
Join Us for These Events & Much More!

Shabbat Service with guest, 
President Tait Eyre, “Mormonism”
Friday, April 14th at 7:30 pm

Jessica Herron Sharing & Caring for Passover
Donations accepted through April 18th

Chai Society: Tea Time at 
Rabbi Steinberg’s home
Wednesday, April 19th at 3:00 pm 

Yom Ha-Shoah Service 
Holocaust Remembrance Day
Sunday, April 23rd at 5:30 pm

Yom HaAtzmaut Celebration 
in the Park!
Sunday, April 30th at 10:00 am 
at Mason Regional Park

April 2017  ●  Nissan ~ Iyar 5777

 A  L I F E T I M E  O F  B E L O N G I N G

Shabbat Services / Torah Study
Mormon Center, 23 Lake Road, Irvine

Tuesday night Hebrew & High School
Back Bay Conference Center (above Irvine Lanes)

3415 Michelson, Irvine

Sunday Religious School
Tarbut V’Torah Lower School Campus

5200 Bonita Canyon Rd, Irvine

CHECK THE TEMPLE WEBSITE 
CALENDAR FOR EVENT LOCATIONS Share a Seder with your 

SHM friends

Contact the temple offi  ce by 
April 4th if you have room at 

your table to host or would like 
to join a seder. You can register 

online at shmtemple.org

the Ma alotthe Ma alot’  
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Heath Liner
Treasurer

Mickey Gubman
Secretary

Charlotte Radziminsky
1st Vice-President

Carole Frankel
2nd Vice-President

Rod Stern
3rd Vice-President/Legal

Board Members
Marty Hart
Jamie Evans
David Susson
Lisa Monette
Bob Yonowitz
Eileen Lenson
Karen Brutman
Jerry Silver
Linda Greene
Ellen Winters Miller
Debra Goldman
Rob Fleishman
Raschel Greenberg
Teri Bassman
David Teincuff
Laura Van de Merghel
Stephanie Mitchell
Bob Radus

Brotherhood
David Teincuff, Co-President
Brandon Mitchell, Co-president

NaSHiM (SHM Women)
Katherine Liner, Co-Chair
Jamie Evans, Co-Chair

Rabbi Richard M. Steinberg
THE RONA PERLEY MEMORIAL SENIOR RABBINIC CHAIR

Rabbi Leah Lewis
RABBI AND DIRECTOR OF LIFELONG LEARNING

THE JAFFE FAMILY RABBINIC CHAIR

Cantor Arië Manela Shikler
THE HOLLANDER FAMILY CANTORIAL CHAIR

Beth Shikler, M.S.
THE LOEB FAMILY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHAIR

Stacy Bleiweis, M.B.A.
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Heather Rosenthal, M.A., Ed.
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

THE ALPERT-WALDMAN FAMILY EDUCATION CHAIR

Lindsey Morlan, M.A.
OFFICE MANAGER/ASSISTANT TO 

RABBI STEINBERG AND CANTOR SHIKLER

Jordan Pelavin
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH ENGAGEMENT

Kat Key Entzminger
ASSISTANT TO RABBI LEWIS & EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Lynne Koffl  er
BOOKKEEPER

Lynda Cline
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR/GRAPHIC DESIGN

Rabbi Bernie King, z”l
FOUNDING RABBI

Friday, April 7th
• 7 pm: Family Shabbat Service with Youth 

Band and 2nd & 5th Grade Participation

Friday, April 14th 
• 7:30 pm: Shabbat Service with Mentch of 

the Quarter and guest, President Tait Eyre, 
“Mormonism”

Friday, April 21st
• 6:30 pm: Tot Shabbat Service
• 7:30 pm: Shabbat Service with Temple 

Musicians & guest, Dr. Rachel Korazim

Friday, April 28th
• 7:30 pm: Friday Night Live! Shabbat 

Service, “Better Times to Come”

SHABBAT SERVICES ~ APRIL 2017
All Shabbat Services will be held at the Mormon Center, 23 Lake Drive, Irvine

the Ma alotthe Ma alot’  



A  L I F E T I M E  O F  B E L O N G I N G   APRIL  2017    3  

The Talmud, our Jewish book of law and 
commentary, teaches us there are things we can 
do for which the reward is beyond any material 
thing—the act is the reward itself.  

The Talmud teaches, “These are the obligations 
without measure, whose reward too is without 
measure.

1. To honor mother and father,

2. To do deeds of love and kindness,

3. To attend the house of study daily,

4. To welcome the stranger,

5. To visit the sick,

6. To rejoice with bride and groom,

7. To console the bereaved,

8. To pray with sincerity,

9. To make peace between a man and 
his fellow,

10.  For the study of Torah is equal to them all 
(because it leads to them all).
(b. Shabbat 127a)

Living a life of meaning and depth requires us to 
live in relationship to other people.  This list of 
sacred actions from the Talmud is an excellent 
guide on how we might approach the different 
relationships in our lives.  But the question is 
how?  How do we do it?  Let me suggest some 
very simply ways of partaking in these holy acts

1. To honor mother and father

Honoring mother and father is difficult for 
some and easy for others.  Mitzvahs are often 
mitzvahs because they are challenging, 
otherwise they would be suggestions and not 
commandments.  So for those with a fractious 
relationship with their parents, one can be 
thankful that these people gave you life and 
brought you into this world.  If this is the only 
thing, it is still the greatest thing.

For those whose relationship with their parents 
is good or somewhat good, honoring their 
lives with your interest is one simple way of 
sharing your “honor.”  Make it a weekly routine 

FROM OUR SENIOR RABBI

to reach out to your parents—even if the 
communication is short—the fact that the call 
was made will make a huge difference.  

“Honoring” can be challenging at times, but 
it’s calling is great and it is reward is beyond 
measure.

2. To do deeds of love and kindness

We must attempt to live in a way that is 
consistent with our best selves.  Living 
consciously to do right by people is the 
cornerstone of being Jewish.  Every morning, 
we would do well to remind ourselves to do one 
conscious act of love and one conscious act of 
kindness and the world will be that much better 
on that particular day.  Decide to do it and it will 
be done.

