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Join Us for These Events & Much More!

• FIESTA! for Empty Nesters
Saturday, February 7th, 6:00 pm

• Shabbat Service with 2015 Bob Wolf 
Community Service Award Recipient, 
Dana Klein
Friday, February 13th, 7:30 pm

• Chai Society: Lunch & Speaker
with guest, Dr. Linda Algazi
Wednesday, February 18th, 11:30 am

Jewish Disability Awareness 
Month
Shabbat Service with guest, 
Dr. Kim Palmiotto
“A Sibling Perspective: Impact of 
Special Needs on the Family”
Friday, February 20th, 7:30 pm

• NaSHiM: Girls Night Out… Krav Maga!
Thursday, February 26th, 6:30 pm

• Friday Night Live! Shabbat Service, 
“Put a Little Love in Your Heart”
Friday, February 27th, 7:30 pm

the Ma alotthe Ma alot’  
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Friday, February 6th

• 7:00 pm: Family Shabbat Service 
with 5th Grade Participation and 
Youth Choir & Band

Friday, February 13th

• 7:30 pm: Shabbat Service with Bob 
Wolf Community Service Award

Friday, February 20th
• 6:30 pm: Tot Shabbat Service
• 7:30 pm: Shabbat Service with 

Temple Musicians, Jewish Disability 
Awareness Month with guest, 
Dr. Kim Palmiotto

Friday, February 27th
• 7:30 pm: Teen Shabbat & SHMoFTY 

Overnight
• 7:30 pm: Friday Night Live! Shabbat 

Service, “Put a Little Love in Your 
Heart”

S H A B B A T 
PERSPECTIVETH

E

the Ma alotthe Ma alot’  
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I speak and write a lot about our 
beloved homeland, Israel.  Israel’s 
presence in our lives is a central core 
to our Jewish identities.  This rabbi 
and this congregation would always 
defend Israel in word and in deed and 
we have and we will continue to do 
so.  Because Israel is not just Israelis’ 
possession, it is ours too—we have a 
say about what happens internally in 
Israel.

To put it simplistically, the money 
we raise in America and around the 
world that is sent to Israel—especially 
through our Federations and the 
JNF—is distributed to agencies and 
organizations in Israel by a democratic 
body known as the World Zionist 
Organization (Congress).  They 
determine where most charitable 
dollars go in Israel.  Reform Jews, 
as we have done for the last two 
decades, are trying to elect a slate 
that represents liberal Jewish values 
(liberal = gender equality, women’s 
rights, religious freedom and peace) 
on the World Zionist Congress.  Last 
term, the Reform Movement in Israel 
was allocated $4,000,000 a year.  

You can vote, as a Jew, for the Reform 
Slate for this upcoming term.  It costs 
$10 to vote and the slate is elected for 
five years.  Your one-time $10 vote will 
transform into at least $20,000,000 
over the five years for Reform Judaism 
in Israel.  

As Reform Jews, we are committed 
to the idea of a progressive form of 
Judaism in our homeland.  Internally, 
Israel is at a crossroad, when the 
majority of Israelis view themselves 
as either Reform or Conservative Jews 
and yet the only religious option 
they have for marriage, for burial 
or conversion is through Orthodox 

auspices.  You can affect that change 
with one vote.  

A couple of years ago, I wrote a 
disturbing article detailing how the 
public bus company in Israel was 
creating segregated buses so Ultra-
Orthodox men did not have to be 
on the same bus with a woman, let 
alone sit next to a woman.  Voting 
for the Reform Slate will affect more 
change than just charitable dollars 
allocations, it will change the tenor of 
the conversation, transform the milieu 
of Israel religious politics and open up 
possibilities for things we never even 
imagined.  

We spend so much time and energy 
talking about the threat to Israel’s 
existence as a nation; here is an 
opportunity to talk about its vibrancy 
and life inside its borders.

Let your voice be heard.  Stand up for 
our religious values and transform the 
very nature of Israel’s Jewish soul to 
be inclusive of all streams of Judaism.

Vote today at reformjews4israel.org 
and add your voice to the Reform call 
for gender equality, religious equality, 
and peace and security in Israel.

OUR RABBI’S PERSPECTIVE

TRANSFORM $10 INTO $20,000,000

Rabbi Richard Steinberg
The Rona Perley Memorial 

Senior Rabbinic Chair



 4   February 2015  MEMORY • MITZVAH • MENTSCH MAKING • MAKING MEANING

As I was going through my emails 
at home I saw one titled “Seinfeld in 
Yiddish”.  One of my friends sent me 
a video of the popular program with 
Jerry and his regulars with a Yiddish 
soundtrack dubbed to what was 
English originally. I was surprised at 
first and didn’t know if I liked it but 
as the scene progressed; I found 
myself lol’ing even though I was 
home alone.

There is a lot of Yiddishkeit type 
humor in the show anyway. Hearing 
it in Yiddish was hilarious!  It helps 
that I had seen this episode before 
and remembered what it was about, 
but it brought my limited Yiddish 
back slowly, phrase by phrase.

What is Yiddishkaeit? Here’s a 
quote from Wikipedia, the free 
encyclopedia, “Yiddishkeit literally 
means “Jewishness”, i.e. “a Jewish 
way of life”. In the Yiddish language 
it has come to mean the “Jewishness” 
or “Jewish essence” of Ashkenazi 
Jews in general and the traditional 
Yiddish-speaking Jews of Eastern 
and Central Europe in particular. 
From a more secular perspective it is 

OUR CANTOR’S PERSPECTIVE
associated with the popular culture 
or folk practices of Yiddish-speaking 
Jews, such as popular religious 
traditions and Eastern European 
Jewish food.”

