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MUSSAR  : Judaism’s Tools to be Our Best Selves

PEACE OF MIND
Menuchat HaNefesh

“Rise above events that are inconsequen-“Rise above events that are inconsequen-
tial–both good and bad. For they are not tial–both good and bad. For they are not 

worth disturbing the calmness of your soul.”worth disturbing the calmness of your soul.”
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Leffi nRabbi Menachem Mendel Leffi n

Join Us for These Events & Much More!

Latke Cook-off
Sunday, December 6th at 10:30 am

Chanukah Service & 
Community Dinner
Friday, December 11th
Service at 6:00 pm / Dinner at 7:00 pm

Mitzvah Launch 2015!
Sunday, December 13th at 9:15 am

Jessica Herron Sharing & Caring Program
Chanukah & Christmas Gift Drive
Sunday, December 13th at 9:15 am9:15 am

the Ma alotthe Ma alot’  
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Friday, December 4th
• 7 pm: Family Shabbat Service with 5th 

& 6th Grade Participation and Youth 
Choir & Band

Friday,  December 11th
• 6 pm: Chanukah Service
• 6:45 pm: Chanukah Dinner (RSVP 

required)

Friday, December 18th
• 6:30 pm: Tot Shabbat Service
• 7:30 pm: Shabbat Service with Temple 

Musicians, “Homecoming Shabbat”

Friday, December 25th
• 6:00 pm: Shabbat Service

SHABBAT SERVICES ~ DECEMBER 2015

the Ma alotthe Ma alot’  
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A Jewish tourist stops an Israeli on Ben 
Yehudah Street in Jerusalem and the following 
conversation ensues:

“Can you please tell me the time?”

“I’m sorry, I don’t have a watch.”

“You don’t have a watch?   How do you know 
what time it is?”

“During the day, if I want to know what time it 
is, I ask someone.”

“But what do you do at night?”

“For that I have a shofar.”

“A Shofar!  How do you tell time with a 
Shofar?”

“That’s simple.  If I wake up in the middle of 
the night and want to know what time it is, I 
open my window and I blow the shofar as loud 
as I can.  A neighbor will always call out, ‘Hey 
you…Do you know what time it is!  It’s 3:30 in 
the morning—be quiet!’  That’s the way I tell 
time.”

A classic.  The shofar reminds us we are on a 
spiritual time clock as well.   Year in and year 
out, we come to services to re-calibrate that 
internal clock.  We must ask ourselves, “What 
time is it for us?  Are we on time with our 
goals?  Are we late to the class of fully living 
a life of meaning?  Or are we finding ways 
to expand our understanding of the way the 
world works?  The way our world works?”

How many people here know how to “text?” 
If any of you have teenagers, then I know you 
know the answer to this question.  It is the 
normal way for teenagers to communicate, 
so much so that email is practically passé 
for them.   My guess is that almost everyone 
here texts or knows about texting—which is 
sending messages via typing on your smart 
phone to another smart phone.  

FROM OUR SENIOR RABBI

Rabbi Richard Steinberg
The Rona Perley Memorial 

Senior Rabbinic Chair

While I love my smart phone, as I am sure 
many do—there is one aspect to texting 
I deplore.  It is called “auto-correct.”  For 
those of you unfamiliar with this term, it 
is when you type in a word and the phone 
thinks it is smarter than you so it corrects you 
automatically.  I cannot tell you how many 
times I have had my name auto-corrected 
to “Rabbit Steinberg.”  I cannot tell you how 
many times I have written the words “love 
you” and it comes out “live you.”  I cannot tell 
you how many times I have written the words, 
“I am thinking of you” to a member of our 
temple and it comes out “I am stinking of you.”  
Auto-correct is anything but—and so to it is 
when we run on thoughtless autopilot in our 
own lives.

Today, my friends, on Yom Kippur, we must 
turn off the auto-correct of our own souls.  We 
run too often on instinct and immediacy to 
really comprehend where we are in space and 
time.  
Too many mistakes get made because we don’t 
take the time to think through or examine 
what it is that we are writing or saying.  
Besides, auto-correct is a misnomer—it never 
corrects you correctly.  

But contrast auto-correct with an older 
technology, called spell check. Some of us 
might even still use it.  Spell check reviews 
the whole document and then tells us which 
words have been misspelled and it even 
checks our grammar and offers improved 
options for both.  The biggest difference is 
that in auto-correct the choices are made for 
us, and in spell check we are invited to make 
the choice for ourselves of how we want to 
improve—this theme of the Yom Kippur.  
When presented with a problem, spell check 
offers us three options in which we must make 
the decision of how to proceed with our lives.

Ignore: that is, ignore the suggestion the 
computer is making and let the problem stay, 
Change: that is accept the suggestion the 
computer is making and improve your work, 
or Add: that is add this word or phrase to the 
lexicon of acceptable words for your personal 
dictionary.

Yom Kippur is the spell check of our soul—and 
we get to decide today what it is we are going 
to ignore as if it doesn’t exist, change because 
it is wrong, or add because it enhances our 
lives.  We are currently writing our own 
autobiographies, every second of every 
day—we are all confronted with the choices 
we must make.  Let’s not be on autopilot but 
rather let’s be thoughtful about all our actions, 
the good, the bad and the ugly.

One man tells of driving a long and lonely 
road, a deserted highway with only one 
gas station in a hundred mile stretch.  Sure 
enough, he has a flat tire.  Thankfully, the one 
gas station is just a mile ahead of him. “Do you 
fix flats?” He inquired of the attendant.

“Yes,” came the answer.

“How much do you charge?” He asked.

With a twinkle in his eye, the man replied, 
“What difference does it make?”

This is what has been called a “Hobson’s 

Continued on page 13

YOM KIPPUR IS THE SPELL CHECK OF OUR LIVES
DELIVERED ON YOM KIPPUR 5776
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FROM OUR RABBI & DIRECTOR OF LIFELONG LEARNING

It is not by accident that in December, the 
darkest month of the year, Chanukah arrives.  
This latke, dreidel, company and candle-filled 
holiday—much anticipated by children and 
adults alike—is intentionally placed during 
the darkest season because it is, at its core, 
a celebration of the victory of light over 
darkness.  The tale of Chanukah is the story of 
the Maccabees who, though relatively few in 
number, used the power of their commitment 
and determination to defeat the more 
powerful Syrian Greeks, who had overtaken 
their sacred Temple.  Chanukah, which literally 
means “dedication,” is a celebration of their 
victory, their rededication of the sacred space 
as their own, and of their incredible dedication 
to their beliefs, even when those beliefs 
were assailed.

Each Chanukah season, I am reminded that 
despite the fact that acts of anti-Semitism 
are on the rise around the world and in our 
own country, we, as American Jews in the 21st 
century, continue to be overwhelmingly safe 
and fortunate.  For us, remaining dedicated 
to our core beliefs is a privilege and a 
responsibility.  

