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TEMPLE ISRAEL ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, May 20, 2022, 10 A.M.

Leon & Sandra Levine Social Hall, Temple Israel, Charlotte, NC

AGENDA

1. Call to Order ................................................................................................Teresa Brenner

2. D’var Torah ...........................................................................................Rabbi Michael Wolk

3. Reading of the minutes from the 2021 Annual Meeting ......................Stephanie Meadow

4. Treasurer’s Report .........................................................................................Tommy Mann

5. Professional's Report ..........................................................................................Karen Turk

6. President's Report .......................................................................................Teresa Brenner

7. Reports of Committee Chairs & Presidents of Affiliate Organizations ........Teresa Brenner

8. Old Business ................................................................................................Teresa Brenner

9. New Business ...............................................................................................Teresa Brenner

10. Nominations & Election of Officers & Members to the Board of Trustees ..Teresa Brenner

11. Adjournment ................................................................................................Teresa Brenner
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Dear Temple Israel Family,

On behalf of your Temple Israel officers and Board of Trustees, and along with our 
professional staff and Clergy, it is my pleasure to present Temple Israel’s Annual 
Report for 2021-2022/5781-5782. 

This year has been filled with many shared experiences during a continuing 
pandemic.  We have celebrated during times of joy, and we have cared for one 
another in times of need. We have been together in person and also online. We 
have recently been able to resume our Torah procession during Shabbat morning 
services and to visit with one another as we share Shabbat Kiddush. What  
happiness that brings us!

Senior Rabbi Michael Wolk and Cantor Shira Lissek once again provided us with innovative Shabbat and 
holiday services, meaningful simchas, and daily minyan and weekly study sessions, all filled with spirituality 
and warmth. They engaged in community events and provided comforting pastoral care. Rabbi Wolk gave us 
several “tastes of Melton,” an adult educational teaching program, and Cantor Lissek filled our Shabbats and 
her Winter Concert with song and light. They are the center of our sacred community.

Director of Congregational Education Rabbi Helene Kornsgold and Youth Director Alan Jonathan, along  
with our dedicated TIRS educators, resumed in-person Temple Israel Religious School, Class Shabbats, Junior 
Congregation, and Youth events. Rabbi Kornsgold is also teaching a wonderful weekly adult education  
class and leading Torah Tots Shabbat.

Our professional staff, under the leadership of Executive Director Karen Turk, operationally made all of these 
experiences happen each and every day. They make it look effortless, but these experiences we enjoy take a 
tremendous amount of planning and work.

You, our congregants, were engaged and kind. We participated in services, celebrated simchas, and studied 
together. We welcomed new members and grieved those who we lost. We prayed during the High Holidays. 
We ate in our Sukkah. We kindled the lights of candles and the Chanukah Menorah. We celebrated Purim with 
our multi-generational Purim Spiel. We gave back to our community on the best-ever Yom Gemilut Hasadim. 
We ate and sang for our second night community Seder.  

All of us – clergy, professional staff, lay leaders, teachers, dedicated volunteers, Greeters and Gabbai, Torah 
and Haftorah readers, daily minyan makers, and congregants of all ages---belong at Temple Israel.  It is the 
place where we find meaning and purpose in our lives and where each of us, wherever we are in our individual 
journey in Conservative Judaism, finds our home.

Inside the pages of this Annual Report, you will find highlights of this year we have experienced together.  
I would like to thank the members of the Board of Trustees. We have all benefited from their guidance and 
dedication. And, now we look forward to our future. We are poised for greatness and growth. Please give 
generously from you heart to sustain our Temple Israel family. See you in shul!

With appreciation and gratitude,

Teresa M. Brenner 
President
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CLERGY OFFICE REPORT
One theme that I have returned to over and over again this year has been the 
importance of not taking anything for granted. When I prepared these remarks 
last year we had just reopened the Temple Israel building to congregants, but we 
required you to register in advance before coming and we were all covering our 
faces with masks. I am grateful that while we certainly had disagreements about 
how to act during the pandemic, the clergy, staff, lay leaders, and congregants of 
Temple Israel were able to preserve a sense of Shalom Bayit (peace in the home) 
during this difficult time. 

Since beginning a return to “normal” life, each time we brought back one custom 
or another has felt like a Shehechianu moment. Some of these are small and some 

are larger, but at each of these times I was grateful for the feeling of Kehillah Kedosha (holy community) that 
we brought back after Covid.

1. The Torah procession – Each Shabbat we walk the Torah around the room twice and congregants gather 
in the aisles to kiss the Torah as it passes and shake each other’s hands. It’s a small moment of personal con-
nection between congregants, clergy, and the Torah scroll whose importance I did not realize until we started 
doing it again. I was excited to see people’s smiles and moved to see the tears.  

2. Kiddush – An important part of Jewish practice is breaking bread together.  While we may have been able 
to pray together over Zoom, nothing could substitute the experience of enjoying Shabbos lunch together. I 
am so proud that once again our children’s table is filled each Shabbat with excited kids, and that congregants 
will stay for an extended period at the end of services to catch up with each other.  

3. The Passover Seder – On Passover we celebrate the journey from slavery to freedom and this year we 
were again able to mark the second night of Passover with close to 100 people in our social hall.  One partici-
pant shared that the Seder this year was the perfect balance between serious content that adults could dis-
cuss, and fun for younger children.  

4. Cantor’s Concert – Last December Cantor Lissek performed in her now annual concert and we honored 
Barney & Harriett Weinstock with the Shofar Award for their service to Temple Israel. Cantor Lissek wowed us 
all with her performance of Broadway favorites and the live applause was a reminder that we can again enjoy 
culture together.

5. TIRS – Kol HaKavod to Rabbi Korsgold, Melissa Lefko, and all teachers at the Temple Israel Religious 
School for bringing our children back into the building this year. I had the privilege of participating in the 
weekly Shira Tefilla and the teaching the fifth graders in Kitah Hey each Sunday. Our teachers created an en-
gaging learning environment where students felt comfortable learning together and building friendships with 
each other. 

These are just a few snapshots of life at Temple Israel as we have worked together to bring the temple back to 
life. It is an ongoing process and I would like to thank our outgoing president Teresa Brenner for her steadfast 
support during the trials and successes of the last two years. Dealing with a pandemic and a closed temple 
was not how she envisioned her presidency, but throughout it all she has displayed strength, compassion for 
people whose lives were affected in any way, adaptability, and optimism.  

As Teresa completes her presidency, I look forward to working with Amy Udoff who will serve as president for 
the next two years.  While we do not know the course of the pandemic, we are planning to continue moving 
forward.  I am excited about the chance to lead my first trip to Israel with Temple Israel this fall and proud that 
Temple Israel will be one of a group of local Jewish organizations to bring the Melton School of Adult Jewish 
Education back to Charlotte. 

Finally, I want to thank the Temple Israel board that has entrusted me to continue as Temple Israel’s senior 
rabbi. My family and I are grateful to be part of this community.

Rabbi Michael Wolk
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REPORT OF THE PROFESSIONALS
A year ago, I joined Temple Israel as Interim Executive Director. I am no longer 
interim and love working at Temple Israel. You might consider Covid as an interim 
visitor who thankfully left and hopefully stays away! Thank you to all of our con-
gregants who followed the Covid protocol and stay connected! Now we celebrate 
and value the Temple Israel community as we connect, support, and thrive in the 
joys of Judaism together. 

The professionals at Temple Israel are a small, but dedicated group. We are here 
to keep the facilities running and in good order, promote and advertise the many 
offerings at Temple Israel, manage the streaming and zoom options offered, to 
support the clergy, and who are here to help our congregation. We welcomed 

Kevin Cromie as Finance Director and Kelly Wilson as Engagement Director. 

We have emerged from Covid with enthusiasm and appreciation for the many facets of Temple Israel. We’ve 
returned to in-person services and davening together, meetings and programs being held at the synagogue, 
and our children and adults happy to be back to in-person classes. And, the Cantor and Laurie Akers brought 
the house to a standstill with their fabulous Winter Concert.

What would our community be without food? We ate in the Sukkah; 78 congregants celebrated the second 
Seder together; the Purim Spiel was accompanied by dinner; the Social Club hosted its paid-up membership 
luncheon; Men’s Club hosted a blow-out Kiddush; WoTI served a delicious Oneg; and we graduated from 
Shabbat Treats to Kiddush in the Leon & Sandra Levine Social Hall.

My hope for 5783 is that you continue to be or become involved with an auxiliary group, your child’s TIRS 
class, serving as a greeter on Shabbat, ushering on the High Holidays, and more. Your investment in our con-
gregational community will enable Temple Israel to go from strength to strength. Together we make Temple 
Israel a vibrant community.

