
October 2014  ●  TISHREI~CHESHVAN 5775

 A  L I F E T I M E  O F  B E L O N G I N G

 
PROJECTS

H
M

High Holy Days: 5775

• Kol Nidre: Friday, October 3rd
• Yom Kippur: Saturday, October 4th
• Erev Sukkot: Wednesday, October 8th
• Sukkot Family Service: Friday, October 10th
• Simchat Torah & Consecration, 

“Hebrew Jazz XIV”
Friday, October 31st  

at 7:30 pm

Friday Night Live!

Healing Service
Tuesday, October 21st 

at 6:30 pm

Lead by Rabbi Frank Stern 

and Marcie Howard

Special Service

the Ma alotthe Ma alot’ 
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Friday, October 3rd—Kol Nidre
• 5:30 pm–Early Service
• 8:15 pm–Late Service

Saturday, October 4th—Yom Kippur
• 8:30 am–Family Service
• 11:00 am–Morning Service and 

Children’s Workshops (K-3rd grade)
• 2:00 pm–Study Session
• 2:45 pm–Ask the Rabbi
• 4:00 pm–Aft ernoon, Yizkor & Ne’ilah 

Services 
Break-the-Fast immediately following

Friday, October 10th—Sukkot
• 6:00 pm: Family Service in the 

backyard & New Member Blessing
• 6:45 pm: Sukkot Pizza Dinner

Friday, October 17th
• 6:30 pm: Tot Shabbat

• 7:30 pm: Shabbat Service

Friday, October 24th
• 7:30 pm: Jr. Congregati on (Grades 3-7)

• 7:30 pm: Shabbat Service with Temple 
Musicians

Friday, October 31st
• 7:30 pm: Friday Night Live! Shabbat 

Service, “Hebrew Jazz XIV”

S H A B B A T 
PERSPECTIVETH

E

the Ma alotthe Ma alot’  
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Th ey say it is Rosh Hashanah—a New 
Year…but it feels an awful lot like 1939.  
We wish each other “Shana Tova—a 
Good Year,” but it might be more 
accurate to say, “Shana Kasha—a diffi  cult 
year,” both past and what may be our 
future.

Friends, when I tell you this is not 
the sermon I wish to give on Rosh 
Hashanah, I mean it sincerely.  Th e last 
thing I want to do is bemoan the Jewish 
plight—rather I want to talk about 
spirituality, about Jewish ethics, about 
living in modern society according to 
Jewish values, but I have come to the 
conclusion that none of that will matter a 
bit, if Jews, Judaism and Israel don’t exist.  

It feels an awful lot like 1939. Anti-
Semitism is on the rise everywhere, 
especially in Europe.  Th e press is so 
out of touch with reality that their only 
interest is the selling of advertising and 
not the reporting of facts and most 
certainly not in context.  Th e American 
government is often a day late and a 
dollar short in the face of existential 
threats to its closest allies, not to mention 
its own citizens abroad.  And Russia’s 
move to seize Ukrainian land has an 
eerily familiar feel to it.  And of course, 
Israel’s place on this earth is called into 
question day in and day out.  It has been 
a very diffi  cult year.

Let’s turn back not just 75 years, but 
4000 years ago.  A scene in the Bible is 
laid out, that we read this morning, in 
which Abraham is told to sacrifi ce his 
son.  With a machete in his hand, he 
is about to behead his own child—but 
God intervenes and says. “No! No more!  
We don’t act this way anymore.  Moral 
people, people with integrity and depth, 
people of faith—if, you say you believe 
in Me, if you say you love Me, then 
sacrifi ce and beheadings are not the 
way.”  Even the Koran, the Muslim Holy 
book, recounts this version, although it is 

Ishmael being off ered up, not Isaac.1 

Obviously, there are those who have 
not gotten the message.  Th ey are living 
in a society and with a world view that 
is so twisted and deranged that reason, 
negotiation and diplomacy don’t work.  
In my book, there is no moral diff erence 
between beheading men like ISIS does 
and using children as human shields 
like Hamas does.  Evil is evil and I am 
depressed to say that it exists in full 
force in the world in which we live.  And 
this is not happening beyond us…it is 

happening to us.  Th e journalist, Steven 
Sotloff , who was murdered by ISIS in 
August—he is us.  His aunt and uncle 
belong to our temple.  And today, his 
sister, Lauren is with us in our sanctuary 
with her aunt and uncle, the Pulwers…
Lauren, we send you our condolences 
and I dedicate this talk to your brother.  
May his memory be a blessing.

My friends, there is, I would suggest to 
you, one major diff erence between 4000 
years ago and 75 years ago as opposed to 
today.  Today, Israel exists, thrives, adds 
innovation and goodness to the world—
but even more, Israel also has a force to 
defend our homeland, our tradition and 
our people.  Th e threat is real, which 
I will detail in a moment and as I do, 
imagine for a moment, just for one 
moment, if Israel did not exist as I recite 
these facts.  We, American Jews, would 
not know the freedom we know today if 
Israel was not a reality.  Israel’s existence 

is deeply connected to our freedom.  
And we have a collective responsibility, 
as Jews, Jewish families and a Jewish 
community to ensure Israel’s survival for 
us and for the good of the world.

In an article from Newsweek, from July, 
entitled: Exodus: Why Europe’s Jews are 
Fleeing Once Again, (the title alone should 
send shivers down our spines) we read of 
the rise of anti-Semitism.  

Th e mob howled for vengeance, the 
missiles raining down on the synagogue 
walls as the worshippers huddled 
inside. It was a scene from Europe in 
the 1930s—except this was eastern 
Paris on the evening of July 13th, 2014.

Th ousands had gathered to 
demonstrate against the Israeli 
bombardment of Gaza. But the protest 
soon turned violent—and against Jews 
in general. 

Yet for many French and European 
Jews, the violence comes as no surprise. 
Seventy years after the Holocaust, 
from Amiens to Athens, the world’s 
oldest hatred fl ourishes anew. For some, 
opposition to Israeli policies is now a 
justifi cation for open hatred of Jews—
even though many Jews are strongly 
opposed to Israel’s rightward lurch, 
and support the establishment of a 
Palestinian state. 

As Stephen Pollard, the editor of the 
Jewish Chronicle, argues: “Th ese people 
were not attacked because they were 

OUR RABBI’S PERSPECTIVE

ROSH HASHANAH 5775
SERMON GIVEN 9 25 14

Rabbi Richard Steinberg
The Rona Perley Memorial 

Senior Rabbinic Chair

Continued on pg 14

“Today, Israel exists, 
thrives, adds innova-
tion and goodness to the 
world—but even more, 
Israel also has a force to 
defend our homeland, our 

tradition and our people.” 
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“Hebrew Jazz XIV”
Friday, October 31st  

at 7:30 pm

Music is a powerful tool for evoking the 
inner space within which transformative 
prayer can happen. The ancients knew 
this, and music was a big part of the 
ancient temple ritual.

This service features congregational 
melodies and eclectic, contemporary 
music which compliment the creative ser-
vice booklet compiled by Cantor Shikler, 
specifi cally for this service.

Friday Night Live!

Thank You…
Our heartfelt thanks to our talented 
SHM bakers for all of the fabulous 
desserts they made for the Dessert 
Extravaganza on August 29th. 

Heidi Duerr

Marcie Howard 

Leonie Kramer 

Betty Gorelick

Toni Rios

Stacy Bleiweis

Shelly Frank

Charlotte Pinsky

Ellen Arrow

Marla Roth 

Lori Suvalle

Melissa Park

Mindy Zive

Hope Snyder

Sandy Schekman 

Serah Lukoff 

Cindy Dreyer

Alla Berman 

Linda Greene

Shabbat Service 

Honoring Our 

Veterans
Friday, November 14th 
at 7:30 pm
We will honor those of all ages 

who have served their country 

as men and women in uniform. 