Back in the day in Eastern Europe 
when Jews lived in a “Shtetl” (a town 
or village), this culture developed 
and became a way of life. If you saw 
“Fiddler on the Roof” the characters 
are typical of many shtetls like 
Anatevka. The rabbi, the butcher, 
tailor, milkman, with their hard life 
and hard humor survived isolated 
from the rest of the countries they 
lived in. They were barred from 
owning land, higher education and 
many professions. They lived in fear 
of unexpected pogroms by Cossaks 
or just evil human beings. They 
had community, faith, music and 
their religion to make them strong. 
Western Europe was different; Jews 
lived in big cities and had education 
and any job they wanted. 

As Jews started migrating from the 
east to the west after the world 
wars, the shtetl was gone for good. 
Yiddishkeit was alive and well 
and travelled with them to their 
new destinations. In America they 
settled in the east coast and lived 
in the same neighborhoods. They 
re-established the Yiddish theatre 
and thrived with Yiddish music and 
shows. Their influence on American 
society was great.

“Who has not heard or used such as 
the following, which, whatever their 
origin, probably owe their presence 
in English to Jewish influence? 

Get lost. You should live so long. 
My son, the physicist. I need it like 
a hole in the head. Who needs it? 
So why do you? Alright already. It 

Cantor Arie Shikler
The Hollander Family 

Cantorial Chair

shouldn’t happen to a dog. OK by 
me. He knows from nothing. From 
that he makes a living? How come 
only five? Do him something. This 
I need yet? A person could bust. 
He’s a regular genius. Go hit your 
head against the wall. You want it 
should sing, too? Plain talk: He’s 
crazy. Excuse the expression. With 
sense, he’s loaded. Go fight City 
Hall. I should have such luck. It’s 
nothing of a dress. You should live 
to a hundred and twenty. On him it 
looks good. It’s time, it’s time. Wear 
it in good health. Listen bubele…?” 
(from The Joys of Yiddish by Leo 
Rosten)

The immigrant Jews adopted English 
and used it with the nuances of 
Yiddish.  Answering a question with 
a question, emphasizing certain 
words, Yiddishkeit was still strong. 
At one time there were more than 
two hundred Yiddish theatre shows 
travelling in the US. The Lower East 
Side of New York was competing 
with Broadway. They built 
synagogues and had a strong sense 
of community.

As people in general started living in 
the suburbs or out of the city, things 
began to change. Jews moved out 
as well and many moved west where 
they were no longer living among 
other Jews. Assimilation was a slow 
process that distanced the once 
community oriented folks from their 
communities and Yiddishkeit. 

The synagogues and Jewish 
community centers are still the 
place where you can get together 
for prayer learning and music. These 
are the last frontiers as more and 
more Jews are not affiliated with 
either. There are many kids out there 
without any Jewish education or 
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“Put a Little Love 
in Your Heart”

Friday, February 27th 

7:30 pm
Music is a powerful tool for evoking the inner space within 
which transformative prayer can happen. The ancients knew 
this, and music was a big part of the ancient temple ritual.
This service features congregational melodies and eclectic, con-
temporary music which compliment the creative service booklet 
compiled by Cantor Shikler, specifi cally for this service.

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE!

knowledge. Many a had bar or bat 
mitzvah and ended their Jewish 
journey there as their parents 
dropped out. These kids will one day 
be parents God willing, and have at 
best a seventh grade understanding 
of Judaism. What a shame, after all 
that we went through and survived.

Here’s a quote from Alan Dershowitz, 
“THE GOOD NEWS is that American 
Jews—as individuals—have never 
been more secure, more accepted, 
more affluent, and less victimized by 
discrimination or anti-Semitism. The 
bad news is that American Jews—
as a people—have never been in 
greater danger of disappearing 
through assimilation, intermarriage, 
and low birthrates. The even worse 
news is that our very success as 
individuals contributes to our 
vulnerability as a people. The even 
better news is that we can overcome 
this new threat to the continuity of 
American Jewish life and emerge 
with a more positive Judaism for the 
twenty-first century—a Judaism that 

is less dependent on our enemies 
for its continuity, and that rests more 
securely on the considerable, but 
largely untapped, strengths of our 
own heritage.”

Like the old Chassidic story that 
every curse can turn into a blessing 
and every blessing can turn into 
a curse, let’s hope that we can 
reverse this trend. “All of Israel are 
responsible for one another” (Kol 
Yisrael arevim zeh bazeh) is a central 
motto of our religion from ancient 
times. It is as true today as ever 
before and as important. Each one of 
us has to do their part in a collective 
effort to preserve Yiddishkeit.

“A fiddler on the roof. Sounds crazy, 
no? But here, in our little village of 
Anatevka, you might say every one 
of us is a fiddler on the roof trying 
to scratch out a pleasant, simple 
tune without breaking his neck. It 
isn’t easy. You may ask, why do we 
stay up there if it’s so dangerous? 
Well, we stay because Anatevka is 
our home. And how do we keep our 

balance? That I can tell you in one 
word: Tradition!  You may ask, how 
did this tradition get started? I’ll tell 
you. I don’t know. Because of our 
traditions, every one of us knows 
who he is and what God expects him 
to do.” (Fiddler on the Roof)

Here at SHM we try very hard to 
provide our members with a menu 
of activities, opportunities for 
learning and a thriving school and 
youth programs for your children. 
Take advantage of what we have to 
offer, find something you can get 
involved with. 