That is why, back in June, I was shocked to 
read that the Living Wage ordinance, which 
had been in place with very little push back 

since 2007, was overturned in Irvine.  This 
ordinance, which affected employees of 
companies that are contracted by the city, 
was originally passed in recognition that the 
minimum wage in the state of California, 
currently $9 per hour, is nowhere close to 
being ample pay to keep these workers out of 
poverty.  In fact, according to recent figures 
published by Families Forward, a family of 
four—with two adults and two children—
living in a two-bedroom apartment in Orange 
County, needs an average of four full-time 
salaries to support itself.  Simply put, the 
state minimum wage is not enough to keep 
individuals and families in Orange County out 
of poverty.  These are real people with real 
jobs—the kind of people that many of us have 
gotten to know during the weeks when our 
congregation opens its doors to some of the 
poorest families in Orange County as part of 
the Family Promise Homeless Shelter program.  
They are working families that cannot afford 
rent in this area.

Throughout the Torah, we are reminded 
that we should care for those who are less 
fortunate because we were strangers in the 
land of Egypt.  In the story of Chanukah, again, 
we are reminded that sometimes, it takes an 
incredible amount of dedication to uphold 
our values.  As a people, we understand what 
it means to be subjugated. I am dedicated to 
act so that those workers among us who have 
the least amount of power—the maintenance 
workers, the landscape workers and the 
janitors, just to name a few—can once 
again earn not only a minimum wage that 
is sustainable, but a wage that is livable and 
respectable.

There is a movement afoot to restore the living 
wage for contract employees in the city of 
Irvine.  Go to www.irvinelivingwage.org to 

learn more, or to learn how to add your name 
to the 10,000 names required to add this 
initiative to the 2016 ballot.  

Each year during this season of Chanukah, 
we read from the prophet Zechariah who 
famously taught that it is “not by might and 
not by power, but by the Sacred spirit” that 
great things happen.  May the light of the 
Chanukah candles inspire us to use that Sacred 
spirit for good so that our world, and indeed 
this city, can shine brighter.

CHANUKAH, A TIME TO 
HELP SHED LIGHT ON THOSE MOST IN NEED...

Rabbi Leah Lewis
The Jaff e Family Rabbinic Chair

With wishes for much 
happiness…

Becca Clark, 
our Youth 
Director, will 
be leaving her 
position at 
SHM this month.

We will miss her as she moves 
to Seattle to begin a new and 
exciting chapter in her life.

Please join s to say “farewell” 
during Family Shabbat Ser-
vice on Fri., Dec. 4th at 7:00 
pm or during our High School 
program on Tues., Dec. 8th at 
6:30 pm
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Congregational

  FAMFAMILYILY
RETREATRETREAT

REGISTER EARLYREGISTER EARLY
Deadline for Early Bird Deadline for Early Bird 
rate is December 14thrate is December 14th

Deadline for Standard Deadline for Standard 
rate is January 8thrate is January 8th

Register online:Register online:
WWW.SHMTEMPLE.ORGWWW.SHMTEMPLE.ORG

ACTIVITIESACTIVITIES
• • TeambuildingTeambuilding

• • High Ropes CourseHigh Ropes Course

• • Climbing WallClimbing Wall

• • Israeli DancingIsraeli Dancing

• • SingingSinging

• • Jewish LearningJewish Learning

• • Campfi res and S’moresCampfi res and S’mores

• • Special Adult ReceptionSpecial Adult Reception

• • All New SHMoFTY RetreatAll New SHMoFTY Retreat

Building Values, 
Building Families

WHEN
January 15—17, 2016
Program begins 5:00 pm Friday
Departure by 10:30 am Sunday

WHERE
Camp Hess Kramer
11495 Pacifi c Coast Hwy, Malibu CA 90265

C O N G R E G AT I O N  
SHIR HA-MA’ALOT
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SAVE THE DATE 
Chanukah Service & 
Community Dinner 
Friday, Dec. 11th 
Service at 6:00 pm  
Dinner at 7:00 pm 

Rabbi Steinberg invites you to join us 
for our annual SHM Chanukah dinner 
and service.  Bring your family’s  
menorah to light at the service. Enjoy a delicious dinner with  
brisket, latkes, and more… 

(Vegan that is gluten free option available with advance notice) 
 

Adults $25.00 / Child (ages 3-12) $16.00 
RSVP by December 11th by calling the Temple office  

at 949-857-2226 or online at www.shmtemple.org 
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As I write this article, I am in the midst of my 
Mussar study group lesson “patience”.  Hopefully, 
with some diligent introspection and mindfulness, 
I will have some mastery of this concept by the 
time this article is published.  As a congregation, 
embarking on a building project, it is certainly a 
lesson we are all practicing together.  

I remember walking into our synagogue in 2002 
for the first time.  We tried out Tot Shabbat as our 
first service—Jacob was about 3 years old and just 
loved the singing and marching with the Torah 
banging on the instruments handed out to the 
kids.  Liana was just an infant at that time, and 
she promptly fell asleep through all the marching 
and noise making.  We were struck by how warm 
and inviting this synagogue was and through all 
the chaos of a roomful of toddlers, how organized 
and engaging the service was.  We had many years 
of Tot Shabbats—truthfully, at the time I was 
a bit impatient to have my kids be more active 
members of the adult services—looking back, 
wow that time flew by!  At the time, Congregation 
Shir Ha-Ma’alot was just completing the previous 
remodel.  I remember thinking how modern the 
sanctuary was with its new electric ark doors and 
a crying room available (I think I spent our first 
Rosh HaShana in there!)  The classrooms were still 
under construction, but by the time my kids made 
it to the grades that were upstairs, the work was 
complete.  I certainly did not appreciate the effort 
that went into creating the synagogue space back 
then. Embarking on our current building project 
has prompted me to think back to my impressions 
of this space when we joined and appreciate the 
efforts that went into creating it.  

A little history that I have learned over the past 
few years serving as a lay leader at SHM: In 1968, 
ten families met and decided to form a Reform 
congregation for the Harbor Area, serving a 
growing Jewish community.  Harbor Reform 
Temple hired Rabbi Bernard King in 1969 and 
Cantor Arie Shikler in 1970.  The synagogue shared 
space from the beginning, initially with St. James 
Episcopal Church, then with Christ Church by the 
Sea United Methodist and later in a co-owned 
facility with St. Mark Presbyterian Church.  In 1974 
we were renamed “Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot” 
in honor of the people massacred in the city of 
Ma’alot, Israel.  

Our current building on Michelson was purchased 

FROM OUR CO-PRESIDENTS

LOOKING BACK WHILE MOVING FORWARD
RACHEL HARMANFRIEDMAN

in 1994.  Most of you know that our current facility 
was once a health club—somehow, the building 
committee had the vision and infinite patience 
to create a synagogue space that allowed our 
congregational family to multiply, expand, and 
flourish.  The athletic club transformed into a 
sanctuary, social hall, classrooms, etc.  Spaces 
we needed to allow our congregation to pray 
together, study together, celebrate together, and 
teach our children together.  The new sanctuary 
was dedicated in 2001.   