Worship with us as we give a 

blessing to these brave souls. If 

you are a veteran, please contact 

us at the Temple offi  ce.

Healing Service
Tuesday, October 21st

at 6:30 pm
Lead by Rabbi Frank Stern 

and Marcie Howard
Please join our members Rabbi Frank 
Stern and Marcie Howard as they guide 
us on a journey to fi nd peace-fi lled 
moments and discover possibiliti es for 
healing.  

Many of us have had moments when we felt “broken” and in need of 
repair.  This hour of refl ecti on will allow us the opportunity to touch 
the soul, listen to spirit and enrich the mind. Through music, prayer and 
contemplati on, this service will allow us to become more open to the 
present and to listen to the spirit that dwells within us. Rabbi Stern and 
Marcie Howard will off er us tools that can assist us in creati ng peace-fi lled 
moments and transforming our world. Please join us on the journey.

Third Tuesday of each month:
November 18th  March 17th

December 16th  April 21st

January 20th  May 19th

February 17th
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During the Rosh Hashanah evening 
service we read, “As the new year 
begins”.  The whole congregati on 
responds in unison “our souls are 
sti rred by the memory of joy” and 
further “our spirits rise in grateful 
song.”

We refl ect on the past year as we 
roll into the new one. We visualize 
the dark days as well as the bright 
ones as we put the last year in 
perspecti ve.  As with our taxes in 
April, now the account of our souls 
is being reviewed. In Hebrew it is 
called “Cheshbon Ha-Nefesh” (the 
math or accounti ng of the soul).  Yet 
perspecti ve is not only relevant to the 
past but also to the present and the 
future. Our SHM theme for the year 
is “Perspecti ve”, an excellent way to 
start our year. 

I open the large and heavy Webster 
Encyclopedic Unabridged Dicti onary 
of the English Language. Under 
perspecti ve it says “The faculty of 
seeing all the relevant data in a 
meaningful relati onship”. Further 
goes to say that Perspecti vism is 
“a philosophical doctrine” that 
reality is known only in terms of 
the perspecti ves of it as seen by 
individuals or groups at parti cular 
moments”.

Our perspecti ve changes all the ti me 
and also stays the same with regard 
to some fundamental realiti es in 
our life. Life experiences modify or 
affi  rm our perspecti ve and so does 
traditi on, upbringing and so many 
other inputs.  It is a mental view that 
can be our ally or nemesis.  Every one 

of us has a unique perspecti ve on life 
and all of its events.

Jewish perspecti ve is rich with 
wisdom starti ng with the Torah as 
the main source and interpretati ons 
included in the Gemara, Mishna and 
Talmud.  When we read Pirkei Avot, 
we fi nd a treasure of perspecti ves 
that apply to our everyday lives even 
today.  There is a saying “there’s no 
early or late in the Torah”. Time from 
a Jewish perspecti ve is not linear. You 
can argue today with a rabbi who 
lived three hundred years ago for 
that matt er.

One of my favorite moments in the 
Torah is when Joseph reveals himself 
to his brothers when he says “I am 
Joseph, is my father sti ll alive?”  Aft er 
inti midati ng, testi ng and making 
them go back to Canaan to bring his 
young brother Benjamin he fi ghts 
his emoti ons when he sees him. He 
goes to the other room, cries and 
washes his face. He could avenge 
their cruelty to him the last ti me they 
were together. He could remember 
the pit they threw him into, how they 
sold him to the Ishmaelites. Instead 
he took the larger perspecti ve view of 
the situati on.  He tells his frightened 
brothers “I am Joseph your brother 
that you sold to Egypt. Now don’t be 
sad and don’t be angry at yourselves 
that you sold me to come here 
because for survival God sent me 
ahead of you.” 

From that perspecti ve the big picture 
takes over the individual one. Joseph 
brings the whole family down to the 
land of Goshen and the Jewish Nati on 

OUR CANTOR’S PERSPECTIVE

grows from approximately seventy 
people to six hundred thousand at 
the ti me of the Exodus. Our history 
could be very diff erent if not for 
Joseph’s perspecti ve. 

As we begin the Hebrew Calendar 
year of 5775 I wish all of us a healthy 
new and exciti ng year. Two sevens 
book-cased by two fi ves, that’s 
already special!

Shanah Tovah!

 

 

A NEW YEAR PERSPECTIVE

Cantor Arie Shikler
The Hollander Family 

Cantorial Chair
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Welcome New 

Members
Ted & Connie O’Connor

Melvin & Lynna Silverstein

Todd & Roberta Smith

Julia Berman

Fabian & Stacey Calderon

Justin & Julie Schulman

David & Amy Berk

Menashe & Shira Kfi r

Mike & Marta Willner

David & Monica Finkelstein

Vadim & Oksana Pariser

Les & Maureen Taub

Melissa Neuman & 

David Witting

Michael & Sheila Hornback

Brett & Deanna Isaacman

Mazel Tov to…
Leacarol Shinder on the marriage of 
Kim & Evan Shinder

Lana & Irwin Alber on the birth of 
their grandson

Condolences to…
Rachel Harman-Friedman on the 
death of her aunt, Eunice Klein

Leora Robles on the death of her 
father, Glenn Gelman

Barry Buckser on the death of his 
wife, Judith

Edward & Sara Pulwer on the 
death of their nephew, Steven Sotloff 

Tran Meltzer on the death of her 
mother, Mimi Pham

Amy Kadell on the death of her 
mother, Judith Kadell

Jim Worrell on the death of his grand-
father, Russell Morris

The Community Perspective

Chai Society: Lunch & 

Speaker, Paul Bokota
“Local Politics, Local Pressure”

Wed., Oct. 29th at 11:30 am

Lunch is $5.00 per person. RSVP on-
line at www.shmtemple.org or call the 
temple ofi ce. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to call either of the 
Chai Society co-chairs: Barbara Kaitz, 
(714) 960-9403 or Sid Kuperberg, 
(714) 963-6161. 

The Happiness 

Project
Facilitated by Nadine Durbach, MSW, 
Manager of Adult Care at Jewish 
Federation and Family Services, along 
with Rabbi Steinberg and Rabbi Lewis

Wednesday at 10:00 am 

beginning November 5th

With age comes wisdom...and, a sense 
of renewed perspective on life. Join 
us on this journey to explore what it 
means to fi nd happiness in all aspects 
of your life as you age—from physical 
wellness, relationships with children 
and grandchildren, to fi nancial well-
being and more. Along the way, you will 
create a unique ethical will to share with 
generations that follow. 

Fee: $50 per person. RSVP online at  
www.shmtemple.org or call the offi  ce at 
949-857-2226.

• November 5th
• December 3rd
• January 7th
• February 4th
• March 4th
• April 1st

Brit Tikvah:
Discovering and Dealing with 

Dyslexia with guest presenter, 

Joan McNichol, Learning Center 

of Dyslexia

Wed., Nov. 12th at 7:00 pm

Men’s Spirituality Group
Facilitated by Rabbi Steinberg

Tues., Oct. 14th at 7:30 pm

Join Rabbi Steinberg for this exploration 
into universal issues that all men face. 
Young, old, or somewhere in-between, 
we will discuss subjects such as relation-
ships, business, sexuality and spiritual-
ity. In a confi dential setting, we will be 
able to share and talk about what it 
means to be a man as defi ned by Juda-
ism, by modernity and ultimately by 
one’s self.

NaSHiM: Girls Night Out

“Manicures & Mimosas”
Mon., Nov. 13th at 6:30 pm

Meet up with old and new friends for a 
fun evening out at “Oh My Nails” salon 
in Irvine. Food and fun are included…
the salon service is up to you!

