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THE MA’ALOT
Newsletter of Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot, Irvine

JANUARY 2018  •  TEVET 5778 ~SH’VAT 5778

SAVE THE DATE! 2018 EVENTS:

Spring Gala Honoring 
Cantor Arie Shikler  
Saturday, April 28th, 2018
Join us for our annual Gala Fundraiser in  
support of the SHM programs and events, 
and in tribute to our beloved Cantor. 

Grand Opening Celebration  
Weekend of June 1st, 2018
Mark your calendar for the first weekend of 
June for our Grand Opening festivities. 

CANTOR SINGS WITH KIM COHEN

Featuring a tribute from 
Don Abrams & Marc Franklin
Friday, January 26th at 7:30 pm
Temple member Kim Cohen and Cantor 
Shikler have performed together many times 
over the years. Kim has a beautiful voice that 
blends so well with the Cantor. She will be 
back on the bimah with Cantor and the FNL 
Band. We will also have SHM members Don 
Abrams and Marc Franklin pay tribute to the 
Cantor.



 2 •  JANUARY  2018  MEMORY • MITZVAH • MENTSCH MAKING • MAKING MEANING

Executive Committee
Beth Carroll 
Co-president

Dr. Rachel Harman 
Co-president

Sharon Blindell 
Past President

Heath Liner 
Treasurer

Mickey Gubman 
Secretary

Charlotte Radziminsky 
1st Vice-President

Carole Frankel 
2nd Vice-President

Rod Stern 
3rd Vice-President/Legal

Board Members
Linda Greene
Ellen Winters Miller
Debra Goldman
Rob Fleishman
Raschel Greenberg
Teri Bassman
Stephanie Mitchell
David Teincuff
Jamie Evans
David Susson
Bob Radus
Laura Van de Merghel
Ken Perlman
Lisa Monette
Bob Yonowitz
Eileen Lenson
Jerry Silver
Bernie Labowitz

Brotherhood
Brandon Mitchell, Co-President
Greg Brandt, Co-President

NaSHiM (SHM Women)
Jamie Evans, Co-Chair
Lysa Goldstein, Co-Chair

Rabbi Richard M. Steinberg 
The Rona Perley MeMorial Senior rabbinic chair

Rabbi Sarah DePaolo 
Assistant Rabbi 

The Jaffe Family Rabbinic Chair

Cantor Arië Manela Shikler 
The Hollander Family Cantorial Chair

Beth Shikler, M.S. 
The Loeb Family Executive Director Chair

Stacy Bleiweis, M.B.A. 
Membership Director

Heather Rosenthal, M.A., Ed. Ad. 
Religious School Principal 

The Alpert-Waldman Family Education Chair

Lindsey Morlan, M.A. 
Assistant Executive Director

Daylen Degelsmith, M.L.D. 
Director of Youth Engagement

Kat Key 
Assistant to Rabbi DePaolo &  

Education Department

Lynne Koffler 
Bookkeeper

Elle Congelliere 
Communications Director/Graphic Design

Rabbi Bernie King, z”l 
Founding Rabbi

Friday, January 5th
•	 7 pm: Family Shabbat 

Service, featuring Pre-K, K, 
1st and 2nd Graders with 
Youth Band

Friday, January 12th
•	 7:30 pm: Shabbat Service 

with Adult Choir

Friday, January 19th 
Mentsch of the Quarter
•	 6:00 pm: Tot Shabbat
•	 7:30 pm: Shabbat Service 

with Temple Musicians 

Friday, January 26th
•	 7:30 pm: Shabbat Service 

with Friday Night Live “Cantor 
Sings with Kim Cohen”        
Including Chavurah Blessing and 
Toast to Cantor Shikler by Don 
Abrams and Marc Franklin

SHABBAT SERVICES ~ JANUARY 2018

HOW GRATEFUL WE ARE TO BE HOME!
All Shabbat Services will be held at the main SHM Campus.

THE MA’ALOT
Newsletter of Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot, Irvine

(Additional event details are available online at www.shmtemple.org)
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High Anxiety:

I am super anxious.  From the brink of war with 
North Korea to daily sexual harassment stories 
in the news to controversy after controversy, it 
seems as if everything is in disarray.  It feels as if 
our society is on the edge – people are all hyped 
up.  Everyone is ready to pounce on one another.  
It feels as if the world is spinning so rapidly it’s 
hard to keep our balance. 

Through our construction at Temple, I hope 
Temple serves as a sanctuary from some of this 
worldly anxiety.  But even when we are in our 
cocoon here at Temple, we still cannot completely 
avoid the intensity of the times.

Former Intelligence chief, General Michael 
Hayden speaks of the “thin veneer of civilization.”  
He explains there is a thin line between our 
democracy and chaos.  I believe that line consists 
of good people working for a greater cause than 
themselves.  We are those people.  We mustn’t 
forget that it is incumbent on us to do right and 
be right and act right.  But darn, that is a lot of 
pressure!

The Proverbs teach us (12:25), 

“If there is anxiety in a person’s mind let him 
quash it and turn it into joy with a good word.”

Were it that easy?  I must admit I am a bit naïve 
as I desire that our politicians, at all levels of 
government, on both sides of the isle, be our 
exemplars.  I want to look up to them and be 
moved by their words and their actions.  I have 
come to the conclusion that it will never be.  
When Hollywood and Corporate America are 
leading the way to set a civic ethic of behavior, 
and our political leaders are not even close – then 
there is something very wrong in our society.  

