
Join Us for These Events & Much More!

Shabbat Service with guest, 
Dr. Zakyi Ibrahim, “Islam”
Friday, March 10th at 7:30 pm

Shabbat Service with guest, 
Dr. Gurpreet Ahuja, “Sikhism”
Friday, March 17th at 7:30 pm

NaSHiM: Mah Jongg & Mimosas
Wednesday, March 8th at 6:30 pm
Home of Jamie Evans

Purim Masquerade Ball 
at Bowers Museum
Saturday, March 11th at 6:00 pm

Friday Night Live! Shabbat Service 
“The Nature of Religion”
Friday, March 31st at 7:30 pm

March 2017  ●  Adar ~ Nissan 5777

 A  L I F E T I M E  O F  B E L O N G I N G

Shabbat Services / Torah Study
Mormon Center, 23 Lake Road, Irvine

Tuesday night Hebrew & High School
Back Bay Conference Center (above Irvine Lanes)

3415 Michelson, Irvine

Sunday Religious School
Tarbut V’Torah Lower School Campus

5200 Bonita Canyon Rd, Irvine

CHECK THE TEMPLE WEBSITE 
CALENDAR FOR EVENT LOCATIONS

Celebrating Faith at SHM

osas
pm

00 pm

the Ma alotthe Ma alot’  
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Executive Committee

Beth Carroll
Co-president

Rachel Harman
Co-president

Sharon Blindell
Past President

Heath Liner
Treasurer

Mickey Gubman
Secretary

Charlotte Radziminsky
1st Vice-President

Carole Frankel
2nd Vice-President

Rod Stern
3rd Vice-President/Legal

Board Members
Marty Hart
Jamie Evans
David Susson
Lisa Monette
Bob Yonowitz
Eileen Lenson
Karen Brutman
Jerry Silver
Linda Greene
Ellen Winters Miller
Debra Goldman
Rob Fleishman
Raschel Greenberg
Teri Bassman
David Teincuff
Laura Van de Merghel
Stephanie Mitchell
Bob Radus

Brotherhood
David Teincuff, Co-President
Brandon Mitchell, Co-president

NaSHiM (SHM Women)
Katherine Liner, Co-Chair
Jamie Evans, Co-Chair

Rabbi Richard M. Steinberg
THE RONA PERLEY MEMORIAL SENIOR RABBINIC CHAIR

Rabbi Leah Lewis
RABBI AND DIRECTOR OF LIFELONG LEARNING

THE JAFFE FAMILY RABBINIC CHAIR

Cantor Arië Manela Shikler
THE HOLLANDER FAMILY CANTORIAL CHAIR

Beth Shikler, M.S.
THE LOEB FAMILY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHAIR

Stacy Bleiweis, M.B.A.
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Heather Rosenthal, M.A., Ed.
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

THE ALPERT-WALDMAN FAMILY EDUCATION CHAIR

Lindsey Morlan, M.A.
OFFICE MANAGER/ASSISTANT TO 

RABBI STEINBERG AND CANTOR SHIKLER

Jordan Pelavin
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH ENGAGEMENT

Kat Key Entzminger
ASSISTANT TO RABBI LEWIS & EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Lynne Koffl  er
BOOKKEEPER

Lynda Cline
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR/GRAPHIC DESIGN

Rabbi Bernie King, z”l
FOUNDING RABBI

Friday, March 3rd
• 7 pm: Family Shabbat Service with Youth 

Band and Pre-K, Kindergarten, & 1st 
Grade Participation

Friday, March 10th
• 7:30 pm: Shabbat Service with Adult Choir 

& guest, Dr. Zakyi Ibrahim, “Islam”

Friday, March 17th
• 6:30 pm: Tot Shabbat Service
• 7 pm: Teen Shabbat (Grades 8-12) at Rabbi 

Lewis’ home
• 7:30 pm: Shabbat Service with Temple 

Musicians & guest, Dr. Gurpreet Ahuja 
“Sikhism”

Friday, March 24th
• 7:30 pm: Shabbat Service

Friday, March 31st
• 7:30 pm: Friday Night Live! Shabbat 

Service, “The Nature of Religion”

SHABBAT SERVICES ~ MARCH 2017
All Shabbat Services will be held at the Mormon Center, 23 Lake Drive, Irvine

the Ma alotthe Ma alot’  
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I write this article not about politics, but about 
what politics is doing to us as a people.  Let 
me tell you what I mean. I heard a rabbinic 
colleague tell me that a woman came to see 
her in tears recently because her mother had 
literally disowned her because of her political 
views and who she voted for.  The vitriol with 
which people speak to one another online 
and even in person blows my mind.  It is as 
if niceties and common decency have died.  
Friendships have ended because a person 
cannot believe a friend might have a different 
opinion than theirs.  The friend feels that 
allowing such a person into one’s fold makes 
them vulnerable and this is not tolerable to 
certain people.   

One real loss from the climate today is that 
we can’t even talk with each other anymore.  
Everyone is so entrenched in his or her point 
of view, not only are they not willing to listen 
to the other side; they can’t even tolerate it.  
When people do actually speak, they speak 
past each other.  We see this in Congress—no 
one actually speaks to the other anymore.  
How can anything get done if we don’t even 
have the patience or bandwidth to open our 
ears to hear where another person is coming 
from?  

But this is not about politicians—this is about 
us. More than who is president or who is in 
Congress, more than our representatives, 
what are we going to do about us?  If we can’t 
talk to each other, we can’t communicate and 
therefore we can’t be in relationships.  