3. To attend the house of study daily

You see, modern day rabbis did not invent 
the idea of guilting people to come to Temple 
for even the Talmudic rabbis were on top of 
it.  Seriously, how do we know “how to be” 
Jewish or how “to do” Jewish if we don’t learn 
about Judaism?  When the yearly catalogue is 
distributed, please sit as a family and mark on 
to your calendar the classes, services and events 
that most interest you.  One has a better chance 
of attending if it has been on the calendar a long 
time, rather than simply deciding to attend that 
afternoon of the event.  Trust me…this method 
works and you will find yourself at temple more, 
not less.

4. To welcome the stranger

Our Board of Trustees discusses constantly how 
we might continue to be warm and welcoming, 
especially at services (particularly at the Oneg).  
As the beginning of this passages states, these 
mitzvah rewards are beyond measure.  When a 
person makes another feel good, connected and 
cared for, the power of that experience is beyond 
words.  Martin Buber, the great philosopher 
of the 20th Century, said that God is found 
in relationships.  If you want to bring God to 
Temple, reach out to another person beyond 

IT’S EASY TO DO GOOD

hello—step away from your friends and do the 
mitzvah of making another friend.  The reward is 
beyond measure.

5. To visit the sick

This mitzvah can take many forms and I can 
guarantee that any form one chooses will be 
remembered by the patient for the rest of their 
lives.  If you hear some has taken ill—call them, 
email them, write them a note, send a card or 
actually pay a visit.  Do not say, “Would you like 
me to come visit you?”  But rather say, “When 
would be a good time for me to visit you?”  Most 
patients will say, “Don’t bother.”  Bother and 
go anyway.  The Talmud also tells us that every 
time we visit a person who is sick, we take away 
1/60th of their pain.  Be a nudnick and visit 
those who are ill.  It truly makes a difference.

6. To rejoice with bride and groom

We Jews love to party—we love celebrating 
the passage of time and the milestone events 
of our lives.  A wedding, in which a new family 
is created, is a remarkable thing to witness.  A 
friend of mine told me the following.  She said, 
“Rick, we spend enough time in our lives going 
to funerals.  When there is a simcha, a joyous 

Rabbi Richard Steinberg
The Rona Perley Memorial 

Senior Rabbinic Chair

Continued on page 12
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FROM OUR RABBI & DIRECTOR OF LIFELONG LEARNING

“When a day passes, it is no longer there.  
What remains of it?  Nothing more than 
a story.  If stories weren’t told or books 
weren’t written, humans would live like 
the beasts, only for the day.”

Reb Zebulun said, “Today we live, but 
by tomorrow today will be a story.  The 
whole world, all human life, is one long 
story.”

Children are as puzzled by passing 
time as grownups.  What happens to a 
day once it is gone?  Where are all our 
yesterdays with their joys and sorrows?  
Literature helps us remember the past 
with its many moods.  To the storyteller 
yesterday is still here as are the years 
and decades gone by.

In stories time does not vanish.  Neither 
do people and animals.  For the writer 
and his readers, all creatures go on living 
forever.  What happened long ago is still 
present.

These words, penned by the Nobel Prize 
laureate, Isaac Bashevis Singer, may not have 
been intended as a lesson specifically for this 

season, but in this month when our calendar 
emphasizes storytelling, there is a profound 
message that resonates beyond time.  As we 
sit around seder tables in the coming days, 
it will be our task to tell the story so that we 
can appreciate that the Exodus is, indeed, still 
present.

I have never understood the Exodus as history.  
History is a study of the past.  It is a thing 
of the intellect.  And while it is essential to 
learn as we grow and develop as productive, 
thinking members of society, history alone 
cannot have a significant impact on the way 
that we, living in the present, think and 
behave.  In its very name, it is ‘his-story,’ not 
ours.  

Memory, on the other hand, is formative.  It 
is personal, ‘me-mory’.  It impacts the people 
we are and the way we behave.  That is why 
memory, as created through storytelling, is so 
central to the Passover experience.  

Year after year, we are taught that we should 
tell the story of the Exodus from Egypt.  “Once 
we were slaves and now we are free,” the 
Haggadah states.  Historically, this statement 
is inaccurate since I did not actually have the 
experience of slavery in Egypt and a crossing 
over to freedom.  But when we make this 
claim from a position of memory, we are 
reminded that the lessons of the Exodus 
are all of ours because our people had this 
experience.  We know what it means to be the 
oppressed strangers and because of this, not 
only do we not oppress the strangers in our 
midst, but we are obligated to stand up when 
we see them being oppressed.

It is worth noting that in Hebrew, there is no 
word for ‘history,’ other than historia, a Hebrew 
adaptation of the English (with Greek origins).  
Needless to say, historia does not appear in our 

sacred texts.  Some form of the word zikaron, 
the Hebrew for memory, on the other hand, 
appears more than 300 times in the Hebrew 
Bible (TaNaKh).  Judaism wants us to have an 
understanding of the past that exists not only 
in the mind, but at the very core of our being.

‘B’chol dor va’dor chayav adam lirot atzmo k’ilu 
hu yatza miMitzrayim,’ says the Haggadah, 
‘In every generation we are obligated to see 
ourselves as if we went forth from Egypt.’ In 
every generation, we are obligated to tell the 
stories so that they become part of us and 
affect us – so that they become part of our 
memory.

This Passover let us all tell the stories so that 
we can be strengthened in our resolve to stand 
up for the countless vulnerable populations 
that are oppressed in our world today.  Their 
stories are ours and when they reach their 
promised lands, so too will we, as responsible 
human beings, reach ours.

MEMORY, NOT HISTORY

Rabbi Leah Lewis
The Jaff e Family Rabbinic Chair
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Please join us
6th Annual Women's Seder

Sunday, April 2, 2017 
4:00 in the afternoon

at Woman's Club of Laguna Beach
During this year as we celebrate faith and 

relationships, consider bringing a guest–a Jewish 
woman or a woman of another religion–to join you.

The programming is geared toward ages 5 and above.