Karen Turk
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Total Commitments 
(Donor & Standard) 

$1,257.8
69%

Endowment & 
Spendable Income 

$226.1
13%

Fundraising  
$99.2

5%

TIRS Tuition 
$81.3

5%

High Holy Days 
$33.9

2%

Programming 
$61.3

3% Clergy $ 24.4
1%

Kitchen 
$11.6

1%
Other Income $24.1

1%

TEMPLE ISRAEL REVENUE (000s)
FY 2021-2022 ACTUAL + FORECAST (03/31/2022)

TOTAL REVENUE:  $1,822,058

Personnel 
(includes 

Clergy)  $925.7
46%

Facilities  
$266.6

13%

TIRS Program 
$348.6

17%

General  
$232.4

11%

Program 
Other 
$122.2

6%

Other 
$13.5

1%

High Holiday Days 
$31.6

2%

Marketing $73.3
4%

TEMPLE ISRAEL EXPENSE (000s)
FY 2021-22 ACTUAL + FORECAST (03/31/2022)

TOTAL EXPENSE:  $2,013,913)

Total Commitments 
(Donor & Standard) 

$1,500.9
69%

Endowment & 
Spendable Income 

$228.7
10%

Fundraising and 
General $222.4

10%

TIRS  Tuition $107.2
5%

High Holy Days $66.1
3%

Programming 
$14.8

1%

Kitchen $22.5
1%

Other Income $29.2
1%

TEMPLE ISRAEL REVENUE
FY 2022-2023 BUDGET

TOTAL REVENUE:  $2,191,836

Personnel (includes 
Clergy)  $1,002.1

46%

Facilities  
$282.8

13%

General 
$222.9

10%

TIRS Program $385.4
18%

Program  $169.1
8%

Other $4.5
0%

High Holy Days $54
2% Marketing/Other $71

3%

TEMPLE ISRAEL EXPENSE
FY 2021-2022 BUDGET

TOTAL EXPENSE:  $2,191,836
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TEMPLE ISRAEL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL REPORT 
We had an amazing year at TIRS! It was wonderful to be back together, learning with each other, face to face, 
in the classroom. This year we had the opportunity to welcome 25 new families and 53 new students into our 
warm and heimish community, for a total of 130 students in our religious school. 

The year was filled with many exciting and engaging learning opportunities, two of which are highlighted below: 

MINI-PURIM CARNIVAL - As part of the school Purim celebration, the school held a mini-Purim carnival and 
our amazing students in Kitah Zayin (7th) helped facilitate the activities for the younger students.

PASSOVER EXTRAVAGANZA - This year the school had a day where the students immersed themselves in 
all things related to Passover.  Students moved from station to station learning about different parts of the 
holiday and engaged in hands-on experiences. Students learned about and created different types of Char-
oset from around the world, made matzah at The Matzah Factory, learned about Bedikat Chametz (the search 
for chametz the night before Passover) and took part in a riveting race through the Red Sea as they sang Mi 
Chamocha. It was an amazing, fun-filled and educational day! 

Rabbi Kornsgold and Cantor Lissek continue to lead the schools’ weekly Shira/Tefillah service.  Students’ 
knowledge of the tefillot and their ability to lead Shabbat services continues to improve, as we have seen 
when they beautifully and confidently lead the congregation at their Class Shabbatot.

In addition to these wonderful programs, it is always special when our families join us for programs.  This year 
we had record numbers of parents attend family education programs and Class Shabbatot, as well Shira/Tefill-
ah on Sunday mornings. 

Rabbi Helene Kornsgold
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TEMPLE ISRAEL YOUTH GROUPS 
Thank you for another successful year! 

The mission of Temple Israel’s Youth Department is to empower our 3rd-12th grade students to interlink their 
home, school, community, and congregation to bridge connections to the greater Jewish community.

We had a lot of firsts this year. Our first year of in-person programs for all youth groups, the grand opening of 
our Youth Lounge, starting up our Teen Rock Band with Cantor Lissek, our first USY/Kadima convention since 
before the pandemic, and our first 4-year USYers graduating to go off to college. 

Our five-person Ir Ha-Malka USY Executive Board, led by President Eliana Harr, continued their work planning, 
keeping in contact with other chapter and regional boards, and laying the framework for our future USYers 
and our Kadimaniks.

The College Outreach Program sent care packages to 15 of our college students enrolled in the program. 
Each received a care package for Rosh Hashanah, Chanukah, Purim, and an end-of-the-year pre-final boost. 

As we close out this year, we hope everyone has a fun, safe, and exciting summer!

L’Shalom, 
Alan Johnathan
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HEBREW HIGH  
•  Temple Israel students at Hebrew High consisted  

of 25 students in grades 8th-12th 
•  Temple Israel members made up four teachers  

on staff at Hebrew High 
•  Temple Israel had four students taking Hebrew  

for High School Credit 

We were thrilled to be able to go back into in-person 
learning after being online during the 2020-2021 
school years. In planning for this past year, we cre-
ated goals to add more social time for our students, 
be more accessible for all families, create community, 
deepen relationships with clergy, and continue to 
create positive Jewish moments. As the year is wind-
ing down, we have succeeded in accomplishing these 
goals. 

Hebrew High continued to meet on Wednesday 
nights at 7 p.m. beginning with free dinner. Our 
students had thirty minutes to eat and socialize with 
their friends. At the end of dinner, we all sang the 
Birkat HaMazon (the blessing you say after a meal) 
and there was an opportunity for teens who are in 
NFTY, USY, BBYO and or other youth groups to make 
announcements of upcoming programs. 

Classes took place from 7:30 -8:30 p.m. This allowed 
teens to come home earlier in the evening to fin-
ish up homework or spend time with family. When 
registration began, students had the opportunity to 
view all class offerings for the year. Families had the 
ability to sign up for one, two, or all three trimester(s). 
We hoped that this change allowed teens who have 
seasonal commitments to join us for part of the year. 
We were so grateful to have Rabbi Michael Wolk and 
Rabbi Helene Kornsgold teach a class during one of 
the trimesters. 

Wednesday nights don’t always work for our families 
so we added a gender-specific program for 8th and 
9th graders monthly on Sunday nights. We used the 
Moving Traditions’ curriculum and facilitated their 
Rosh Chodesh (girls) and Shevet (boys) program. 
Rosh Chodesh uses Jewish teachings and practices to 
give girls a place to feel safe, articulate their deepest 
concerns, consider the impact of gender on their dai-
ly lives, have fun, and be “real” with their peers. 

Through discussion, arts & crafts, creative ritual, games 
and drama, the girls and their leaders draw on Jewish 
values to explore issues the girls care about most, such 
as body image, friendship, relationships, family, com-
petition, and stress. In Shevet, the boys have a various 
competitive and collaborative games, talking about 
pop culture, studying great Jewish texts, eating, and 
sharing stories. But they will also have an opportunity 
to discuss, in a confidential setting, critical issues in 
their lives as teens and young men.

Highlighting Classes and Special Events:
A few classes to highlight: 

Fight Like a Rabbi, taught by Rabbi Michael Wolk: 
In a time of intense polarization and disagreement 
between different groups of Americans, it’s easy to 
wonder if things were always this way.   In this text-
study class, we will learn about how the rabbis of old 
disagreed with each other on important issues, how 
they acted towards people with whom they argued, 
and how they did or did not resolve their arguments 
and make peace with each other. 

Antisemitism, Racism, Genderism, Oh My! taught 
by Donna Tarney: Have you ever wondered why 
people discriminate against other people? Have you 
experienced discrimination in your life or the lives of 
your friends and family? Do you want to know what 
you can do to challenge this type of behavior? If you 
answered “yes” to any of these questions, join us! 
This class explores the history of antisemitism, rac-
ism, and genderism in the U.S. and provides tools 
to challenge these “isms” when they appear in your 
spaces. We will also challenge ourselves as we uncov-
er personal biases and prejudices. Includes time to 
practice conversation techniques aimed at creating 
real dialogue about difficult topics.

Theology 101: I Don’t Believe in THAT God taught 
by Rabbi Beth Nichols: Beyond the shared belief 
that there is only one God, Jewish ideas about God 
are incredibly diverse. One person might picture 
a God with emotions and opinions who is active-
ly engaged in our daily lives, while another might 
imagine a God that propels the forces of the universe 
but does not interact with humanity. Both ideas are 
compatible with (and even a part of) Jewish tradition. 
In this class we will consider the major questions we 
have about God’s existence, explore traditional Jew-
ish answers and wrestle with our own opinions. All 
beliefs are welcome and skepticism is expected!  