You’ll keep Yiddishkeit alive, 
I guarantee it!
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THE EDUCATION PERSPECTIVE
In the time when the great Temple stood in 

Jerusalem, people would ‘practice’ their Judaism 

by bringing offerings—fine grain and meal and 

sometimes animals—to be taken by the High Priest 

and burnt on the altar as a sacrifice to God.  In an 

ancient legend, the story is told of one woman who 

brought the finest offering she had:

It happened that one woman brought [for the 

offering just] a handful of flour.  The priest 

despised this and lashed out at her:  Look at 

what you are offering!  What is there here to 

eat?!  What is there here to offer?!

The priest went to sleep that night and dreamed 

about the exchange he had had with the 

woman.  The voice in his dream was clear:  ‘Do 

not despise her, [it is as if] she offers her very 

soul!’

Our world is filled with people with all types of 

needs, and as well, with all types of gifts to offer.  

In this midrash is an example of a person whose 

offering was outside the bounds of what was 

typically expected, and it demonstrates an enduring 

and painful reality that our Jewish communities 

are often slow to accept the varied gifts that each 

individual has to offer, often focusing instead on 

what they cannot bring 

or do.

Throughout Biblical and Rabbinic times, Jewish 

legal literature went to great lengths to define who 

is obligated to mitzvot (commandments) and who, 

depending upon gender, age, disability and other 

factors, is not.  For those who are obligated, the 

course of action has always been a clear one…live 

the mitzvot and, in such, engage fully in Jewish life.  

Of course, for the people who are not obligated to 

participate in certain mitzvot, the question remains 

about their role:  How welcome and inclusive is 

the community for them, should they want to 

participate?

Our Religious School and, indeed, our synagogue 

has been recognized as an inclusive place—a 

sanctuary for anyone who wants to participate.  In 

2009, the National Center on Disablities certified 

Shir HaMa’a lot as an “Accessible Congregation.”  

More recently, SHM was named as an “Exemplar 

Congregation” by the Disabilities Inclusion Learning 

Center of the Union for Reform Movement – other 

synagogues turn to ours as a model of an inclusive 

synagogue.  

Of course, none of this happened by accident.  In 

the following ways and more, we go out of our way 

to ensure that the words of the prophet Isaiah are 

realized when he spoke the words of the Eternal in 

demanding, “My house shall be a house of prayer for 

all people.”

• We offer a Kesher, special needs, program in 

Hebrew and in our High School

• Amy Kadell, our Inclusion Specialist, is a key 

member of our faculty, working with teachers, 

parents and students to ensure that every child’s 

needs are met 

• Brit Tikvah, our support group for parents 

of children with special needs, provides not 

only support, but educational programming 

by bringing speakers who are experts in their 

respective fields

• Shabbat services on February 20th will have a 

special focus on awareness and inclusion

More important than any program of inclusion 

program, though, is an attitude of inclusion.  Our 

clergy, staff and teachers pride ourselves on this, 

though we are far from perfect.  Many of our 

students, without even knowing it, have it, as 

well.  But given the generations-long debate in our 

tradition about  who is or is not obligated to the 

commandments and the repercussions that has on 

the sense of welcome that the community affords 

those who are not obligated, we have a long way 

to go.

February is Jewish Disability Awareness Month.  This 

is our annual reminder to recognize the impact that 

each and every gift, given by each and every soul, 

makes on our community, and to accept them.  Just 

as I embrace Jewish Disability Awareness Month 

and the opportunities it provides us to be educated 

about special needs in our community and to 

challenge ourselves to be ever-more inclusive, I look 

forward to the day when it is no longer needed…

when the community itself does not hesitate to 

accept all people, regardless of ability or disability.  

Our house shall indeed be a house of prayer for all 

people.

Rabbi Leah Lewis
Rabbi & Director of Lifelong Learning

The Jaff e Family Rabbinic Chair

JEWISH DISABILITY 
AWARENESS MONTH AT SHM

Shabbat Service with guest, 
Dr. Kim Palmiotto

“A Sibling Perspec-
tive: Impact of Special 
Needs on the Family”
Fri., Feb. 20th 

at 7:30 pm
February is Jewish 

Disability Awareness Month. Our 
guest speaker, Dr. Kim Palmiotto has 
over 20 years of experience in the 
education and mental health fi elds. 
Her experience includes teaching, 
counseling, psychological assesment 
and educational therapy. She is a 
licensed Professional Clinical Counsel-
or, Licensed Educational Psychologist, 
and has worked in private and public 
school settings as well as hospitals 
and residential settings. Dr. Palmiotto 
is a board certifi ed school neuropsy-
chologist and a nationally published 
author.
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CONGREGATION SHIR HA-MA’ALOT

Mishpocheh (Family) Mania 

FFIIEESSTTAA for the 
Empty Nesters

Come join other SHM empty nesters for a 
carefree evening of fun, food and friends!

Learn about your new friends as they answer 
questions via the “Family Feud” game hour...

Mexican Buffet, Cerveza’s &  Vino, Desserts

$25.00 per person

RSVP by January 30 by calling the Temple of  ce at 
949 857-2226 or online at www.shmtemple.org

Saturday, 
February 7th
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
SHM Social Hall
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Mazel Tov to…
Josette & Aron Rofer on the 

birth of their son, Connor

Condolences to…
Tami Kalansky on the death 

of her uncle, David Uziel

Hope Sherwood-White on 

the death of her uncle, 

Joseph Cooperstein

Sheryl Kramer on the death 

of her father, Frank Summers

Richard Silber on the death 

of his aunt, Sylvia Lupkin

Red Cross Blood 

Drive at SHM!