RSVP by March 23rd to the Temple at 949-857-2226 
or respond online at www.shmtemple.org

C O N G R E G A T I O N  S H I RR  H A M A A L O T

Mentsch of the Quarter
Friday, April 14th, 7:30 pm

Stella Gold
Stella Gold is a one of 
a kind mentsch.  She is 
a person whose spirit 
matches her actions 
and vice versa.  She 
is motivated by an 

internal goodness that demonstrates itself in 
word, deed and expression.  Stella volunteers 
in our office and helped us tremendously 
with our move and she does so with a smile 
on her face, lighting up the whole office 
whenever she is there.  Her joy transcends 
and brings a sense of fulfillment to all.  She is 
the essence of a mentsch.

Living Room Learning  at the home of 

Rabbi Leah Lewis

Thursday, April 27th at 6:30 pm

This program, designed for women, will cover timely issues, 
concerns, and topics in a safe, intimate, and warm environment. No 
fee, however registration is requested so that we may know how 
many to expect. RSVP online at www.shmtemple.org or call the 
temple office at 949-857-2226.

Chai Society: Tea Time with 

Rabbi Steinberg at his home

Wednesday, April 19th at 3:00 pm

Join with your Chai Society friends at Rabbi Steinberg’s home for a 
traditional afternoon tea. Visit and catch 
up with the group. No fee, however 
registration is appreciated so that we 
know how many to expect. Register 
online at www.shmtemple.org or call 
the temple office at 949-857-2226.
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FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE! SHABBAT SERVICE

BETTER TIMES TO BETTER TIMES TO 
COMECOME

Friday, April 28th at 7:30 pm
(at Mormon Center, 23 Lake Drive, Irvine)

Music is a powerful tool for evoking the inner space 
within which transformative prayer can happen. The 
ancients knew this, and music was a big part of the 
ancient temple ritual.

This service features congregational melodies and 
eclectic, contemporary music which compliment the 
creative service booklet compiled by Cantor Shikler, 
specifi cally for this service.

Cantor Shikler   

SAVE THE DATE
2017 Cantor’s Concert 

SATURDAY
JUNE 10JUNE 10THTH  
AT 7:00 PMAT 7:00 PM

Sings the Blues

CCCaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnntttttttttttoooooooooorrrrrrrrr ssssssssssssssssss CCCCCCCCCCoooooooooonnnnnnnnnccccccccccccceeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrtt
in support of FNL!
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January 2017 marked the start of major 
demolition work in our Building Project.  
The entire Admin wing of the building was 
demolished and removed.  The sanctuary will 
be morphing into a more intimate chapel, so 
everything was removed from there as well.  
There really is very little of the building that is 
untouched by the de-construction process as 
we prepare to remodel our existing building 
and build the new sanctuary and social hall 
as well as reorient the entire property around 
a spiritual campus for our Shir Ha-Ma’alot 
family.

To continue with a theme of “there is 
never a dull moment” in our project, we 
determined that we would not be able to 
come to final agreement on Guaranteed 
Maximum Price (GMP) with our General 
Contractor.  There were too many gaps 
between us in subcontractor bids, terms, and 
how we wanted to run the project.  While 
we continued to make progress with the 
demolition, getting the grader lined up, and 
ordering steel (a very important long lead 
time item), two things happened – it rained 
and rained and rained AND we conducted a 
search for a new General Contractor for our 
Building Project.  

We were pleased to have had some very 
talented and reputable firms interested in 
bidding on our job.  We have chosen KCS West 
Construction, a division of Kajima Corporation.  
Kajima has been in the construction industry 
since 1840, and in the US market since 
1961.  All of the people working with us on 
the project have extensive experience in 
construction, including private non-profit 
experience.  Even before our Memorandum of 
Understanding was inked, the KCS West team 

FROM OUR CO-PRESIDENTS

WHEN IT RAINS, IT POURS!
BUILDING UPDATE BY BETH CARROLL

was hard at work planning the balance of our 
project, getting a deeper understanding of our 
project, discussing details with Gafcon (project 
management), domos studios (architect) and 
our SHM team.  They are eager, professional, 
polished, understand our constraints and 
already working with subs and suppliers to 
keep our momentum going.

While the trailer and sign on the fence will 
change to KCS West, the job is still the same – 
be the firm that helps us realize the dream of 
an amazing home for our congregation.  Work 
continues as we began planning the Furniture, 
Fixtures and Equipment that is not part of 
construction, but is part of our overall project.  
This includes the myriad of tables, chairs, 
desks, bulletin boards, trash cans – you name 
it, we are planning for all the non-fixed items 
needed to make the building move-in-ready.  
This work is done in conjunction with domus 
studios, our architects, so that the things we 
bring into the building are consistent with 
the design themes.  It’s like the icing on the 
cake…and really exciting to get started.

I mentioned the rain..while we all know 
that California really needed the rain, we 
were wishing for a 5 acre umbrella to be over 
our property to keep our soil dry.  This wish 
was not granted, so   the rain caused a bit 
of a hiccup – grading waits for the soil to be 
dryer in order to achieve the desired results.  
Purchasing fill soil also is a dry weather 
activity.  There was a huge flood in the lower 
parking lot that we affectionately dubbed 
“Lake SHM” that also was not conducive 
to demo or other activities.  Work has not 
stopped completely as interior disassembly, 
packing of preserved items (stained glass, the 
ark, etc.) all continued despite weather and as 

Beth Carroll & 
Rachel Harman

Temple Co-Presidents

soon as the parking lot flood abated enough 
for ingress and egress from the property.

Some questions you may have:

1. Will we be in the new building by 
High Holy Days?  At this point, we have 
determined that we will not be able to open 
the new facility by High Holy Days.  We had 
a very aggressive plan with our original 
contractor and the delay due to changing 
firms, as well as the delay caused by the 
rain, will make the occupancy of the new 
facility for High Holy Days out of reach.  We 
are currently exploring  options for the 
holidays and will communicate venues, 
schedules, and volunteer opportunities for 
ushering and greeting in plenty of time for 
everyone to make their plans.

