitzen Dena Weinberg.  Our clergy and members teach Torah and 
contemporary Jewish material for people of all ages.  The Lifelong Learning 
committee has planned classes around your requests.  The Temple Israel 
Religious School is growing with our new generation of Jewish scholars.  Each 
week we offer two Torah study classes led by our rabbis.  Come be transformed 
by the power of the Torah at our classes and TIRS. 

 

• beit ha-t’fillah, a house of prayer. Our members have the opportunity to talk to 
God during our dynamic Shabbat services, the only egalitarian minyan in the area, 
Torah Tots, Junior Congregation, and our Alternative Shabbat Services. “To offer 
a heart in prayer is to open oneself,” says Rabbi David Wolpe, “peeling off the 
rugged armor with which we shield our souls in a hostile world. It means 
abandoning our need for certainty in interaction: and allowing ourselves to be 
swept up in a dialogue as ancient as it is powerful.”  Converse with God at one of 
our services or stop in during the day and use our beautiful chapel or sanctuary to 
pray.  Make an appointment to use the mikvah.  It’s an opportunity to purify and 
pray. 
 

Family is what transforms a house (a building) into a home (a family). During the High 
Holy Days, we had many guests who remarked how welcome they felt.  Several have 
already joined the congregation.  This is what makes us different.  At Temple Israel, it’s 
hard to not be involved.  With our innovative programming, a warm, diverse, and 
welcoming congregation, we are the face of a modern Conservative synagogue.  Come 
into the house and make us your home.		