I recall on our first Tot Shabbat, remarking at how 
many children and young families were present.   
I recall feeling impressed by the numbers of 
kids in our religious school at that time.  Now, 
as our children explode out of the sanctuary on 
Sunday mornings, their numbers have more than 
doubled and they fill every classroom and space 
in our synagogue.  What tremendous foresight 
our building committee had in 1994 to know that 
we would need this space; that it would be put 
to great use and our congregation would grow to 
fill its rooms and spaces.  What patience they had 
to see the process through, to work together as 
friends and family, as responsible stewards of our 
congregation’s funds to build this space that we 
have enjoyed.  

Many of these original families are still here, 
providing guidance and wisdom as we embark on 
this new building project.  Those of us involved 
in the new building project are learning to be 
patient as the project evolves, takes shape and 
can truly begin.  I truly cannot wait to see our new 
building take shape. I am in awe of the committee 
members who dedicate so much of their time 
to this project and in the vision of our Rabbis 
who know that having space allows us to grow 
and learn together as a community.  For those 
that have done this before us, we are profoundly 
grateful.  My family joined just as the first remodel 
was coming to completion.  We appreciate the 
space that welcomed us and look forward to 
the space that will continue to surround our 
community.

As we continue on this journey with the plan to 
break ground in October 2016, Beth and I extend 
an enormous thank you for the patience of our 
campaign and building committees, and for the 
patience of our congregational family.  Beth and 
I will be adding brief updates periodically in the 

Ma’alot and you will be hearing from us shortly 
a more complete update and description of what 
has taken place since High Holy Days.  Our team is 
diligently at work and you will hear from us very 
soon.  

December 2015 Update 

• The High Holy Days successfully raised another 
$154,000 for the Capital Campaign.  The total 
funds raised by the Campaign are $8.9 million, 
just $1.1 million short of the $10 million dollar 
goal.  Contact Ken Bassman, Bob Yonowitz, 
or Rabbi Steinberg for donation and naming 
opportunities.

• The Conditional User Permit response was filed 
with the City of Irvine – the city had come back 
to us with 78 follow up questions that required 
extensive research and consideration to provide 
thorough responses

• We hired Gafcon, a highly experienced 
construction project management firm to guide 
the Temple through the balance of the building 
process—this relationship is already paying 
off with discussions on budget, phasing, and 
compressing construction schedules. 

Beth Carroll & 
Rachel Harman-Friedman

Temple Co-Presidents

Continued on page 7
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YOUTH GROUPS @ SHM
(Register online at shmtemple.org/Events & RSVP or follow 

the link in your email notice. See you there!)

SHMoFTY 9th–12th Grade Youth Group

Warm Winter Cooking at UCI! 
Saturday, December 5th, 5:00 pm–8:00 pm
Join your SHMoFTY friends for an evening cooking up warm, wintery 
delicious creations at the UCI kitchen! Wear a winter sweater and drop 
off  and pick up at the UCI ARC. Dinner and dessert included.
Keep your eyes on your email for an update about our SHMoFTY Retreat 
on Jan. 15–17 soon! It will be at Camp Hess Kramer in Malibu, and is sure 
to be an incredible weekend spent with SHMoFTY friends!

JiFTY 6th–8th Grade Youth Group

SoCal 678 in January! Saturday, January 30th
SoCal 678 is a regional experience designed by NFTY SoCal for middle 
schoolers! JiFTY will be participating in this regional event, and look 
forward to a day meeting new Jewish middle schoolers from Southern 
California! It will be held at Temple Israel in Long Beach. Keep an eye out 
for an email with more information and registration instructions.

MiTY 4th & 5th Grade Youth Group

Sleepover at SHM in January!
January 22nd–23rd from 7:00 pm -8:00 am
Join your MiTY friends for a sleepover at SHM! We will participate in Jr. 
Congregation on Friday night, and them have our own MiTY sleepover 
fi lled with games, snacks, a movie, and so much more! Please bring a 
sleeping bag and anything else needed for bedtime. Late night snacks 
and breakfast included.

Mini-MITY 2nd & 3rd Grade Youth Group

Warm Winter Cooking at UCI!
Sunday, December 6th @ 1:00–3:00 pm
Mini-MiTY will learn to cook in a special class just for us at UCI taught 
by a real chef! We will make warm, wintery (child friendly) foods while 
spending time with friends from Temple, and of course, eating delicious 
creations. Wear a warm, winter sweater! Drop off  and pick up are at the 
UCI ARC.

Family Havdallah Experience 
Chanukah Celebration!
Saturday, December 5th 
at 6:00 pm

At the end of Shabbat, come 
together with other SHM 
families for an evening of food 
and fun to get us ready for the 
festival of lights... and invite a 
friend or two to join you!

$5 per person, RSVP online at 
www.shmtemple.org or call the 
Temple offi  ce at 949-857-2226

SUNDAY, DEC. 13SUNDAY, DEC. 13thth
9:15 9:15 AM TO 12:30 PMAM TO 12:30 PM

In conjunction with the Jessica Herron Caring & 
Sharing Program, consider stopping by to take part in 
one, two or many of our on-site projects designed to 
benefi t various individuals and programs around our 
community

-or-
If you have children in Religious School, consider 
coming a few minutes early or staying a few minutes 
late to participate as a family.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
MITZVAH LAUNCHMITZVAH LAUNCH

20152015 
LENDLEND  A HAND!A HAND!
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If you have had the pleasure of being in our 
building during Religious School hours, you 
would realize that the ruach (spirit) is alive 
and well with our youth.  Whether you are a 
parent/grandparent dropping off or picking 
up a student, a Madrich/Madricha (8th-12th 
graders) walking in to their assigned classes to 
volunteer, a member of a temple committee 
helping out with bagels or the gift shop, 
a teacher getting prepared for their day’s 
lesson, or a student walking upstairs to their 
classroom, it is evident that Shir Ha-Ma’alot is 
THE place to be on Sunday mornings!   

The hallways and classrooms of our school 
are bursting with enthusiasm and engaged 
learning.  Students are working on deepening 
their understanding of their grade-level 
contents with their Judaica teachers.  
Hebrew Chavurahs are diligently working 
on their prayers and knowledge of Hebrew 
as a language.  Our Chuggim Specialists are 
engaging our children in different mediums 
with drama games, nature/team-building 
activities, and learning new Israeli dances.  
Overall, I’d say our students have gotten into a 
rhythm with Religious School and are excited 
to be a part of our larger SHM community.

SCHOOL NEWS

Heather Rosenthal
Religious School Principal

The Alpert-Waldman Family 

Education Chair

We have so many things to look forward to in 
Religious School in the next few months.  First is 
our Chanukah Assembly on December 6th.  We 
will celebrate this holiday as an entire school.  
And, the following weekend, we have Mitzvah 
Launch, which is always a fun, captivating day 
focused on each grade level doing a project 
that benefits someone else.  This Social Action 
day is imperative for our students to not only 
see a community work together to help others, 
but for them to take ownership in the helping 
by doing mitzvot.  And lastly, we will have an 
amazing opportunity to join other families in a 
weekend of loving, learning and leading over 
the holiday weekend in January.  Please join us 
for our Family Retreat at Camp Hess Kramer.