2. Will the remodel be completed by the 
start of school?  We are optimistic that 
school next year will start in our newly 
remodeled facility.  This is dependent 
on several factors including obtaining a 
certificate of occupancy in time, but at this 
point we are planning on being able to use 
the school, chapel, atrium, coffee shop, and 
offices within the remodeled building.  

Continued on page 15
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Maya Abelowitz
April 1, 2017
Daughter of Sima & Steven Abelowitz

I attend: Tarbut V’Torah

I enjoy: Dance, having fun with friends, movies

Mitzvah Project: Volunteered for FIDF

RABBI BERNIE KING MITZVAH PROJECTS 

YOUTH GROUPS @ SHM
(Register online at shmtemple.org/eventsrsvp or follow the link 

in your email notice. See you there!)

SHMoFTY 9th–12th Grade Youth Group

Mystery Bus Ride!  Sat, April 22nd, 6 pm–9 pm
Come join us for a night that is sure to be one to remember! Meet in 
the Boomer’s parking lot for a 6 pm departure and a night of fun and 
surprises. $30 if you register by 4/2 and $35 after.

NFTY SoCal Spring Kallah: April 28th–30th
Join us for a weekend retreat for high school students from all over 
Southern California. A weekend of teen led immersive programing and 
lots of fun. To register, go to southerncalifornia.nfty.org

JiFTY 6th–8th Grade Youth Group

NFTY SoCal 678 Spring Kallah: Saturday, April 1st
Join us for an awesome day connecting with Jewish middle schoolers 
from all over Southern California. Expect awesome programs, song 
sessions, dinner and lots of new friends. 
To register, go to southerncalifornia.nfty.org

MiTY 4th & 5th Grade Youth Group

Picnic & Games at Las Lomas Park, Irvine
Sunday, April 2nd, 1 pm –3 pm
Meet at Las Lomas Park for an afternoon of games and fun! Board games, 
card games, and lots of running around. We’ll have a picnic and have lots 
of fun! $15 per person

Mini-MiTY 2nd & 3rd Grade Youth Group

Scavenger Hunt! Sunday, April 23rd, 1 pm –3 pm
Let’s go to Irvine Spectrum and see what we can fi nd! We’ll race around 
the mall to try and spot all kinds of kooky things. $15.00 per person

BMC Bowling!   Tuesday, April 18th, 5–6:15 pm
Join us for the next round of BMC Bowling! B’nai Mitzvah 
Chavurah is our chance for 7th graders to hang out and 
socialize. We’ll provide the bowling and snacks, see you there!

Jr. Congregation (Grades 3-7) 
at the home of Paula Greenberger  (call the temple for the address)   
Friday, April 28th at 7 pm

If you have any questions about  these events or about any youth 
program please contact Jordan at jordan@shmtemple.org

Reid Isaacs
April 8, 2017
Son of Shannon & David Isaacs

I attend:Tarbut v’Torah

I enjoy: Video games, friends, basketball, my cat Sidney

Mitzvah Project: “Donation for Dogs”

Ryan Saywitz
April 29, 2017
Son of Barry Saywitz and Andrea Gonzalez

I attend: Corona del Mar Middle School

I enjoy: Tennis, golf, art, traveling

Mitzvah Project: Volunteered at Cat Protection Society 

working with homeless animals

Event Photography 
by Gidon

Over 20 years of experience 
capturing the intimate, 
spontaneous and joyous 

moments of your special day

Gidon Shikler
407.760.5734 • gshikler@gmail.com

www.gidonphoto.com
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SCHOOL NEWS

On Sunday, March 12th, our synagogue celebrated Purim in Harry Potter style! 
We gathered at Hogwarts (aka Back Bay Conference Center) for a shpiel like no 
other, where Hester Potter (Esther) taught us a valuable lesson about being 
proud of who we are. While Voldemort (Haman) was trying to ban the Jews from 
playing Quidditch, Mordechai Hagrid made sure to tell Hester to stand up for who 
she is and that it is “cool to be Jewish”. After our lively shpiel, we paraded over to 
Boomer’s where SHM took over the entire park. It was a great Purim carnival and 
fun was had by all!

PURIM SHM STYLE!

Heather Rosenthal
Religious School Principal

The Alpert-Waldman Family 

Education Chair
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ADULT LEARNING

Torah Study 
with Rabbi Steinberg and Rabbi Lewis
Saturdays at 8:30 am
(at the Mormon Center, 23 Lake Rd)

Meets: 4/1, 4/8, 4/15, 4/22 & 
4/29
Each week our Torah portion invites us to search 
our souls for meaning, memories, mitzvah, and 
lessons on how to be a mentsch. We read the 
Torah over and over again each year as we gain 
more insight into its depth. Study the weekly 
Torah portion with the Rabbis and gain inspiration 
that will nourish your soul.

Season of Mussar II: 
Advanced Program 
Facilitated by Rabbi Lewis

Sundays at 9:15 am

Meets: April 2nd & 23rd
At this higher level, more advanced Mussar 
practices are added to the program. The middot 
covered in “A Season of Mussar II” are Patience, 
Forgiveness, Simplicity, Loving Kindness, 
Strength, and Faith. $150 per person. Register 
online at www.shmtemple.org or call the temple 
at 949-857-2226.

God, Faith & Jewish Identity 
with Rabbi Steinberg and Rabbi Lewis

Sunday, April 2nd at 9:30 am

“Atheism and Judaism”
Examining the blessings of religion is not purely 
an intellectual exercise. Join with rabbis Stein-
berg and Lewis for these sessions which will 
raise profoundly religious questions in a manner 
that challenges the mind and the spirit with the 
context of Jewish thought.

„„L„L„LETETET   ALLALLALL   WHOWHOWHO   AREAREARE   HUNGRYHUNGRYHUNGRY   
COMECOMECOME   ANDANDAND   EATEATEAT‰‰‰   

 - Haggadah 
 

It is a long-standing custom to invite 

guests to be part of our Passover Seder ex-

periences.  This year, while our synagogue 

is under construction and we are not able 

to welcome guests by hosting a community 

seder, we are turning to you, our members, 

to open your hearts, your homes and your 

tables. 