Halakhic (Jewish Law) Arguments and Traditions 
taught by Alan Johnathan: Have you ever wondered 
why some Jews celebrate two days of Rosh Hashana 
while others celebrate one day? Why does keeping 
kosher mean something different to different fami-
lies? Why we wrap tefillin so many different ways or 
don’t wrap it at all?  Why do Sephardic Jews eat rice 
during Passover? Why don’t synagogues in the same 
city end Shabbat at the same time? Using a mix of 
rabbinic rulings, videos, and Jewish texts, we will 
explore what makes us all unique in our Judaism.

Nourishing Your Soul taught by Rabbi Helene 
Kornsgold: This class will explore the relevance of 
Judaism in your life and how being Jewish informs 
your understanding of yourself, your family, your com-
munity, the choices you make and what is holy. It will 
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place an emphasis on students’ experience of their 
Judaism, rather than an obligation or expectation of 
others (Why is being Jewish important to me? What 
connects me as a Jew?). The class will help empower 
students to understand that their future Jewish choic-
es will be theirs to make. And finally, it will explore 
what it means to be part of a People (Why do we sup-
port and celebrate each other? Why are my Jewish 
milestones significant to the larger Jewish world?).

Pass the Mussar- I Need A Break! Taught by Betsy 
Olinger: Mussar is a Jewish spiritual tradition that 
offers insight and guidance for living. Students will 
practice tools that will give them greater control over 
their own responses while interacting with others, and 
embolden their confidence when expressing personal 
values, ethics and aspirations aligned with Jewish tra-
dition. Our class will help teens gain balance through 
the knowledge of middot (soul traits), engagement 
in Mussar practices, development of skills to become 
more resilient in the face of stressors, and encourage-
ment to act intentionally and ethically. Based on The 
Mussar Institute’s (TMI) Challenges and Choices cur-
riculum, this class will balance introspective thought 
with active practice.

During the 2021-2022 school year we had five special 
events. We celebrated Chanukah and Purim together 
as one community. The teens attended the Jewish 
Federation Book Festival to hear Liza Wiemer talk 
about her book titled, “The Assignment.” Our final 
two programs of the year were to commemorate Yom 
HaShoah and celebrate Yom Ha’azmaut. 

Megan Harkavy
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TORAH ON TAP   
It’s been a wonderful year coming back with all 
in-person events for Torah on Tap, Temple Israel’s 
auxiliary group focused especially on building com-
munity for Jewish young professionals in their 20’s 
and 30’s in Charlotte! We kicked off the year with a 
Summer BBQ in the TI parking lot and held many 
other great events, including:

•  Newcomer’s Social – Old friends and new, back in 
person with over 40 attendees!

•  Havdalah and The Righteous Seven in the Sukkah – 
Havdalah in the Sukkah featuring a tasting of Righ-
teous Seven Liqueur, made from a blend of flavors 
representing the seven species of Sukkot.

•  Terror in the Text – A spooky conversion with Rabbi 
Wolk about monsters and ghosts in the Torah.

•  Friendsgiving with Moishe House – We gathered 
around the table with Moishe House for a potluck  
in celebration of Thanksgiving with friends. 

•  Yom Gemilut Hasadim at Roof Above – A mix of  
Torah on Tap board members and volunteers 
cooked and served 180 plates of food at  
Charlotte’s men’s shelter.

On several occasions, we also brought back the 
always-popular Happy Hour, each one a gathering 
of 30-35 young professionals at one of our favorite 
breweries, enjoying drinks and getting to know  
each other. 

Torah on Tap of Temple Israel is committed to creat-
ing a welcoming environment in which young adults 
can explore their ever-growing Jewish identities and 
engage in vibrant Jewish life.

Amy Fine, President
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LIFELONG LEARNING 
The keyword this year has been flexibility. As excited 
as we were to return to in-person classes, we also 
learned that many congregants wanted to learn Jew-
ish topics virtually.  It has been a challenge to meet 
everyone’s needs, but we have endeavored to offer a 
mixture of live, virtual, and hybrid classes. 

Taking advantage of Zoom, Temple Israel congre-
gants learned from some wonderful scholars locat-
ed across the world. Soferet Julie Seltzer from New 
York taught us about the art of writing a Torah scroll 
and her experience of being one of the first female 
scribes. Journalist Uriel Heilman from Israel taught us 
about the issues facing contemporary Israeli society. 

A devoted and growing group of Temple Israel con-
gregants meets each Thursday with Rabbi Wolk to 
study the weekly Torah portion in the Temple Israel 
conference room and by Zoom. 

Most moving is the number of people who have ex-
pressed interest in converting to Judaism, so this year 
Temple Israel has hosted and Introduction to Judaism 
class in partnership with the Miller Intro Program of 
the American Jewish University. This 18-session class 
introduces students to Jewish history, texts, books, 
and traditions.  The class sold out and includes both 
those interested in joining the Jewish people and 
congregants who want to learn more.  Rabbi Korn-
sold serves as the main teacher for this class with 
Rabbi Wolk teaching several of the sessions.

In response to a fallen Torah at Shabbat services, over 
50 congregants gathered together in person and by 
Zoom to learn about Torah scrolls and how we treat 
them as part of our Yom Tikkun.

Rabbi Wolk introduced the congregation to the 
Melton School for Adult Jewish studies this past year 
with sample classes about Purim and Passover. Next 
year Temple Israel will be working together with 
Temple Beth El and the Federation to bring a Melton 
school to Charlotte. 

Our clergy are always looking for requests for specific 
classes and are available to study with congregants. 
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TEMPLE ISRAEL SOCIAL CLUB 
Temple Israel Social Club has 114 paid-up members. 
The club welcomes all Jewish adults 60 and over from 
Charlotte and surrounding areas. The Social Club 
holds a variety of activities for its members during 
most months of the year. An opportunity to make 
new friends is one feature of the club. New members 
of the temple are invited to attend events. Members 
receive monthly flyers, and articles appear regularly in 
Temple Israel’s Kol Yisrael bi-monthly bulletin, weekly 
e-blasts, and Shabbat announcements.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2021- 2022
Programming was limited during the final quarter of 
2021 due to COVID concerns. As rules surrounding 
COVID changed however, we leaned towards offering 
hybrid events which can be attended either in person 
or by ZOOM. On September 23, for example, we had 
a ZOOM Sukkah event, with Rabbi Wolk sending us 
greetings from the Sukkah at the Temple, and  
Kathleen Purvis giving us a food presentation.
On November 30 we celebrated Hanukkah at the 
Temple, the first in-person event we had in two years! 
Traditional Hanukkah foods were prepared by Izzy’s 
Catering, and Cantor Lissek lead us in Hanukkah 
songs. Also, at this event, Ali and Gene Kavadlo 
officially assumed the duties of Co-Presidents of the 
Temple Israel Social Club.
The Board of the Social Club has been scheduling 
monthly meetings via ZOOM, and it seems to have 
been successful. The Social Club is very grateful to 
Ariel DiDonato and Melissa Lefko, our “ZOOM mas-
ters,” for making every meeting and program  
a smooth event.
•  On January 23, historian Tom Hanchett spoke

to us about the history of the NoDa area of
Charlotte. This was a very informative and
interesting presentation.

•  On February 10, Ya’aqov Walker, Black Mesharet
(lay leader) of the Hebrew Family of Charlotte,
Charlotte’s only Black Jewish congregation, gave
us a fascinating talk entitled “An African American
Journey to the Torah”.Ya’aqov is a lay Hazzan trained
by the Karaite Jews of America, and a North Ameri-
can semifinalist in Israel’s International Bible compe-
tition. We had very positive feedback for this event,
which was well attended, both in-person
and virtually.

•  On March 9, Tom Hanchett returned to do a pro-
gram about the Rosenwald Schools. We learned
about Julius Rosenwald, a Jewish philanthropist who
built over 5,000 schools in the South for Black chil-
dren, some of which are still standing in Charlotte
today. This program was also very well received by
those who attended both virtually and in-person.

•  On March 15, a group of us had a docent-guided 
tour of the Rosenwald exhibit at the Charlotte Mu-
seum of History.

•  On March 17, Ali Kavadlo, Gene Kavadlo, and Ruth 
Goldberg had a very productive meeting with Karen 
Turk, Rabbi Wolk and Rabbi Kornsgold, discussing 
ways in which they can assist our club with program-
ming and other issues.

•  The Social Club saw the movie “Street Gang: How 
We Got to Sesame Street,” on March 28, a won-
derful documentary about the behind-the-scenes 
history of this ground-breaking children’s show.