I want to thank all the parents and Madrichim 
for being flexible with our new program.  I 
love hearing all the positive comments 
about Sunday morning and the buzz in the 
community is that our school has so much to 
offer.  Our program would not be what it is 
today without our incredible staff, as well.  With 
this in mind, my door is always open for you 
to give me constructive feedback.  This is our 
school, so let’s keep making it amazing and the 
best it can be!

Rachie Rose enjoying time with 
residents at Heritage Pointe to honor 
them.

3rd Graders sharing their art about the Mussar trait: Truth 
(Emet) from their time in the Art Chug (rotation).

Families in our Pre-K, Kindergarten, and 1st Grade 
programs performing at Heritage Pointe for our Day of 
Honor in their off-site Family Experience.
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NaSHiM (SHM Women)

Living Room Learning
At the home of Linda Greene
Thursday, December 10th 
at 10:00 am
These programs, designed for women, will cover 
issues, concerns and topics in a safe, inti mate and 
warm environment. No fee, however registrati on is 
appreciated. RSVP online at www.shmtemple.org or 
call the Temple at 949-857-2226

Event Photography 
by Gidon

Over 20 years of experience 
capturing the intimate, 
spontaneous and joyous 

moments of your special day

Gidon Shikler
gshikler@gmail.com

407.760.5734
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
4:15 pm - Hebrew School
6 pm - Executive 

Committee Meeting
7:30 pm - Board of 

Trustees Meeting

2
7 pm - Israeli Military with 

Alon Rozen
7:15 pm - Mussar Group C

3
12 pm - Mussar Group D
6:30 pm - Temple 

Musicians

4
10 am - Torah Time for 

TINY Tots
7 pm - Family Shabbat 

Service with 5th & 6th 
Grade and Youth Choir 
& Band, Special Farewell 
to Youth Director, Becca 
Clark

5
8:30 am - Torah Study
10 am - Bat Mitzvah of 

Susan Miller
5:15 pm - Brotherhood: 

Los Alamitos Night at 
the Races

6 pm - Family Havdallah 
Experience, “Chanukah 
Celebration”

7 pm - SHMoFTY Event

6
8 am - Religious School
8 am - 7th Grade Action 

Day
9:15 am - Torah Time for 

Tots
9:15 am - Mussar Group A
10 am - Latke Cook-off 
10:30 am - Adult B’nai 

Mitzvah
1 pm - Mini-MiTY Event

7
9:30 am - Mah Jongg
6:45 pm - Adult Choir

8
4:15 pm - Hebrew School
5 pm - 7th Grade BMC
5 pm - 8th-10th Grade 

Classes
6:30 pm - Special Farwell 

for Becca Clark
6:30 pm - 11th & 12th 

Grade Class
7:30 pm - SHMoFTY Board
7:30 pm - Men’s Spirituality 

Group

9
11:30 am - Holocaust 

Survivors Luncheon

10
10 am - Living Room 

Learning at the home of 
Linda Greene

6:30 pm - Temple 
Musicians

11
10 am - Torah Time for 

TINY Tots
6 pm - Chanukah Service
6:45 pm - Chanukah 

Dinner

12
8:30 am - Torah Study
10 am - Bar Mitzvah of 

Joshua Saff er

13
8 am - Religious School
8:30 am - Mitzvah Launch
9:15 am - Mussar Group B
10 am - Jessica Herron 

Sharing & Caring Gift 
Drive

10:30 am - Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah

14
9:30 am - Mah Jongg
6:45 pm - Adult Choir

15
4:15 pm - Hebrew School
6:30 pm - Board of 

Education Meeting

16
11:30 am - Chai Society: 

Lunch & Speaker, 
Dr. Kevin O’Grady 
“Transgender Issues”

7:15 pm - Mussar Group C

17
12 pm - Mussar Group D
6:30 pm - Temple 

Musicians

18
10 am - Torah Time for 

TINY Tots
6:30 pm - Tot Shabbat
7:30 pm - Shabbat Service 

with Temple Musicians 
“Homecoming Shabbat”

19
8:30 am - Torah Study

20
No Religious School: 

Winter Break

21
9:30 am - Mah Jongg
6:45 pm - Adult Choir

22
No Hebrew School: 

Winter Break

23 24 25
Office Closed

6:00 pm - Shabbat Service

26
No Torah Study

27
No Religious School: 

Winter Break

28
9:30 am - Mah Jongg

29
No Religious School: 

Winter Break

30 31

DECEMBER 2015 ~ PEACE OF MIND/Menuchat HaNefesh
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Chai Society

Lunch & Speaker Series
Wednesday, December 16th at 11:30 am
Transgender Issues with guest, 
Dr. Kevin O’Grady
With the transition of Bruce Jenner to Caitlyn Jenner, the issue of 

transgendersism is in the headlines. Come hear Dr. Kevin O’Grady, 

former director of the Anti-Defamation League of Orange County and 

now the Executive Director of the LGBT Center OC, speak on this particular issue.

Lunch is $5 per person, RSVP to the Temple office at 949-8527-2226 or 

online at www.shmtemple.org

Brotherhood

SHM Brotherhood invites you to: 

Los Alamitos Night  
at the Races 

Saturday, December 5th   

5:15 pm: Meet at the Katella Deli 
4470 Katella Ave, Los Alamitos (562) 594-8611 

For a great Deli feast (the food is excellent) Dutch treat 

6:15 pm: Head over to Los Alamitos Race Track 
4961 Katella Ave, Los Alamitos (714) 820-8200 

For an evening of night time quarter horse racing 
Free parking with General Admission of $3.00 

First Race is at 6:30 pm 

 

Let us know if you want to join us by calling the Temple office  
at 949-857-2226 or online at www.shmtemple.org 

Welcome 
New Members

Thomas & Robin McNatt

Mathilde Peterson

Afshin & Sarah Shabanie

Mazel Tov…
Carly & Jeffrey Fliegler on the birth 
of their son, Crosby Shero 

Condolences to…
Stephan Cohn on the death of his 
father, Leonard Cohn

Jayne Ruane on the death of her 
mother, Claire Frisman

Long-time SHM member Rosalie 
Sogolow

Wendi Fast on the death of her 
mother, Rosalie Sogolow

Larry Sogolow on the death of his 
mother, Rosalie Sogolow

Howard Gilman on the death of his 
sister, Florence Shapiro

Norman Witkin on the death of his 
sister-in-law, Mary Witkin

Lori Reznick on the death of her 
brother, Morgan Kramer

Debbi Gordon on the death of her 
father-in-law, David Bernstein
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choice.” A Hobson’s choice is a situation that forces a person to 
accept whatever is offered or go without. The phrase was inspired 
by sixteenth-century entrepreneur Thomas Hobson, who hired 
out horses in strict rotation at Cambridge University. There was no 
choosing by the customer—it was strictly Hobson’s choice.

The author Goodier explains though that “most of the time we 
really do have a choice, and the choice we make does make a 
difference. We may not always believe it. We may feel as if we have 
no choice ... we have to do such and such.  But we usually do have a 
choice. When we realize that most of what we do, we do by choice, 
then we are taking control of our own lives.”