Sunday, March 1st

8:00 am–2:00 pm
Join with your fellow SHM 
members and others from 
the community to give the 

gift of life. One pint of blood 
can save up to 3 lives...

Community Perspective at SHM

Chai Society: Lunch & Speaker series 

with guest, Linda Algazi
Wednesday, February, 18th, 11:30 am
Lunch is only $5.00 per person. RSVP online at www.shm-
temple.org or call the temple offi  ce at 949-857-2226. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to call either of the Chai 
Society co-chairs: Barbara Kaitz, (714) 960-9403 or 
Sid Kuperberg, (714) 963-6161. 

Divorce is Survivable Seminar
Facilitated by Eileen Lenson, MSW, ACSW and 
Board Certifi ed Life Coach
Wednesdays, 7:00 pm

Part Two: Feb. 4th / Part Three: Feb. 18th
If you are considering a separation, or are in the midst of a 
divorce, this three-part information packed seminar will help 
you navigate through the hurt and unknowns. The discussion 

and handouts will help you move toward healing one of life’s most diffi  cult experi-
ences. The seminar will be lead by Eileen Lenson, an SHM congregant and member 
of the Board of Trustees.
The series is free to all SHM members. $20 per session for non-members

Living Room Learning
Thurs., Feb. 12th, 10:00 am 

at the home of Eileen Lenson
These programs, designed for women, 
will cover timely issues, concerns and 
topics in a safe, intimate and warm en-
vironment. No fee however registration 
is requested so that we may know how 
many to expect.  RSVP online at www.
shmtemple.org or call the temple offi  ce 
at 949-857-2226.

NaSHiM: Girls Night Out…

Krav Maga
Thurs., Feb. 26th, 

6:30 pm
Join us at the temple 

for an evening of Israeli Self Defense 
instruction and Israeli food and drink. 
No experience is necessary and all abil-
ity levels are welcome! $20 per person, 
RSVP to the offi  ce at 949-857-226 or 
online: shmtemple.org

Brotherhood: March Madness 

Thursday, March 19th at 6:00 pm

Get together with your temple brothers and your brackets for 
an evening of college basketball and friendship. It doesn’t 
get any better than this!!

Snacks & beverages will be provided. RSVP to the temple at 
949-857-2226 or online at www.shmtemple.org by Monday, 
March 16th
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
8:30 am or 10:45 am - 

Religious School with 
5th Grade Family Camp

8:30 am - 7th Grade Action 
Day

8:30 am - Nosh & Drash: 
For Those Who Think 
Prayer is Not for Them

10:15 am - Youth Choir
12:30 pm - Youth Band

2
9:30 am - Mah Jongg
6:45 pm - Adult Choir

3
4:15 pm - Hebrew School
6 pm - Executive 

Committee Meeting
6 pm - Hineini (Jewish 

Mindfulness Group)
7:30 pm - Board of 

Trustees Meeting

4
10 am - Happiness 

Program
7 pm - Divorce is Surviv-

able Seminar: Part Two

5
6:30 pm - Temple 

Musicians

6
10 am - Torah Time for 

TINY Tots
7 pm - Family Shabbat 

Service with 5th Grade 
Participation and Youth 
Choir & Band

7
Confi rmation Retreat
8:30 am - Torah Study
10 am - Bat Mitzvah of 

Phoebe Van Es
6 pm - Empty Nester 

FIESTA!
7 pm - SHMoFTY: Game 

Night!

8
7:15 am - Confi rmation 

Class at Soup Kitchen
8:30 am or 10:45 am - 

Religious School
8:30 am - Nosh & Drash: 

What the Heck is the 
Talmud Anyway?

10:15 am - Youth Choir
10:45 am - Torah Time 

for Tots
12:30 pm - Youth Band
1 pm - Mini-MiTY: Top 

SHMEF!

9
9:30 am - Mah Jongg
6:45 pm - Adult Choir

10
4:15 pm - Hebrew School
5 pm - 7th Grade BMC
5 pm - 8th-10th Grade 

Classes
6:30 pm - 11th & 12th 

Grade Class
7:30 pm - SHMoFTY Board 

Meeting
7:30 pm - Men’s Spirituality 

Group

11
7 pm - AIPAC Orientation 

Meeting

12
10 am - Living Room 

Learning at home of 
Eileen Lenson

6:30 pm - Temple 
Musicians

7 pm - Women’s Support 
Group

13
10 am - Torah Time for 

TINY Tots
7:30 pm - Shabbat Service 

with Bob Wolf Commu-
nity Service Award

14
8:30 am - Torah Study
10 am - Bar Mitzvah of 

Jackson Lester

15
No Religious 

School

16
Presidents Day

Office Closed

17
No Hebrew 

School

6:30 pm - Contemplative 
Service

18
11:30 am - Chai Society: 

Lunch & Speaker, 
Dr. Linda Algazi “Watch 
Out world, I’m Not 
Through Yet”

7 pm - Divorce is Surviv-
able Seminar: Part Two

19
6:30 pm - Temple 

Musicians

20
10 am - Torah Time for 

TINY Tots
6:30 pm - Tot Shabbat 

Service
7:30 pm - Shabbat Service 

with Temple Musicians 
Jewish Disability Aware-
ness Month with guest, 
Dr. Kim Palmiotto

21
8:30 am - Torah Study
10 am - Bat Mitzvah of 

Sarah Jacobs
7 pm - Jr. Jewbilation

22
8:30 am or 10:45 am - 

Religious School with 
4th Grade Family Camp

8:30 am - Nosh & Drash: 
Theodicy–Why Bad 
Things Happen to Good 
People

10:15 am - Youth Choir
10:45 am - Torah Time 

for Tots
12:30 pm - Youth Band
1:00 pm - MiTY: Top 

SHMEF!