There is more to people than just their 
political views.  Our politics don’t define our 
whole essence.  Yes, in some ways it speaks 
to our value system and our virtues, but not 
totally.  We would do well to see people as 
more than just some particular parts, but see 
their whole being. 

FROM OUR SENIOR RABBI

The Jewish Approach to Conflicting Views:

There are two main schools of thought found 
in the Talmud.  One school of thought comes 
from the House of Rabbi Hillel and the other 
from the House of Rabbi Shammai.

The Talmud states: “For three years, the 
House of Hillel and the House of Shammai 
argued. One said, ‘The halakha (Jewish Law) is 
according us,’ and the other said, ‘The halakha 
is according us.’  A Heavenly Voice spoke: “Hillel 
and Shammai are both the words of the Living 
God, but the halakha is according to the House 
of Hillel.”

“A question was raised: Since the Heavenly 
Voice declared: ‘Both these and those are the 
words of the Living God,’ why was the halakha 
established to follow only the opinion of 
Hillel?” 

“It is because the students of Hillel were kind 
and gracious. They taught their own ideas 
as well as the ideas from the students of 
Shammai. Not only for this reason, but they 
went so far as to teach Shammai’s opinions 
first.” 

In other words, they listened to each other and 
were able to hear what the other person was 
saying.  They may not have agreed but even in 
their disagreement, they were respectful.

Sadly, today such behavior is a scarce quantity.

Teacher and Pardes CEO, Rabbi Daniel Roth 
writes, “Scholars of conflict resolution have 
often referred to the relationship between 
Hillel and Shammai as the quintessential 
Jewish model of constructive conflict or 
machloket l’shem shamayim (dispute for 
the sake of Heaven).  Thriving communities 
approximately two thousand years ago, Hillel 
and Shammai represented two dominant 
conflicting Jewish schools of thought, both 
considered ‘the words of the living God.’ 

POLITICS ARE KILLING US

Despite their sharp differences of opinion, the 
two groups are often described as succeeding 
in maintaining strong peaceful relationships, 
respectfully disagreeing with one another, 
and continuing to marry into one another’s 
families.”

To be sure, the prophetic voices in our Judaism 
are real and pointed, declaring that we 
must speak truth to power.  We hear such 
voices call out for righteous protest and civil 
disobedience. But the key words here are 
“righteous” and “civil” and I am not speaking 
of any political issue or politician (although 
protest and disobedience has its place for sure 
in American society), I am speaking about 
how we speak to each other.  The tone of our 
conversations lack nuance or appreciation 
that someone else might have a different 
view of things.  Being Jewish is all about 
being opinionated (old joke:  When there are 
two Jews, you have three opinions.).  We are 
encouraged to have our voices heard, but not 
at the expense  or drowning of other voices.  
We are commanded to wrestle with subjects 

Rabbi Richard Steinberg
The Rona Perley Memorial 

Senior Rabbinic Chair

Continued on page 5
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FROM OUR CANTOR

On the fourteenth of Adar 5777, we’ll 
celebrate Purim.  Purim falls on the twelfth 
of March this year a day after our Gala. We 
are commanded to be happy and increase 
happiness during the month of Adar. Why are 
we so happy? Well, for many reasons. When 
you look back at the long history that we Jews 
have enjoyed thank God, you won’t find many 
other people who are still around from 3500 
years ago. Many nations came and went.

The Assyrians, Babylonians, Egyptians, 
Philistines, Moabites, Amonites, and Romans 
just to name a few are all gone. We Jews are 
still around, celebrating our holidays and 
traditions as usual. We survived some of the 
worst atrocities and genocide attempts that 
humans can impose on other humans, yet we 
are still here. On Purim we are celebrating our 
survival in old Persia from the evil mind of 
Haman.

It was not the first time we faced annihilation. 
On the way from Egypt to the promised land 
we escaped Pharaoh’s army as we crossed the 
Red Sea and later the Amalek nation on the 
way to the promised land. “Zachor Et Asher 
Asah Lecha Amalek BaDerech Betzetchem 

MiMitzrayim” (Remember what Amalek did to 
you on your way out of Egypt! Deuteronomy 
25:17).

The Shabbat before Purim is called “Zachor” 
and we are commanded to read and remember 
what Amalek did as they attacked the rear of 
the Jewish caravan in the desert targeting the 
old, the young and the tired, the weak and the 
helpless. The Torah tells us to remember it in 
our heart but to “erase” Amalek’s name from 
the face of the earth. Haman is considered a 
descendant of Amalek, and so is Hitler. In fact 
every time his name is mentioned we add 
“Yimach Sh’mo” (let his name be erased).

Purim means casting lots, and Haman used 
it to decide on which day he would have the 
Jews killed. He was rolling the dice to pick up 
the date. Hitler used numbers too. He had 
them tattooed on our people’s arms to reduce 
them from human beings to numbers.

Judaism inspired by the Torah teaches us to 
treat people in a humane way even if they 
are enemies. In the Passover Seder we dip our 
finger in the wineglass ten times as we read 
about the plagues the Egyptians endured. We 
believe that every human was created in the 
image of God—something Amalek and his 
descendants ignore. We are required to treat 
orphans, widows and the strangers like we 
want to be treated. When we don’t, we open 
the door to evil.

So on Purim we remind all Amaleks that we 
are here to stay, we are real. We celebrate 
with wine and spirits and we party! At the end 
of the Book of Esther, Mordechai leaves the 
palace with a crown on his head, dressed in 
fine linens. He is second only to the king, just 
like Joseph was to the Pharaoh.