FROM OUR SENIOR RABBI

But leaders, good leaders, are meant to inspire 
us, to call to our better selves to climb higher on 
the ladder of goodness.  Since this hope of mine 
of elected leaders inspiring us is but a dream, I 
suppose it is time now to turn inward and towards 
each other for that inspiration.  Human beings 
need role models.  We need to be lifted higher so 
we can reach our God-given potential.  I am not 
giving up on humanity; I am just giving up on 
looking outward for it.  My inner circle of family 
and friends, of our congregational family, is 
filled with so many inspiring life stories and role 
models that I do not need to look to the White 
House, or Congress, or the State House or the Hall 
of Administration of Orange County – I can find 
my inspiration for higher living right in my circle.  
And maybe, just maybe, each of us can provide 
some self-inspiration to ourselves as well.  In 
addition, every week when I prepare my sermon, 
or Thought For Shabbat, or Torah Study, I am 
continually moved and motivated by our glorious 
Jewish faith.  I have access to the greatest and 
most ancient wisdom at my fingertips.  I must not 
forget this gift.

I am going to stop looking for ethical leadership 
from my elected officials and my guess is that 
when I stop looking, a leader will appear.  But 
in the meantime, I will look to my Torah, to 
my friends, to my family, to my Temple, to my 
community members and there I will find all the 
inspiration I need. 

One of the great blessings of being your rabbi is 
that I get to know you and I am inspired every day 
by what I learn from your examples. Within our 
membership are judges and doctors, teachers and 
plumbers, stay-at-home parents, families dealing 
with special needs, seniors carving a new path 
for themselves, and so many more; all of whom 
are doing their very best to reach their potential.  
They (you) inspire me every day.

HIGH ANXIETY

Rabbi Richard Steinberg 
The Rona Perley Memorial  

Senior Rabbinic Chair

And so in the momentary despair we may feel 
watching the world around us spin out of control, 
my hope and prayer is that such moments will be 
tempered by the uplifting examples of leadership, 
integrity, generosity and kindness I see every day 
right here in our own circles.
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FROM OUR ASSISTANT RABBI

Did you know Judaism celebrates a new year four 
times a year?

The rabbis of the Mishnah, one of the earliest 
collections of Jewish law, explained that there 
are, in fact, four new years in the Jewish calendar. 
Of course, most of us are familiar with Rosh 
Hashanah, which the rabbis called the new year 
for years. The Jewish community used Rosh 
Hashanah, as we still do today, to mark a new 
calendar year. After that, though, there were 
still three other new years to observe. In the 
spring, there was the new year for kings, when 
the Jewish community would begin to count a 
sovereign’s reign. In the late summer or early fall, 
there was a new year for tithing, which impacted 
the tax year. Finally, in the late winter, after the 
rainy season in Israel, the trees would begin to 
bloom and the middle of the month of Shevat 
marked the new year for trees.

At the end of January, we will celebrate Tu 
B’Shevat, which means the fifteenth of Shevat, 
and we often refer to it as the birthday for the 
trees or, indeed, the new year for the trees. 
Though we no longer celebrate the new years for 
kings or tithing in the Jewish community, we take 
time in the late winter to celebrate this second 
new year, just as things are starting to grow and 
blossom again.

Like Tu B’Shevat, the winter is also when we 
celebrate a new year in the secular calendar. 
On New Year’s Eve, we stay up until the clock 

strikes midnight just to greet the new year, as 
soon as it arrives. For many of us, this is a time 
of celebration, full of midnight kisses, sips of 
champagne, toasts, and sparkles. This is also a 
time when many people take a moment to reflect, 
to set goals and resolutions for themselves, as 
they head into this new year. 

We celebrate New Year’s Eve and the new year 
of the trees for the same reason: we want to 
commemorate an opportunity for rebirth, or the 
start of something new. On January 1st, we set 
resolutions for ourselves, because we want to 
start fresh and reimagine who we might be for 
the new year. Similarly, on Tu B’Shevat as bare 
branches begin to bloom again, we celebrate the 
rebirth that comes every year.

Sometimes, it is not just trees and people that 
can be reimagined and blossom again. Temple 
programs, even successful and meaningful ones, 
can be recreated and start fresh. For some of our 
longtime members, you may have noticed that 
Chai Society, our adult education program has 
been reborn as Lifelong Learning. This reinvented 
program is now geared toward adult learners of 
all ages and from all walks of life. For example, 
we have moved some of our learning sessions to 
the evenings, so that adults who work during the 
day can participate in them, other sessions are 
meant to be enjoyed on a lunch break. Our topics 
this year are also meant to reach each of you 
where you are, and we have no expectations of 
prior knowledge. Our Lifelong Learning sessions 
are geared toward exploring the meaning that 
Jewish texts and thought can have on improving 
our lives.

Whether you have participated in adult education 
at Shir Ha-Ma’alot in the past, or this is your first 
time, we hope you will take this new year (for 
trees and for 2018), to try a reimagined learning 
program. 

The next lifelong learning session will be on 
February 14th at 12 pm in the SHM Kraut 
Education Center. We will investigate the role 
that love plays in Judaism, and the impact that 
Judaism can have on our relationships. I hope to 
see you there.

CELEBRATING A NEW YEAR FOR THE 
TREES & A NEW YEAR OF LEARNING 

IN THE SECULAR NEW YEAR  

Asst. Rabbi Sarah DePaolo 
Jaffe Family Assistant Rabbinic Chair
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MENTSCH OF THE QUARTER

Susan Hinchey
Susan is our greeter on many Friday nights for Shabbat Services.  
Her eyes sparkle when she says hello and her warmth envelopes 
all who enter our sanctuary.  Susan’s kind way, generous heart, 
and devoted spirit are the essence of our congregational family.  
It is people like her that make us who we are.  She is a mentsch to 
her core and all of us are blessed to call her a friend. Susan will be 
honored during the Shabbat Service on January 19th at 7:30pm.