Brotherhood
Build the Sukkah

Sun., October 5th at 9:00 am

Take Down the Sukkah

Sun., October 19th at 9:00 am
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I was a litt le nervous thinking about 
going to the Torah Time for Tots.  Aft er 
all, it was my fi rst ti me att ending this 
class.  It was Mary’s fi rst ti me att ending 
any kind of school, which she has been 
so eager to do.  How would that fi rst day 
of school go?  Would she meet any kids?  
Would she sit sti ll during circle ti me?  
Would I be able to get up off  the fl oor 
once I sat there?  All these questi ons 
were spinning through my head.  I took 
a deep breath and started to refl ect on 
the memories I’ve had at our Temple and 
now I am adding yet another:  Taking my 
granddaughter Mary to Sunday School!

Rosh HaShana is a ti me to refl ect on 
what has happened for the past year.  
What did I learn, what did I experience, 
who did I bring joy to and who did I let 
down.  This ti me between Rosh HaShana 
and Yom Kippur is one of my favorites.  I 
get to clear the slate, assess my life and 
count my blessings!  I try to do this on 
four levels:  Family and Friends, Work 
and Career, Temple, and Me.  I’ll spare 
you the details of my personal refl ecti ons 
(most of them anyway) and focus on our 
Temple.  What did we do this year, what 
are the blessings we should be counti ng, 
what could we have done bett er?

What did we do?  Refl ecti ng back on 
the past year, I fi nd a lot of blessings to 
count.  Here’s just a few:

1. Kehillah Kedoshah – our community 
blossomed with many of the eff orts 
of the Temple staff , lay leaders and 
volunteers to bring us closer.  Many 
of us opened our homes to other 
members to welcome Shabbat and 
get to know people we didn’t know 
so well before.  Over 70 people 
gathered in Aliso Viejo to celebrate 
being together and were brought to 
a congregant’s home based on living 
close by and found so many lovely 
people to talk to and connect with.  
We are a warm, caring community 

and the Radical Hospitality we show 
to each other is infecti ous.

2. Gala – It was off  to the races with 
our Kentucky Derby themed Gala.  
Whether it was coaxing our horses 
to the fi nish line, sipping on mint 
juleps or schmoozing with our fellow 
congregants, the mood was upbeat 
and vibrant.  A fun ti me for all!

3. Purim Carnival – Game truck, great 
food, costumes, Purim Schpiel all 
marked the holiday as a fun one for 
the record books!  The Olympics 
theme for the Schpiel had everyone 
laughing!  The games and prizes put 
smiles on over 400 kids faces!  The 
carnival also presented a great way 
for people to try out volunteering – a 
shift  at the game booths is over in 
a fl ash (watch for sign ups for next 
year!).

4. Women’s Seder – This event 
grows each year both in spirit and 
att endance.  Well over 250 women 
celebrated Passover together – 
eati ng, singing, talking, learning 
together.  This was one of my 
favorite events this year as it was my 
opportunity to enjoy this event with 
three generati ons of Carroll women: 
me, my daughter Sara and her 
daughter Mary.  I looked around the 
room and saw several other multi -
generati onal groups at the tables and 
had to smile at how we are creati ng a 
traditi on not only for our generati on, 
but for our young daughters and 
granddaughters.

5. Cantor’s Concert – The dulcet tunes 
of our Cantor blending with the voice 
of Duvid Swirsky of the Moshav Band 
and Paul Carman on upright acousti c 
bass and Gidon Shikler on percussion 
and vocals provided an evening of 
love songs and songs about love that 
was unforgett able.  Everyone in the 
building was tapping their feet and 

humming along to the music and 
rhythms. 

6. Life Cycle Events – Celebrati ng 
at Friday Night Services the Bnai 
Mitzvahs, Confi rmati on and Baby 
Namings…it brings us closer to 
each other and let us in for a slice 
of happiness, even when it’s not 
our family’s celebrati on.  The grins 
on the parents’ faces, the pride of 
accomplishment of the students, the 
glow of the grandparents watching 
a ti ny baby lift ed high by our Rabbi 
shines a light on all of us.

What could we do bett er? There are 
always places to improve and change.  
Among other things we have worked on, 
a major change this past year was to add 
a security guard for ti mes when children 
are in the building or for major events.  
We count on you to share feedback with 
us and we make adjustments based on 
your generous input.  

I know you’re wondering how the fi rst 
day of Sunday School went.  Mary played 
nicely with the other kids, met a new 
friend named Siena, and couldn’t sit sti ll 
during circle ti me but managed to roll 
around on the fl oor quite nicely while 
the teacher was reading.  Me – I met 
some lovely adults who went to class 
with their kids and was even able to get 
up off  the fl oor…at least unti l next ti me!

Refl ect on the year, count your blessings, 
say your apologies and let the light in of 
a new year and a new day.   All the best 
for a sweet new year!

OUR PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

Beth Carroll
Temple President

WHAT A SWEET NEW YEAR! BACK TO 
SCHOOL FOR ME…SORT OF
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THE LIFELONG LEARNING PERSPECTIVE

It was the summer of 1992.  Living in 
Washington, DC, as part of a college 
internship program with the Reform 
movement, I was assigned to volunteer 
in an AIDS clinic, and tasked to write a 
paper about what Jewish traditi on had 
to say about HIV and AIDS, an enti rely 
contemporary issue.  Sitti  ng in a cubicle 
in the Georgetown library and, with 
the proper guidance, leafi ng through 
pages of our sacred texts for the fi rst 
ti me ever, I learned what I had never 
before understood...that Judaism and 
the rich traditi on of Jewish wisdom shed 
an amazing amount of light on real-
world issues, and on how we live our 
lives…in 1992 and in 2014 and in every 
generati on.  

 Not surprisingly, the rabbis of the 
Talmud wrote about how and when they 
thought that people are best-suited to 
approach Jewish learning and Jewish 
living:  

Five years is the age for the study 
of Scripture. 

Ten, for the study of Mishnah. 

Thirteen, for the obligati on to observe 
the mitzvot. 

Fift een, for the study of Talmud. 

Eighteen, for marriage. 

Twenty, to pursue [a livelihood]. 

Thirty, for strength. 

Forty, for a deep understanding. 

Fift y, for counsel. 

Sixty, for wisdom. 

Seventy, for elderliness. 

Eighty, for power. 

Ninety, to stoop…

Despite the fact that we can debate their 
assignment of ages and stages, these 
rabbis taught us an important lesson.  
Namely, Jewish living and, just as much, 
Jewish learning, is a lifelong endeavor.  
At every point in our lives, there are new 
things to study, new ways to engage our 
minds, new experiences to have and new 
ways to see the world.  There is even 
one genre of sacred Jewish texts, the 
Kabbalah (the primary work of Jewish 
mysti cism) that people are discouraged 
from studying before the age of forty! 

 The Religious School year is off  to 
a great start.  With an amazing new 
administrati ve team in place, with an 
experienced, wise and devoted group of 
teachers, with committ ed lay leadership 
in our Board of Educati on and with eager 

students and parents, the youngest 
among us are being set up for a lifeti me 
of seeking new ways to understand 
our traditi on.  We cannot consider our 
Religious School as an enti ty separate 
from this congregati on.  Instead, this 
synagogue, as with every synagogue, 
is a House of Study for everyone.  
The Religious School is just one very 
important part of that.  There are 
countless other opportuniti es to learn 
and grow, despite your age or your stage.

As this new year, 5775, gets underway, 
please take a few minutes to look 
through your program book, or to search 
the SHM website, to go through this 
Ma’alot in its enti rety, or to talk with me, 
and consider what type of new Jewish 
learning and Jewish living experience is 
right for you. 

It is my hope that in this new year, 
Jewish learning will be for you a chance 
to be inspired and to add your own voice 
to our ancient and evolving traditi on.