Esther and Mordechai put the story into a 
scroll and sent the duplicates to all the Jews 

under the kingdom with instructions to 
observe Purim once a year in Adar and to read 
the megilah. The whole story of Purim covers 
a period of nine days and although God is not 
mentioned in the scroll, God is there all the 
time.

Let us hope that soon in our time the Amaleks 
of the world will be no more. We keep praying 
for peace and tranquility here, in Israel and 
the whole world.

Happy Purim!

 HAPPY PURIM: CELEBRATING 

OUR PERSEVERANCE 

Cantor Arie Shikler
The Hollander Family Cantorial Chair

Jessica Herron 
Sharing & Caring for 
Passover at SHM!
Please join us in helping needy 
Jewish families celebrate Passover 
by donating grocery store gift cards, 
cash or checks. Contributions to the 
Jessica Herron Fund at the temple 
are encouraged. Any amount is 
appreciated. All donations are tax 
deductible.

If you are interested in participating 
in this season’s Jessica Herron Sharing 
& Caring drive, please let us know. 
Please note the following contact 
information and deadlines to get 
involved: Contact Barbara King 
(frombking@cox.net) by 
Sunday, April 2nd
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FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE! SHABBAT SERVICE

The Nature The Nature 
of Religionof Religion

Friday, March 31st at 7:30 pm
(at Mormon Center, 23 Lake Drive, Irvine)

Music is a powerful tool for evoking the inner 
space within which transformative prayer can 
happen. The ancients knew this, and music 
was a big part of the ancient temple ritual.

This service features congregational melodies 
and eclectic, contemporary music which com-
pliment the creative service booklet compiled 
by Cantor Shikler, specifi cally for this service.

and be vigorous in our intellectual pursuits, but not at the expense 
demeaning others or their points of view.

Certainly, we must fight for what we believe but if the fighting 
leaves others wounded or relationships dead, then for what 
purpose was the fight (again—I am not speaking of politics but of 
how we speak to each other)?  Think of the mother who disowned 
her daughter—was that really worth it?

We would do well to remember the Talmudic example of Hillel—to 
be kind and gracious, to teach (understand) the other point of view 
and acknowledge that that either informs me, emboldens me or 
changes me, but it doesn’t hurt me to hear it in a respectful way.

Our democracy is an adversarial process—that is how it was 
designed.  But adversaries do not have to be enemies.  Maybe they 
do in Congress, but they don’t have to be at the dinner table or at 
the oneg or at the workplace.  We can agree to disagree with each 
other and still be friends.  

On a personal note, if and when a person disagrees with me, I invite 
you to call me or email me so that we might have a conversation.  
We may not agree in the end, but I can promise I will respect 
your point of view.  I promise I will take your point of view into 
consideration and I can promise it will inform how I think in the 
future, one way or another.  And lastly, I will appreciate the fact 
that you reached out to me in respect and thoughtfulness so that 
we could continue to be in healthy relationship with each other.

Rabbi Steinberg from page 3

Business for Sale!
European style Jewelry, Gift, 

and Accessory Boutique 
in downtown Laguna Beach

Call 949.306.7700
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• Enjoy Dinner & Drinks
• Dancing to Live Music
• Costumes Optional/

Masks Encouraged
• Support SHM Honorees
• Partake in Silent Auction 

& other Fundraising 
Opportunities

Bowers Museum
2002 North Main Street

Santa Ana, CA

Saturday, 
March 11, 2017 

at 6:00pm

Wendy Gary Toni Rios Jerry Silver Lisa Monette

rsvp by February 17th 
online at www.shmtemple.org

or contact the Office at 949-857-2226

Please join us…SHM’s gala fundraiser honoring

tickets are 
$175 per person
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“Modern Jewish Woman” – this was the theme 
of our 1st SHM Women’s retreat in January.  It 
was my tremendous pleasure to join about 
25 of my female SHM family members for this 
beautiful weekend in the mountains.  First 
and foremost, a huge thank you to Rabbi 
Lewis for leading insightful programming 
and for the Nashim committee members who 
brought this weekend together.  The weekend 
was a wonderful time to get away, take a 
break, look inward and get to know to know 
this lovely group of Nashim women.  I thought 
I would take the time to share some of the 
insight I took away from the weekend:

We all are the product of the experiences 
and challenges of those that came before 
us.  Looking back at the experience of 
our mothers, grandmothers, and great-
grandmothers helps us understand and 
appreciate how we developed into the Jewish 
women we are today and what kind of legacy 
we want to leave for our own children.  I 
realized I am the product of grandmothers 
who were quite different in their Jewish 
experience.  One who was born and raised in 
the US and the other an immigrant.  Jewish 
in our family was not just a religion but an 
identity, an ethnicity.  While I did not come 
away from my childhood with the ability or 
desire to make traditional foods like gefilte 
fish or kreplach that my grandmother made, 
I did come away with that sense of “Jewish” as 
a part of my identity.  I realized that just like 
my parents, I have made the majority of my 
social and community life a “Jewish” life.  
I have followed their lead by making our 
Jewish community our extended family, 
becoming involved and active in my 
synagogue and raising my kids to be active 
members of our community.