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE! 2018 CELBRATION SCHEDULE 

Cantor Sings with Kim Cohen 
featuring a tribute from Don Abrams & Marc Franklin
Friday, January 26th at 7:30 pm

Cantor Sings with Duvid Swirsky
featuring a tribute from Yossie & Dana Hollander 
Friday, February 23rd at 7:30 pm

Cantor Sings with the SHM Adult Choir  
featuring Matt Martinez
and a tribute from Ron Elter
Friday, March 23rd at 7:30 pm

Gidon Shikler Pays Tribute 
to his Father 
featuring a tribute from the Shikler 
Family
Friday, April 27th at 7:30 pm

Additional Gala info on page 19

Saturday, April 28, 2018
Irvine Marriott Hotel

SHM GALA 2018

Celebrate Cantor Shikler’s 50 joyous years with Shir Ha-Ma’alot!
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Simcha Planning 

with
Karen Brutman

SHM Event Coordinator

Let Karen assist you in planning an event to  
remember for all of your celebrations at SHM!

 An experienced event planner, she has the  
creativity and ability to guide you in every  

phase of the event.

Karen Brutman
714-381-1395  

SHM.event.planning@gmail.com
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FROM OUR CO-PRESIDENTS

SECULAR NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS 

Beth Carroll &  
Rachel Harman
Temple Co-Presidents

Rachel and I strive to write meaningful, 
informative, and thought-provoking articles each 
month.  Some of these are born out of a need to 
update everyone on a specific topic, some are 
our experiences we want to share, and others are 
intended to give you insights into how lay leaders 
approach life and leading.  We brainstorm on 
topics, edit each other’s drafts, and do our best to 
be clear, concise, and even give you a chuckle or 
two when we can.  

I confess, after writing close to 60 articles during 
my solo/co-presidencies, I sometimes find myself 
stumped.  This month, however, at 3:30am on a 
Tuesday morning, I was writing my article as I lay 
in that haze of half asleep-half awake.  I wasn’t 
awake enough to sit up and take notes, but the 
theme stuck with me, I remembered what I typed 
while I was dreaming:  I wrote about how it’s 
almost New Year’s Eve and I really want to have 
meaningful resolutions this year and I wanted to 
share them with you.  Here are some of the ones 
I am choosing from (I only pick a few from those I 
think of so I can focus and achieve them!).  

Exercise – Sure, this is on the list every year.  This 
year I did better, but I believe this should be a 
broader goal – exercise my mind by reading more 
deep and thoughtful literature and non-fiction; 
exercise my body by walking and lifting weights; 
exercise my soul by studying my faith more.  

Meditate – Find ways to clear my head, which 
I so rarely do.  People talk about being able to 
think about nothing, but I just have not been 
very successful with doing this.  I will find ways 
through quiet mindfulness and prayer to quiet my 
mind and enrich my inner peace.  

Be More Grateful – I’ll find ways to let more 
people know how grateful I am.  Grateful for 
their collaboration at work, their volunteering 
at Temple, their help with the dishes, and their 

advice and support in times of need.  Stopping to 
say “thank you” more is on my list.

Enjoy Nature – We live in an amazing place.  I 
need to get out more!  Hiking, going to the beach, 
going to the arboretum…it doesn’t matter, but 
take the time to get out and enjoy the beauty 
of our community.  All those times we planned 
to drive up to the mountains but didn’t find the 
time…we’re going!

Participate – I know it may seem crazy, but I feel 
like I could be participating more at SHM.  Yes, 
I am really, really involved, but I would like to 
do things like attend Torah Study, go to NaSHiM 
events, get engaged with a new Chavurah.  I love 
the things I already do to be engaged, and plan 
to invite some of you to join me as I discover or 
re-engage in things I haven’t done in a while.  

Then there were the resolutions that were 
obviously from my dream state – do more Yelp 
reviews, organize my old photos, get my winter 
garden planted, and win the lottery.  Some more 
realistic than others – I don’t think I’ll ever get 
those photos organized!

This second half of our SHM year is going to be 
amazing! Here are some of the highlights: 

 - Friday, March 16th, Rabbi Rick Jacobs, the 
President of the Union for Reform Judaism will 
lead services.  

 - Sunday, March 25th, NaSHiM will be hosting our 
Women’s Seder.  

 - We will continue to celebrate Cantor Shikler’s 
legacy culminating with the weekend of April 
27-28:  April 27th -Friday Night Live a tribute to 
Cantor Shikler by his son, Gidon Shikler and the 
Gala on Saturday, April 28th.  

 - We will also host an amazing Grand Opening of 
the Shir Ha-Ma’alot campus the weekend of 

June 1 with a dedication service on Friday, special 
studies on Saturday morning and an amazing 
Grand Opening party Saturday evening June 2.  
Mark your calendar for these special events – and 
check our website for other events you won’t 
want to miss.  

Check the website for more information and 
links to RSVP:  www.shmtemple.org

BUILDING UPDATE 

It’s been so exciting to occupy our renovated 
building.  Every time we walk into the building, 
the improvements continue to appear – the 
Youth Lounge roll up door was installed, furniture 
delivered, television mounted on the wall, the 
400-square foot deck completed.  We are waiting 
for inspection (hopefully already approved by the 
time you read this article) to open the warm and 
inviting place to our kids.  The amphitheater stairs 
tile has been installed and cushions are being 
ordered.  The Chapel is finished with our beautiful 
ark reinstalled and we’re ready to have small, 
intimate, warm services conducted in this newly 
opened space.  

Every Sunday is so exciting with the new 
gathering spaces and classrooms adding to the 
richness of our programs and excitement of our 
children.  The noise is joyous.  The light is shining 
brightly on our community.

Continued on page 15



 8 •  JANUARY  2018  MEMORY • MITZVAH • MENTSCH MAKING • MAKING MEANING

SHM COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS

Chavurah went for a tour at Wilshire Boulevard Temple, LA 
and then went to Wexler’s Deli in downtown LA.