Rabbi Leah Lewis
The Alpert-Waldman Family 
Education Chair

BBlessing of the  
animals 

Sunday, Oct. 26th  
at 8:30 & 10:45 am 
During the time when we 

read the story of Noah and 
the animals on his ark, 

bring your pets (on leash-
es or in cages) to the back 
yard at temple so they can 
receive a special blessing! 

Participating students can join their Judaica classes  
after the blessing. 

 

g g
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B’nai Mitzvah Students

Remi Frolichman
October 11, 2014
Daughter of Libby Frolichman & Vincent 

Gonzales
I att end: OC School of the Arts
I enjoy: Painti ng, drawing, watching You-

Tube, reading and hanging with my friends
Mitzvah Project: Hosted an Art Show to raise 

money for The Kythe Fondati on

Zachary Wein
October 25, 2014
Son of Shayna & Larry Wein
I att end: Corona del Mar
I enjoy: Playing football, soccer and many 

other sports. Enjoy photography and singing 
with my band, Inside Out

Mitzvah Project: Collected board games from the 
community for donati on to CHOC

Youth Group Perspective

Register for these events online at shmtemple.org under 
“Events & RSVP” or follow the registration link in the emails.

CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU THERE!
SHMOFTY (Grades 9-12)

Sleepover in the Sukkah!
Fri & Sat, Oct. 10 & 11 from 6 pm–8:30 am

Join SHMoFTY for an eventful evening of fun and bonding 
with your friends. With a SHMeon theme, it’s sure to be a col-
orful night! Come in your neon attire! $20 by Oct. 1/$25 after.

JIFTY (Grades 6–8): Improv Comedy Night!
Saturday, Oct. 18th, 6-9 pm

Meet at SHM for dinner, and then we will walk over to Improv 
City down the street for some hysterical improv comedy 
(appropriate for children)! It’s sure to be an evening full of 
laughter. $20 by Oct. 8 / $25 after.

MITY (Grades 4 & 5)

Spectrum Scavenger Hunt!
Sunday, Oct. 26th at 1:30 pm

In classic MiTY style, we will roam around Irvine Spectrum in 
teams to see if we can fi nd all the unique things on our lists, all 
while enjoying the company of our MiTY friends! $10 (dessert 
included) by Oct. 21 / $15 after.

MINI-MITY (Grades 2 & 3): Mad Science Mania!
Sunday, Oct. 12th at 12:30 pm

Come and have lunch and experience a crazy awesome mad 
science show here at SHM with your friends! $15 (includes lunch) 
by 10-5 / $20 after. 

Special Tot Shabbat 
for Sukkot
Saturday, Oct. 11th
10:00–11:00 am 
        (Special time)

Come shake the lulav 
and join us in the 

sukkah! 

We’ll sing, we’ll dance, 
we’ll play and 
we’ll snack. 

MAKE  A DI FFE RE NC E !  
MITZVAH LAUNCH 
LEND 2014 A HAND! 

One of our goals in creati ng Mitzvah Launch is to enable 
our students to understand the importance of helping 
others. In keeping with our goal, we have created a 
Mitzvah project that the enti re school can parti cipate in. 
Mitzvah Launch will be a regular Religious School day. On 
this day, the students will be making and packing close to 
700 lunches for a homeless shelter.  It is our hope that the 
physical parti cipati on will resonate with the students and 
encourage students to perform future mitzvot. Everyone 
is encouraged to parti cipate! Join us at the temple any 
ti me during the morning.

Sunday, Nov. 2nd 
8:30 am–12:30 pm
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Sukkot Service in the Sukkah
& Pizza Dinner

Friday, October 10th 
Sukkot Service at 6:00 pm
Pizza Dinner at 6:45 pm

A congregational Sukkot dinner is one way to bring us all together during the 
holidays. Together, we are building a tradition of community celebration. The 
Sukkot dinner will be preceded by our service in the backyard—under the Sukkah. 
Reservations are required for dinner.

Pizza Dinner RSVP (by Tuesday, Oct. 7th)

Family Name _______________________________________________

Phone (       )__________________________ 

Email _________________________________________

 Total Number Attending:____________

I/We wish to order _____ Adult dinner(s) at $8.00 per person   $_____________

 I/We wish to order _____ Child (2-12 years) dinner(s) at $6.00 per person $_____________

       TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $______________

Enclosed is a check made payable to Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot

Charge my  VISA ______ Master Card _____ Credit card on  le _____

Card #_______________________________________________ 

Expires _________________

The Holiday Perspective—Sukkot

This wonderful under-celebrated holiday is an opportunity to share in the 
beauty of fall, remember the trek of the ancient Israelites, and partake of the Fall 
harvest time. We will welcome all of our new temple members with a special 
blessing in the Sukkah.

Erev Sukkot: Wednesday, October 8th
6:00 pm: Bring your dinner & eat in the 

Sukkah

6:30 pm: Service & Kosher Wine Tasting 
(all ages are welcome, 21+ for wine)

Sukkot Family Service: Friday, October 10th
6:00 pm: Family Service with New Nember blessing 

6:45 pm: Community Pizza Dinner (RSVP required)

Erev Simchat Torah 
& Consecration

Wednesday, October 15th
Yizkor Service at 5:30 pm 

Kindergarten & Simchat 
Torah Service at 6:30 pm

Each year we read the Torah in its 
entirety. Please join us this year as 
we read the last lines of Deuter-
onomy and the fi rst lines of Genesis. 
Indeed this is a celebration. For 
we not only celebrate Torah on 
Simchat Torah, we celebrate the 
learning of Torah by consecrating 
the newest students to our Temple.  
Each student will be called to the 
bimah for a special individual 
blessing with the Rabbi. In addi-
tion, there will be dancing, singing, 
celebrating, fl ag waving, and much 
more.

REGISTER NOW...

2014 Mah Jongg 
Tournament

Monday, October 27th

9:00 am—3:00 pm

Pot luck lunch

Prizes will be awarded

$18.00 per player

This tournament is for experienced 
players only.  Event is open to all 

SHM members.
Register online at www.shmtemple.

org. Contact the Temple offi  ce for more 
information.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
6:30 pm - Temple 
Musicians

3

Kol Nidre
5:30 pm - Early Service
8:15 pm - Late Service

4

Yom Kippur
8:30 am - Family Service
11 am - Morning Service
11 am - Children’s 
Workshops
2 pm - Study Session
2:45 pm - Ask the Rabbi
4 pm - Afternoon, Yizkor 
& Ne’ilah Services
Break the Fast immediately 
following

5
No Religious School
9 am - Brotherhood to 
build the Sukkah

6
9:30 am - Mah Jongg

7
4:15 pm - Hebrew School
6 pm - Executive Commit-
tee Meeting
7:30 pm - Board of 
Trustees Meeting

8

Erev Sukkot
6 pm - Bring your dinner 
to eat in the Sukkah
6:30 pm - Service & 
Kosher Wine Tasting

9

Sukkot
Temple Offi  ce Closed

10
10 am - Torah Time for 
TINY Tots
6 pm - Family Sukkot 
Service in the Backyard
6 pm - SHMoFTY Over-
night in the Sukkah
6:45 pm - Sukkot Pizza 
Dinner (RSVP required)

11
8:30 am - Torah Study
9:30 am - Tot Shabbat in 
the Sukkah
10 am - Bat Mitzvah of 
Remi Frolichman

12
8:30 am or 10:45 am - 
Religious School
8:30 am - Nosh & Drash
9:30 am - New Member 
Coff ee
10:15 am - Youth Choir
12:30 pm - Youth Band
12:30 pm - Mini-MiTY: 
Mad Science Mania!