FROM OUR CO-PRESIDENTS

MODERN JEWISH WOMAN
BY RACHEL HARMAN

We are our own harshest critics and need 
to become our own cheerleaders. As proud 
as I am that I have instilled in my kids a 
very strong sense of Jewish community I 
still manage to have guilt that I have not 
done enough.  Truth be told, we do not light 
Shabbat candles every Friday – often because 
we are rushing out the door to get to temple 
on time, but sometimes just because after 
a long hectic week, we go out for dinner.  I 
have taught my daughter to make latkes, 
but that is about the extent of my “Jewish” 
cooking repertoire.  My list of things I don’t 
do, things I have guilt about could go on and 
on – but what I took away from the Nashim 
weekend, was to let some of that go.  Being a 
“modern Jewish woman” means that we can 
make choices, choices that our grandmothers 
may not have had the opportunity to make.   
If my grandmother had had the option to 
buy gefilte fish in the jar – would she have 
still spent all day making it or would she 
have made the choice to spend her day doing 
something else?  If my grandmother knew I 
don’t even like gefilte fish what would she 
even think?  

As a modern woman – I am career driven, I 
am a doctor, a self-sufficient single mom.  As 
a modern Jewish woman – I have the honor 
of serving as my synagogue co-president 
and the privilege to have a woman as one 
of my Rabbis.  We live in a world where all 
these things are possibilities, but as women 
we don’t always give ourselves credit for the 
strides we have made. We somehow expect 
that we should be able to have all of these 
modern roles and still manage to get dinner 
on the table, Shabbat candles lit, and chicken 
soup on the stove.  Sharing with this amazing 
group of women at the Nashim weekend gave 

Beth Carroll & 
Rachel Harman

Temple Co-Presidents

me a little perspective, it’s nice to know that 
we do have a cheer squad in other women.  
Women who understand these challenges of 
wanting to do it all, and reminding us to find 
contentment and satisfaction in the choices 
we each make.

As time goes by, our perspective, our priorities, 
and our challenges change and evolve.  
Through it all as women we can support 
each other, cheer each other on, offer help 
and support.  I only hope that my daughter 
has even more doors open to her, even more 
opportunity to make choices about what she 
wants to be, what she wants to accomplish.  I 
hope she will have amazing friends to cheer 
her on, ease her guilt if it arises, and provide 
support for her choices.  And, I do hope that 
she at least passes on the latkes to her own 
children.  We live in an amazing time, where 
women have choices and a voice – they are our 
choices to make and our voice to make heard.   
As a community of women, particularly of 
Jewish women, we need to remember to cheer 
on those choices and celebrate our voices. 

Thank you again to Rabbi Lewis and the 
Nashim women for creating this very special 
weekend, I cannot wait for the next one!
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Welcome 
New Members

Michael & Amy Stoll
Daniel & Jennifer Bensoul

Mazel Tov to…
Jennifer & Ian Silvers on the birth of 
their daughter, Makenna Paige

Condolences to…
Rochelle Ambersound on the death 
of her uncle, Dr. Arnold Bregman

Shoshana Segelman on the death of 
her husband, Marvin

Debra & Michael Borden on the death 
of their in-law, Michael Pincus

Mentsch of the Quarter
Friday, April 14th, 7:30 pm

Stella Gold
Stella Gold is a one of 
a kind mentsch.  She is 
a person whose spirit 
matches her actions 
and vice versa.  She 
is motivated by an 

internal goodness that demonstrates itself in 
word, deed and expression.  Stella volunteers 
in our office and helped us tremendously 
with our move and she does so with a smile 
on her face, lighting up the whole office 
whenever she is there.  Her joy transcends 
and brings a sense of fulfillment to all.  She is 
the essence of a mentsch.

Shabbat Service with guest, 
Dr. Zakyi Ibrahim, “Islam”
Friday, March 10th at 7:30 pm 
Dr. Zayi Ibrahim is an Associate Professor of Comparative 
Religion at CSU, Fullerton. He teaches courses in all aspects of 
Islam (including Qur’anic studies, History and Development 
of Islamic Thought, Classical and Contemporary Islam), 
Method of Studying Religion, Word Religions, and African 
and African-American Religions and Spirituality.

Celebrating Faith at SHM

Shabbat Service with guest, 
Dr. Gurpreet Ahuja, “Sikhism” 
Friday, March 17th at 7:30 pm 
Dr. Ahuja is actively involved in the Orange County 
community, and serves on the Board of Directors of the 
American Red Cross-Orange County chapter, as well as the 
OC Human Relations Council. He is active in the county’s 
interfaith community, working to foster understanding and 
dialogue. In addition, he serves on the Medical Executive 
Committee of Children’s Hospital of Orange County.

Building Program Update–January 2017

Demolition has Begun!

A “Holy” Temple. The interior of our existing  building has been gutted  and 
the old Administration wing is removed. Check in here as we bring you 
progress updates.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
6:45 pm - Adult Choir

2
6:30 pm - Temple 

Musicians

3
(Friday night services are now 

at 23 Lake Road, Irvine)

7 pm - Family Shabbat 
Service with Youth Band 
and Pre-K, K & 1st Grade 
Participation

4
8:30 am - Torah Study
9 am - Bat Mitzvah of 

Emma McNatt
11:15 am - Bar Mitzvah of 

Jake Rothman

5
(Religious School is at 

TVT Lower Campus)

8 am - Early Hebrew 
Chavurah

9:15 am - Judaica Classes
9:30 am - Executive 

Committee Meeting
9:30 am - God, Faith & 

Jewish Identity, “God 
and Suff ering”

11:30 am - Youth Band
12:30 pm - SHMoFTY Event 

with OCTY
1 pm - MiTY Event
6 pm - JiFTY Dinner at 

Rubys

6 7
(Back Bay Conference Center 

above the Irvine Lanes)

4:45 pm - Hebrew School
5 pm - BMC 

Bowling at Irvine Lanes

(Rabbi Steinberg’s home)

7:30 pm - Board of 
Trustees Meeting

8
6:45 pm - Adult Choir

9
6:30 pm - Temple 

Musicians

10
(Friday night services are now 

at 23 Lake Road, Irvine)

7:30 pm - Shabbat Service 
with Adult Choir and 
guest, Dr. Zakyi Ibrahim 
“Islam”

11
8:30 am - Torah Study
6 pm - SHMoFTY: Dinner & 

Escape Room Adventure!