Jann & Rob Glasser, Debra & Larry Passo, Donna Pick, Michelle & Gabrielle Bergman

Memories from the 2017 Men’s Spirituality Retreat.

7th graders helping to wrap presents for the Jessica 
Herron Caring & Sharing Adopt-a-Family program.

Religious School T’filah: Pre-k through 3rd grade sitting in 
amphitheater for T’filah.

Assistant Rabbi Sarah DePaolo’s Installation Service.

SHMoFTY Chanukah Party: SHM teens and their friends showing off 
their Chanukah attire.
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WANT TO SEE YOUR SHM MEMORIES HERE? EMAIL PICS, DESCRIPTION, AND NAMES TO ELLE@SHMTEMPLE.ORG!

NEW FACES AT SHM

Welcome Elle Congelliere, our new 
Communications Director! 
Elle is a creative strategist and goal 
advancer who is passionate about creating 
extraordinary brands, growing reputable 
marketing programs, and increasing 
member & community engagement. She 
joined our team in November.  Welcome 
Elle!

SHMoFTY Chanukah Party Havdallah: 9th – 12th Graders singing 
the Havdallah blessings at their Chanukah party.

NFTY SoCal Social Justice Kallah 
SHM teens enjoy a weekend retreat all about Social Justice 

with NFTY SoCal (Above) 
Sam Allcorn, Jennifer Stein, Daylen Degelsmith, Jordan Goldstein, Liana 

Friedman, Reese Flechner, Jordan Shellow, Braden Goldman, Talia Jacnuk

SHM teens getting ready to celebrate Shabbat at NFTY 
SoCal Social Justice Kallah (below left) 

Talia Jacnuk, NFTY Friend, Braden Goldman, Jordan Shellow, Jordan Goldstein, 
Reese Flechner

SHM COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS

NFTY 678: Jenna Flechner, 
Karlie Zuckerman, and 

Avie Horn at the 
NFTY 678 dance party!

MiTY Food Fest: Isaac Evans, Zach Erdosi, Alon Yair, and Sammy 
Slepack create the Western Wall out of candy.
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TORAH STUDY FOR JANUARY

Saturdays at 8:30 am
MEETS: 1/6, 1/13, 1/20, 1/27
SHM MAIN CAMPUS
Each week our Torah portion invites us to search 
our souls for meaning, memories, mitzvah, and 
lessons on how to be a mentsch. 

We read the Torah over and over again each year 
as we gain more insight into its depth. 

Study the weekly Torah portion with our rabbis 
and gain inspiration that will nourish your soul.

NASHIM INFO &  EVENTS 

Nashim means women in  
Hebrew, & NaSHiM is SHM’s 
women’s group.
United under the banner of sisterhood, we 
bring together female-identified SHM members 
from all walks of life. Through our various 
programs we empower women to explore their 
Judaism, their families, their communities, their 
world, and themselves. NaSHiM aims to build 
strong and lasting relationships amongst its 
members, connecting women across a diversity 
of experiences. As a member of the Women of 
Reform Judaism, NaSHiM links the women of 
SHM to the larger Reform Jewish world, and acts 
as a vehicle of outreach to the broader world of 
women and women’s experiences.

Events:
TEAM NASHIM WALKING GROUP, JANUARY 7TH
Meet at SHM and walk from there.
NASHIM EXPLORES LA , JANUARY 21ST
Spend the day in LA, touring historic Jewish sites 
and enjoying delicious delicacies.
BOOK DISCUSSION, JANUARY 24TH
Join your fellow bibliophiles for an engaging 
conversation about Dara Horn’s A Guide for 
the Perplexed. Rabbi DePaolo will guide this 
discussion, highlighting the Jewish elements Horn 
includes in this story of memory and history. 

Summer Shabbat 
Committee
Chair: Charlotte 
Radziminsky
Susan Hinchey
Bob Radus
Donna Pick
Steve Hatch
Louise Beckerman
Stephanie Mitchell
Brandon Mitchell
Liana Friedman
Rachel Harman
Laura Van de Mergel
Andy Rosenstein
Rick Snyder
Lynne Snyder
Ken Perlman
Anastasia Figueroa
Ruby Perlman
Rachel Horn
Chris Allcorn
Lori Reznick

Home Sweet Home 
Committee
Lynne Snyder
Stella Gold
Eve Fudge
Rita Khosrova
Allison Kramsky
Arlene Taslitz
Marcia Labowitz
Dennie Schapiro
Susan Miller

Donna Pick
Rachel Bickford
Sara Chervin
Lennie Myerson
Hope Snyder
Raschel Greenberg
Lynda Wisecup
Charlotte Pinsky
Joy Timsit
Stephanie Mitchell
Gary Greene
Linda Greene
Cherie Creager
Aviva Forster
Herb Malmon
Ruth Shulman
Louise Beckerman
Sheryl Sloate
Valerie Magursky
Linda Davis
Barbara Kaitz 
Sandy Schekman 
Harold Plon
Richard Plon
Bonnie Praver
Olga Dunaevsky
Heidi Duerr
Sara Roberts
Robin Pittluck
Pearl Wasbin
Robin Teincuff
Ellyn Fishman

Welcome New Members
Marcia Solomon

Mazel Tov...
Linda Coss, on the engagement of 
her son, Kevin to Katie Thomson 
Victor & Diane Lindsey on the 
engagement of their daughter, 
Ariel to Justin Macina

Condolences to…
Gladys Wilson, on the passing of 
her brother, Robert Goldberg
Mark Drucker, on the passing of 
his mother, Mary Lynn Drucker
Kenneth Levine, on the passing of 
his mother, Hannah Levine
Linda Abbit, on the passing of her 
aunt, Eleanor Ennis

A special thank you to our 
2017 commitee members!