•  On April 3rd, as a follow-up to the movie “Street 
Gang: How We Got to Sesame Street,” we were to 
have a program presented by author Michael Davis 
entitled, “Street Gang: The Complete History of 
Sesame Street.” Unfortunately, Mr. Davis had a 
misunderstanding of the date and did not show up. 
The event, however, was not a complete fiasco, as 
those who came in-person were happy to spend the 
hour socializing and enjoying the delicious hors 
d’oeuvres made by Izzy’s catering. We will invite Mr. 
Davis back next fall to do the program on Sesame 
Street.

•  Our Paid-Up Luncheon will be held on May 10, 
follow by an interview with investigative reporter 
Ames Alexander from the Charlotte Observer. Ames 
has written many investigative reports about nurs-
ing homes, habitual speeders, and other topics that 
affect Charlotteans.

The Temple Israel Social Club wishes to express deep 
gratitude to both Ruth Goldberg and Irving Bienstock 
for their many years of dedicated leadership of the 
Club. Their example is an inspiration for all who may 
follow in their footsteps.
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SOCIAL ACTION UPDATE
Performing Acts of Loving Kindness, Together!

Our vision for Social Action is to live Jewish Values as 
we help those in need. Our efforts are aligned with 
critical needs in the Jewish and broader Charlotte 
Community, as well as needs of Jews around the 
world. We offer volunteer opportunities for youth, 
adults, and projects the whole family can enjoy 
together. We encourage you to contact us and get 
involved. We always welcome new projects and en-
courage you to share your ideas with us.

Jonathan & Tess Berger – Co Chairs 
Temple Israel Social Action Cell: 704-995-1732 
jbergertisa@gmail.com

If you are interested in making a financial donation in 
support of Temple Israel Social Programs in Honor or 
in Memory of someone you love, please direct your 
Temple Israel donation to the “Temple Israel Social 
Action Fund”. 
Yom Gemilut Hasadim (YGH) - A Day  
Performing Acts of Loving Kindness – 
Sunday, March 27, 2022
Temple Israel families and friends continued to do our 
part to repair the world (Tikkun Olam) through acts of 
loving kindness (Gemilut Hasadim). 

The day consisted of many Mitzvah Projects held at 
Temple Israel, entertainment, along with lunch pre-
pared and served to those in need at the Howard 
Levine Men’s Shelter by Torah on Tap. We are very 
excited that the Community came together again, in 
person, for this meaningful annual event. 

Interested in leading a mitzvah project during YGH 
in 2023? If so, please contact Tess Berger at  
TJVBerger1@gmail.com.

Abraham’s Tent Room in the Inn (RITI)
Abraham’s Tent Room in the Inn brought together  
the Jewish and Muslim communities to become di-
rectly involved with individuals who are experiencing 
homelessness. The basic goal is to keep homeless 
individuals from freezing on cold winter nights. A 
greater goal is to offer a loving relationship between 
people experiencing homelessness and our commu-
nities.  RITI brings alive the admonition to Love Thy 
Neighbor. In fact, we refer to the people we serve as 
our NEIGHBORS. This program was held Tuesday
evenings in March at Queens University. 

Temple Israel Volunteers:

1. Prepared the meal.

2. Set up bedding

3. Participate in evening activities.

4. Made financial donation to fund the program.

Roof Above (Men’s Shelter of Charlotte) – 
Thanksgiving and Christmas Eve Dinners
Every year, Temple Israel supports the mission to end 
homelessness in Charlotte by providing those in need 
with meals along with warm clothing and toiletries.
In 2021 we cooked a healthy, delicious, dinner at 
Temple Israel, and served the dinners to 150+ Men in 
need at the Shelter during Thanksgiving week and on 
Christmas Eve.
Thank you to the volunteers who prepared and 
served dinner to those in need at the Roof Above 
Men’s Shelter and who prepared gift bags with Hats, 
Socks, Hand Sanitizer, Toothpaste and Treats.
And, thank you Temple Israel Community for donat-
ing 150+ New Winter Coats, and for the generous 
financial donations to fund this Mitzvah.
This was certainly a meaningful community experi-
ence, and good deed. Interested in getting involved 
in 2022? Please contact Jonathan or Tess Berger.

Huntingtowne Farms Elementary -  
Temple Israel’s Partnership School!
Temple Israel has a longstanding partnership with 
Huntingtowne Farms Elementary School. There are 
many more opportunities for us to help students and 
the school including – Tutoring, Mentoring, Holiday 
Celebrations, Teacher Support / Appreciation and 
Donations of School Supplies.
If you’re interested in getting involved, contact Linda 
Levy (704-366-6362, levyollie@aol.com)  to make a 
difference in these children’s lives - there are many 
fulfilling ways to do so. 
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MEN’S CLUB
Our mission is to provide opportunities for our men 
to build stronger relationships in a Jewish context. 
President Josh Loewensteiner and his team of ded-
icated volunteers successfully pursued that mission 
in a challenging Covid-19-restricted environment.  
There is room for men of all ages and interests to 
continue to build Men’s Club into an even stronger 
service auxiliary group of Temple Israel.  

Your 5782 Award-winning Men’s Club is celebrat-
ing the close of another outstanding year.  We were 
proud to award George Schneider with our first ever 
Hagbah Service Award at Men’s Club Shabbat.  In 
addition, at the 2021 Federation of Jewish Men’s 
Clubs International Convention, our club was given 
the prestigious Quality Club Award as well as several 
Torch Awards recognizing excellence in programming 
for the following programs and categories: 

Health & Wellness: Bronze Award for our Grill & Chill 
cookout during Covid

Health & Wellness: Bronze Award for our Fall Golf 
Outing with golf ball Tashlich

Men’s Club Shabbat: Silver Award for our personally 
delivered MCS gift bags

For Younger Men: Silver Award for our HeBrews 
Coffee club for TIRS dads

Club Administration: Recognition Certificate for our 
Board Orientation program

Covid-19: Recognition Certificate for our remote 
movie night  featuring Perry Tannenbaum

Health & Wellness: Recognition Certificate for our 
remote Taste of Kentucky bourbon tasting featuring 
Rabbi Wolk

Jewish Observance: Recognition Certificates for our 
Monday Minyan Mixer, Lag B’Omer Bonfire & Steak 
Dinner, and our kosher shofar sponsorship for TIRS, 
and MCS Havdallah

Synagogue Service: Recognition Certificate for 
our Day of Service with pressure washing and  
landscaping at TI

A special thanks to this year’s TIMC Board – A 
Great group of MENSCHES! Erik Wind, Steve 
Moore, Nick Rose, Marc Sokolowicz, Leon Golynsky, 
Michael Abadi, Mike Mogilevsky, Mike Eisner, Mike 
Fried, and Dana Goldfarb

By joining Men’s Club for 5783/2022-23 and partic-
ipating as a leader, a helper, or simply a member, 
we will work hard to make sure you have fun, build 
stronger relationships, get a sense of belonging and 
contribution, and feel valued for the positive impact 
you will make.
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WOMEN OF TEMPLE ISRAEL
Women of Temple Israel (WOTI) continues to navi-
gate our quickly changing world to foster intergen-
erational friendships, promote Jewish values and 
traditions, and promote the mission of the Women’s 
League for Conservative Judaism. We experienced 
solid growth this year, and are currently 187 members 
strong. All of our programming, with the exception 
of one event per year, is open to WoTI members and 
non-members alike. 

In order to balance the safety of our members with 
the need for interaction, we got creative to provide a 
variety of programming. There was a total of 118 reg-
istrations for our two signature Nosh events this year, 
and we expect there would have been many more 
had we not been limited by group size restrictions. 
Our Sukkot Nosh event last October, held outdoors 
in the Sukkah, was the first time many of us had been 
together in over a year and a half! The Programming 
committee put together a game night program that 
was informative, interactive, and fun. At Chanukah 
time, we gathered 60 women (the maximum TI’s 
social hall could hold while allowing safe distance) to 
play some dreidel and learn to create “Nosh boards”. 
Both of these events included a social action compo-
nent, and our attendees donated generously to those 
in need. 

We also gathered for smaller, outdoor meet-and-
greets (with wine or coffee) and our online Rosh Cho-
desh discussion. Members gathered in small groups 
to bake for the Oasis Senior program and the TIRS 
school teachers and Madrachim, and to collect and 
sort supplies for the crisis center through Mathilde’s 
Mentionable. And more! 

We are looking forward to continued opportunities 
to learn and socialize together this coming year. Our 
January and March events were postponed due to 
Covid concerns, but as of this writing we are look-
ing forward to WoTI Shabbat in May and our annual 
members event featuring Queen City Comedy in 
June. The challah braiding event originally scheduled 
for January will take place this coming fall instead. 
Planning is already in the works for additional meet 
and greets, Rosh Chodesh discussions, and a few 
more surprises. 