6:00 pm 
2017 Purim 

Masquerade Ball 
Gala Fundraiser at 
Bowers Museum

12
Purim

(Back Bay Conference Center 

above the Irvine Lanes)

9 am - Purim Shpiel
10 am - Purim Carnival at 

Boomers!

13 14
(Back Bay Conference Center 

above the Irvine Lanes)

4:45 pm - Hebrew School
5 pm - 8th-10th Grade
6:30 pm - 11th & 12th 

Grade 
7:30 pm - SHMoFTY Board 

Meeting
7:30 pm - Men’s Spirituality 

Group

15 16
6:30 pm - Brotherhood: 

March Madness
6:30 pm - Temple 

Musicians

17
(Friday night services are now 

at 23 Lake Road, Irvine)

6:30 pm - Tot Shabbat 
Service

7 pm - Teen Shabbat 
(Grades 8-12) at home 
of Rabbi Lewis

7:30 pm - Shabbat Service 
with Temple Musicians 
and guest, Dr. Gurpreet 
Ahuja “Sikhism”

18
8:30 am - Torah Study

19
Religious School is at 

TVT Lower Campus)

8 am - Early Hebrew 
Chavurah

8 am - 2nd, 3rd & 4th 
Grade Off site Family Day

9:15 am - Judaica Classes
9:15 am - Season of Mussar 

II Advanced Program
11:30 am - Youth Band

20 21
Back Bay Conference Center 

above the Irvine Lanes)

4:45 pm - Hebrew School
6:30 pm - Board of 

Education Meeting

22
6:45 pm - Adult Choir

23 24
(Friday night services are now 

at 23 Lake Road, Irvine)

7:30 pm - Shabbat Service

25
8:30 am - Torah Study

26
(Religious School is at 

TVT Lower Campus)

8 am - Early Hebrew 
Chavurah

9:15 am - Judaica Classes
11:30 am - Youth Band

27 28
(Back Bay Conference Center 

above the Irvine Lanes)

4:45 pm - Hebrew School
5 pm - 8th & 9th Grade
6:30 pm - Brit Tikvah

29
6:45 pm - Adult Choir

30
6:30 pm - Temple 

Musicians

31
(Friday night services are now 

at 23 Lake Road, Irvine)

7:30 pm - Friday Night 
Live! Shabbat Service, 
“Nature of Religion”

MARCH 2017 



 10   MARCH  2017  MEMORY • MITZVAH • MENTSCH MAKING • MAKING MEANING

SCHOOL NEWS

On Saturday nights as we prepare to extinguish 
the bright flame of the havdallah candle, we 
say a blessing over the separation that is about 
to occur.  HaMavdil bein kodesh l’chol, we say, 
blessing God as the One who separates and 
divides the sacred time of Shabbat from the more 
mundane, creative time of the rest of the week.  
In those moments, we recognize that separation 
and division, though difficult (who doesn’t 
want to hold on to a day set apart from the 
chaotic schedules we keep all week long?!), are 
an unavoidable part of the cycle of time.  Thus, 
they should be worthy of blessing.  Judaism begs 
us to do everything in our power to endure the 
divisions in our lives with sacred purpose.

Sadly, we are living through a time in which there 
are deep divides all around us, and these divides 
are anything but sacred.  With the presidential 
campaign, the election and the inauguration 
from afar, and with the conversations in 
schools, neighborhoods, on social media and in 
workplaces up close, the divisions are deep and 
too often hostile.  In recent months, I have spoken 
with numerous parents who have expressed 
a sense of bewilderment because, given the 
hostility, they don’t know what to say to their 
children.  

Whether you find yourself on one end of the 
political spectrum or the other, or whether you 
are somewhere in the middle, there is a common 
desire to reassure our children that their country, 
their neighborhoods and they themselves are 

HOW TO SPEAK WITH CHILDREN ABOUT 

THESE DIVIDED TIMES 

Rabbi Leah Lewis
The Jaff e Family Rabbinic Chair

going to be okay.  I am confident that with all 
that divides us, among the things we all share in 
common is a desire for the next generation to feel 
secure and at peace.

So what can we say to the children, who are 
growing up during these uncertain times, that 
can provide them with at least a modicum of 
direction?  Judaism is clear, and its answer is best 
summed up in a teaching from Proverbs.  “Ner 
Adonai nishmat Adam,” “The candle of God is in 
every human soul.”  This means that God shines 
through all of us.  God shines through those who 
agree with our own perspectives and through 
those who do not.  God shines through those who 
are involved in the rapidly changing political and 
social atmosphere and through those who are 
not.  God shines through those who are kind and 
respectful toward us as well as through those who 
are not particularly kind.  

If we can only remember to look for that light 
when we walk out our doors each morning and 
experience every encounter, then we—children 
and adults alike—will be doing our part to bring 
peace and security to our world.  Ultimately, 
Judaism challenges us to be kind.

While some would shrug this notion off as obvious 
or overly simple, I believe firmly that while being 
kind is simple in theory, in practice, it becomes 
more and more challenging every day.  When 
the headlines that ‘sell’ are the stories in which 
shouting and public shaming and even violence 
prevail—simply because people disagree with 
each other—being kind is not easy.  When a 
simple mouse click or tablet tap enables us to 
‘defriend’ people with whom we disagree, being 
kind can be tough.  And when others in our 
community are unkind to us because of the way we 
look, the language we speak, the way we voted or 
any other trait that makes us unique, being kind is 
anything but simple. 