If you are able to host, please let us know 

as soon as possible: 

If you are able to host other temple 

members 

When your seder is planned 

How many people are you able to  

accommodate 

If you are looking to join a seder please tell 

us as soon as possible how many people, if 

any, will be joining you. 

 

Willing hosts will be matched with guests and  

contact information will be exchanged.   

To host or to find a seder host, go online  

www.shmtemple.org or contact the temple office  

949.857.2226 no later than April 4th. 

 

Shabbat Service honoring 
Rabbi Leah Lewis

a service of appreciation & love, of 
celebration and farewell

Friday, May 12th at 7:30 pm
(at Mormon Center, 23 lake Rd, Irvine)

Join us as a congregation as we wish Rabbi Lewis 
well on her journey to be the Senior Rabbi at Temple 

Menorah in Redondo Beach. 

Having her as our Rabbi for the last six years has 
been one of our greatest joys. She is a comfort to 

many, a teacher to all and a role model to young and 
old alike. 

We send her up the coast with love, 
affection and deep appreciation for 

her service to our family.

Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot    •    a lifetime of belonging
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
8:30 am - Torah Study
10 am - Bat Mitzvah of 

Maya Abelowitz
6 pm - JiFTY Event

2
(Religious School is at 

TVT Lower Campus)

8 am - Early Hebrew 
Chavurah

9:15 am - Judaica Classes
9:30 am - Season of 

Mussar II
9:30 am - God, Faith & 

Jewish Identity, “God 
and Suff ering”

11:30 am - Youth Band
1 pm - MiTY Event
4 pm - Women’s Seder

3 4
No Hebrew School 

Spring Break
6:30 pm - Executive 

Committee Meeting
7:30 pm - Board of 

Trustees Meeting

5
6:45 pm - Adult Choir

6
6:30 pm - Temple 

Musicians

7
(Friday night services are now 

at 23 Lake Road, Irvine)

7 pm - Family Shabbat 
Service with Youth Band 
and 2nd & 5th Grade 
Participation

8
8:30 am - Torah Study
10 am - Bar Mitzvah of 

Reid Isaacs

9
No Religious School 

Spring Break

10 11
Passover

Office Closed

No Hebrew School

12
6:45 pm - Adult Choir

13
6:30 pm - Temple 

Musicians

14
(Friday night services are now 

at 23 Lake Road, Irvine)

7:30 pm - Shabbat Service 
with Mentsch of the 
Quarter and guest, 
President Tait Eyre, 
“Mormonism”

15
8:30 am - Torah Study

16
No Religious School 

Spring Break

17
8th Day of Passover 

Office Closed
10:30 am - Yizkor Service 

at Temple Bat Yahm

18
Back Bay Conference Center 

above the Irvine Lanes)

4:45 pm - Hebrew School
5 pm - BMC Bowling
6:30 pm - Board of 

Education Meeting

19
3 pm- Chai Society: Tea 

with Rabbi Steinberg at 
his home

6:45 pm - Adult Choir

20
6:30 pm - Temple 

Musicians

21
(Friday night services are now 

at 23 Lake Road, Irvine)

6:30 pm - Tot Shabbat 
Service

7:30 pm - Shabbat Service 
with Temple Musicians 
and guest, Dr. Rachel 
Korazim

22
8:30 am - Torah Study

23
(Religious School is at 

TVT Lower Campus)

8 am - Early Hebrew 
Chavurah

9:15 am - Judaica Classes
9:15 am - Season of

 Mussar II
9:30 am - Sunday Speaker 

Series: Rabbi Lawrence 
Seidman “Post-Denomi-
national Judaism”

11:30 am - Youth Band
1 pm - Mini-Mity Event
5:30 pm - Yom HaShoah 

Service

24 25
(Back Bay Conference Center 

above the Irvine Lanes)

4:45 pm - Hebrew School
5 pm - 8th-10th Grade
6 pm - 11th & 12th Grade
7:30 pm - SHMoFTY Board 

Meeting
7:30 pm - Men’s Spirituality 

Group

26
6:45 pm - Adult Choir

27
6:30 pm - Living Room 

Learning at the home of 
Rabbi Lewis

28
(Friday night services are now 

at 23 Lake Road, Irvine)

7 pm - Jr Congregation 
(Grades 3-7) at the home 
of the Greenbergers

7:30 pm - Friday Night 
Live! Shabbat Service, 
“Better Times to Come”

29
8:30 am - Torah Study
10:30 am - Bar Mitzvah of 

Ryan Saywitz
6 pm - SHMoFTY: Electric 

Israel Carnival

30
(Religious School is at 

TVT Lower Campus)

8 am - All School Family 
Day at Mason Park in 
Irvine “Yom HaAtzmaut”

APRIL 2017 
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event, drop everything and go, no matter where 
it is.”  I have often thought of this dictum and 
she could not have been more right.  In other 
words, life is too short, so celebrate it as much 
and as often as possible.

7. To console the bereaved

To console the bereaved, one need not say 
anything.  A fellow mourner’s presence is 
consolation enough.  The mourner never 
forgets one who shows up to lend support.  
Just recently, a friend of mine told me how 
appreciative he was that I flew to San Francisco 
when his mother died (and that was more 
than twenty years ago).  They never forget 
and the comfort is always there.  Reach out at 
the very least and show up if you can and your 
consolation will be very real then and always.

8. To pray with sincerity

There is the old joke, “Sol goes to Temple to talk 
to God. Mort goes to talk to Sol.”  Coming for 
services can be transformative.  Some might 
suggest that Friday night is the worst time to 
have a service, but if we think about it—after a 
long week of work, school or otherwise, to have 
time to reflect on the meaning of the events 
that took place is an essential for personal 
growth and development.  If you are not a 
regular service attendee, please consider trying 
it out for a month and see how you feel at the 
end of the month.

9. To make peace between a man and his 

fellow

There is too much acrimony and pain in the 
world.  Let us be like the sons of Aaron who 
were charged with making peace wherever they 
saw strife.  Let’s start with our own lives and 
work our way outward.  This requires we start 
with one premise—no one person contains the 
whole truth about anything.  If we agree to this 
premise, it means we can learn from each other 
and grow in the relationships we form.