WOMEN’S SEDER - NEW DATE!

Women’s Seder in March
SUNDAY MARCH 25TH, 2018
Please note that we are changing the date of the 
Women’s Seder from March 18th, 2018 to March 
25th, 2018. Before you prepare for Passover, take 
a break to celebrate the Festival of Freedom with 
other women and Rabbi Sarah DePaolo. You’ll 
make new memories while we recall the past 
during our catered multi-generational Passover 
Seder. Open to women of all faiths.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1

New Year’s Day 
Office Closed

2
2 pm - JFFS Bereavement 

Support Group

No Hebrew School

3
7 pm - Adult Choir

4
11:30 am - Listen to Our 

Leaders with Rusty 
Kennedy

6:30 pm - Temple  
Musicians 

6:30 pm - Executive  
Committee Meeting

7:30 pm - Board of  
Trustees Meeting 

5
7 pm - Family Shabbat  

Service  with Pre-K, K, 1 
& 2 Grade, & Youth Band

6
8:30 am - Torah Study 
10:30 am - B’nai Mitzvah of 

Ben & Tessa Daniels

7
8 am - Religious School
9:30 am - 2nd - 4th Grade 

Family Experience
9:30 am - Team NaSHiM 

Walking Group
9:45 am - Adult B’nai 

Mitzvah
11:45 am - Youth Band/

Musical Theater

8 9
2 pm - JFFS Bereavement 

Support Group 
4:45 pm - Hebrew School
5 pm - 8th - 10th Grade
5 pm - BMC
6 pm - 11 & 12 Grade
7:30 pm - Men’s Spirituality

10
7 pm - Adult Choir
7 pm - Women’s Group

11
6:30 pm - Temple  

Musicians

12
FAMILY RETREAT
SHMoFTY Retreat
7:30 pm - Shabbat Service 

with Adult Choir

13
FAMILY RETREAT
SHMoFTY Retreat 
8:30 am - Torah Study
10 am - Bat Mitzvah of 

Aveline Horn

14
FAMILY RETREAT
SHMoFTY Retreat 
No Religious School

15
Martin Luther King Day
Office Closed

16
2 pm - JFFS Bereavement 

Support Group 
4:45 pm - Hebrew School
6:30 pm - B’nai Mitzvah 

Workshop
6:30 pm - Education Com-

mittee

17
7 pm - Brotherhood Poker 

Night

18
6:30 pm - Temple  

Musicians

19
10 am - Tiny Tots
6 pm - Tot Shabbat Service
7:30 pm Shabbat Service 

with Temple Musicians 
and Mentsch of the 
Quarter

20
8:30 am - Torah Study
10 am - Bat Mizvah of     

Hannah Calderon

21
8 am - Religious School 

with Camp Fair
9:30 am - NaSHiM Trip 

to LA
9:45 am - Adult B’nai 

Mitzvah
11:45 am - Youth Band/

Musical Theater
12 pm - MiTY & Mini 

MiTY Event

22 23
2 pm - JFFS Bereavement 

Support Group 
4:45 pm - Hebrew School 
5 pm - 8th & 9th Grade
5 pm - BMC

24
6:30 pm - NaSHiM Book 

Discussion
7 pm - Adult Choir
7 pm - Women’s Group

25
No Temple Musicians

26
10 am - Tiny Tots
6:30 pm - New Member 

Pre-Neg
7:30 pm - Shabbat Service 

with Friday Night Live 
“Cantor Sings with Kim 
Cohen”

27
8:30 am - Torah Study
10 am - Bar Mizvah of     

Zachary Breuer
7 pm - JiFTY Event

28
8 am - Religious School 

with Pre-K, K Family 
Camp

9:45 am - Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah

11:45 am - Youth Band/
Musical Theater

29 30
2 pm - JFFS Bereavement 

Support Group 
4:45 pm - Hebrew School 

31
7 pm - Adult Choir

JANUARY  2018 
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SCHOOL NEWS

Heather Rosenthal 
Religious School Principal 
The Alpert-Waldman Family  
Education Chair

When I was young, I only went to Jewish sleepaway camp 
for one summer. But what I can tell you is that it was a 
summer I will never forget. What I loved about summer 
camp was meeting new friends, being away from my 
parents, but most importantly, it was being surrounded 
by others that have the same values as me. I grew up in 
Orange County and, like most of our children experience, 
the only Jewish friends I had were through temple. 
Luckily, here at SHM, we have a strong Jewish camp 
presence in a multitude of summer camps in California.

On Sunday, January 21st, SHM will be hosting our annual 
Camp Fair, which is a great opportunity for our students 
and their families to learn more about Jewish summer 
camps (both day camps and sleepaway), as well as 
introduce some new camp offerings. Depending on the 
interests of your child, there is probably a camp that caters 
to their interests. Did you know that there is a new camp, 
Havaya Arts, which focuses on the arts- visual arts, dance 
and movement, music and theater arts? And, there is a 
new URJ 6 Points Sci-Tech West for children interested in 
science and technology. In addition, if your child has been 
to Camp Newman in the past, you might want to learn 

more about where camp will be for this summer as they 
were displaced due to the Santa Rosa fires. These camps 
and so many more will be present on January 21st at our 
annual Camp Fair for you to learn more about what their 
camp offers, and our students will get to interact with 
these camps as well! This is a fun day that your child(ren) 
does not want to miss!