That is the exact message of our Torah portion this morning as 
well.  We have a choice between life and death, blessing and curse.  
It is not so difficult a choice that you need to go across the sea to 
get it or up to the heavens find the right answers, the choices are 
in our hearts, mouths and hands.  As we look at the screen of our 
lives, we have the choice to either ignore our problems, change 
what we don’t like, or add something new to improve our current 
circumstance.

So in hitting the spell check of our lives this Yom Kippur, let’s 
address the option of ignoring our problems first.  Don’t raise your 
hand but just consider:

How many of us can identify a current problem in our life?  How 
many of us know the problem is there and yet we completely 
ignore it as if it doesn’t exist?  Yom Kippur comes to ask how well 
is ignoring our problems working for us?  Ignoring our problems is 
no solution at all.  Problems always leak out in other ways.  Take, 
for example, yelling…some of us are yellers.  Do you know what 
yelling is about?  It is a form of ignoring or not dealing with the 
real problems or issues at hand in any constructive way?  Denying is 
another good way to ignore that which is happening.  Pretending 
something isn’t there is a game we play with ourselves to ignore 
the problem deep within.  But guess what—the problem doesn’t 
go away.

Yom Kippur is about relationships—with ourselves, each other and 
with our God.  When we ignore a relationship problem, it always 
comes back to bite us.  Nothing is ever solved and the problem 
festers and one of two things happens.  Either it explodes or 
implodes.  When it explodes, people fight, feelings get hurt, pain 
ensues and there is rupture in the relationship.  When the ignoring 
is internal, it can implode and person can become either physically 
ill or emotionally wounded or both and we see a decline at work, at 
home, in parenting, in accessing the best parts of ourselves because 
we are spending so much time trying to ignore what it is we are 
actually feeling.

Rabbi Steinberg from page 3

MUSSAR  : 
Judaism’s Tools to be Our Best Selves

HONOR/Kavod
Friday, January 29th, 

7:30 pm
(No FNL! in December)

Music is a powerful tool for evoking the inner space 
within which transformative prayer can happen. The 
ancients knew this, and music was a big part of the 
ancient temple ritual.
This service features congregational melodies and 
eclectic, contemporary music which compliment the 
creative service booklet compiled by Cantor Shikler, 
specifi cally for this service.

Friday Night Live!

LATKE 

Sunday, Dec. 6th 
10:30 am 

Bring a batch of your favorite  
latkes to share, along with copies 

of the recipe and a clever name for 
your recipe...let the voting begin! 

Ovens will be available starting at 9:15 
am to heat your pre-made patties 
The tantalizing taste test will run from 
10:30—11:15 am 
And the winner is...the exciting  
announcement to be made at 11:15 am 

If you would like to participate  
in the competition, register online at 

www.shmtemple.org or  
call the Temple office at 949-857-2226 

Continued on page 17
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ON-GOING PROGRAM

SLEEPING BAG DRIVE!!!!
Help needy families stay warm! Our goal 

is to provide sleeping bags to hundreds of 

needy families throughout our community. 

The majority of the family members  we help 

sleep on the fl oor.  Any extra money they 

may have, they spend 

on food.

  Donate new 
or gently used 
sleeping bags!  
Help spread the warmth of love to the needy in 

our community.  Bring your sleeping bags to 

the temple. 

Questions?  Ask Barbara King at 

frombking@cox.net

 Jessica Herron Sharing & Caring Program                                                                
Chanukah & Christmas Adopt-A-Family

Sunday, December 13th
9:15 am—12:30 pm 

Please join us as we help families in our community  cel-
ebrate their Winter  Holidays.  The families chosen for this 
program come from the poorest areas of Orange County.   
They are truly the poorest of  the working poor from our 
inner city schools, community programs, Jewish organi-
zations and  adoption and foster care agencies. 

You will be given a choice of families to “adopt” along  
with their “wish list”. Bring your gifts to the temple on 
Sunday, December 13th . The receiving families will pick 
up your gifts in the afternoon.  Opportunities are also 
available to deliver directly to your selected family. 

If you would prefer, you may make a monetary donation 
or provide gift certifi cates to stores such as Target,  Sears,  
Kohls or JCPenney.   

If you are interested in participating in this program, you 
may choose a family to sponsor by signing up in the book 
located in the temple lobby, registering online at the 
temple website or contacting Barbara King (frombking@
cox.net ) and information will be sent to you via email. 

Volunteers are always needed to help unload donations, 
distribute the gifts to receiving families and/or deliver 
the gifts to those without transportation!

Co-Chaired by Barbara King and Dana Klein. For questions 
contact Barbara at frombking@cox.net or Dana at Nevato-
late@aol.com
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Adult Learning 

Mussar Groups
PEACE OF MIND / Menuchat HaNefesh 
GROUP A: Sundays at 9:15 am

 December 6th (no group on 12/20)

GROUP B: Sundays at 9:15 am

 December 13th (no group on 12/27)

GROUP C: Wednesdays at 7:15 pm

 December 2nd & 16th (no group on 12/30)

GROUP D: Thursdays at 12:00 pm

 December 3rd & 17th (no group on 12/31)

At its core, Mussar teaches that every single one of us has work 

to do, that as part of our “personal curriculum”, we are imbued 

with a series of personal soul traits—middot—that need 

thought and practice. These groups will guide this personal 

practice.

Adult B’nai Mitzvah
Taught by Rabbi Steinberg

Sundays at 10:30 am

Meets: December 6th & 13th

(no class on 12/20 & 12/27)

Torah Study 
with Rabbi Steinberg and Rabbi Lewis 
Saturdays at 8:30 am

Meets: December 5th, 12th & 19th

No Torah Study on 12/26

Each week our Torah portion invites us to search our souls for meaning, 

memories, mitzvah, and lessons on how to be a mentsch. We read the 

Torah over and over again each year as we gain more insight into its 

depth. Study with the Rabbis the weekly Torah portion and you will have 

inspiration for the week to come. You will have food for thought that will 

nourish your soul. Weekly study is an essential part of Jewish life.

SA
VE

 TH
E D

AT
E

A  L I F E T I M E  O F  B E L O N G I N G

WENDI & BARRY
FAST

CHUCK JONES CENTER, CHUCK JONES CENTER, 
COSTA MESACOSTA MESA  

SATURDAY, 
APRIL 30, 2016APRIL 30, 2016

HEATH & KATHERINE
LINER

BERNIE & MARCIA
LABOWITZ

LEAH & DAVID
LEWIS

C O N G R E G AT I O N  S H I R  H A - M A ’A L O T
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SHM AUTHOR SERIES

DR. NEIL NEIMARK  

Friday, January 8th at 7:30 pm

Neil F. Neimark, M.D. is a Board Certified Family Physician and a Fellow of the 

American Institute of Stress, who teaches patients how to use powerful skills 

and not just pills to reduce their stress, anxiety, worry, and depression and 

reclaim their health, happiness, and peace of mind. 