23
9:30 am - Mah Jongg
6:45 pm - Adult Choir

24
4 pm - The Story of the 

Jews
4:15 pm - Hebrew School
5 pm - 7th Grade BMC
5 pm - 8th & 9th Grade 

Classes

25
7 pm - Women’s Support 

Group

26
6: 30 pm - NaSHiM: Girls’ 

Night Out, Krav Maga 
7:30 pm - Chavurah 

Council Meeting with 
Rabbi Steinberg

27
10 am - Torah Time for 

TINY Tots
7:30 pm - Teen Shabbat
7:30 pm - Friday Night 

Live! Shabbat Service, 
“Put a Little Love in Your 
Heart”

28
8:30 am - Torah Study
10 am - Bar Mitzvah of 

Aaron Firth

FEBRUARY 2015 EVENT CALENDAR
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BUY TICKETS ONLINE
at shmtemple.org

Wristbands $25 ($30 day of carnival)
• Includes unlimited games & attractions
• Does not include food or beverages

Ticket package: $15 for 20 
   ($20 day of carnival)
Tickets will be available for pick-up at will call 
at the carnival !!

EXT
RAVAGANZA

Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot 

Family Carnival
Sunday, March 8th

10:00 am~Purim Shpiel
featuring Clergy & Staff!

11:00 am to 1:00 pm~Carnival
Costumes are encouraged! ~ Parents are invited!

Note: If you are interested in volunteering at the Purim Carnival please contact 
the office at 949-857-2226 for more information
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B’nai Mitzvah Students

Phoebe Van Es
February 7, 2015
Daughter of Pieter & Beth Van Es
I att end: Thurston Middle School
I enjoy: Dance, reading, going to the beach, 

and spending ti me with friends
Mitzvah Project: Volunteered at the Thomas 

House Family Shelter

Jackson Lester
February 14, 2015
Son of Sandi & David Lester
I att end: South Lake Middle School
I enjoy: Baseball, soccer, surfi ng, skiing, 

hiking, camping, music, friends, and video 
games

Mitzvah Project: Raised funds at a “Dog toy 
making” party then put together baskets to be 
donated aft er my Bar Mitzvah

Sara Jacobs
February 21, 2015
Daughter of Christi ne Fugate & Jeff  Jacobs
I att end: Thurston Middle School
I enjoy: Soccer, friends, family, and BAE
Mitzvah Project: Volunteered in the community

SHM Youth Groups

Register for these events online at shmtemple.org under “Events & RSVP” or follow the registration link in the emails.

CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU THERE!
SHMOFTY (Grades 9-12): Game Night!
Sat, Feb. 7th, 7-10 pm
Join your SHMoFTY friends at SHM for a fun game night! We 
will have Wii, karaoke, gaga, board games, and more! Heavy 
appetizers and dessert included. If you have any old board 
games/puzzles you no longer use, bring them to donate to 
Family Promise of Orange County.

JIFTY (Grades 6–8): Jr. Jewbilation!
at Bowlmor Lanes at the District in Tustin

Sat, Feb. 21st, 7-9 pm

It’s Jr. Jewbilation time! Get excited for a fun night with 
Jewish youth from all over Orange County!  
Contact Becca Zarrabi at Becca@bjeoc.org to sign up and 
for more information.

MITY (Grades 4 & 5): MITY Top SHMEF!
Sun, Feb. 22nd, 1-3 pm

MiTY heads to UCI to learn how to cook our own lunch from 
scratch! We will be cooking with a professional chef! Lunch 
included; drop off  and pick up at the Anteater Recreation Center 
at UCI (the ARC)! 

MINI-MITY (Grades 2 & 3): 

Mini-MiTY Top SHMEF!
Sun, Feb. 8th, 1–3 pm

Mini-MiTY heads to UCI to learn how to cook our own lunch from 
scratch! We will be making edible art with a professional chef! 
Lunch included; drop off  and pick up at the Anteater Recreation 
Center at UCI (the ARC)!

TEEN SHABBAT (Grades 8-12)

Pop Culture Style!

Fri, Feb. 27th,

7:30 pm
Come to SHM to 

experience a pop 

culture Teen Shabbat 

and Yoneg with your 

SHM friends. Grades 

8-12 are welcome. 

No fee, however RSVP’s are appreciated.

Aaron Firth
February 28, 2015
Son of Myra & John Firth
I att end: Sierra Vista Middle School
I enjoy: Playing baseball, hanging out with 

friends, playing video games and watching 
sports

Mitzvah Project: Mentored young adults with 
special needs to play baseball with Challenger 
Division of Northwood Litt le League
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Adult Learning Programs

Torah Study
Taught by Rabbi Steinberg & Rabbi Lewis

Saturdays at 8:30 am

2/7, 2/14, 2/21 & 2/28

Nosh and Drash
Taught by Rabbi Steinberg, Rabbi Lewis and other 
amazing teachers

Sundays 8:30–9:30 am
Join us on Sunday mornings to enjoy a bagel and 
coff ee and food for thought. Feel free to drop in 
whenever you are available, or come every week. 