For another Jewish camp experience, join SHM over 
Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend as we head to Camp Hess 
Kramer for our biennial Family Retreat! If you haven’t 
been, you are in for a fun time. Hidden along a Malibu 
beach, you and your family engage in team building 
activities, meaningful prayer and lots of family bonding 
with all who are present. This short stay leaves a lasting 
impression on your child(ren) and the parents have a 
blast, too! I promise! And, if you have a 9th-12th grader, 
we are having a SHMoFTY retreat concurrently at Hess 
Kramer with separate programming from the rest of us! 
If you are interested, there is still room, so register today! 
For pricing details, please visit our website for more 
information.

IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO TALK JEWISH 
CAMP!
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B’nai Mitzvah Students

Tessa Daniels
January 6, 2018
Daughter of Scott and Alissa Daniels
I attend: The Pegasus School
I enjoy: Horseback riding, cooking, and animals.
Mitzvah Project: Donating money to Red Bucket Equine 
Rescue.

Hannah Pelia Calderon
January 20, 2018
Daughter of Fabian and Stacey Calderon
I attend: Rancho Santa Margarita Intermediate School
I enjoy: Reading, Tae Kwon Do, and hanging out
with friends.
Mitzvah Project: Collecting new and used books for the 
CHOC outpatient clinics of Orange County and for ETHAN 
& CHOCO’S BOOK CLUB.

Aveline Horn
January 13, 2018
Daughter of Rachel and Jeffrey Horn
I attend: Mardan School
I enjoy: Raising livestock for 4-H, watching Stranger 
Things, comic super heroes, and visiting National 
Parks.
Mitzvah Project: Avie is raising money for 4-H, a non-
profit organization that teaches leadership and STEM 
skills.  She is raising money for kids who can’t afford to 
purchase an animal for themselves to raise in the animal  
projects.

Ben Daniels
January 6, 2018
Son of Scott and Alissa Daniels
I attend: The Pegasus School
I enjoy: Playing Lacrosse, watching football.
Mitzvah Project: Donating gear and money to Harlem City 
Lacrosse.

YOUTH GROUPS @ SHM
(Register online at shmtemple.org/youth-rsvp or follow the link in 

your email notice. See you there!)

SHMoFTY 9th - 12th Grade    
Teen Retreat at the Family Retreat   
January 12th – 14th   

JiFTY 6th - 8th Grade 
JiFTY on SHMice!
Dress up as your favorite Disney character for a 
night of ice skating!
Saturday, January 27th, 7pm – 9pm

MiTY 5th - 6th Grade  &  Mini MiTY 2nd - 3rd grade
Bowling Bonanza!
Sunday, January 21st, 12pm – 2pm

If you have any questions about  these events or  
about any youth program please contact  

Daylen at daylen@shmtemple.org

Zachary Breuer
January 27, 2018
Son of Greg & Elizabeth Breuer
I attend: Ladera Ranch Middle School
I enjoy: Playing guitar and trumpet, reading, and video 
games.
Mitzvah Project: “A Friend to Read With” - Collecting 
books and stuffed animals to donate to a children’s 
shelter in Orange County.
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Co-Presidents from page 7

The new building continues to progress with 
electrical, rough carpentry, and details falling 
into place.  The monument sign will be installed 
shortly, landscape maintenance along Michelson 
has started.   We continue to track the budget 
for the project, which we credit to very strict 
management of changes and excellent bidding by 
our contractor, KCS West. 

As we mentioned last month - Parking will 
continue to be a bit of a challenge over the 
next few months as we are still using a large 
portion of the lot for construction equipment 
and supplies.  We are looking for volunteers to 
assist with parking for both Shabbat services 
(4 people) and Religious School on Sunday (2 
people).  If you would like to volunteer, please let 
Rachel or me know and we will have you put on 
our list for weekly reminders.  We have overflow 
parking available in the Irvine Lanes parking lot.  
Please make sure you cross at the light wherever 
you park – Michelson is a very fast-moving 
thoroughfare.  We appreciate everyone’s patience 
as we work around this limitation.

Posey & 
Associates

Experienced  
Family Law Practice

www.poseylaw.com

949-582-5115

26451 Crown Valley Pkwy,
Suite 260

Mission Viejo, CA 92691
Joseph Franzi

Attorney at Law

With over 24 years in Family Law Trial practice, our office  
has the solutions you are looking for and  
the strength to see them to completion.

Event Photography  
by Gidon

Over 20 years of experience  
capturing the intimate,  
spontaneous and joyous  

moments of your special day

Gidon Shikler
407.760.5734 • gshikler@gmail.com

www.gidonphoto.com

No matter what legal issues you face, we can help.  By assembling a strong group of 
talented attorneys with diverse backgrounds, Shulman Hodges & Bastian LLP has grown 
from our beginnings as a bankruptcy boutique, to becoming one of Southern California’s 
premiere full-service business law firms.  We have successfully represented a wide range 
of clients in the areas of business formation, bankruptcy, real estate, litigation, and estate 
planning.  So if you are wondering where to turn, we have the talent and expertise to help 
lead you forward.

Litigation
Insolvency & Bankruptcy

Creditors’ Rights
Business Transactions

Estate Planning
Real Estate

We cover all aspects 
of your business 
legal needs, 
big or small . . .

100 Spectrum Center Drive, Suite 600, Irvine, CA  92618   Tel: 949.340.3400  Fax: 949.340.3000 

shbllp.com
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LISTEN TO OUR  
ORANGE COUNTY LEADERS

Rabbi Steinberg will interview these two fascinating people about their careers, their views and their thoughts about the future of our 
County.  There will be time for questions and answers as well.  Bring your lunch and schmooze with the people who make a difference 
in our lives. Unless noted, events will be held at the Kraut Education Center on the SHM Campus, Irvine.