So what can we say to our children during these 
unsettling times?  We can remind them that there 
is, in every human being, the light of God.  It is our 
job to see it and allow ourselves to be brightened 
by it.  If they can be kind, especially when being 
kind is not so easy, they can be a source of 
inspiration to the rest of us to do the same.  Then, 
the future will be just a little bit brighter, more 
peaceful and worthy of blessing

Buy your wristbands online today!
(for ages 2-18) @ www.shmtemple.org

Wristbands $25 each ($30 day of carnival)

Includes unlimited games & attractions. Does not include 
food or beverages. Buy them online by March 9th. 

Come celebrate with Queen Esther! 

Purim at Boomers!
Sunday, March 12th

Shpiel at 9:00 am (Back Bay Conf Center)

Followed by Parade of Costumes to

Carnival at Boomers
10:00 am to 12:00 pm

carnival fun at Boomers!!!

go karts rock wall

Laser tag batting cages

bumper boats 

sidewinder

miniature golf

flame thrower

blue faced video games

king arthur’s carnival
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IRVINE HEBREW 
DAY SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE TOUR 
Thursday, January 19th at 11:00am

RSVP: info@irvinehebrewday.org

ENROLLING 
Kindergarten-4th grade
• Inquiry-Based Experiential Learning
• Meaningful & In-Depth Jewish Learning
• Highest Standards for Academic Achievement
• “Positive Discipline” Philosophy

(949) 478-6818
www.irvinehebrewday.org

Experience
Innovative
Education

(949) 478-6818
Visit our website: www.irvinehebrewday.org

Emma McNatt
March 4, 2017
Daughter of Tom & Robin McNatt

I attend: Tarbut V’Torah

I enjoy: Dance, art, reading, shopping

Mitzvah Project: CHOC toy drive and volunteered 

at Foster Family Holiday Party

RABBI BERNIE KING MITZVAH PROJECTS 

YOUTH GROUPS @ SHM
(Register online at shmtemple.org/eventsrsvp or 

follow the link in your email notice. See you there!)

SHMoFTY 9th–12th Grade Youth Group

Co-Run with OCTY   Sunday, March 5th at Temple 
Beth Sholom

Dinner & Escape Room Adventure!

Saturday, March 11th, 6 pm–9pm
Join SHMoFTY for a night of mystery and fun, with a Purim twist! Dinner, 
an escape room, and lots of fun games await!

JiFTY 6th–8th Grade Youth Group

Dinner at Ruby’s Diner
Sunday, March 5th, 6 pm–9 pm
Meet your JiFTY friends at Ruby’s Diner on Barranca in Irvine for dinner, 
laughter and a fabulous time. 

MiTY 4th & 5th Grade Youth Group

MITY Jumps at Rockin’ Jump OC in Santa Ana
Sunday, March 5th, 1 pm –3 pm
Meet your MiTY friends at the ultimate trampoline park, Rockin’ Jump for 
an afternoon of soaring in open jump arenas, playing trampoline dodge 
ball, and doing fl ips and somersaults at the stunt air bag. Watch your 
email for registration information.

BMC Bowling!    Tuesday, March 7th, 5–6:15 pm
Join us for the next round of BMC Bowling! B’nai Mitzvah 
Chavurah is our chance for 7th graders to hang out and 
socialize. We’ll provide the bowling and snacks, see you there!

Teen Shabbat (Grades 8-12) at the home of 
Rabbi Lewis     Friday, March 17th at 7 pm

If you have any questions about  these events or about any youth 
program please contact Jordan at jordan@shmtemple.org

Event Photography 
by Gidon

Over 20 years of experience 
capturing the intimate, 
spontaneous and joyous 

moments of your special day

Gidon Shikler
407.760.5734 • gshikler@gmail.com

www.gidonphoto.com

Jake Rothman
March 4, 2017
Son of Leslie & Andy Rothman

I attend: Sowers Middle School

I enjoy: Golf, basketball, music, art

Mitzvah Project: Collected money for Homeless Shower 

Program in Long Beach and volunteered for Second 

Harvest Food Bank



 12   MARCH  2017  MEMORY • MITZVAH • MENTSCH MAKING • MAKING MEANING

NaSHiM: SHM Women
Mah Jongg & Mimosas

Wednesday, March 8th, 6:30 pm
at the home of Jamie Evans

Whether you are an experienced player or 
a total novice, join with SHM Women for an 
evening of play. An experienced instructor 

will be on hand to teach any beginners.

No fee for the event. RSVP online at 
www.shmtemple.org or call the temple 

at 949-857-2226 by March 6th

Please join us
6th Annual Women's Seder

Sunday, April 2, 2017 
4:00 in the afternoon

at Woman's Club of Laguna Beach
During this year as we celebrate faith and 

relationships, consider bringing a guest–a Jewish 
woman or a woman of another religion–to join you.

The programming is geared toward ages 5 and above.

RSVP by March 23rd to the Temple at 949-857-2226 
or respond online at www.shmtemple.org

C O N G R E G A T I O N  S H I RR  H A M A A L O T
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 CONGREGATION SHIR HA-MA’ALOT  
AT AIPAC POLICY CONFERENCE  
IN WASHINGTON, D.C.  
LED BY RABBI RICHARD STEINBERG 

 

 

Rabbi Steinberg will be leading a 
group of SHM members to the  
2017 AIPAC Policy Conference 

3.26.17 to 3.28.17 
Please let us know if you are planning to attend WE ARE 

GOING TO 
WASHINGTON, 

D.C. 