 10.  For the study of Torah is equal to them 

all (because it leads to them all).

Speaks for itself.  Please take these ten actions 
to heart.  Do them and you will feel fulfilled.

Rabbi Steinberg from page3

Yom HaAtzmaut Celebration in the Park!!

Sunday, 
April 30th
Single Hebrew Session 

at 8:45 am
Israel Celebration at 10:00 am

Join us at 
Mason Regional Park: Shelter 6

18712 University Drive 

Religious School will be held off -site this 
day. All students and their families are 
anticipated to participate at this event as 
it is in the place of traditional “religious 
school” this day.

Israel gained its independence in Tel Aviv on May 14, 1948. Israel’s Independence Day is 
celebrated on the 5th day of the month, Iyar, which is the Hebrew date of the formal estab-
lishment of the State of Israel. In modern times, we celebrate this holiday with Israeli food, 

Israeli dancing, and joy for our people’s homeland.

Israel’s 
got TalentTalent

Night Live!

Friday, 

mAY 5TH

7:00 pm

Featuring 

Youth Choir 

& 

B’nai Ha-Shirim 

Band

at the Mormon Center
23 Lake Drive, Irvine

C O N G R E G AT I O N
SHIR HA-MA’ALOT
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Condolences to…
Nancy Platka on the death of her 
stepmother, Christine Woolner

Mark Morros on the death of his 
father, Jack Morros

Robert Yonowitz on the death of his 
mother, Bernice Yonowitz

Harvey Modlin on the death of his 
mother, Shirley Wall

Celebrating Faith at SHM
Shabbat Service with guest, 
President Tait Eyre, “Mormonism” 
Friday, April 14th at 7:30 pm 

Tait L. Eyre is currently serving as the Stake President for the Irvine 
California Stake of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
(7 congregations and approximately 2,200 members). He has also 
served as a Bishop of a congregation in Irvine and as a missionary 
in the Ireland Dublin Mission (1987-1989). President Eyre served 5 

years in the US Army as an officer and Apache helicopter pilot. He received an M.B.A. from 
Duke University and a B.S. in Molecular Biology from Brigham Young University.

Shabbat Service with guest, 
Father Bishoy Kamel
Friday, May 19th at 7:30 pm 

As a teacher at some of Israel’s most distinguished education 
institutions, Dr. Rachel Korazim will bring her incredible insights 
on early Zionism, the Holocaust, and Israeli poetry. Born in Israel, 
Dr. Korazim is a graduate of Haifa University with a Ph.D. in Jewish 

Education and has vast experience in Jewish education and curriculum development, both 
in Israel and the Diaspora.

SHM Adult Choir
Calling all Bass, Baritone, Alto and Soprano voices! If 
you like to sing, please join our Adult Choir. The choir 
sings at several Shabbat services and at the High Holy 
Days. It’s a great way to get involved at Temple.

Rehearsals are held Wednesday nights at 6:45 pm. If you 
are interested, please contact Cantor Shikler at 
949-857-2226 or ashikler@shmtemple.org

Contact Cantor Arië Shikler at ashikler@shmtemple.org or 
at 949-857-2226 for more information.

C O N G R E G A T I O N  S H I R  H A  M A ’ A L O T
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Shir Ha-MaÊalot Temple Member

Jessica Herron Caring & 

Sharing for Passover at SHM!

Donations accepted through April 18th

Please join us in helping needy Jewish families celebrate 
Passover by donating grocery store gift cards and checks 
to the temple or donate to the Jessica Herron Fund online. 
Any amount is appreciated and all donations are tax 
deductible. Donate online at www.shmtemple.org

Sunday Speaker Series

TVT Lower Campus, 5200 Bonita Canyon Rd

Rabbi Lawrence Seidman 
“Post-Denominational Judaism”
Sunday, April 23rd
at 9:30 am 

Rabbi Seidman’s decision to become a 

rabbi was motivated by his desire to use his analytical 

skills and innovation to serve the Jewish community on 

a professional level. While the last several years have 

been devoted to religious and spiritual studies, his 

scientifi c and management background still impacts 

his thoughts and actions. He is dedicated to being a 

rational rabbi, combining Jewish tradition with modern 

thought.

Shabbat Service with 
guest, 
Dr. Rachel Korazim
Friday, April 21st at 
7:30 pm 

As a teacher at some of Israel’s most 
distinguished education institutions, 
Dr. Rachel Korazim will bring her 
incredible insights on early Zionism, 

the Holocaust, and Israeli poetry. Born in Israel, Dr. Korazim is 
a graduate of Haifa University with a Ph.D. in Jewish Education 
and has vast experience in Jewish education and curriculum 
development, both in Israel and the Diaspora.

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, May 7th, 10:00 am

at TVT, 5200 Bonita Canyon Rd., Irvine
This is your chance to hear from our Board of Trustees 
regarding the state of the Temple and vote for measures 
that are up for consideration for 2017 (please review 
the slate of nominees on this page). If you are not able 
to attend the meeting, please submit your proxy (one 
per family) online at shmtemple.org or call the offi  ce at 
949-857-2226.
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3. Have we secured financing? We selected a bank for financing our 
bridge period (the time between our payments for construction 
are larger than our incoming pledge collections which many have 
amortized over 5 years).  The bank is waiting for the final GMP 
from KCS West to complete the lending process, but many of the 
preliminary steps are already done.  They were very supportive 
of the changes we have made and are happy that we had already 
engaged a third party project management company to work with us 
throughout the project.  

4. Has our budget changed as a result of this change?  No.  We are still 
working under the same budgetary assumptions as we were with the 
previous firm.  We also have contingencies baked into our planning to 
protect us to the extent we can from market fluctuations and supply 
and demand adjustments (i.e. the construction market is especially 
hot right now!).

5. Are we still fundraising? You bet!!  We have pledges for over $9.6 
million and will continue to fundraise until we have raised all the 
funds necessary to pay for our campus.  Please contact the office at 
949-857-2226 if you have any questions about how to donate.  We’ll 
make sure someone gets in touch with you quickly.