Thank you to the entire leadership team and to the 
countless women who served on various committees 
and attended events. Thank you to our clergy and 
Temple staff for continued support. We look forward 
to renewing old friendships and fostering new ones in 
the coming year. 
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
Kelly Wilson joined Temple Israel on March 31 as our 
new Engagement Director. She is the dynamic wel-
coming face of Temple Israel ready to assist potential 
new members and assist our auxiliary groups with 
their events.

We returned to the Synagogue building fully in May 
2021!  We were off and running with engaging pro-
grams and inspiring services. We’ve welcomed 41 
new families to our Temple Israel community plus 
seven babies.  Sadly, we lost six members many of 
whom were pillars of our congregation.

Remembering the Temple 
Israel Members We Loved 
Martin Bernstein 8/13/2021

Marilyn Swimmer 10/12/2021

Isaac Luski 10/21/2021

Carol Speizman 12/13/2021

Norman Steinberger 1/10/2022

Barbara Sklut  2/18/2022

Celebrating the Youngest Members 
at Temple Israel
Landon Rousso 7/7/2021

Jillian Sage Kass 8/4/2021

Ari Kantor 10/13/2021

Jaclyn “Jackie” Woland 10/13/2021

Samuel Ackerman 12/17/2021

Eila Faigen 2/18/2022

Hattie Greenberg 3/3/2022

Welcoming Our Newest Members 
to Temple Israel
Nina Achenbaum 

Rebecca & Ori Anavim (Maya, Noa & Yael)

Robyn Benjamin 

Vivian Bitensky 

Sofya Bravver 

Bernice Brenner 

Patti Brown 

Rochelle & William Carney (Judah, Lila &Liam)

Ira & Laurie Davis 

Michelle Dembin 

Thomas Epley 

David & Geralyn Epstein (Don & Raphael)

Craig & Kathrine Fainstein (Baily & Bridget)

Nancy Furst & Daniel Reach 

Estee Gelbard (Emma)

Chad & Kelly Gindi ((Seth)

David & Shaina Goldberg (Jeremiah)

Joshua & Jori Goodman (Lochlan & Archer)

Daniel Greenberg & Elaine Eisenbaum (Hank & Hattie) 

Matthew & Yuliya Hallowell (Bella, Arianna & Snow) 

Bruce Julian & Paul Raybin

Jacqueline Kaplan 

Steven & Michelle Kass (Myles & Jillian)

Eric & Susan Lerner 

Karly & Samuel Lucas (McKenzie & Jacob)

Marc Manuel & Ruth Friedman (Max, Ava & Eli) 

Richard Jones & Kathy Martin

Loren & Sandra Meyer 

Donald & Adele Miller 

Michael & Lina Newman 

Earl & Tamara Norman 

Stephanie & Mark Rindner (Samantha)

Sari & Adam Rosenberger (Sofia)

Jonah Sanderson 

Frieda Schwartz 

Ellen & Gabriel Szego 

David & Terry Waldinger 

Alexandra & Matthew Wendt (Cooper & Carmel)

David Wolpa & Danielle Sharp Wolpa (Avery, 
Nathaniel & Blair) 
Benjamin Worth 

Andrew & Dalia Zatlin (Ari & Maia)

Each of you is special and necessary to keep
Temple Israel as the egalitarian, progressive 
Conservative synagogue that is our collective 
home.  May we go from strength to strength, 
L’dor V’dor.
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LEGACY SHABBAT
Saturday, February 6, 9:30 a.m.

A FCJC Program

Create Your Jewish Legacy is an initiative of the Foundation for the Charlotte Jewish Community 
(FCJC) to build a strong, vibrant community with bequests for permanent endowments. It  
promotes the message that all of us, regardless of age, wealth, or affiliation, have the ability to 
make a difference for future Jewish generations.
Our Legacy Shabbat is a special service to honor the individuals and families who have created a 
legacy gift and named Temple Israel as a beneficiary. These individuals are honored in the Book 
of Life Society with other members of our Jewish community for their gifts to support the future.

Anonymous (5) 
Ann & Bob Abel
Teri & Bernie Ackerman
Michele (OBM) & Harvey Barer 
Michael & Meredith Baumstein 
Sanford & Lois Benjamin
R. Monty Bennett
Glenda & Brian Bernhardt
Nancy & Samuel Bernstein
Lillian (OBM) & Irving Bienstock 
Karen Knoble & Barry Bobrow 
Edward & Roberta Bograd 
Bonnie & David Bornstein
Bunny Bramson
Justin & Diana Bregman
Barry Brodsky
Doris Cagle (OBM) 
Suly & Richard (OBM) Chenkin 
Olivia & Steven Cohen
Dedee & Irv Cygler
Deedee & Gene Daumit
Arlene & Gary (OBM) Davis 
Aleen & David Epstein
Rabbi Murray & Barbara Ezring 
Caren & Mel Frank
Robert & Beverly Friedman 
Albert & Phyllis Garten
Aaron (OBM) & Rhoda (OBM)
Gleiberman

Ruth & Alan Goldberg
Mark & Linda Goldsmith
Erin Goldstein & Amanda Vestal 
Margi Goldstein
Meg Goldstein & Matthew Luftglass 
Neal & Joy Golub
Leon & Jennifer Golynsky 
Rebecca & Scott Goodman, MD 
Patty (OBM) & Bill Gorelick

Keith Greenspon 
Stan Greenspon
Roz Greenspon
Barbara & Richard (OBM) Herd
Sharon & Steven Hockfield
Linda & Robert Isser
Susan & Donald Jacobs
Florence Jaffa
Janet (OBM) & Sol (OBM) Jaffa
Dana & Andrew Kapustin
Nancy & Bob Kipnis
Paula & Richard Klein
Lorrie & Barry Klemons
Sheila (OBM) & Lee Kritzer
Dale Lederer
Gloria & Harry Lerner
Alison & Mark Lerner
Barbara & Jerry Levin
Debra & Miles Levine
Elissa & Joshua Levine, MD
Julie Lerner Levine & Howard Levine
Sandra Poliakoff Levine 
& Leon Levine

Sol Levine (OBM)
Ellis Levinson (OBM)
Lisa Strause Levinson 
Linda & Sam Levy
Adina & Josh Loewensteiner
Rose (OBM) & Abe (OBM) Luski
Isaac (OBM) & Sonia (OBM) Luski
Audrey Madans (OBM)
Michael Meiselman (OBM)
Staci & Darren Mond
Marcelle & Allan Oxman
Wendy & Adam Petricoff
Debora & Ed Pizer
Baila & John (OBM) Pransky
Jan & Alan Raznick

Wendy & Frank Rosen
David & Karen Rosenthal & Family 
Dan & Toby Ruda 
Mark Sahn (OBM) 
Fern Sanderson
Barbara & Gerald Schapiro 
Michael Scharf
Elaine & Marty Schefflin
Dorothy (OBM) & Albert (OBM) Segal 
Melvin Segal
Lynne & Morey Sheffer
Ruth Silverman
Gary & Maxine (OBM) Silverstein 
Lori & Eric Sklut 
Leonard (OBM) & Ann (OBM) 
Slesinger

Stacey & Ira Slomka
Marcia Solomon
Carol (OBM) & Bob Speizman 
Stephanie & Steven Starr 
Norman Steinberger (OBM) 
Renee & Joseph Steiner, DDS 
Kenneth & Marcia Stern
Alene (OBM) & Samuel (OBM) Strause 
Sylvia & Irving Swartz
Marylin (OBM) & Harry Swimmer 
Eleanor & Morton (OBM) Turk 
Amy & Ross Udoff
Ellie & Robert Valenstein
Debra & David Van Glish
Judie & Michael Van Glish
Janice & Ronald Weiner
Harriet & Barnet Weinstock
Anne & Michael Weiss
Joanna & Eric Wisotsky 
Kim & Marc Wojnowich
Simon (OBM) 
& Mary (OBM) Wojnowich

This list is not all inclusive. We know there are members who have included Temple Israel in their estate 
plans but have chosen not to make their plans public at this time. We thank them as well!

LEGACY SHABBAT
Saturday, February 6, 9:30 a.m.

A FCJC Program

Create Your Jewish Legacy is an initiative of the Foundation for the Charlotte Jewish Community 
(FCJC) to build a strong, vibrant community with bequests for permanent endowments. It  
promotes the message that all of us, regardless of age, wealth, or affiliation, have the ability to
make a difference for future Jewish generations.
Our Legacy Shabbat is a special service to honor the individuals and families who have created a
legacy gift and named Temple Israel as a beneficiary. These individuals are honored in the Book
of Life Society with other members of our Jewish community for their gifts to support the future.