The Science of Positive Thinking

Scientific advances now reveal that our physical body is nourished not only by 

the food we eat but also by the thoughts we think. In this inspiring book, Dr. 

Neil Neimark reveals how the science of positive thinking can help you radically 

transform your health, happiness and peace of mind.

MIKE GELLMAN  

Sunday, January 31st at 10:00 am

Mike Gellman, M.S. is passionate about coaching and has devoted his 

career to helping employees, leaders, and teams achieve their potential in 

corporate and nonprofit environments for the past 15 years. He is currently the

Sr. talent Management Advisor for SoCalGas and manages a career coaching 

and development center for company employees.

Pipe Dreams: 7 Pipelines of Career Success

Mike takes the mystery out of unspoken rules of engagement that every 

employee should know about moving around within your company. He offers 

an insider’s perspective and shares a behind-the-scenes look into key factors 

that effective employees master. In this book, he discusses essentials for 

your success.

SHM Hosts the Community Scholar Program: Torah Study

Dr. Sharon Keller, 
“The Striking Issue of Beauty”
Saturday, January 23rd 
at 8:30 am
“You are so beautiful” is a compliment that we all like to hear, but in 

the world of the Bible, “beauty” is not “in the eyes of the beholder,” 

rather it is a harbinger of negative events yet to come. From Joseph to 

Bathsheba, many of those who are described as beautiful have trouble 

Jewish Spain with Paul Liptz
Wednesday, January 13th 

at 7:00 pm

Professor Paul Liptz, one of Israel’s 

outstanding scholars joins us for a 

look at the history and present day 

Jewish Spain. Professor Liptz is a 

dynamic speaker and exceptional 

educator who has lived and taught in Israel for over 35 

years. Professor Liptz, a social historian, is on the faculty 

of Hebrew Union College in Jerusalem, has taught for 

more than three decades at Tel Aviv University, is Director 

of Education at the Saltz International Education Center, 

and has lectured and conducted workshops all over the 

world. His expertise is in modern Jewish history, Israeli 

society, and politics of the Middle East. 

Catholic Spain in the Middle 
Ages with Father 
John Monestero
Wed, January 20th 

at 7:00 pm

Fr. John Monestero is a priest of 

the Roman Catholic Diocese of Orange. He has been 

a member of the Commission of Ecumenism and 

Interreligious Affairs for the Diocese since 1989. He has 

been a member of the Muslim/Catholic Dialogue, The 

Buddhist/Catholic Dialogue, and is currently part of the 

Orthodox/Catholic Dialogue. He has been involved in 

adult education for 41 years and has a degree in Church 

History from the Catholic University of America.

Islamic Spain in the Middle 
Ages with Zakyi 
Ibrahim, Ph.D.
Wed, January 27th 

at 7:00 pm

Dr. Zakyi Ibrahim is an Associate 

Professor of Comparative Religion at CSU, Fullerton. 

He teaches courses in all aspects of Islam (including 

Qur’anic studies, History and Development of Islamic 

Thought, Classical and Contemporary Islam), Method 

of Studying Religion, World Religions, and African 

and African-American Religions and Spirituality. Dr. 

Ibrahim is the editor of the internationally recognized 

journal “The American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences 

(AJISS).
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If Yom Kippur teaches us anything—it teaches 
not to ignore.  In fact, why do you think we 
read all those confessionals aloud—it is to 
jar awake that which we might ignore.  Al 
chet shechatanu lefanecha—We have sinned 
before You…it shakes us.  It is harsh.  But we 
can’t ignore that which is in front of us.  Rabbi 
Sidney Greenberg, one of the great preachers 
of last century wrote, “If science is concerned 
with the problem of adding years to man’s 
life, Judaism is concerned with adding life to 
man’s years.”  The only way we can do this, my 
friends, is by not ignoring the issues we face.

So we must try as hard as we can, not to 
press the Ignore button on the spell check of 
our lives.  We have two other options, better 
choices before us. We can change or we can 
add.

This day is all about change—our second spell 
check option.  Our rabbis tell us that we know 
that atonement is complete when one has 
acknowledged their wrong (in other words, 
not ignored or denied it), apologized, made 
restitution and then most importantly, when 
confronted with the same situation in which 
he previously made a mistake, he chooses to 
change and act differently.  So Jewish to its 
core.  Our prayer book tells us that “God does 
not desire the downfall of sinners, but only 
that we change our ways and repent.”

The great Ameican novelist James Baldwin 
once wrote, “Not everything that is faced can 
be changed.  But nothing can be changed until 
it is faced.”  Here we are today on the holiest of 
days.  What is it that we are going to change?  
What is it that we are going to do differently?  
Are we going to react to our child in the same 
old ways that never changes the outcome 
of his behavior?  Are we going to hold onto 
grudges that only make us miserable, or are 
we going to change so as to find a different 
way of dealing with the hurt?  Are we going 
to advocate for ourselves in productive ways 
instead of in manipulative and passive ways?  
Are we going to change the way we approach 
people – will we give them the benefit of the 
doubt or come in suspicious all the time?  We 
are all struggling with our own stuff—but 

Rabbi Steinberg from page 13 we can also change it so that the struggle 
becomes a meaningful exercise in being our 
best selves. 

Pressing the change button in our brains 
and souls makes us grow, develop and 
become even better.  This need not be 
overwhelming…change can come in small 
and incremental steps, but change, even very 
small changes, make a difference.  They lift 
the spirit, move the pin, drive the ball down 
the fairway…change helps us move forward.  
Sometimes change is painful.  Sometimes 
it hurts—but in the end, it makes us more 
whole.  

And there is a third button our spell check 
offers us. And it is my favorite—the “add” 
button.  For example, spell check doesn’t 
recognize names—especially last names.  
When I type someone’s name in, and spell 
check asks me if I want to add that word to my 
dictionary—I always say yes.  What a joy to 
bring new people into our lives.  We can add 
to our lives in so many ways that will make us 
spiritually wealthy beyond belief.   Thinking 
about how we might add to our lives this 
coming year.  Being Jewish is the gift that 
keeps on giving.  Our tradition is an endless 
resource of lessons of life so easily applied to 
our own so as to help us reach literally higher 
and higher. Just a slight commercial here—
but I think it is true.  Almost everyone who 
comes to Saturday morning Torah study tells 
me it adds to their life and is always a great 
way to start their weekend.

Were it that we could add healthy years to our 
lives—generally not in our hands, but  we can 
add knowledge, relationship, love, kindness, 
giving and a every other virtue you can think 
of, if only we focus on pressing the add button.  
Some of us are afraid to add new things to our 
life.  We prefer the status quo—which can 
lead to stagnation.  Every time I take a class 
or read a book, I feel my brain cells expanding 
and it makes life becomes fuller and richer.  
Every time I meet someone knew or learn 
something new about an old friend, my life is 
enhanced.  