2/1: Those who think prayer is not for them

2/8: What the heck is the Talmud anyway?

2/22: Theodicy: Why bad things happen to 
good people

“The Story of the Jews”
Facilitated by Jeff Blutinger, Chair of Jewish 
Studies, CSULB
Tuesday, February 24th
4 pm Screening/5 pm Discussion

Join with other SHM members to watch and discuss 
episodes of the crtically acclaimed 5-part PBS series, 
The Story of the Jews.  Explorations of each period 
of Jewish history will be guided by special guest, 
Professor Jeff  Blutinger.

A New Perspective

Hineini: Jewish Mindfulness

Tues., Feb. 3rd, 6:00 pm
Judaism can inspire one to live a mindful life, but it 
takes practice. Be a part of acquiring the gifts and 
benefi ts of hineini as part of this group. 

Happiness Project
Wed., Feb. 4th, 10:00 am
Join us on this journey to explore what it means to 
fi nd happiness in all aspects of your life as you age.

Contemplative Service
Tues., Feb. 17th, 6:30 pm
Through music, prayer and contemplation, this 
service will allow us to become more open to 
the present and to listen to the spirit that dwells 
within us.

OUR TEMPLE ~ OUR TIME ~ ALL IN!

In embarking on such an ambitious project as the Building Campaign, 
the campaign team hopes to stay true to one of our congregation’s core 
values: inclusion. We want our congregants to be aware of the campaign’s 
goals, engaged as we meet milestones, and invested in making it all 
happen.

Architect’s Model: Frequently Asked Questions

Does this model accurately represent our remodeled facility?
No. The model and drawings are conceptual only, and they are a 
“work in progress.” From the “big picture” standpoint these represent 
what we have in mind. The details, however, are still evolving.

What will be in the big structure along Michelson?
The current plan is for this multi-level building, which will include an 
elevator, to house classrooms, administrative offi  ces and possibly addi-
tional fl exible space.

What does that little stick-covered cube in the conceptual model 
represent?
That is a conceptual model of our proposed new “small sanctuary.” 
This second sanctuary would enable us to hold additional, smaller-group 
services (such as for our youth) when our main sanctuary is in use. This 
could include special youth services on Friday nights, or a Saturday morn-
ing minyan or second b’nai mitzvah while another b’nai mitzvah is taking 
place in the main sanctuary. It would also be ideal for intimate life cycle 
celebrations such as baby namings and smaller wedding ceremonies.

To make a pledge, please visit: 
shmtemple.org/donate/capitalcampaigndonations.html

Or fi nd us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/shmtemple

2015 Bob Wolf Community Service 
Award Recipient

Dana Klein
Friday, February 13th at 7:30 pm

It is with great honor that we award Dana Klein the “Bob Wolf Commu-
nity Service Award” for 2015. Dana has been active in many areas and 
a constant supporter of our program. But it was after the tragic death 
of her daughter, Jessica Herron, that Dana and her family, through the 
encouragement of Rabbi Bernie King, may he rest in peace, and Barbara 
King, that she devoted her Temple time to helping those less fortunate. 
Our Adopt-a-Family program was renamed The Jessica Herron Adopt-
a-Family Program. Dana has ably volunteered hours upon hours of her 
time to make sure others are cared for and loved. Dana is the paradigm 
of what it means to give back to community. We are blessed to have her 
at our Temple and she is well deserving of this honor.
Join with us at this special Shabbat Service as we honor Dana for her 
community spirit and dedication to our synagogue.
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Building Community Through Storytelling

TREE OF LIFE
Tova Rotlevy-Cohen recently 
returned from Israel where she 
was present for the dedication 
of her sculpture “Tree of Life”.  
The sculpture was installed at 
the entrance of the Heart Center, 
the Lev Levaiev Building of the 
Hospital Shiba Tel-Hashomer.

Tova Rotlevy-Cohen lost her 
daughter Sigal 45 years ago.  She 
was the fi rst heart donor in Israel 
(1969) for medical research.  Tova 
said, “ I donated her heart when 
it was not customary and against 
the Jewish law. It was my wish 
to give back to this hospital, that 
gave hope to my daughter”.

The sculpture Tree of Life in the shape of bamboo, is regarded as a sym-
bol of virtue and longevity. Each leaf on the tree represents an undying 
gift of life that a single person gave to another, thereby granting the 
recipients a better quality of life, or time to live. “I hope that more leaves 
will be added to this tree, as tragedies are transformed into life”.

The wish of Prof. Zeev Rotstein, head of Tel Hashomer,  is that this 
sculpture will serve as an inspiration to all. The fi rst  heart transplant was 
made 22 years ago, by Prof. Jay Lavee.  Since than 200 heart transplants 
have done. The sculpture has symbolizes the great appreciation for who 
have given of themselves to benefi t others in the fi nal act of compassion 
and kindness.

HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR LUNCHEON

Thank You…
Rabbi Leah Lewis who asked our guests to share 
what the light of Chanukah meant to them.  One 
survivor remembered that during the very dark 
time someone she knew risked their life to fi nd 
Chanukah candles to light.  The woman also 
spoke of the Romanian or Hungarian camp she 
was in.  Another survivor at the luncheon knew 
the camp as he was in a diff erent camp very close 
by.  The two survivors had never met before but 
had similar experiences in the two camps.  It was 
fascinating to see them talking together at our 
luncheon.  