Anonymous (5) 
Ann & Bob Abel
Teri & Bernie Ackerman
Michele (OBM) & Harvey Barer
Michael & Meredith Baumstein
Sanford & Lois Benjamin
R. Monty Bennett
Glenda & Brian Bernhardt
Nancy & Samuel Bernstein
Lillian (OBM) & Irving Bienstock
Karen Knoble & Barry Bobrow
Edward & Roberta Bograd
Bonnie & David Bornstein
Bunny Bramson
Justin & Diana Bregman
Barry Brodsky
Doris (OBM) Cagle
Suly & Richard (OBM) Chenkin
Olivia & Steven Cohen
Dedee & Irv Cygler
Deedee & Gene Daumit
Arlene & Gary (OBM) Davis
Aleen & David Epstein
Rabbi Murray & Barbara Ezring
Caren & Mel Frank
Robert & Beverly Friedman 
Albert & Phyllis Garten
Aaron (OBM) & Rhoda (OBM)
Gleiberman

Ruth & Alan Goldberg
Mark & Linda Goldsmith
Erin Goldstein & Amanda Vestal
Margi Goldstein
Meg Goldstein & Matthew Luftglass
Neal & Joy Golub
Leon & Jennifer Golynsky 
Rebecca & Scott Goodman, MD
Patty (OBM) & Bill Gorelick

Keith Greenspon
Stan Greenspon
Roz Greenspon
Barbara & Richard (OBM) Herd
Sharon & Steven Hockfield
Linda & Robert Isser
Susan & Donald Jacobs
Florence Jaffa
Janet (OBM) & Sol (OBM) Jaffa
Dana & Andrew Kapustin
Nancy & Bob Kipnis
Paula & Richard Klein
Lorrie & Barry Klemons
Sheila (OBM) & Lee Kritzer
Dale Lederer
Gloria & Harry Lerner
Alison & Mark Lerner
Barbara & Jerry Levin
Debra & Miles Levine
Elissa & Joshua Levine, MD
Julie Lerner Levine & Howard Levine
Sandra Poliakoff Levine
& Leon Levine

Sol Levine (OBM)
Ellis Levinson (OBM)
Lisa Strause Levinson 
Linda & Sam Levy
Adina & Josh Loewensteiner
Rose (OBM) & Abe (OBM) Luski
Isaac (OBM) & Sonia (OBM) Luski
Audrey Madans (OBM)
Michael Meiselman (OBM)
Staci & Darren Mond
Marcelle & Allan Oxman
Wendy & Adam Petricoff
Debora & Ed Pizer
Baila & John (OBM) Pransky
Jan & Alan Raznick

Wendy & Frank Rosen
David & Karen Rosenthal & Family
Dan & Toby Ruda
Mark Sahn (OBM) 
Fern Sanderson
Barbara & Gerald Schapiro
Michael Scharf
Elaine & Marty Schefflin
Dorothy (OBM) & Albert (OBM) Segal
Melvin Segal
Lynne & Morey Sheffer
Ruth Silverman
Gary &Maxine (OBM) Silverstein
Lori & Eric Sklut 
Leonard (OBM) & Ann (OBM)
Slesinger

Stacey & Ira Slomka
Marcia Solomon
Carol (OBM) & Bob Speizman
Stephanie & Steven Starr
Norman Steinberger (OBM)
Renee & Joseph Steiner, DDS
Kenneth & Marcia Stern
Alene (OBM) & Samuel (OBM) Strause
Sylvia & Irving Swartz
Marylin (OBM) & Harry Swimmer
Eleanor & Morton (OBM) Turk
Amy & Ross Udoff
Ellie & Robert Valenstein
Debra & David Van Glish
Judie & Michael Van Glish
Janice & Ronald Weiner
Harriet & Barnet Weinstock
Anne & Michael Weiss
Joanna & Eric Wisotsky 
Kim & Marc Wojnowich
Simon (OBM) 
& Mary (OBM) Wojnowich

This list is not all inclusive. We know there are members who have included Temple Israel in their estate 
plans but have chosen not to make their plans public at this time. We thank them as well!

TEMPLE ISRAEL LEGACY SOCIETY
Jewish tradition teaches that one of our key duties is to make the world a better place for future generations.  
When you create your Jewish Legacy, you reflect what is most important and meaningful to you and help en-
sure our community’s Jewish future will be bright.  Will you join the 116 families who have made a legacy gift?  
It’s much easier than you think!   If you are interested in joining these Legacy Donors, please contact Karen 
Turk in the temple office. 

Thank you to the following people who have included Temple Israel in their estate plans:
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BIOGRAPHIES OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES OFFICER AND MEMBER NOMINEES

Amy Udoff – President
Why I want to serve Temple Israel in this role: 
I am so excited to serve as the President of Temple 
Israel! Temple Israel is so special to me. My Great- 
Grandfather, Harry Roth, was one of the founding 
members of Hebrew United Brotherhood, which 
became Temple Israel.  My Great-Grandparents had 
one of the first documented Jewish weddings in 
Charlotte. On their 50th wedding anniversary, Temple 
Israel presented them with a wine glass that I used 
at my wedding under the chuppah at Temple Israel. 
My mother had her Bat Mitzvah at Temple Israel, my 
parents were married there and were the first presi-
dents of the Temple Israel Young Couple’s Club! I was 
born in Charlotte and had my baby naming at the 
temple. I started (and continue) my Jewish Studies 
at Temple Israel with attendance at Hebrew School, 
Junior Congregation, and Sunday school. I became 
a Bat Mitzvah, was confirmed, and attended Hebrew 
High School through Temple Israel. Rabbi Ezring and 
Cantor Roochvarg especially left a very meaningful 
impression on me as they guided me through my 
studies to my Bat Mitzvah, and onto my confirmation. 

I returned to Temple Israel to introduce them both 
to my now, husband, Ross. Rabbi Ezring and Cantor 
Roochvarg created a beautiful wedding ceremony 
on the bema of Temple Israel. A year or so later, my 
daughter, Olivia (7), had her baby naming and then 
my son, Jacob (6) had his bris on a Shabbat morning 
with Rabbi Ezring and Cantor Roochvarg officiating. 
We are so proud to call Temple Israel our synagogue 
home. 

I look forward to being a part of Temple Israel’s con-
tinued growth and to tell the Temple’s story to others 
and how it may be a welcoming community for them 
and their families.  It plays such a huge importance in 
my family’s life. I know my children will one day stand 
on the same bema that my Grandparents and my 
parents have stood on for so many special events and 
that means everything! 

List the Offices, Committee Chairs/Co-Chairs held at 
Temple Israel:
• 1st Vice President, Board of Trustees 2021-2022

•  Board Member, Board of Trustees, 2015-2022, six 
years (three two-year terms) 

•  Temple Israel Executive Director Search Committee 
(20/21) 

•  Senior Rabbi Search Committee Co-Chair (It was 
the most exciting work I have completed with  
Temple Israel.) 

Currently, I serve as the First Vice President of Temple 
Israel. I have enjoyed working along-side Teresa Bren-
ner and experiencing her leadership first hand.  Prior 
to that, I served as the Senior Rabbi Search Co-Chair, 
which was the most exciting work I have completed 
with Temple Israel. I felt so honored to be a part of 
the experience of bringing Rabbi Michael Wolk to our 
congregation and in setting up our synagogue for 
the next generation, alongside our wonderful Cantor, 
Shira Lissek, whom I enjoy so much. 

In the past, I have worked with Rabbi Kornsgold 
to increase the attendance at Torah Tots and plan 
preschool activities. I have also spent time doing 
Outreach by connecting and recruiting new members 
to Temple Israel. I have been communicating with 
different families at the Charlotte Jewish Preschool in 
hopes of their family joining Temple Israel. 

Along with all of things I have worked on at Temple 
Israel and Shalom Park, one of my favorite things to 
do is teach children. I was elementary school teacher 
for nine years before having my daughter, Olivia. If 
you can’t find me at TI, I am most likely substituting 
or teaching small reading groups at my children’s 
elementary school, which brings me great joy. 

Additional Offices, Committee Chairs/Co-Chairs 
held in other Jewish or community organizations:
• City Director for BBYO in Charlotte

•  Bernstein Leadership Group -  
Charlotte Jewish Federation

•  “YAD” (Young Adult Division) Committee Chair  
of Charlotte Jewish Federation

•  Charlotte Jewish Preschool Open  
House Committee

•  PJ Library Committee for Charlotte  
Jewish Federation

•  Nominating Committee for Charlotte  
Jewish Federation

•  Live, Laugh, Give Committee for Jewish  
Family Services

•  Charlotte Jewish Preschool PTO Vice President

•  Co-Chair of the Senior Rabbi Search of  
Temple Israel

•  Executive Director Search Committee of  
Temple Israel 
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Thomas “Tom” Bock – 1st Vice President
Why I want to serve Temple Israel in this role: 
I believe it is every congregant’s duty to serve on 
the Board, as it is up to the community to ensure the 
success of the synagogue. Right now, it is my turn to 
help and hopefully very soon someone else can step 
up and help our shul.  I love TI; it has been wonderful 
to three generations of my family. I am excited about 
our clergy, our Executive Director, and about the po-
tential for Amy to be President. I would like to use my 
skills and experience to help her and the rest of the 
Board execute our plans for the next year.