My friend, Yom Kippur is not autocorrect, Yom 
Kippur is about choices.  And as we write the 
text of lives, rather than relying on an outside 
source for improvement, we must do that 
work for ourselves.  As we review who we have 
been and who we hope to be, we have three 
choices; we can ignore what is in front of us, 
change that which needs improvement or add 
an expanded view of our place in this world 
and that which can influence us.  Because 
you are here today, you have not pressed 
the ignore button.  Good for you.  It says 
something about your soul and about your 
ability to grow and challenge yourself.  Yom 
Kippur invites us to change the things that 
need changing and teaches us not to be afraid 
of adding genuine goodness to our lives.  
When we hear the sound of the shofar, we will 
know what time it is….and what choices to 
make during this New Year.
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RABBI STEINBERG’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Hara Waldman & Hal Stern with appreciati on for the beauti ful 

service in honor of Hara’s dad, Marshall Waldman, and your 
support during this sad ti me

Hy Algazi in memory of Katy Algazi
Jayne & Michael Ruane, thank you for your beauti ful words at 

the funeral service for Claire Frisman, mother of Jayne and 
grandmother of Kevin & Kyle

Heath Liner & Doug Golden, thank you for leading the Men’s 
Retreat through an uplift ing and fulfi lling weekend

Larry & Maureen Thompson Family, thank you for making our 
60th Wedding Anniversary such a great celebrati on!

Janet Lawrence, sincere appreciati on for the visits and kind 
words for a speedy recovery to my mom, Rosa Lee Rothblatt  
while she was in the hospital. Your visits were uplift ing to 
mom and contributed to her recovery.

RABBI LEWIS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND
Heath Liner, thank you for the honor of being called to the Torah 

as a member of the Torah Readers Club
Heath Liner & Doug Golden, thank you to David Lewis for 

bringing us song and laughter at the Men’s Retreat
Janet Lawrence, sincere appreciati on for the visits and kind 

words for a speedy recovery to my mom, Rosa Lee Rothblatt  
while she was in the hospital. Your visits were uplift ing to 
mom and contributed to her recovery.

Larry & Maureen Thompson Family, thank you for making our 
60th Wedding Anniversary such a great celebrati on

CANTOR SHIKLER’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Jay & Leonie Kramer in honor of Beth Shikler and staff . Thanks 

for all you do!
Jayne & Michael Ruane, thank you for your beauti ful music at 

the funeral service of Claire Frisman, mother of Jayne and 
grandmother of Kevin & Kyle

Howard & Valerie Sloane in honor of Maureen & Larry 
Thompson’s 60th Wedding Anniversary

Cherie & Todd Creager in memory of Rosalie Sogolow
Larry & Maureen Thompson Family, thank you for making our 

60th Wedding Anniversary such a great celebrati on!

CULTURAL ARTS/FNL FUND
Arthur Friedman in honor of Arlene Taslitz becoming
Mentsch of the Quarter

Sharlene Konowitch in honor of Arlene Taslitz being Mentsch of 
the Quarter

Elaine Asa in honor of Arlene Taslitz as Mentsch of the Quarter
Howard Missner in honor of Arlene Taslitz becoming Mentsch of 

the Quarter from your siblings
Stacy & Mark Bleiweis, congratulati ons to Arlene Taslitz, a 

woman of valor
Louise Beckerman in honor of Arlene Taslitz receiving Mentsch 

of the Quarter Award
Curti s & Anne Browne in honor of Arlene Taslitz, Mentsch of 

the Quarter
Curti s & Anne Browne, thank you to Beth Shikler for her hard 

work and being a mentsch
Curti s & Anne Browne, thank you to Cantor Shikler for a 

fantasti c Jazz Friday Night Live

Doris and Milton Chasin Teen Israel Scholarship 

$2500 Scholarship 
(Two Scholarships Available) 

Students Incoming 10th, 11th or 12th Grades  

May Apply for the Scholarship! 

Who is Eligible? 

This must be the first educational teen trip this student has taken. Congregational trips with 
parents DO NOT exclude the students from applying. 

Student must be a current member and studying in the Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot High 
School Program. 

Program must be at least four weeks in length. Approved programs currently are the following: 
TIES (Teen Israel Summer Experience) Bureau of Jewish Education 
NFTY (National Federation of Temple Youth) Reform Movement Trip 
BBYO (B’nai Brith Youth Organization) 
Young Judea 

All other programs must be approved prior to application. 

What is the Application Process? 

Students must submit a two to three page essay on the importance of Israel to the Jewish  
people, by January 15, 2016. The Committee will review the essays and choose finalists to call 
in for a formal interview. 

In order to receive the Scholarship, the student must agree that within a week of his/her return 
home, he/she must submit a 750-1000 word essay on how Israel affected him/her. This essay 
will be published in the Ma’alot. Two scholarships will be awarded. 

Scholarship Awarded Mid-February 

Please contact Rabbi Steinberg for an application  
(949) 857-2226 or email at rsteinberg@shmtemple.org 

Submit essay to Rabbi Steinberg by Jan. 15, 2016 at: 
3652 Michelson Drive • Irvine, CA 92612 

Sunday, January 10th 
During Religious School 

Jewish Overnight Camp  
Fair 

Want to send your kids to  
Jewish Overnight Camp  

this summer? 

The following Camps will be represented: 
Wilshire Blvd. Temple Camps 
    (Hess Kramer & Hilltop) 
URJ Camps Newman & Six Points Academy 
Camp JCA Shalom 
And more! 

 

Jewish camp helps shape 
children’s Jewish identity,  

but also provides them with 
Jewish friends that will last  

a lifetime! 

Tzedakah Donations
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Tzedakah Donations

Bill & Nancy Platka in honor of Larry & 
Maureen Thompson’s 60th Wedding An-
niversary

The Bereshert Chavurah in memory of 
Cookie Sogolow

Bob & Nancy Wolf in memory of Jayne 
Ruane’s mother, 
Claire Frisman

Bob & Nancy Wolf in memory of Roberta 
Lange’s husband, Don

Curti s & Ann Browne on the occasion of our 
47th Anniversary

ELANA FRENKEL MEMORIAL SCHOOL  
YOUTH FUND
Dianne, Doug, Jake & Alyssa Golden, con-

gratulati ons to Arlene Taslitz being named 
Mentsch of the Quarter

Dianne, Doug, Jake & Alyssa Golden in 
memory of Eric Goldman, father of 
Jeremy Goldman

FLORENCE RUTH KING CHESED FUND
The Franklin Family in memory of Rosalie 

Sogolow

GENERAL FUND
Bob & Alana Yonowitz in memory of Eric 
Goldman, father of Jeremy Goldman

Alana & Bob Yonowitz in memory of Eric 
Goldman, grandfather of Braden, Dylan & 
Makena Goldman

The Franklin Family wishing a speedy 
recovery to Joe Colgate

Jim & Myrtle Pinsky in honor of Charlott e 
Pinsky’s 85th Birthday

Todd, Cherie, Arielle & Dana Creager in 
memory of Marshall Waldman

Wendy & Bruce Gary in memory of Michael 
Morgan Kramer, brother of Lori Reznick

JESSICA HERRON ADOPT-A-FAMILY FUND
Susan Miller, Thanksgiving Adopt-a-Family

The Harrington Family in memory of Jessica 
Herron

Rob & Jann Glasser Thanksgiving 
Adopt-a-Family

Stephanie & Tay Sandoz, congratulati ons 
to Susan Miller on your Bat Mitzvah and 
special birthday