March 26–28, 2017 

Contact Lindsey Morlan at lmorlan@shmtemple.org for more information 

 

AIPAC  
POLICY CONFERENCE 

LEARN 
LEAD 
LOBBY  

Snacks and beverages will be provided. 
RSVP to the Temple offi  ce at 949-857-2226 
or online at www.shmtemple.org by 3/14

Contact David Teincuff  at david@logos2life.com 
for more information & location

BROTHERHOOD: 

MARCH MADNESS
THURSDAY, MARCH 16TH 
at 6:00 PM
Get together with your temple brothers and your 
brackets for an evening of college basketball and 
friendship. It doesn’t get any better than this!

ADULT LEARNING

Torah Study 
with Rabbi Steinberg and Rabbi Lewis
Saturdays at 8:30 am
(at the Mormon Center, 23 Lake Rd)

Meets: 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25
Each week our Torah portion invites us to search 
our souls for meaning, memories, mitzvah, and 
lessons on how to be a mentsch. We read the 
Torah over and over again each year as we gain 
more insight into its depth. Study the weekly 
Torah portion with the Rabbis and gain inspira-
tion that will nourish your soul.

Season of Mussar II: 
Advanced Program 
Facilitated by Rabbi Lewis

Sundays at 9:15 am

Meets: March 19th
At this higher level, more advanced Mussar 
practices are added to the program. The middot 
covered in “A Season of Mussar II” are Patience, 
Forgiveness, Simplicity, Loving Kindness, 
Strength, and Faith. $150 per person. Register 
online at www.shmtemple.org or call the temple 
at 949-857-2226.

God, Faith & Jewish Identity 
with Rabbi Steinberg and Rabbi Lewis

Sunday, March 5th at 9:30 am

“God and Suffering”

Sunday, April 2nd at 9:30 am

“Atheism and Judaism”
Examining the blessings of religion is not purely 
an intellectual exercise. Join with rabbis Stein-
berg and Lewis for these sessions which will 
raise profoundly religious questions in a manner 
that challenges the mind and the spirit with the 
context of Jewish thought.

Sunday Speaker Series

Rabbi Lawrence Seidman 
“Post-Denominational Judaism”
Sunday, April 23rd at 9:30 am 

Rabbi Seidman’s decision to be a rabbi was motivated 
by a desire to use his analytical skills and innovation to 
served the Jewish community on a professional level. He 
is dedicated to being a rational rabbi, combining Jewish 

tradition with modern thought.
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No matter what legal issues you face, we can help.  By assembling a strong group of 
talented attorneys with diverse backgrounds, Shulman Hodges & Bastian LLP has grown 
from our beginnings as a bankruptcy boutique, to becoming one of Southern California’s 
premiere full-service business law firms.  We have successfully represented a wide range 
of clients in the areas of business formation, bankruptcy, real estate, litigation, and estate 
planning.  So if you are wondering where to turn, we have the talent and expertise to help 
lead you forward.

Litigation
Insolvency & Bankruptcy

Creditors’ Rights
Business Transactions

Estate Planning
Real Estate

We cover all aspects 
of your business 
legal needs, 
big or small . . .

lead you forward.

100 Spectrum Center Drive, Suite 600, Irvine, CA  92618   Tel: 949.340.3400  Fax: 949.340.3000 

shbllp.com

Shir Ha-MaÊalot Temple Member

Shabbat Service with guest, 
President Tait Eyre, “Mormonism” 
Friday, April 14th at 7:30 pm 
Tait L. Eyre is currently serving as the Stake President 
for the Irvine California Stake of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints (7 congregations and 

approximately 2,200 members). He has also served as a Bishop of a 
congregation in Irvine and as a missionary in the Ireland Dublin Mission 
(1987-1989). President Eyre served 5 years in the US Army as an officer 
and Apache helicopter pilot. He received an M.B.A. from Duke University 
and a B.S. in Molecular Biology from Brigham Young University.

Shabbat Service with guest, 
Dr. Rachel Korazim
Friday, April 21st at 7:30 pm 
As a teacher at some of Israel’s most distinguished 
education institutions, Dr. rachel Korazim will 
bring her incredible insights on early Zionism, the 

Holocaust, and Israeli poetry. Born in Israel, Dr. Korazim is a graduate of 
Haifa University with a Ph.D. in Jewish Education and has vast experience 
in Jewish education and curriculum development, both in Israel and 
the Diaspora.
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TZEDAKAH DONATIONS
RABBI STEINBERG’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
Robbie & Barry Rosenberg in honor of 
Cookie Soland’s “milestone” birthday

Sharon Fleck in memory of my mother, 
Bett y Jean Blum

Lori Schwartz, thank you for your support 
during my mom’s recent surgeries

Michael Halpern in honor of your ti me and 
thoughtf ulness

Marci Franklin, congratulati ons to 
Sharon Blindell on earning the Bob Wolf 
Community Service Award

Dan & Helene Frainer in memory of 
Ray Leister

Dr. Marvin Blum & Family, thank you for the 
beauti ful service at Bett y Blum’s funeral

CANTOR SHIKLER’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
Michael Halpern in honor of your ti me and 

thoughtf ulness
Marci Franklin, congratulati ons to Sharon 
Blindell on earning the Bob Wolf Commu-
nity Service Award

CULTURAL ARTS/FNL FUND
xxx

GENERAL FUND
Bruce Gary in memory of my father, 

Max Gary
Lori Schwartz in honor of Sylvia Schwartz 

and her new hip
Louisa Arnold tzedakah donati on
Patrick & Toby Schlup, congratulati ons to 