List the Offices, Committee Chairs/Co-Chairs you 
have held at Temple Israel 
• Temple Israel Board of Trustees (2019-present)

• Temple Israel Finance Committee (2014-present)

• Senior Rabbi Search Committee

List other Offices, Committee Chairs/Co-Chairs  
you have held at other Jewish or community  
organizations:
•  Charlotte Jewish Preschool - Board member (one  

of the Temple Israel reps) where all three of my 
children graduated

•  Board of the Foundation for the Charlotte Jewish 
Community - I currently represent Temple Israel

Relevant Professional/Business Background:
I am a former banker of over 20 years and I currently 
run corporate strategy and investor relations for a 
public company. I have a BA from Amherst College 
and an MBA from Duke University.

Nikki Sacks – 2nd Vice President 
Why I want to serve Temple Israel in this role: 
Being a part of an engaged and vibrant Jewish com-
munity is incredibly important to me. I grew up with 
that, having gone to a Jewish Day School, traveled 
to Israel many times including a semester there in 
college, and was very involved in a Jewish youth 
group. I want my family, and especially my children, 
to feel a connection to a synagogue, as a place that 
they want to go regularly, where we feel we are a part 
of a community, have friends, and can get knowl-
edge and inspiration. I want to do what I can to help 
ensure that this community exists and is thriving, for 
selfish reasons for my family, and also for the benefit 
of the broader community. I am encouraged by the 
direction that Temple Israel it is going, and want to 
become more involved and contribute more.

List the Offices, Committee Chairs/Co-Chairs held at 
Temple Israel 
•  Temple Israel Executive Committee, 2nd Vice Presi-

dent (current)

•  Temple Israel Executive Committee, Treasurer 
(2019/2020)

• Various committees for WoTI

Additional Offices, Committee Chairs/Co-
Chairs held in other Jewish or community 
organizations:
•  Charlotte Jewish Preschool, PTO Treasurer when my 

children attended

• Charlotte Jewish Preschool, various committees

•  Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, Leadership  
Committee for Moms in Training

Tommy Mann – Treasurer
Why I want to serve Temple Israel in this role: 
Temple Israel has been home to my family for five 
generations and I care very deeply about the future 
success of our congregation. I’m proud of the tre-
mendous strides we made during the last two un-
precedented and uncertain years, and I believe that 
strong leadership is required to sustain and grow our 
community. I know we have a lot of work ahead as we 
finally put the last two challenging years behind us 
and I’m excited to help us push forward and strength-
en our community, financially of course, but also in 
terms of our connectedness with one another and to 
Judaism. I’ve enjoyed my time serving as your Trea-
surer and look forward to continuing my service to 
Temple Israel.

List the Offices, Committee Chairs/Co-Chairs you 
have held at Temple Israel 
•  Temple Israel Executive Committee (Treasurer): 

2020-2022

• Temple Israel Board of Trustees: 2019-2021

•  Temple Israel House Committee Member: 2021-
2022

•  Temple Israel Religious School Advisory Committee 
Member: 2019-2021

•  Temple Israel Kadima President: 199?

Additional leadership positions held include:
•  Leadership Montgomery: Board of Trustees (Maryland)

•  Leadership Montgomery: Investment Committee 
Chair (Maryland)

•  Urban Land Institute: Young Leaders Programs 
Committee (Washington, DC)
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Relevant Professional/Business Background:
•  Vice President, Development; ATCO Properties &

Management (2017-present)

•  Director, Multifamily Development; Kettler (2016-
2017)

•  Director, Mixed-Use Development; Federal Realty
Investment Trust (2010-2016)

• Consultant; Accenture (2003-2007)

University of Virginia, Darden Graduate School of 
Business Administration; MBA

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; BS Busi-
ness Administration

Melanie Brown - Secretary
Why I want to serve Temple Israel in this role: 
I would be honored to serve as Secretary of Temple 
Israel, and look forward to seeing and being a part of 
the growth of our temple. My family and I are com-
mitted to seeing the Temple thrive for generations to 
come, and I look forward to being able to continue 
contributing to the growth and success of the temple 
going forward. My children are 4th generation mem-
bers of Temple Israel, and it will always be an im-
portant place for my family and me. I look forward to 
experiencing many milestones with my children (such 
as Bar and Bat Mitzvahs) in the years ahead here at 
Temple Israel.

List the Offices, Committee Chairs/Co-Chairs you 
have held at Temple Israel 
• Temple Israel Board of Trustees (current)

• Membership Committee (current)

• WOTI Planning Committee

• Torah Tots Planning Committee

List other Offices, Committee Chairs/Co-Chairs you 
have held at other Jewish or community organizations
•  Jewish Federation Woman’s Philanthropy Commit-

tee (current)

• Jewish Federation Pomegranate Chair

• CJP Teacher Appreciation Chair

• LJCC Kids Triathlon Committee

• Graduate of the Bernstein Leadership Group.

Rochelle Carney - Board Member
Why I want to serve Temple Israel in this role: 
Since moving to Charlotte 8-years ago, right after 
our first child was born, my family’s involvement at 
Shalom Park has been steadily increasing with our 
most recent step joining Temple Israel last summer. 
I grew up attending Shabbat services regularly at a 
conservative synagogue and feel we have now found 
a spiritual fit with Rabbi Wolk and the team at TI. We 
experienced a warm welcome in this community and 
have enjoyed making new friends as well as solidi-
fying existing friendships. Our three kids have been 
attending TIRS since last fall and they look forward to 
attending each Sunday. We have watched with pride 
as they’ve helped lead Friday night services with their 
TIRS classmates. We laughed out loud at the Purim 
spiel. We have learned new things about Judaism 
through family education days at TIRS. We have had 
such a wonderful first year at Temple Israel, that I look 
forward to creating more memories there with family 
and friends. As a potential trustee at Temple Israel, I 
feel fortunate to be able to help further develop this 
atmosphere of family and inclusion in order to wel-
come new members into our community.  I feel we 
have an opportunity and an obligation to enrich our 
community with our time and our work, as we tend to 
the ever-changing needs of the broader world, while 
maintaining a sanctuary of faith at Temple Israel. As 
a board member I will seek to create this sustainable 
environment for our children and for generations to 
come.

Additional leadership positions held include:
Shalom Green – Board Member (2020 – Present)

PJ Library – Committee Member (2019 - Present)

Park Road Montessori Book Fair Co-chair (Fall 2021)

Charlotte Jewish Preschool PTO – Executive Board 
Member (2018-2020)

Dedee Cygler - Board Member
Why I want to serve Temple Israel in this role:
Having served my former congregation (Temple Israel 
Center, White Plains, NY) for many years in various 
capacities, I want to offer my passion and background 
in helping this wonderful congregation to flourish and 
grow. 

List the Offices, Committee Chairs/Co-Chairs you 
have held at Temple Israel 
• WoTi Social Action Committee (2019-present)

•  WoTI Program Committee (2022) - outreach calls to
New Members, WoTi Shabbat

•  Cantor’s Concert- Planning Committee
(2020-2022) - Fundraising



TEMPLE ISRAEL  •  2022 ANNUAL REPORT   21    

•  TI 120 Event (2017) - Compose and edit Bios for 
Honorees & submit for publication 

•  Presidential Appointee & Member, Board of Trust-
ees (2013-2017)

•  Membership Chair-established on-going buddy 
system pairing buddies with new members.  Hosted 
new and prospective member events.  With Com-
mittee, called non-affiliated new J members.

•  Volunteer at Men’s Shelter-transporting food and 
serving Holiday dinners- 5-7 years

Relevant Professional/Business Background:
25-plus years of human resource experience in cor-
porate recruiting, headhunting and college relations.  
Prior background in teaching and counseling.

Leon Golynsky - Board Member
Why I want to serve Temple Israel in this role:
I have been a member of Temple Israel for over 
20 years.  TI provides a much needed spiritual and 
religious home for me and my wife.  We have had 
several major life events at the Temple. I feel that a 
strong and stable Temple Israel is critical to a vibrant, 
thriving Charlotte Jewish Community.