Rusty Kennedy, CEO 
OC Human Relations 
Council
Thursday, January 4th, 11:30 am
Responding to the need for proactive approaches to 
intolerance, discrimination, and intergroup conflict in 
Orange County, Rusty built a wide collaborative of key 
stakeholders in business, education, faith, law enforcement 
and neighborhood communities, creating the nonprofit 
“OC Human Relations Council” in 1991. He developed an 
inclusive, multi-generational, multi-ethnic, skilled board 
and staff to support this nonprofit’s mission, crafted in his 
vision to unite and empower communities and promote 
positive change in Orange County.

David Maggard, Chief 
of Airport Police         
Division (APD)
Sunday, March 11th, 11:30 am
David L. Maggard, Jr., a distinguished 30-year law enforcement 
veteran, was announced in 2016 as the next Chief of Airport 
Police Division (APD). Maggard joined Los Angeles World 
Airports—LAWA—in November 2015 as Assistant Airport 
Police Chief for Operations after 13 years as Chief of Police and 
Director of Public Safety for the City of Irvine, CA, where he led 
450 public safety professionals, implemented an innovative 
personnel deployment model known as Geographic Based 
Policing which serves as a model for other jurisdictions, and 
created a nationally acclaimed Area Traffic Officer program. At 
VNY, he recently worked with tenants to improve security at the 
general aviation airport.

COMMUNITY PR

Join NaSHiM for a day of meaning, memory, and fun in LA. Beginning at 
9:30 am, we will meet at the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust for a 
private docent-led tour, followed by an opportunity to meet and engage in 
dialogue with a Holocaust survivor. Afterwards, we will go across the street 
to The Grove for lunch and shopping. Cost is $10.

Join the Brotherhood for an evening of cards and camaraderie. The fun 
starts at 7:00 pm at David Teincuff’s home. The buy in is $20 with additional 
buy ins availiable till 8:30 pm. 

All players must be current with Brotherhood dues to play ($20 annually). 
Please contact Lindsey Morlan to RSVP and get current on dues.
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TZEDAKAH DONATIONS
Rabbi Steinberg’s Discretionary 
Fund
Gladys Wilson - Thank you for saying kaddish 

for my brother, Robert Goldberg.

Fred Forster & Aviva - Thank you for the 
meaningful service for Simona’s Bat 
Mitzvah & helping her become an adult 
comfortable in her Judaism.

Debbi Gordon - Congratulations to Aaron and 
Rowena Kramer on their wedding.  Thanks 
to Rick for the wonderful ceremony.

Lisa Kitagawa 

Rabbi DePaolo’s Discretionary 
Fund
Ruth Shulman, in memory of Leonard     

Shulman.

Cantor Shikler’s Discretionary 
Fund
Fred & Aviva Forster - Thank you for 

everything you did to prepare our 
granddaughter Simona to become a Bat 
Mitzvah.

General Fund
Wendy & Bruce Gary, in memory of Robert 

Goldberg.

Jon White & Hope Sherwood-White - Mazal 
Tov to Gary and Linda Greene on their new 
granddaughter Mariah!

David & Gail Spivack - Condolences to Bob 
and Jennifer Langer on the passing of Bob’s 
father, Martin Langer.  May his memory be 
for blessing.

David & Gail Spivack - Congratulations to 
Gary and Linda Greene on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Mariah Corinne Morf.

Richard and Dede Drucker, in memory of 
MaryLynn Drucker.

Youth Fund 
Debbie Spielman

Cultural Arts/FNL Fund
Curtis Browne

Nancy Platka

Library Fund
Laurence  Thompson & Maureen, in 

memory of Ruth Ensworth, Libbie Weksler 
Thompson, and Ella Cohodas Weksler

Yahrzeit Fund
Charlotte Pinsky, in memory of Fannie     

Harris. 

Linda Davis, in memory of Lewis Zellman

Marvin Blum, in honor of Betty Blum. On 
the first anniversary of her passing, she is 
remembered with love by all her family and 
friends.

Norman & Adrienne Witkin, in memory of 
Rodney Witkin.

Larry & Debbie Sogolow, in memory of Ed 
Vilim.

Funda & Michael Irvin, in memory of Yiksel 
Saydam.

Harold & Richard Plon, in memory of Fredric 
Plon.

Harold & Richard Plon, in memory of

Samuel Plon.

Eleanor Weinstein, in memory of Gertrude 
Buckman (Mother), Alfred Buckman 
(Father), Dr. Gerald Weinstein (Husband).

David & Denise Schapiro, in memory of Harry 
Schapiro, Father of David Schapiro.

Rick & Marcey Alpert, in memory of Abe 
Alpert.

Edward & Sara Pulwer, in memory of Rose 
Lelowski.

Jay & Erin Rindenau, in memory of Chaya 
Rindenau - we miss you.

Phil & Debbi Ferentz, in memory of 
my father, Wallace Ferentz. Always 
remembered, always missed.

Connie & Ted O’Connor, in loving memory of 
my parents, Stan and Maxine Greenblatt, 
taken way too young.

Connie & Ted O’Connor, in loving memory of 
my Grandpa Izzie, Isadore Greenblatt.

Jessica Herron Fund
Beshert Chavurah 

Jay Herron & Dana Klein

Jackie Michaels

Meg English

Maura Fleming

Barbara Hines

Aaron & Toni Rios

Jerry & Michele Silver

Kara Jacobs

Ken & Hope Snyder

Hal Stern & Hara Waldman

Jack & Shelli Diamond

James & Judith Fleming

Michael & Jayne Ruane

Vincent Gonzales & Libby Frolichman

Robert & Jennifer Lander

Joseph Kaplan

Dona Novack

Jane & Matthew Brenner

Rick Edwards & Anne Kanter-Edwards

Sam Smetana

Jordon & Lisa Steinberg

Susan Bender

Mark & Kristen Perlmutter 

Nancy Platka

David & Randi Outwater

Larry & Bonnie Bann

Michael & Ilana Rosenberg

Henry & Judith Coopersmith

Deborah Granow

Lydia Su & Jerry Tang

Arie & Ilana Goldberg

Robert & Barbara Kaitz

Howard Serbin & Michele Carmeli

Benjamin & Judy Hubbard

Barbara King, in memory of In Jessica Herron, 
Bernie King, & my beloved parents.