Marc & Rebecca Trachtman on the B’nai 
Mitzvah of their children, Seth, Jake and 
Isabella

JESSICA HERRON SHARING  CARING 
FUND
Shelli Diamond in memory of Jessica Herron
RITUAL (JERRY JACOBS) FUND
Lois Jacobs in memory of Bessie Kaplan and 

Sadie Birquist
Lois Jacobs in memory of Jerry Jacobs

YOUTH GROUP FUND
Debbie Spielman in memory of 

Sarah Spielman

YAHRZEIT FUND
Jon White & Hope Sherwood White in 

memory of Helen Sherwood Burka
Jon White & Hope Sherwood White in 

memory of Robert White
Jon White & Hope Sherwood White in 

memory of Elizabeth White
Sid Kuperberg in memory of Herman 
Kuperberg and Michael Gillman

Norman Einhorn in memory of Isador 
Einhorn

Reva Einhorn in memory of Shirley Schrager
Laurie & Daniel Katz in memory of Marvin 

Segelman
Katherine Liner in memory of Eva Klima
Shelli Diamond in memory of Roy Smith
Jack Diamond in memory of Elaine 

Diamond and Sid Diamond
Loralee Sheridan in memory of Naomi & 

Victor Sharrow
Gladys Wilson in memory of Rachel 
Goldberg

Janet Lawrence & Family in memory of 
Samuel Bernstein

Greg Berkowitz & Family in memory of 
Estrellita Berkowitz

Barbara Kaitz in memory of Eva Feingold
Ilene Soland in memory of Jeanett e 

Mannison
Sandy Schekman in memory of my beloved 

dad, George Spiegel
Harriet Malmon in memory of 
Charles Newman

Sondra Berman in memory of David Yuspeh
Anatoly Berman in memory of Anna 
Berman

Michael Borden in memory of 
Aaron Borden

Alain Basto in memory of Santi ago Basto

Adrienne Witkin in memory of 
Len Goldsmith

John Tharp in memory of Paul McCullough
Andrea Weinstein in memory of Arline 

Dubow
Miriam Birnkrant in memory of Harold 
Birnkrant

David & Jill Sheer in memory of Arthur 
Schmidman and Thomas Schmidman

Rick Alpert in memory of Russell Fox and 
Bernard Alpert

Laurie & Daniel Kaitz in memory of Marvin 
Segelman

Lois Garcia in memory of my grandmother, 
Edith Block

Bob & Nancy Wolf in memory of my dear 
uncle, Nathan Schine

Marcia Labowitz in memory of Robert & 
Sylvia Malin

Sonya Shvartsman in memory of Liza Kuper-
man

Richard Plon in memory of Ruth Plon
Peter Cohen in memory of Said Cohen
Dr. Marvin Blum & Family in memory of 

Lawrence Blum 

Cantor Shikler   

SAVE THE DATE
2017 Cantor’s Concert 

SATURDAY
JUNE 10JUNE 10THTH  
AT 7:00 PMAT 7:00 PM

 

Sings the Blues

CCCaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnntttttttttttoooooooooorrrrrrrrrr ssssssssssssssssss CCCCCCCCCCoooooooooonnnnnnnnnccccccccccccceeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrtt
in support of FNL!
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Tzedakah Contributions
Please enclose contribution and mail with this form to the Temple offi  ce.

(Minimum $10.00 per name or occasion)

Donation Given by: Acknowledgment sent to:

Name___________________________________ Name ________________________________

Address_________________________________ Address ______________________________

City/Zip:________________________________ City/Zip: _____________________________

Amount of Donation $______________     Check       Credit Card on fi le

 Visa/MC ___________________________________ Exp.___________

 In Honor of ____________________________________________________________________

 In Memory of  __________________________________________________________________

 Special Occasion ________________________________________________________________

 Other _________________________________________________________________________

Please apply my contribution to the following special fund(s):

Other Donation 
Opportunities

Memorial Board $360 per name

Tree of Life $180 per name

Prayer book Fund $35 per book

Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot has 
many Sanctuary and Facility Giving 
and Naming Opportunities. Please 
contact the Temple offi ce for further 
information.

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

3652 Michelson Drive • Irvine, CA 92612
(949) 857-2226 ph

SHIR HAMA’ALOT
C O N G R E G A T I O N

 Alex Zeleznick Children’s Fund

 Campership Fund

 Cantor Shikler’s Disc. Fund

 Cultural Arts/Friday Night Live! Fund

 Elana Frenkel Memorial School & Youth Fund

 Florence Ruth King Chesed Fund

 General Fund

 Jessica Herron Adopt-a-Family Fund

 Library Fund

 Oneg Shabbat Fund

 Prayer Book Fund

 Rabbi Lewis’ Disc. Fund

 Rabbi Steinberg’s Disc. Fund

 Ritual (Jerry Jacobs) Fund

 Special Events Fund (Aaron & Brock Silverstein)

 Todd Evan Ross School Fund

 Yahrzeit Fund

 Youth Group Fund

New Location for SHM 

Clergy & Staff 
We are settled into our temporary 

offi  ces in Newport Beach. This is only 

our physical location, all mail still 

gets sent to the Michelson address.

4000 MacArthur Blvd.

East Building, 6th Floor

Newport Beach, CA 92660

You can enter the complex from 

either MacArthur or Jamboree. We 

recommend Jamboree (turn onto 

Koll) as there are 20 free parking 

spaces in front of the building. The 

phone number is still 949-857-2226