13
9:30 am - Mah Jongg
6:45 pm - Adult Choir

14
4:15 pm - Hebrew School
5 pm - 7th Grade BMC
5 pm - 8th-10th Grade 
Classes
6:30 pm - 11th & 12th 
Grade Class
7:30 pm - SHMoFTY Board 
Meeting
7:30 pm - Men’s Spiritual-
ity Group

15
5:30 pm - Yizkor Service
6:30 pm - Kindergarten 
Consecration & Simchat 
Torah

16

Simchat Torah
Temple Offi  ce Closed

17
10 am - Torah Time for 
TINY Tots
6:30 pm - Tot Shabbat
7:30 pm - Shabbat Service

18
8:30 am - Torah Study
6 pm - JiFTY: Improv 
Comedy Night!

19
8:30 am or 10:45 am - 
Religious School with 2nd 
Grade Family Camp
8:30 am - Nosh & Drash
9 am - Brotherhood to 
remove the Sukkah
9:30 am - New Member 
Coff ee
10:15 am - Youth Choir
12:30 pm - Youth Band
1:00 pm - Puber-Tea or 
Guy Talk

20
9:30 am - Mah Jongg
6:45 pm - Adult Choir

21
4:15 pm - Hebrew School
6:30 pm - Healing Service
6:30 pm - Board of 
Education Meeting

22
7 pm - OC Jewish Film 
Festival at SHM: “I Shall 
Not be Silent” documen-
tary of Joachim Prinz

23
10 am - Living Room 
Learning at the home of 
Kim Cohen
6:30 pm - Temple 
Musicians

24
10 am - Torah Time for 
TINY Tots
7:30 pm - Jr Congregation 
(Grades 3-7)
7:30 pm - Shabbat Service 
with Temple Musicians

25
8:30 am - Torah Study
10 am - Bar Mitzvah of 
Zachary Wein

26
8:30 am or 10:45 am - 
Religious School
8:30 am or 10:45 am - 
Blessing of the Animals
8:30 am - Nosh & Drash
10:15 am - Youth Choir
10:45 am - Torah Time 
for Tots
12:30 pm - Youth Band
1:30 pm - MiTY: Spectrum 
Scavenger Hunt!

27
9:30 am - Mah Jongg 
Tournament
6:45 pm - Adult Choir

28
4:15 pm - Hebrew School
5 pm - 7th Grade BMC
5 pm - 8th & 9th Grade 
Classes
6 pm - CPR, First Aid & 
AED Certifi cation

29
11:30 am - Chai Society: 
Lunch & Speaker, Paul 
Bokota “Local Politics, 
Local Pressure”

30 31
10 am - Torah Time for 
TINY Tots
7:30 pm - Friday Night 
Live! Shabbat Service, 
“Hebrew Jazz XIV”

OCTOBER 2014 / TISHREI~CHESHVAN 5775
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Hineini: 
A JEWISH MINDFULNESS GROUP 

Tuesday, November 4th 
6:00 pm 

From the Torah to modern day, the word hineini means that we do more 
than simply show up. We are fully present, fully mindful of the world around 
us.  Judaism can inspire one to live a mindful life, but it takes practice. Be 
part of this 6-part practice in Jewish mindfulness to acquire the gifts and 
benefits of hineini. 

Future session dates:  
December 2nd 
January 6 
February 3 
March 3 
April 7 

Many thanks to all of our 
SHM volunteers for making 
our synagogue a home to the 
homeless families of Family 
Promise.

Lenni Meyerson

Jay, Tammy, Brooke, Hayden Orrill

Mike Gellman & Jonas Holdaway

Becky Millman

Jeff  Brenner & Stephen Brenner

Hara Waldman, Hal Stern, 
Michael Stern, Sarah Stern

Cherie Creager

Louise Beckerman

David Leibsohn, Sophie Leibsohn

Phil Waldman

Howard Serbin

Leonie & Jay Kramer

Marla Glabman, Zach Glabman, 
Ben Glabman

Lisa Monett e

Jeanine Mouchawar & Family

Eric Horwitz

Tammy Cooper, Dusti n Cooper

Rob, Jodi, and Andrea Fleishman

Lewis Family

Ilana, Mike, and Joseph Rosenberg

Hot Challah Club
Friday, Nov. 7th: 

Family Shabbat Service

Make the challah: 6:30 pm 

Service: 7:00 pm

Come just a few minutes before services 
to nourish your body as well as your soul. 
We invite people of all ages to make a 
challah and while you are at services, the 

challah will bake. As you leave for home aft er the Oneg, you will have a 
fresh challah to enjoy for the Sabbath.  There is no fee, however RSVP 
is requested to that we may plan for enough dough. RSVP online at 
www.shmtemple.org or call the Temple offi  ce at 949-857-2226.
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The Adult Learning and Parent/Family Perspective

Weekly Lessons of Life: Torah 

Study
Taught by Rabbi Steinberg and Rabbi Lewis

Saturdays at 8:30 am

10/11, 10/18, 10/25 

(No torah study on 10/4)

Each week our Torah portion invites us to 
search our souls for meaning, memories, 
mitzvah, and lessons on how to be a men-
tsch. We read the Torah over and over again 
each year, increasing our insight into its 
depth. Study the weekly Torah portion with 
the Rabbis and gain inspiration that will nour-
ish your soul. You will have food for thought 
that will nourish your soul. Weekly study is an 
essential part of Jewish life.

Nosh and Drash (Yiddish for 

“Learn”)
Taught by Rabbi Steinberg, Rabbi Lewis and 
other amazing teachers

Sundays 8:30–9:30 am

October Judaism Series
Oct. 12th: Reform Judaism

Oct. 19th: Conservative Judaism

Oct. 26th: Reconstructionist 

          Judaism

Join us on Sunday mornings between 8:30 
and 9:30 to enjoy a bagel and coff ee and 
food for thought. We will inspire you with 
one  basic question: How can I apply Juda-
ism to my life in a meaningful way? The class 
will learn the basics of Judaism from Bible to 
Talmud, from Reform to Orthodoxy. We will 
explore the ethics of our religion that guide 
our beliefs.

With a wide array of guest speakers and the 
core of the course taught by Rabbis Steinberg 
and Lewis, we will gain insight into the Jewish 
spark that can light up our lives. Feel free to 
drop in whenever you are available, or come 
every week. Each week will be a unit unto 
itself, but the more one attends, the more 
they will understand the building blocks of 
Jewish life.

Tuesday, October 28th 
6:00—8:30 pm (Approx. end time) 
$75 per person 

To save a life, it is as if you have saved the entire world (Mishnah) 

Spend a fun and important evening with other temple members and 
earn your CPR, First Aid & AED (Automated External Defibrillator)  
certification. This session is great for parents, friends and caretakers 
of any sort. 

Light refreshments will be provided. 

Sign-up online at 
www.shmtemple.org or by 
calling the Temple office at 
949-857-2226 before Friday, 
October 25th 

SHM Board of Education  
Fundraiser 

Congrega on Shir Ha-Ma’alot 
3652 Michelson Drive, Irvine 92612 

Timing is critical during life 
threatening emergencies. When 
every second counts, make sure 

you know what to do! 

Living Room Learning
Thursday, Oct. 23rd

10:00 am at the home of Kim Cohen

This program, designed for women, will cover issues, concerns and topics in 
a safe, intimate and warm environment. No fee for the event, however RSVP 
is appreciated. Contact the Temple at 949-857-2226 to register or for the 
address for Kim Cohen

Family Havdallah Experience
Saturday, Nov. 15th at 6:00 pm

We will celebrate the end of Shabbat by joining with 
other families and friends for music, art and learning. 
Bring the whole family and spend the evening having 
fun and building memories.
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Continued on pg 18

Rabbi Steinberg continued

showing their support for the Israeli 
government. Th ey were attacked because 
they were Jews, going about their daily 
business.”