• Cantor Shikler who led us in song!  
Leonie Kramer & EJ Kramer for your beautiful 
duets!

• Jewish Federation & Family Service who always 
take care of the invitations and RSVPs.  

• Thanks to Marcia Marcinko who made all of the 
centerpieces.

• Barbara King - What a treat to have your 
chocolates again.  They were incredible!

• Rochelle Ambersound - Thank you for helping 
with the Yad Vashem Names Project.

• Arlene Taslitz - Thanks for opening the gift shop!

SPECIAL THANKS to those who came early to set 
up and helped greet and serve our guests:

Ellen Miller
Wendy Tenebaum
Joyce Cassel
Diana Moss
Adrienne Witkin
Sheryl Anderson
Taylor Anderson
Louise Beckerman
Cher Bransky

Leacarol Shinder
Karen Busch
Hope Snyder
Sharon Weidberg
Harriet Raff 
Aaron Rios
Austin Rios

A Job Well Done…It’s a Mitzvah!
For the past few months, our congregation has been collecting little 
green stickers from an Albertsons promotion with Cuisinart to collect 
free cookware. I’m sure many of you have seen the collection box at 
the front desk. 

Thanks to the combined eff ort of our Religious School, and our 
congregation as a whole, we were able to collect 1800 stickers. With 
those stickers, we were able to claim 18 pots and pans, valuing $670, 
and donate them to families in need through the Jessica Herron Car-
ing and Sharing Program. 

Thank you to all for your generosity and support. Without you none 
of this would have been possible. Special thanks to Ilana Rosenberg 
for her dedication and coordination of this collection. 
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Shir Pleasure 
Gift Shop

Located in the Temple lobby

CLEARANCE 
SALE

30%OFF
All Merchandise 

(Except Tallits)

Making Room for 
New Merchandise!!

WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE? 

The temple gift  shop is 
looking for good people who 

would like to volunteer…

OUR GIFT SHOP HELPS SUPPORT 
SHM THROUGH YEARLY 

DONATIONS, BECOME A PART OF 
THE TEAM!

Gift  Shop Hours:
Sun: 8:00 am to 1:00 pm
Tues: 3:00 pm to 6:30 pm
Wed: 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Thurs: 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm

One hour before Friday services
Contact Arlene Taslitz at 949-837-9456 

for appointments any other ti me

Visa & MC accepted
Gift  certi fi cates available

SAVE THE DATE!  COMING IN MARCH…

Musician-in-Residence, 

Billy Jonas
March 20-22, 2015

Throw out the rules when Billy Jonas hits the stage! 
Billy is one of those rare performers who can en-
gage and delight both young and adult audiences. 
For more than two decades, his creative and inter-
active performances have enchanted and inspired 
folks from all walks of life—touching hearts, souls 
and minds world-wide. As a founding member 
of  the acclaimed duo “The Billy’s”, Billy Jonas has 
made innovative use of “found objects”. He helps 
audiences discover the music within common items…and within themselves.

In Every Generation…
Women’s Seder
Sunday, March 29th, 4:00 pm
Bring your mothers, daughters, sisters and 
friends… Before you prepare for Passover, take 
a break to celebrate the festival of freedom with 
other women and Rabbi Leah Lewis. You’ll make 
new memories while we recall the past during our 

catered multi-generation Passover Seder. Guests are welcome. Let us know if you 
would like to participate in the planning. Contact Kat Key in the offi  ce at 
949-857-2226.

Passover Adopt-a-Family Gift Card Drive

Deadline is Sunday, March 29th
Please join us in helping needy Jewish families celebrate Passover by donating 
grocery store gift cards, cash or checks. All donations are tax deductible. Passover 
food donations are welcome too!

Hot Challah Club
Friday, March 20th (Either early or late service)
Come just a few minutes before services to nourish your 
body as well as your soul. We invite people of all ages to 
make a challah and while you are at services, the challah will 
bake. As you leave for home after the Oneg, you will have a 
fresh challah to enjoy for the Sabbath.

• Tot Shabbat Service

Make the challah: 6:00 pm / Service: 6:30 pm

• Jr. Congregation & Adult Services

Make the challah: 7:00 pm / Service: 7:30 pm
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Tzedakah Donations

RABBI STEINBERG’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
Ina Zeleznick, thank you for your support
Charlott e Pinsky in honor of Rabbi being 

sworn in as Irvine Police Chaplain
David Gibbs, thank you for welcoming me 

to the congregati on and to recognize your 
leadership

Rabbi Larry & Linda Seidman, thank you for 
all you’ve done for us and the community

Janet Lawrence, thank you for your visits 
to Rosa Lee Rothblatt  and prayers for her 
speedy recovery

Dana Klein & Jay Herron in honor of your 
leadership

Hope & Ken Snyder in memory of Reina 
Rubell. Much thanks for the thoughtf ul 
and warm memorial service

Jennifer & Andrew Lewis, thank you for 
Joshua’s Bris

RABBI LEWIS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND
Steve & Jacquie Cohn, todah rabah for your 

love and support through Molly’s simcha
Ina Zeleznick, thank you for your support
Rabbi Larry & Linda Seidman, thank you 

for all that you’ve done for us and the 
community

Sheryl Stritch in memory of Lilian Suslow. 
Thank you for your kind support during 
my mother’s illness

Janet Lawrence, thank you for your visits 
to Rosa Lee Rothblatt  and prayers for her 
speedy recovery