Sheryl Anderson Thanksgiving 
Adopt-a-Family

Lori Bechok Thanksgiving Adopt-a-Family

Tracy Swan Thanksgiving Adopt-a-Family

Cheryl Taitz Thanksgiving Adopt-a-Family

Carol Meylan Thanksgiving Adopt-a-Family

Russell Pyne Thanksgiving Adopt-a-Family

Les & Debbie Granow Thanksgiving 
Adopt-a-Family

Sandy & Dan Perlmutt er in honor of the 
birth of our grandson, Daniel Marti n 
Perlmutt er

Jill & David Sheer Thanksgiving 
Adopt-a-Family

Don & Gwenn Abrams Thanksgiving 
Adopt-a-Family

Lou Ann Schemmel Thanksgiving 
Adopt-a-Family

Sandy & Dan Perlmutt er Thanksgiving 
Adopt-a-Family

Toni Rios Thanksgiving Adopt-a-Family

Jann & Rob Glasser Thanksgiving 
Adopt-a-Family

Lisa Kassel Thanksgiving Adopt-a-Family

Susan Bender Thanksgiving Adopt-a-Family

LIBRARY FUND
Lynne & Steve Koffl  er, congratulati ons to 
Maureen & Larry Thompson on their 60th 
Wedding Anniversary

Larry & Maureen Thompson, thank you to 
Beth Shikler for making our 60th Wedding 
Anniversary such a great celebrati on!

YAHRZEIT FUND
Bill Platka in memory of William Platka, Jr.
Robert Sherman in memory of Beatrice 

Sherman
Beverly Jacobs in memory of Dorothy 
Olshan

Joan Weiss in memory of Cynthia Bentley
Alex & Alla Berman in memory of Gary Tell
Leacarol Shinder in memory of my 

cherished husband, Louis Shinder
Leacarol Shinder in memory of my father, 

Alfred Cohen
Ted O’Connor in memory of Kathleen 
O’Connor

Connie O’Connor in memory of Jack Brody
Flora Ahdoot in memory of Morad Lavi
Jerri Loeb in memory of Shirley McGovern
Sandy Perlmutt er in memory of Florence 
Ganderson

Sherrie Kaplan in memory of Lynne Hale
Dr. & Mrs. Marvin Blum & Family in 

memory of Sophie Blum
Ina Zeleznick in memory of Lillian Gorodess
Lysa Goldstein in memory of Michael 

Chapnick
Henny Sterman in memory of David Eilfort
Bob Sterman in memory of George Sterman

David Susson in memory of Marti n Susson
Lori Reznick in memory of Leonard M. 

Kramer
Beverly Jacobs in memory of my aunt, 
Bess Olds

Tammy Cooper in memory of Isadore Bauer
Tammy Cooper in memory of Gloria Bauer
Marilyn Schnoll in memory of Milton 

Schnoll
Marilyn Schnoll in memory of Pauline Katz
Joan Weiss in memory of Bobby Lopez
Joan Weiss in memory of Margit Weiss
Dana Heiger in memory of Larry Alpert
Funda Irwin in memory of Yiksel Saydam
Ron Radziminsky in memory of 

Sue Radziminsky
Lloyd Lenson in memory of Gary Lenson
Lloyd Lenson in memory of Sidney Lenson
Esther Kett ler in memory of Sarah Vogel
Ben Kraut in memory of Hilda Kraut
Lori Schwartz in memory of Sidney 

Schwartz
David Schapiro in memory of my father, 

Harry Schapiro
Lori Reznick in memory of Leonard Kramer
Linda Davis in memory of Lewis Zellman
Kory Hitt elman in memory of Kelly Braden
Alfi e Schekman in memory of Esther 

Schekman
Rosilyn Sherman in memory of Lillian Banke
Janet Lawrence & Greg Berkowitz in 

memory of Isadore Rothblatt 
Rick Alpert in memory of Marian Alpert
Diana Cantor in memory of Bernie Alter
Barry Fast in memory of Jack Fast
Shirley & Sid Field in memory of Howard 
Gilman’s beloved sister, Florence

Bernie Labowitz in memory of 
Harry Pearlstein

Nancy Daniel in memory of Lynn Taslitz
Sylvia Schwartz in memory of Marti  Ann 

Schwartz
Larry Thompson Family in memory of 

Larry’s mother, Libbie Thompson
Larry Thompson Family in memory of Lar-

ry’s grandmother, Ella Cohodas Weksler
Larry Thompson Family in memory of 

Larry’s sister, Ruth Ensworth

Sponsor a Student 

Susan Miller
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Tzedakah Contributions
Please enclose contribution and mail with this form to the Temple offi  ce.

(Minimum $10.00 per name or occasion)

Donation Given by: Acknowledgment sent to:

Name___________________________________ Name ________________________________

Address_________________________________ Address ______________________________

City/Zip:________________________________ City/Zip: _____________________________

Amount of Donation $______________     Check       Credit Card on fi le

 Visa/MC ___________________________________ Exp.___________

 In Honor of ____________________________________________________________________

 In Memory of  __________________________________________________________________

 Special Occasion ________________________________________________________________

 Other _________________________________________________________________________

Please apply my contribution to the following special fund(s):

Other Donation 
Opportunities

Memorial Board $360 per name

Tree of Life $180 per name

Prayer book Fund $35 per book

Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot 
has many Sanctuary and Facility 
Giving and Naming Opportuni-
ties. Please contact the Temple 
offi ce for further information.

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

3652 Michelson Drive • Irvine, CA 92612
(949) 857-2226 ph

SHIR HAMA’ALOT
C O N G R E G A T I O N

 Alex Zeleznick Children’s Fund

 Camp Scholarship Fund

 Cantor Shikler’s Disc. Fund

 Cultural Arts/Friday Night Live! Fund

 Elana Frenkel Memorial School & Youth Fund

 Florence Ruth King Chesed Fund

 General Fund

 Jessica Herron Adopt-a-Family Fund

 Library Fund

 Oneg Shabbat Fund

 Prayer Book Fund

 Rabbi Lewis’ Disc. Fund

 Rabbi Steinberg’s Disc. Fund

 Ritual (Jerry Jacobs) Fund

 Special Events Fund (Aaron & Brock Silverstein)

 Todd Evan Ross School Fund

 Yahrzeit Fund

 Youth Group Fund

A Picture is Worth a 

Thousand Words…
We tell Shir Ha-Ma’alot’s story 

through words and pictures each year 

in our Event Catalog, website and 

monthly newsletter. 

I collect photos from events through-

out the year to use for a variety of 

printed and online pieces. Quite a few 

of them are from our Facebook page 

but many come from you via email. 

Please feel free to send me any of 

your favorite  SHM photos:

lcline@shmtemple.org

Lynda Cline, communications