Jews are fl eeing France in the thousands 
now.  A few years ago, 1,000 or so Jews 
made Aliyah a year.  Th is past year, it was 
close to 6,000 Jews who left. 2 

Imagine if Israel did not exist for those 
Jews of France?  It would be an awful 
lot like 1939.  But Israel does exist and 
we ought not be ashamed of it for one 
minute.  Unfortunately, evil exists all over 
the world and Jews are often the target of 
the venomous snakes of anti-everything.  
And while our Torah teaches us to always 
pursue peace before we go to war, make 
no mistake about it—we need power 
to protect ourselves.  We need power 
to prevent another Holocaust from 
happening.  It is ironic that 6 million 
Jews live in Israel today—that number 
ought never decrease at the hands of evil.  
When we say never again—we mean it 
and must ensure it.

In speaking at Yad Vashem Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Jerusalem, Prime 
Minister Netanyahu pondered: 

I ask myself: why, in the years 
preceding the Holocaust, did the 
overwhelming majority of world 
leaders and Jewish leaders fail to detect 
the danger in time? Very few world 
leaders understood the enormity of the 
threat to humanity posed by Nazism.

Th e bitter and tragic truth is this: it 
is not that they did not see it. Th ey 
did not want to see it. And why did 
they choose not to see the truth? 
Because they did not want to face the 
consequences of that truth.

Month after month, year after 
year, more and more information 
was received in London, Paris and 
Washington regarding the capabilities 
and intentions of the Nazi regime. 
Th e picture was becoming clear to 
everybody. However, ‘they have eyes, 
but cannot see; they have ears, but 
cannot hear’ (Psalms 115). 3

My friends, my job today is to tell us to 
make sure our eyes see and our ears hear.  
We, lucky Americans, live in relative 
freedom and security.  With that comes 
responsibility.  A grave responsibility.  
We must be sure the world sees and hears 
and if they choose not to do anything 
about evil in the world, especially against 
Jews, we must.

Netanyahu went on to say: 

When you refuse to accept reality as it 
is, you can deny it. And this is precisely 
what the leaders of the West did. Th ey 
dismissed the murderous Nazi rhetoric 
as internal German politics; they down 
played the seriousness of the danger 
of the military build-up of the Nazis, 
claiming that it was the result of the 
natural will of a proud nation, that it 
should be taken into consideration, that 
it should be accepted.

Today, we have a sovereign Jewish 
state. As Prime Minister of Israel, I 
do not hesitate to speak the truth to 
the world, even when faced with so 
many blind eyes and deaf ears. Unlike 
our situation during the Holocaust, 
when we were like leaves on the wind, 
defenseless, now we have great power 
to defend ourselves, and it is ready for 
any mission. Th is power rests on the 

courage and ingenuity of the soldiers 
of the IDF and our security forces. It is 
this power that enabled us, against all 
odds, to build the State of Israel. 4

We will never forget the victims of the 
Holocaust, we will never forget the 
ultimate crime against humanity.  And 
we will never forget our obligation 
to prevent this from ever happening 
again. 5 

Israel is not just the defender of land in 
the Middle East—it’s the defender of a 
life affi  rming people, who say L’chaim—
to life, always.  But make no mistake 
about it—we, in defending such an 
attitude and way of life, are forced with 
impossible choices.

In his amazing piece about “Th e Ethics 
of Jewish Power,” delivered in the year 
2000, Rabbi Itz Greenberg, a modern day 
philosopher, writes the following:  

Power corrupts. But there is no 
other morally tolerable choice. Th e 
alternative is death. Th is is the lesson 
that the Jewish people learned from the 
Holocaust.”

Says the Talmud: Th ose who are 
merciful to people who deserve cruelty 
will end up being cruel to people 
who deserve mercy (Midrash Kohelet 
Rabah 7:16). Often the punishment for 
failure to take reality into account is to 
do the opposite of what was intended. 
In the 1930s, an underground religious 
group considered assassinating Hitler, 
but decided against it on the grounds 
that there is no moral right to kill a 
bad ruler. Th e millions of innocent 
victims of Hitler’s later murderous war 
on Jews and others could well claim 
that the righteousness of the German 
underground paved the way for the 
cruel sadistic war on them. 

Th e beginning of ethical wisdom is 
the recognition that in an unredeemed 
world, one must be able and willing to 
exercise power to protect or advance 
the good.

However, any exercise, no matter how 
well-intentioned, will have inescapable 
‘immoral’ side eff ects. Yet, if doing 
nothing leads to greater evil than 
doing something, then failure to act 
is moral default. Th ose who refuse to 
use such ‘immoral’ means are guilty of 

“Israel is not just the 

defender of land in the 

Middle East—it’s the de-

fender of a life affi  rming 

people who say L’chaim—

to life, always.”

“Whether we are born 

Jews, converted, part of a 

Jewish family or in any way 

connected to Judaism, we 

have a responsibility to 

stand up and be counted.”
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Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot 

I would like to help sponsor a Religious School student 
Please mail check & tear-off to the Temple 

Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot • 3652 Michelson Drive • Irvine, CA • 92612 • (949) 857-2226 

     Sponsor’s Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

     Phone Number: _____________________________  Cell Number: _________________________ 

   Amount: $__________  Paid with:    Check #: ________     

 Credit Card Number _________________________________            Exp. Date: _____________ 
              
  Signature: ___________________________________________________  

 SPONSOR AN SHM STUDENT  
The Future of the Jewish People rests in the  

education of our children... 

CAN YOU HELP MAKE THIS HAPPEN? 

Can you imagine having to tell your child that he/she will not be able 
to return to Religious School this year because you can’t afford it? 

Thanks to generous donations from our members last year, SHM was 
able to sponsor students in Religious School. The letter below, from 
a parent who received funds, highlights the impact made on one of 
our families: 

Thank you so much for enabling my children to receive the Jewish educa-
tion that is so important to them, and to us as a family. I have always had a 
very strong Jewish identity and I am very happy to discover that, thanks to 
SHM’s generosity (and their own personal sentiments), my children are also 
growing into proud Jews.  

In fact, the other day in the car, one of my children spontaneously an-
nounced: "I'm so glad I'm Jewish."  When I smiled and asked why, she said, 
"If we weren’t Jewish, we wouldn't have Shabbat, and we wouldn't eat challah 
or matza brei, or learn Hebrew. It would just be weird." In the rearview mirror, 
I caught her younger brother nodding in earnest agreement. My heart swelled 
with pride (and motherly amusement) at that moment.  

We remain very grateful to belong to this congregation of mentsches. I can't 
thank you enough for helping us (and other families in need) this year. Some-
day, when we get back on our feet, I plan to pass on your mitzvot. 
Warm regards, 
One Grateful Single Mother 

Religious School fees range from $300 to $1130 depending on the grade level.  If 
you are able to sponsor a child any amount would be greatly appreciated and will 
help educate the next generation of Jews. 

Please contact Beth Shikler at 949 857-2226 or beth@shmtemple.org  
for donation or additional information.   Thank you!  
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Registration begins 

September 1st!
IF YOU HAVE NOT REGISTERED YOUR 

REWARDS CARD ONLINE:

1. Log in to www.ralphs.com
2. Click on ‘Create an Account’
3. Follow the 5 easy steps to create an 
online account
4. You will be instructed to go to your 
email inbox to confi rm your account
5. After you confi rm your online account 
by clicking on the link in your email, 
return to www.ralphs.com and click on 
‘my account’ (you may have to sign in 
again fi rst).
6. View all your information and edit as 
necessary
7. Link your card to your organization by 
clicking on:

a. Community Rewards
b. Edit my community contribution 
and follow the instructions
c.  Remember to click on the circle to 
the left of your organizations’ name

IF YOU ARE ALREADY AN ONLINE 

CUSTOMER

1. Log in to www.ralphs.com
2. Click Sign In
3. Enter your email address & password
4. Click on ‘My Account’ (In the top right 
hand corner)
5. Click on Account Settings
6. View all your information and edit as 
necessary
7. Link your card to your organization by 
clicking on:

a. Community Rewards
b. Edit my community contribution 
and follow the instructions
c.  Remember to click on the circle to 
the left of your organizations’ name

Jessica Herron Inner-City Partnership

Thanksgiving Adopt-a-Family Food Drive 

Sunday, November 23rd

10:00 am–2:00 pm
Each year Shir Ha-Ma’alot collects food for 
families throughout Orange County through 
our Synagogue Inner City School Partnership 
and Thanksgiving Adopt-a-Family Project. The 
families chosen for this program are  among the 
poorest of the working poor. This project helps 
fi ll a desperate need.