Jennifer & Andrew Lewis, thank you for 
Joshua’s Bris

CANTOR SHIKLER’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND

Ina Zeleznick, thank you for your support
Steve & Jacquie Cohn, thank you for sup-

porti ng Molly and our family on the 
simcha of her Bat Mitzvah

Ruth Shulman, thank you for the amazing 
and wonderful Chanukah program for the 
Santa Ana/Tusti n Hadassah group

Dana Klein & Jay Herron, thank you for your 
beauti ful music

CULTURAL ARTS/FNL FUND
Dana Klein & Jay Herron in support of the 

Friday Night Live! service

GENERAL FUND
Barbara King in honor of Toni Rios for her 

coordinati on of the Holocaust Survivors 
Luncheon

Wendy & Bruce Gary in memory of Joseph 
Cooperstein, uncle of Hope Sherwood 
White

Dana Klein & Jay Herron
Pat & Richard Perlman, thank you for every-

thing you do for our family
Russell & Christi ne Friend
Eduardo & Graciela Kneler in honor of the 

naming of our granddaughter, Devin 
Renee Kneler

FLORENCE RUTH KING CHESED FUND
Barbara King in memory of my beloved 

mom, Florence King

JESSICA HERRON ADOPT-A-FAMILY FUND
Dana Klein & Jay Herron in memory of Jes-

sica Herron and Rabbi Bernie King and in 
honor of Barbara King

Barbara King, congratulati ons to Dana Klein 
on receiving the Bob Wolf Community 
Service Award

Marvin Kaplan in honor of Barbara King, for 
all the good you do

ONEG SHABBAT FUND
Sylvia Schwartz in memory of Marti  Ann 

Schwartz

SPECIAL EVENTS FUND 
(AARON  BROCK SILVERSTEIN)
Stan & Debbie Silverstein in memory of 

Brock Silverstein

TODD EVAN ROSS SCHOOL FUND
Ruth Shulman, thank you to Talia for your 

help with Ruth’s hebrew studies

YAHRZEIT FUND
Charlott e Pinsky in memory of my beloved 

husband, David
Beverly Jacobs in memory of my mother, 

Dorothy Olshen
Dan Reich in memory of Harry Reich
Henny Sterman in memory of Freida Goz
Henny Sterman in memory of William 

Eilfort
Henny Sterman in memory of David Eilfort
Gail Eisenstein in memory of Leonard 

Shulman
Ken Levine in memory of Abe Levine
The Dukellis Family (Nancy, Greg, Brooke 

& Ashley) in memory of Dorothy Gichti n
Marv Selcer in memory of Rosalind Selcer
Sara Pulwer in memory of Fela Talerman
Paula Millman in memory of Naomi 

Levenstein
Jack Selcer in memory of Max Selcer
Phil Ferentz in memory of Wallace Ferentz
David Zeve in memory of Harvey Zeve
Sondra Berman in memory of Morris 

Schneider

Anatoly Berman in memory of Lev Cohn
Audrey Greenberg in memory of Julius 

Berest
Sharon Blindell in memory of Rosalind 

Selcer
Marc Stewart in memory of William 

Stewart
Jonathan Cohen in memory of Doris 
Gellman

John Tharp in memory of Ruth Caraco
Harold Plon in memory of Fred Plon
Richard Plon in memory of Samuel Plon
Dick Silber in memory of my aunt, 

Sylvia Lupkin
Bert White in memory of Miriam White
Connie O’Connor in memory of Maxine 
Greenblatt 

Alla Berman in memory of Zinaida 
Moshkovich

Connie O’Connor in memory of 
Stan Greenblatt 

Connie O’Connor in memory of Isadore 
Greenblatt 

Marcia Labowitz in memory of Sylvia Malin
Bernie Labowitz in memory of Harry 

Pearlstein
Marcia Labowitz in memory of Robert 

Malin
Gladys Wilson in memory of my husband, 

Samuel Wilson
Sondra Berman in memory of Nellie 

Schneider
Jay Rindenau in memory  of Chaya 

Rindenau

Adopt-a-Family for the Holidays  

Lawrence & Natalie Rael

Keith & Robin More

Matt hew & Jane Brenner

Ike & Ginny Kempler

Kristen Perlmutt er

Howard Serbin

Mike Gellman

Alan & Linda Schwartz
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 Elana Frenkel Memorial School & Youth 
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Tzedakah Contributions
Please enclose contribution and mail with this form to the Temple offi ce.

(Minimum $10.00 per name or occasion)

Donation Given by: Acknowledgment sent to:

Name___________________________________ Name ________________________________

Address_________________________________ Address ______________________________

City/Zip:________________________________ City/Zip: _____________________________

Amount of Donation $______________    Check      Credit Card on fi le

Visa/MC ___________________________________ Exp.___________

In Honor of ___________________________________________________________________

In Memory of  _________________________________________________________________

Special Occasion _______________________________________________________________

Other _________________________________________________________________________

Other Donation 
Opportunities

Memorial Board $360 per name

Tree of Life $180 per name

Prayerbook Fund $35 per book
  
Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot 
has many Sanctuary and Facility 
Giving and Naming Opportuni-
ties. Please contact the Temple 
offi ce for further information.

Please note: If we receive your donation by the 15th of the month prior to a 
newsletter it will appear in that issue. After the 15th will be in the next issue. 
(Example: 2-15 will be in March issue).

3652 Michelson Drive • Irvine, CA 92612
(949) 857-2226 ph

SHIR HA-MA’ALOT
CONGREGATION