6. How are things going with our community programs this year?  
Our offsite locations are serving our community well.  “Have Torah, 
Will Travel” as our Wandering Year motto finds us happily serving 
our community at the Mormon Center on Lake Street for Friday night 
and most Saturday morning services, at Tarbut v’Torah for Sunday 
Religious School, and at the Back Bay Conference Center (over Irvine 
Lanes) for weekday Hebrew School.  Our people are wandering with 
us, sharing life cycle events, laughter and tears, learning and having 
fun…all while we work on our new home. 

We have certainly had a few bumps in this project and are reassured by 
the experts in the industry that challenges are expected.  Our Board, lay 
leadership, clergy, and staff are very excited about what lies ahead and 
not discouraged by the bumps—we plan to be in our building a very 
long time.  The small aggravations are trivial compared to the expected 
joy at going home to our campus when it is complete!

Please feel free to reach out to any of the Board or Core Committee 
members if you have questions or concerns.  

Some key contacts for the Building Project are:  Rabbi Steinberg, Beth 
Carroll, Rachel Harman, Beth Shikler, Sharon Blindell, Ed Horovitz.   Key 
contacts for the Campaign Committee: Rabbi Steinberg, Ken Bassman, 
Bob Yonowitz.  

Presidents from page7
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C O N G R E G A T I O N  S H I R  H A M A A L O T

A  L I F E T I M E  O F  B E L O N G I N G

MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

 LENDLEND  A HAND TO OUR A HAND TO OUR 
FRIENDS AT THE FRIENDS AT THE 

MORMON CENTER!MORMON CENTER!

SATURDAY, MAY 20THSATURDAY, MAY 20TH
8:30 8:30 AM OR 12:30 PMAM OR 12:30 PM

AT THE MORMON CENTERAT THE MORMON CENTER
In conjunction with our friends at the Irvine Mormon Center, we have the opportunity to 
perform Tikkun Olam by volunteering to help with their service project of making 200,000 
meals for the needy. This is a great project that people of all ages can do together. It also 
gives people an opportunity to interact and get to know one another.

There are two shifts available, one at 8:30 am and another at 12:30 pm. Please sign 
up for one (or both!) of these shifts. The more people we have, the more meals we can 
make! 

Let’s come together as a community and give back to our neighbors who have been 

so generous and supportive of us during this year of expansion. It’s a mitzvah!

Register online at www.shmtemple.org or call the offi  ce at 949-857-2226
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SHM Bakes: From our Temple Bakers

Matzo Candy
Submitted by Rachel Greenberg

INGREDIENTS
4 Unsalted Matzahs
1 c Margarine or Butter
1 c Brown Sugar, 
packed fi rm

6-12 oz Semisweet 
chocolate chips
Chopped nuts

PREPARATION

1. Line a cookie sheet with foil and spray 

the foil with Pam. Cover pan(s) evenly with 

matzo boards, using what you need and cut-

ting pieces to fi t spaces as evenly as possible.

2. In a heavy saucepan, combine margarine 

and brown sugar. Cook over medium heat, 

stirring constantly, for 3 to 5 minutes, until 

the sugar dissolves. Remove from heat and 

pour over matzo. Bake at 375 degrees for 8 

minutes, checking every few minutes to be 

sure mixture does not burn.

3. Remove from oven and sprinkle with choc-

olate chips and nuts. Let stand 5 minutes, 

them smear melted chocolate evenly. Chill in 

refrigerator or freezer until set. Break into 

pieces.

IRVINE HEBREW 
DAY SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE TOUR 
Thursday, January 19th at 11:00am

RSVP: info@irvinehebrewday.org

ENROLLING 
Kindergarten-4th grade
• Inquiry-Based Experiential Learning

• Meaningful & In-Depth Jewish Learning

• Highest Standards for Academic Achievement

• “Positive Discipline” Philosophy

(949) 478-6818
www.irvinehebrewday.org

Experience
Innovative
Education

(949) 478-6818
Visit our website: www.irvinehebrewday.org

THANK YOU…

Thank you to everyone who baked 

Hamentashen for the 2017 Purim Carnival 

at Boomers. The dessert was delicious and a 

big hit with everyone at the Carnival!

Susanna Wolfe

Robin Lugar

Marla Roth

Myrna Rasmussen

Mindy Zive

Charlotte Pinsky

Serah Lukoff 
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No matter what legal issues you face, we can help.  By assembling a strong group of 
talented attorneys with diverse backgrounds, Shulman Hodges & Bastian LLP has grown 
from our beginnings as a bankruptcy boutique, to becoming one of Southern California’s 
premiere full-service business law firms.  We have successfully represented a wide range 
of clients in the areas of business formation, bankruptcy, real estate, litigation, and estate 
planning.  So if you are wondering where to turn, we have the talent and expertise to help 
lead you forward.

Litigation
Insolvency & Bankruptcy

Creditors’ Rights
Business Transactions

Estate Planning
Real Estate

We cover all aspects 
of your business 
legal needs, 
big or small . . .

lead you forward.

100 Spectrum Center Drive, Suite 600, Irvine, CA  92618   Tel: 949.340.3400  Fax: 949.340.3000 

shbllp.com
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TZEDAKAH DONATIONS
RABBI STEINBERG’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
Steve & Janice Levenson, thank you for the 

kindness and support you have shown my 
parents. In memory of Bett y Blum.

Adrienne Stokols, thank you for your sup-
port and guidance during this diffi  cult 
ti me

Bonnie Gillman, thank you for your 
thoughtf ul support to my family during 
this diffi  cult year.

Robin, Tom and Emma McNatt  in honor 
of Emma’s Bat Mitvah. Thank you for 
everything you have done to help Emma 
prepare for her  Bat Mitzvah

The Bruder Family in memory of Douglas 
Phillips

RABBI LEWIS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND
Lauren & Charlie McDonald in honor of the 

baby naming of our son, Stryder

CANTOR SHIKLER’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
Steve & Janice Levenson, thank you for the 

kindness and support you have shown my 
parents. In memory of Bett y Blum

Barry & Wendi Fast, thank you for provid-
ing us with everything we needed to do 
Barry’s mom’s unvailing

Robin, Tom & Emma McNatt  in honor of 
Emma’s Bat Mitzvah. Thank you for 
everything you have don to help Emma.