Barbara King, in memory of In Bernie King.

Barbara King & Marc Cohen, in memory of  
my beloved parents.

Mel & Sue Roth 

Connie & Ted O’Connor 

Daniel & Sandra Perlmutter 

Dan & Lisa Kassel

Paul & Allison Kramsky

Russell Pyne

Kismet Collins

Lori & Dave Bechok

Amy Neterer, in memory of Jessica Herron, 
Jessica will always and forever be in our 
hearts and minds.

Caryn & Dan Altman

Lorette Sarrafzadeh

Beth & Aaron Sher

Carol Maylan

Anne & Patrick Dunn

Annette & David Weil

Loralee Sheridan

Pac International
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2018 GALA NEWS
The Gala is just around the corner! How can you help you may ask? 
You are invited to consider:
  •  Offer lessons in golf, yoga, piano, guitar, Hebrew, wherever your talents lie   •  Work in a restaurant?  Would they donate a gift card?

  •  Have a home in Palm Springs?  Would you donate a week?     •  Are you a chef? How about a home party cooking lesson?

  •  Got season tickets to a sporting event or theater?  Want to share a few?   •  Own a duffy boat?  A duffy cruise with wine is always popular.

  •  Are you a fireman? Would your station donate a tour maybe with dinner for a family? •  Are you a policeman?  Can you donate a day ride along?

  •  You might have a jeweler who would consider a donation if asked.   •  Do you own a car dealership …ok maybe now we are going too far!

Love to hear from you! Please do not hesistate to contact us via email.
Lois Jacobs – LoisJ5@aol.com  &  Wendy Gary – wendyhgary@cox.net
2018 Auction Committee        *** No chazerai, tchotchkes or mishegas please!***

Help us create a book of photo memories for our beloved Cantor Shikler!
Our hope is that you will submit pictures to include in the album. These can be of you and your family, but it would also be great 
if you have ones that include Arie. For example, weddings, b’nai mitzvah, Chavurah events, SHM activities, etc... Please include a 

short description of the event, date and names, if possible. The book will be presented to Cantor Shikler at the gala.
There are two ways to send us your photos - 

1) Email a jpeg. to sshatzen@cox.net or 2) Bring a hard copy to the temple office which we will scan and return the original to you. 

Please complete the bottom of this form and include it with your photo submission:

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CUT OR TEAR HERE---------------

NAME:  ___________________________________________            

PHONE NUMBER/EMAIL ________________________________

FULL PAGE ($100) ______ (UP TO 4 PHOTOS)   HALF PAGE ($50)______ (UP TO 2 PHOTOS)   

NUMBER OF PHOTOS SUBMITTED ______

CHECK ENCLOSED PAYABLE TO CONG. SHM ____  OR CREDIT CARD ON FILE____

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS FEBRUARY 28, 2018 
Questions?: Please contact Barbara Elter by email at bgelter@cox.net  or at  714-392-3013 

Here are a few sample ideas for you to consider:

  FULL PAGE            HALF PAGE      COLLAGE (FULL PAGE ONLY)
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Tzedakah Contributions 
Please enclose contribution and mail with this form to the Temple office. 

(Minimum $10.00 per name or occasion)

Donation Given by: Acknowledgment sent to:

Name___________________________________ Name ________________________________

Address_________________________________ Address ______________________________

City/Zip:________________________________ City/Zip: _____________________________

Amount of Donation $______________    r Check      r Credit Card on file

r Visa/MC ___________________________________ Exp.___________

r In Honor of ____________________________________________________________________

r In Memory of  __________________________________________________________________

r Special Occasion ________________________________________________________________

r Other _________________________________________________________________________

Please apply my contribution to the following special fund(s):

Other Donation  
Opportunities

r Memorial Board $360 per name

r Tree of Life $180 per name

r Prayer book Fund $35 per book
Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot has many Sanctuary and 

Facility Giving and Naming Opportunities. Please contact 

the Temple office for further information.

What is AmazonSmile? 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support 
your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost 
to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact 
same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience 
as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a 
portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. 
You can choose from nearly one million organizations to support. 

How do I shop at AmazonSmile? 

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the 
web browser on your computer or mobile device. You may also want 
to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to 
return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile. 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable dona-
tions? 

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for 
donations. You will see eligible products marked “Eligible for 
AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring 
Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription renewals are not 
currently eligible. 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. 
Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby registry, and other 
account settings are also the same. 

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shop-
ping on AmazonSmile? 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, you need to 
select a charitable organization to receive donations from eligible 
purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selec-
tion, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com 
will result in a donation. 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

3652 Michelson Drive • Irvine, CA 92612
(949) 857-2226 ph

SHIR HA-MA’ALOT
C O N G R E G A T I O N

r Alex Zeleznick Children’s Fund

r Campership Fund

r Cantor Shikler’s Disc. Fund

r Cultural Arts/Friday Night Live! Fund

r Elana Frenkel Memorial School & Youth Fund

r Florence Ruth King Chesed Fund

r General Fund

r Jessica Herron Adopt-a-Family Fund

r Library Fund

r Oneg Shabbat Fund

r Prayer Book Fund

r Rabbi DePaolo’s Disc. Fund

r Rabbi Steinberg’s Disc. Fund

r Ritual (Jerry Jacobs) Fund

r Special Events Fund (Aaron & Brock Silverstein)

r Todd Evan Ross School Fund

r Yahrzeit Fund

r Youth Group Fund