Contact the Temple offi  ce at 949-857-2226 or 
Barbara King at frombking@cox.net for more 
information. Sign-up sheets and food lists will be 

in the Temple lobby in the near future. Look for more information in the 
November Ma’alot.
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Are you or someone you love 
going away to college this year?

Do you know about the 
Shir Ha-Ma’alot College 
Outreach Program?
We want to keep in touch with our college-age family 

members. If you are interested, please provide us with 

current college addresses and email addresses so we can 

maintain the connection during the upcoming academic 

year.  Students will receive email messages, special 

greetings in the mail, “care” packages, and who knows 

what else…

Please Add to/or Update the College Roster to include:

Student’s Name: ____________________________________________

College/University:__________________________________________

College Mailing Address:

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Email Address: _____________________________________________

Parent(s) Name: ____________________________________________

Parent(s) Phone: ____________________________________________

Email Address: _____________________________________________

Send this completed form to:

Debbie Spielman

20825 Shadow Rock Lane

Trabuco Canyon, Ca 92679

Or email: debbiespielman@cox.net
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Shopwithscrip.com
Raise money for our organization 

While doing your everyday shopping!
Scrip is Fundraising While You Shop. Did you know 
that you can raise money for our organization while 
doing your everyday shopping? All you have to 
do is purchase gift cards from America's favorite 
retailers and use them in place of cash, checks, 
or credit cards for purchases you were going to 

make anyway! Each card purchased carries an  
associated "contribution" of 2-15% or more.

Gift cards are available from 1000's of national and 
local retailers. Groceries, clothing, dining out, home 

improvement, even gasoline can all be purchased  
with Scrip.

CONGREGATION

SHM
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Shir Pleasure 
Gift Shop

The temple gift shop is a unique 
shopping experience, managed by a 
great group of volunteers. 
The shop offers a friendly, inviting 
environment where you can shop 
for jewelry, baby gifts, hostess 
gifts and much more… 
However, the best reason to shop 
at Shir Pleasure, is that proceeds 
directly benefi t programs at SHM!!

• Looking for that special gift ? 
The gift  shop carries a beauti ful 
selecti on of traditi onal and 
contemporary candlesti cks, kiddush 
cups, havdallah sets, challah plates 
and much more. Visit oft en, as new 
merchandise arrives weekly.

• Having a Bar/Bat Mitzvah? 
Order personalized kippot for your 
special occasion. We have a huge 
selecti on of beauti ful tallits. Should 
you fi nd a tallit at another locati on 
we will be happy to special order it 
for you, (at below retail anywhere 
else) if it’s not already in our stock.

• Most Important: All prices in the 
gift  shop are below retail or online.

• Looking for a meaningful 
way to spend 2 hours, once 
a month? Volunteers are always 
needed, we will work around your 
schedule.

GIFT SHOP HOURS:
Monday: 9:30 am–12:30 pm

Tuesday: 3:30–6:30 pm

Thursday: 1:00–4:00 pm

Friday: One hour before services

Sunday: 8:30 am–1:00pm

Shop by appointment, or for 
additional information, contact 

Arlene at 949-837-9456. 

placing their moral image above the 
suff ering of others—which is a form of 
selfi shness.

Th e truly moral do not avoid stain by 
not exercising power. Th ey act, but only 
when necessary, and seek to reduce 
suff ering caused by their actions to the 
minimum. Th e fi rm moral principle 
is that given the evil that cannot be 
avoided; there is still an ideal way of 
exercising power. A moral army uses no 
more force than necessary. If it uses less 
force than necessary, and fails, it betrays 
those it seeks to protect or its own 
soldiers who died in vain. 6

Israel’s army is a moral army up against 
a new Nazism in which swastikas have 
become the radical Islamists’ cowardly 
black scarves around their faces as they 
commit their barbarism.  Th eir Gorrings, 
Gobels and Eichmans hide in Qatar as 
their storm troopers brutalize and murder 
as many innocents on both sides of the 
border.  I could go on and on, but suffi  ce 
to say, Israel, like any country is not 
perfect, but it is moral and it is good and 
it is on the right side of humanity.  And 
we as Jews and Jewish families have a 
special responsibility to be defenders for 
and supporters of Israel’s strength and 
survival in any way that we can.

What can we do?  We can do a lot. 
First and foremost, we mustn’t shrink 
from our Judaism or our connection to 
the Jewish people.  Whether we are born 
Jews, converted, part of a Jewish family 
or in any way connected to Judaism, we 
have a responsibility to stand up and be 
counted.  It is not time for silence.  It is 
not time for political correctness—we are 
at war between good and evil, blessing 
and curse.  Be on the right side and let 
our voices be heard.

1. First and foremost—support Israel.  
Join an advocacy group.  From the 
group Standwithus to Aipac—be 
part of making a diff erence.  Israel’s 
strength is intimately tied up with our 
freedom.  I am traveling again this year 
to the Policy Conference of AIPAC 
in Washington DC in March and I 
want us to bring a large delegation.  

Rabbi Steinberg continued Last time we went as a group, we 
brought twenty-seven people to hear 
the President of the United States and 
the Prime Minister of Israel speak – 
we lobbied our congress people and 
made a diff erence of unparalleled 
infl uence.  When 14,000 people show 
up to remind Washington to support 
Israel, the policy makers listen.  At this 
conference, more than half of congress 
shows up…they are there and you will 
make your voice heard.  Trust me…
it works.  You can pick up fl yers in 
the lobby after services and we will be 
announcing a planning meeting in the 
new future.

2. We are privileged at our Temple for 
many reasons—but two families have 
created an organization that might 
literally change the world.  Yossie 
Hollendar and Eyal Aronoff  have 
a simple premise—if we can free 
ourselves from addiction to oil, many 
of the world’s problems will dissipate.  
Th e Fuel Freedom Foundation is a 
remarkable organization, lobbying in 
the highest levels of government, across 
all party lines, to unlock the shackles 
of oil dominance in our society.  To 
think that every time we are fi lling 
up our tanks of gas, on some level, we 
fund the terrorists.  Please let your 
voice be heard and participate in this 
wonderful organization, Fuel Freedom 
Foundation.  Th is month is the world 
premiere of the movie “Pump” which 
will make you a believer that this is the 
only course we must follow.  Go see it.

Don’t think that we are paralyzed by the 
world’s evil—Yossie and Eyal are doing 
something about it—so can we.  Let’s 
be part of the solution instead of only 
complaining about how bad it is.  You 
can get more information from fl yers in 
the lobby or from our website as well.