Bett y Gorelick in honor of Barbara Kaitz’s 
85th Birthday

Bob & Barbara Kaitz, happy birthday to 
Judy Kuperberg

CULTURAL ARTS/FNL FUND
Linda Coss in memory of my brother, 
Allan Marienhoff 

Bernard & Rita Ostravich in honor of 
Barbara Kaitz’s birthday

Steve Tobenkin in memory of 
Goldie Pommer

GENERAL FUND
Wendy & Bruce Gary in memory of 
Christi ne Woolner

LIBRARY FUND
The Larry Thompson Family in memory of 

Larry’s grandfather, Samuel F. Weksler
The Bruder Family in memory of Jeremy 

Jacob Bruder

SPECIAL EVENTS FUND 
(AARON  BROCK SILVERSTEIN)
Roberta Lange in memory of 

Jahangir Moaddab

YOUTH GROUP FUND
The Beshert Chavurah in honor of the 
Bar Mitzvah of Jake Rothman

YAHRZEIT FUND
Nancy Platka in memory of Jane Woolner
Janet Lawrence in memory of my grand-

mother, Jennie Bernstein
Ciara Lawrence & Family in memory of 
Wilma Rasmussen

Roz Sherman in memory of Gertrude Banke
Roger Friedman in memory of Alan 

Friedman
Roger Friedman in memory of Lorraine 

Shulman
Eve Fudge in memory of Jan Domabyl
Andrea Weinstein in memory of Leonard 

Dubrow
Joan Weiss in loving memory of my sweet, 

amazing, wonderful and loving husband, 
Albert

Linda Davis in memory of Sol Zellman
Ned Greenberg in memory of Pearl 
Greenberg Moskowitz

Bob Sherman in memory of Brian Sherman
Esther Kett ler in memory of Herz Ketzlach, 
Oscar Kett ler, Max Vogel

Jane Fischel in memory of Frank Connell 
and Alicia Connell

Bett y Gorelick in memory of my mother, 
Marion Druckman

Jerri Loeb in memory of Louis Silver, 
Sol Loeb, Alice Loeb

Esther Kalin in memory of Gregorio 
Leibovich

Herb Malmon in memory of Shelly 
Hoberman

Cookie Soland in memory of Albert Dunn
Shari Raskin in memory of Jake Noah 

Raskin
Gladys Wilson in memory of Louis Goldberg
Gladys Wilson in memory of Clara Wilson
Rosa Lee Rothblatt  in loving memory of my 

dear mother, Jennie Bernstein
Bob Sterman in memory of Rose Sterman
JoAnn Anthony in memory of 

Lillian Anthony
Susan Miller in memory of Esther Smith 

Miller
Joan Weiss in memory of Canissa Sanders
Linda Davis in memory of Valeria Zellman
Tova Cohen in memory of Max Cohen
Ed Horovitz in memory of Roland Horovitz

Jennifer Lewis in memory of Beatrice 
Gunther

Sheryl Anderson in memory of 
Alvira Perlman

Todd Smith in memory of Harold Smith
John Tharp in memory of Nancy Tharp
Jerri Loeb in memory of Rose Silver
Barbara Kaitz in memory of Louis Feingold 

and Samuel Feingold
Bob Kaitz in memory of Beatrice Kaitz

Capital Campaign Donations 

Debra Goldman in memory of Bernice 
Yonowitz, mother of Bob Yonowitz

Diane, Doug, Jake & Alyssa Golden in 
memory of Bernice Yonowitz

Fisher & Phillips LLP in memory of 
Bernice Yonowitz

Seymour & Robert Lipton in memory of 
Bernice Yonowitz

Brown & Streza Family in memory of 
Bernice Yonowitz
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Tzedakah Contributions
Please enclose contribution and mail with this form to the Temple offi  ce.

(Minimum $10.00 per name or occasion)

Donation Given by: Acknowledgment sent to:

Name___________________________________ Name ________________________________

Address_________________________________ Address ______________________________

City/Zip:________________________________ City/Zip: _____________________________

Amount of Donation $______________     Check       Credit Card on fi le

 Visa/MC ___________________________________ Exp.___________

 In Honor of ____________________________________________________________________

 In Memory of  __________________________________________________________________

 Special Occasion ________________________________________________________________

 Other _________________________________________________________________________

Please apply my contribution to the following special fund(s):

Other Donation 
Opportunities

Memorial Board $360 per name

Tree of Life $180 per name

Prayer book Fund $35 per book

Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot has 
many Sanctuary and Facility Giving 
and Naming Opportunities. Please 
contact the Temple offi ce for further 
information.

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

3652 Michelson Drive • Irvine, CA 92612
(949) 857-2226 ph

SHIR HAMA’ALOT
C O N G R E G A T I O N

 Alex Zeleznick Children’s Fund

 Campership Fund

 Cantor Shikler’s Disc. Fund

 Cultural Arts/Friday Night Live! Fund

 Elana Frenkel Memorial School & Youth Fund

 Florence Ruth King Chesed Fund

 General Fund

 Jessica Herron Adopt-a-Family Fund

 Library Fund

 Oneg Shabbat Fund

 Prayer Book Fund

 Rabbi Lewis’ Disc. Fund

 Rabbi Steinberg’s Disc. Fund

 Ritual (Jerry Jacobs) Fund

 Special Events Fund (Aaron & Brock Silverstein)

 Todd Evan Ross School Fund

 Yahrzeit Fund

 Youth Group Fund

New Location for SHM 

Clergy & Staff 
We are settled into our temporary 

offi  ces in Newport Beach. This is only 

our physical location, all mail still 

gets sent to the Michelson address.

4000 MacArthur Blvd.

East Building, 6th Floor

Newport Beach, CA 92660

You can enter the complex from 

either MacArthur or Jamboree. We 

recommend Jamboree (turn onto 

Koll) as there are 20 free parking 

spaces in front of the building. The 

phone number is still 949-857-2226