List the Offices, Committee Chairs/Co-Chairs you 
have held at Temple Israel 
•  TI Men’s Club - Membership Director (2020-present) 

During my tenure, TI Men’s club added new mem-
bers and greatly expanded social activities increas-
ing member engagement with the Temple.  

•  TI Finance Committee (3 years) - I provided budget 
oversight and cost reduction/revenue enhancement 
recommendations.

Additional leadership positions held include:
• BLG Class 7

•  Masters of Hospital and Health Administration with 
over 20 years of labor productivity and process 
improvement experience.

Rachel Spector - Board Member
Why I want to serve Temple Israel in this role:
I am very excited to be asked to serve on the board 
of TI once again. It was such an enriching experience 
and I hope to help an already incredible board team 
continue to enhance our kehillah.  

List the Offices, Committee Chairs/Co-Chairs you 
have held at Temple Israel 
Trustee of TI (2018-2020); B’nai Mitzvah Committee 
(2016-2020); TIRS liaison from Board; TIRS Room Par-
ent Program (Initiated)

Additional leadership positions held include:
• WOTI member

• Pomegranate member

• Member of LJCC

Relevant Professional/Business Background:
I have been a part owner for more than 20 years of 
Diversified Marketing Group, a leading promotional 
products company located in Southeastern Massa-
chusetts. Despite being recently sold, I continue to 
work for DMG and in an industry that I truly enjoy.

Joseph Spil - Board Member
Why I want to serve Temple Israel in this role:
I would really love to become more active in the 
temple. My son, Asher, will be in the third-grade 
next year, and getting closer to Bar Mitzvah age. My 
youngest, Julian, will be in TIRS starting in the fall of 
2023, so I’d like to be more involved and help the 
temple.

List the Offices, Committee Chairs/Co-Chairs you 
have held at other Jewish or community organiza-
tions.
I have not held any previous positions at other Jewish 
organizations

Relevant Professional/Business Background:
I work as a salesman with my family’s business selling 
jewelry to independent jewelry retail locations.

Robert Valenstein - Board Member
Why I want to serve Temple Israel in this role:
I’ve been a member of Temple Israel for 67 years and 
have been an eyewitness to the changes and prog-
ress made over the decades. There has always been 
a push pull between those who are deeply rooted in 
tradition and those who want to overhaul how things 
are done. I hope to be a voice somewhere in the mid-
dle, respecting tradition but understanding progress 
and change is a good thing. As someone who is and 
has been deeply involved in volunteer work within 
the Charlotte Jewish community, I hope to contribute 
to one of the few places I haven’t had to the opportu-
nity to serve.

Additional leadership positions held include:
• Board Member Jewish Family Services

• Federation Board of Directors

•  Jewish Cemetery Head of Grounds/Vice President/
Executive Committee

•  LJCC Board Member and Nominating Committee, 
Coaching (for over a decade)
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Temple Israel Annual Meeting
May 23, 2021 • Temple Israel of Charlotte via Zoom

Meeting Called to Order- Teresa Brenner 
The meeting was called to order by Teresa Brenner, President of Temple Israel, at 10:30 am, for the 125th 
Annual Meeting of Temple Israel. Teresa confirmed with the Secretary of Temple Israel, Adina Loewensteiner, 
that we have a quorum of at least 26 family units present. 

D’Var Torah- Rabbi Wolk and Cantor Lissek 
Rabbi Wolk noted that the warm welcome he and his family received from our congregational family, and his 
partnership with Cantor Lissek, were very meaningful. He spoke about this past year and how we could not do 
everything we wanted to do but still accomplished much and moved forward, while trying new ways to keep 
everyone connected with Jewish faith in our lives.

Cantor Lissek sang “V’asu li Mikdash-Sanctuary song”, which is a beautiful song about creating sacred space.

Teresa explained the mechanics of electronic voting, the use of the chat feature to communicate with Temple 
Israel staff, and the raise hand feature to alert her if a congregant would like to ask a question or speak.  She 
also asked congregants to refer to the beautiful Annual Report, a link to which was sent in the congregational 
email before Shabbat and posted in the chat feature.

Approval of the Minutes from Last Year’s Annual Meeting
Teresa called for approval by acclimation to reorder the agenda to address the nominations for trustees and 
officers. 

There being no objection, the reordering of the agenda occurred, and we proceeded with the nomination 
and election of officers and trustees.

Nominating and Election of Officers and Members of the Board of Trustees -  
David Rosenthal and Teresa Brenner
Teresa asked David Rosenthal, chair of the Nominating Committee, to deliver his report.

David introduced and thanked his committee members: Melanie Brown, Josh Feldman, Eliot Meadow, Tess 
Berger, Milton Berkman, Julie Bradlow, Jeff Turk, and Ellie Valenstein.

David reported that the Nominating Committee met several times.  It unanimously recommends the following 
officers: Teresa Brenner–President, Amy Udoff-1st VP, Nikki Sacks-2nd VP, Tommy Mann-Treasurer, Stephanie 
Meadow-Secretary. 

David also reported that the Nominating Committee unanimously recommends for the Board of Trustees 
2-year terms (expiring in 2023): Tom Bock, Eric Cohen, Mike Eisner, Stephen Moore, and Erik Wind. 

Teresa thanked David for the Nominating Committee’s Report.  Voting proceeded for the officers (there were 
no nominations from the floor), and the Congregation voted by secret electronic ballet, and elected all offi-
cers recommended by the Nominating Committee.  Voting proceeded for the trustees (there were no nomina-
tions from the floor), and the Congregation voted by secret, electronic ballet and elected all trustees recom-
mended by the Nominating Committee.

The Reading of the Minutes from the Previous Annual Meeting
The minutes from last year’s meeting are included in the 2020 Annual Report, a link to which was sent elec-
tronically to Temple Israel congregants.  Such minutes were approved by acclimation.
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Treasurers Report- Tommy Mann 
Tommy guided everyone to the pie charts on the annual report, presented the annual financials, the budget 
process and the endowment reports.  He thanked the members of the Finance Committee and Tom Bock 
for serving as the Temple Israel representative to the Foundation for the Charlotte Jewish Community at the 
Foundation for the Carolinas.

Report of the Professionals – Karen Turk
The report of the professionals submitted by Karen Turk, Interim Executive Director, is included in the Annu-
al Report. Erin Goldstein, Director of Membership, shared a slideshow prepared by Betsy Grant-Kaperonis, 
Director of Marketing, with remarks and pictures submitted by lay leaders, clergy and professional staff high-
lighting the events from the past year. 

Report of the President – Teresa Brenner 
The President’s Report was also shared in the Annual Report, and Teresa used this time to thank all of the 
board members who have completed their service to the congregation as officers and trustees. She thanked 
Adina Loewensteiner, Secretary, Eliot Meadow, 1st VP, and Josh Feldman, Trustee. She presented each with a 
small gift of appreciation for their service; a tzedakah box by Jewish artist Gary Rosenthal with their name, po-
sition, and dates of service inscribed thereon. She noted we all benefited from their guidance and dedication.

While noting that each affiliate group would be recognizing their Presidents, Teresa also thanked Karen  
Knoble for serving as President of Women of Temple Israel and Mike Eisner for serving as President of  
Men’s Club and both of them for revitalizing their affiliate groups.  She also thanked Ruth Goldberg and Irving 
Bienstock for serving as co-Presidents of Social Club and acknowledged Irving’s long tenure on the Board of 
Trustees in that capacity.

On behalf of Rabbi Wolk, Karen Turk, and herself, Teresa thanked the medical providers who provided advice 
this past year as we established COVID-19 protocols and procedures. Our medical advisors were the Drs. Elis-
sa & Josh Levine, Dr. Ross Udoff, and Brian Ablitz. 

There will be an email blast this week announcing the lifting of many of the protocols and procedures for 
Shabbat weekly services starting June 4, 2021. 

Reports of Committee Chairs and Affiliated Temple Organizations - Teresa Brenner 
Teresa referred congregants to the Annual Report and thanked all who provided reports for inclusion.  
She encouraged everyone to take some time and read through the report.

Old Business- Teresa Brenner
No one presented with any old business items to address.

New Business - Teresa Brenner
Teresa welcomed Barry Bobrow to update the congregation on the Generations of Shalom Park Senior Living 
Community. Barry discussed what will be needed for Generations to move forward. There are nearly 30 units 
under deposit right now. They will need 70% of the units to move forward.  Barry provided an overview of the 
process of developing Generations at Shalom Park, the selection of Aldersgate as the non-profit provider of 
Generations at Shalom Park, and shared Generations is an elegant senior living community integrated into 
Shalom Park with kosher meals available and unprecedented amenities.

No one presented with any additional new business.

Meeting adjourned 11:11am 
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