As I think about history, my guess is that 
most Germans were peaceful, but the 
radicals drove the agenda.  I hope and 
believe that most Muslims are peaceful, 
but radicals drive the agenda.  We, who 
are peace loving people, must drive the 
agenda.  Th is war against terrorism and 
radical Islam is not just a Jewish issue—
it is an American issue…it is a Christian 
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Tzedakah Donations

RABBI STEINBERG’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
Jodi Fleishman, congratulati ons to my 

father, Albert Fleishman on his 85th 
Birthday

Ina Zeleznick in memory of Lowell Zeleznick
Jon White & Hope Sherwood-White, thank 

you for speaking to our chavurah
Haddy & Adeena Homampour, thank you 

for being at the bris x2 of Hunter and 
Harrison

Leacarol Shinder in honor of the marriage 
of Kim & Evan Shinder

Rosa Lee Rothblatt  in honor of my 
grandaughter, Ciara Lawrence in her new 
positi on as Assistant Sports Informati on 
Director at Keene College

Rabbi Robert & Dr. Bernice Kirzner with 
thanks for offi  ciati ng at Ari Robles’ bris

Jerry & Hilary Wilk, thank you for a 
wonderful evening

RABBI LEWIS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND
Joan & Gordon Cohen in honor of the Bar 

Mitzvah of our grandson, Zachary Driver
Susan & Jack Selcer, thank you for the 

meaningful ceremony you did at the 
funeral of Susan’s mother, Bunny Zamek

Leacarol Shinder in memory of Alfred 
Cohen

CANTOR SHIKLER’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND

Rabbi Robert & Dr. Bernice Kirzner with 
thanks for offi  ciati ng at Ari Robles’ bris

Susan & Jack Selcer, thank you for going the 
extra mile and singing the beauti ful song 
that touched all of our hearts

ALEX ZELEZNICK CHILDREN’S FUND
Ina Zeleznick, congratulati ons to Lana 

& Irwin Alber on the birth of their 
granddaughter

Robert Selinger in memory of Lowell 
Zeleznick

Ina Zeleznick in honor of the birth of 
Sue & Mel Roth’s grandson, Aleph Emilio

Beverly & Jake Jacobs in memory of Lowell 
Zeleznick

CULTURAL ARTS/FNL FUND
Nancy & Bob Wolf in memory of Helaine 

Blum, Nancy’s dear sister
Beverly & Jake Jacobs in honor of Nancy 

& Bob Wolf’s special birthdays and 
anniversary

FLORENCE RUTH KING ADOPT-A-FAMILY 
FUND
Ina Zeleznick, thank you to the Chesed 

Committ ee for ride to and from services

GENERAL FUND
Beverly & Jake Jacobs, congratulati ons 

to Mel & Sue Roth on the birth of your 
grandson

Beverly & Jake Jacobs, congratulati ons to 
Lana & Irwin Alber on the birth of your 
granddaughter

Beverly & Jake Jacobs in honor of Lori 
Schwartz being named President of the 
Women’s Philanthropy at JFFS

SPECIAL EVENTS FUND
Stan Silverstein in memory of 

Rose Silverstein

Stan Silverstein in memory of 
Hilda Silverstein

YAHRZEIT FUND
Debbie Spielman in memory of 
Michael Craft on

Audrey Greenberg in memory of 
Joyce Goldy

Gwenn Eckel in memory of Netti  e Haims

Susan Segal in memory of Sally Segal

Albert Weiss in memory of Jakob Weiss

Joan Weiss in memory of Leon Sellier

Albert Weiss in memory of Eugene Weiss

Michael Wagschal in memory of 
Brenda Wagschal

Ina Zeleznick in memory of Morris Zeleznick

Linda Davis in memory of Harvey Davis

Linda Davis in memory of Lynn Stern

Julie Hart in memory of Jill Grayson

Ben Kraut in memory of Jean Marcus Kraut

Ben Kraut in memory of Sol Kraut

Alex Berman in memory of Semyon Berman

Alla Berman in memory of Maria Frayman

Audrey Greenberg in memory of 
Joyce Goldy

Barbara Kaitz in memory of Sara Kates

Sima Abelowitz in memory of Ayala Ohayon

Eric & Debra Fried in memory of 
Daniel Fried

Lloyd Lenson in memory of Ruth B. Lenson

Beverly Jacobs & Family in memory of 
Bess Olds

Beverly & Jake Jacobs in memory of 
Belle Jacobs

Beverly Jacobs & Family in memory of 
Abraham Olshen

issue—look at how many Christians are 
dying because they don’t share the same 
faith as the radicals.  Perhaps, my Reform 
colleagues write more even handed, more 
nuanced than me…but I am done with 
political correctness on this issue, I am 
done with seeing both sides….I have a 
responsibility to take a side—the right 
side.  

Earlier this summer, rabbis were 
lamenting about what to say regarding 
Israel on the High Holy days, worried 
about what message to give—I am 
leaving you with the message—do 
something, as you too are a soldier in 
the fi ght for civility, humanity and 
goodness.  Come to Washington with 
me and support Fuel Freedom—do your 
part and you will have made a huge 
diff erence.  Your voice will have been 
heard, Israel will have been supported 
and Judaism will be poised for a good 
year—a Shana Tova

Let me conclude with the words of Elie 
Wiesel, who took out a full page ad 
this summer in newspapers around the 
world.  He wrote simply this: “What 
we are suff ering through today is not 
a battle of Jew versus Arab or Israeli 
versus Palestinian.  Rather, it is a battle 
between those who celebrate life and 
those who champion death.  It is a battle 
of civilization versus barbarism.”

And then commenting on this morning’s 
Torah portion, he said, “Let us return 
child sacrifi ce to the darkest corner of 
history, and work towards a brighter 
future with those who choose life. 
Arab and Jews alike, all of us Abraham’s 
children.

End Notes
1 Hayatu ‘L-Qulub (Merrick edition, p. 28)
2 http://www.newsweek.com/2014/08/08/exodus-
why-europes-jews-are-fl eeing-once-again-261854.
html
3 http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.
aspx/179978#.VAYBw2NhsTB
4 Ibid
5 http://www.foxnews.com/world/2013/06/13/
israeli-pm-warns-another-holocaust-from-iran/
6 Greenberg, I., (2000). Th e ethics of Jewish power. 
United Jewish Communities: 2000 General 
Assembly. Http://rabbiirvinggreenberg.com/wp-
content/uploads/2013/02/Th e-Ethics-of-Jewish-
Powerb.pdf
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Make your Tzedakah 

Donation Online!
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Go to: www.shmtemple.org

 Alex Zeleznick Children’s Fund  
 Cantor Shikler’s Disc. Fund   
 Cultural Arts/FNL Fund  
 Elana Frenkel Memorial School & Youth 
 Florence Ruth King Chesed Fund 
 General Fund  
 Jessica Herron Adopt-a-Family Fund 
 Library Fund
 Oneg Shabbat Fund 
 Prayer Book Fund 

 Rabbi Steinberg’s Disc. Fund 
 Rabbi Lewis’ Disc. Fund  
 Rita Teller Camp Scholarship Fund 
 Ritual (Jerry Jacobs) Fund  
 Special Events Fund (Aaron & Brock Silverstein) 
 Stained Glass Fund  
 Todd Evan Ross School Fund 
 Yahrzeit Fund  
 Youth Group Fund 

   

 
Please Apply My Contribution to the Following Special Fund(s): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tzedakah Contributions
Please enclose contribution and mail with this form to the Temple offi ce.

(Minimum $10.00 per name or occassion)

Donation Given by: Acknowledgment sent to:

Name___________________________________ Name ________________________________

Address_________________________________ Address ______________________________

City/Zip:________________________________ City/Zip: _____________________________

Amount of Donation $______________    Check      Credit Card on fi le

Visa/MC ___________________________________ Exp.___________

In Honor of ___________________________________________________________________

In Memory of  _________________________________________________________________

Special Occasion _______________________________________________________________

Other _________________________________________________________________________

Other Donation 
Opportunities

Memorial Board $360 per name

Tree of Life $180 per name

Prayerbook Fund $35 per book
  

Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot 
has many Sanctuary and Facility 
Giving and Naming Opportuni-
ties. Please contact the Temple 
offi ce for further information.

Please note: If we receive your donation by the 5th of the month prior to a 
newsletter it will appear in that issue. After the 5th will be in the next issue. 
(Example: 9-5 will be in October issue).


