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EVENTS THIS MONTH

SHM Brotherhood Honors

with the

Friday, February 21st at 7:30 pm
Celebrate DavidÊs community spirit and 

dedication to our synagogue

Shabbat Service honoring Jewish 

Disability Awareness Month featuring

Rabbi Lynne Landsberg, 

Reform Movement Senior Advisor 

on Disability Rights

Friday, February 14th 

at 7:30 pm

Sponsored by Rona Perley Memorial Speaker Series

the Ma alotthe Ma alot’  
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MARISA KAISER

Lynne Koffl er
BOOKKEEPER

Lynda Cline
COMMUNICATIONS/GRAPHIC DESIGN

Rabbi Bernie King, z”l
FOUNDING RABBI

Friday, February 7th
• 7:00 pm     Family Shabbat Service with Youth Choir & Band and 5th Grade    

 Parti cipati on followed by Israeli Dancing

Friday, February 14th
• 7:30 pm Shabbat Service with Rabbi Lynne Landsberg for Jewish Disability    

 Awareness Month

Friday, February 21st
• 6:00 pm Hot Challah Club
• 6:30 pm Tot Shabbat Service with PJ Library Reading
• 7:30 pm Shabbat Service with Temple Musicians and 

 Bob Wolf Community Service Award

Friday, February 28th
• 7:30 pm Teen Shabbat (Grades 8-12)
• 7:30 pm Friday Night Live! Shabbat Service, “A Sacred Community”

Cover Photo: From the SHM stained glass window, Shabbat and includes the Meditati on following the 
candle blessing on Shabbat. The prayer is in Hebrew in the window, however, an English translati on is 
available in the “Stained Glass Windows” brochure located in the Temple lobby. This stunning window 
includes many symbols of Judaism including the fi sh (indicates ferti lity), pomegranate, grapes and 
fl owers

the Ma alotthe Ma alot’  
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FROM OUR RABBI

Rabbi Richard Steinberg
Senior Rabbi

Th ere were two close friends who had 
been parted by war so that they lived in 
diff erent kingdoms. Once one of them 
came to visit his friend, and because he 
came from the city of the king’s enemy, 
he was imprisoned and sentenced to be 
executed as a spy.

No amount of pleas would save him, so 
he begged the king for one kindness.

“Your Majesty,” he said, “let me have 
just one month to return to my land and 
put my aff airs in order so my family will 
be cared for after my death. At the end 
of the month I will return to pay the 
penalty.”

“How can I believe you will return?” 
answered the king. “What security can 
you off er?”

“My friend will be my security,” said the 
man. “He will pay for my life with his if I 
do not return.”

Th e king called in the man’s friend, and 
to his amazement, the friend agreed to 
the conditions.

On the last day of the month, the sun 
was setting, and the man had not yet 
returned. Th e king ordered his friend 
killed in his stead. As the sword was 
about to descend, the man returned and 
quickly placed the sword on his own 
neck. But his friend stopped him.

“Let me die for you,” he pleaded.

Th e king was deeply moved. He ordered 
the sword taken away and pardoned 
them both.

“Since there is such great love and 
friendship between the two of you,” he 
said, “I entreat you to let me join you 
as a third.” And from that day on they 
became the king’s companions (Voices of 
Wisdom, Klagsbrun).

Hopefully, none of us will ever face such 
circumstances as did the two friends.  
And yet, friendship can mean the world 
in times of trial, in the depths of worry 
and angst; and also in the throes of joy 
and the exhilaration of celebration.  
Th ere is the old saying, “You can pick 
your friends, but you can’t pick your 
family.”  Indeed, we can pick our friends 
and we ought to make such choices 
carefully and willingly.  

As the World Wide Web takes hold of 
every aspect of lives, we are virtually 
connected to almost every human in 
the world. Th e truth is, however, that 
the web is not as wide as we think it is 
when it comes to friendship.  Certainly 
we are connected virtually, but not 
meaningfully.  Consider this:  Who 
are your closest friends?  What are the 
qualities that make the person dear to 
you?

Dr. Erica Brown, former director 
of the Jewish Leadership Institute, 
proposes “Ten Commandments” for 
friendship, basing her observations on 
the relationship between the biblical 
character Ruth and her sisters and 
mother in-law. 

#1  Under-promise and over-deliver. 

#2  Be a friend when times are tough. 

#3  Be a friend when times are good. 

#4  Friendship isn’t always even. 

#5  Kindness is the glue of great 
friendships.

#6  Friendship is not static. 

#7  Be a giver. 

#8  Great friendship has staying power 
for  generations. 

#9  Great leadership can emerge from 
great friendships. 

#10 Th e best kind of friend challenges 
you to be a better self. http://
www.shalomdc.org/blog_post.
aspx?id=6909

Th e Talmud teaches us the following: “I 
have learned much from my teachers, 
but from my friends, I have learned 
more than my teachers” (BT Ta’anit 7a).  
Teenagers exemplify this best. Th ey learn 
from and with their friends about the 
things that are important to them.  Th ey 
base their own worth (for better and for 
worse) on the kind of friends they have.  
Hence, parents ought to be concerned 
with whom their children associate.

As I suspect for many of us, Orange 
County was not our place of birth.  And 
I also suspect that for many of us, our 
closest and long-term friendships are not 
necessarily with people who live near us.  
To be sure there is something in seeing 
your close friends regularly, but this does 
not mean true friendships cannot exist 
at a distance.  Th ere are those friends I 
have with whom I speak regularly and 
then there are my friends to whom I feel 
totally connected and yet months might 
pass until I speak with them.  When I 
do connect, it is as if we spoke yesterday 

FRIENDSHIP

Conti nued on page 4
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FROM OUR CANTOR

Th e fi rst of February this year is also the 
fi rst of Adar, the Hebrew month following 
Shevat and preceding Nisan. We are just 
starting to come out of the darkest part of 
the year and the coldest (though we are 
pretty lucky to be in California). According 
to our tradition we are supposed to 
increase joy when Adar enters. Fall causes 
us to look inside for introspection, winter 
can cause sadness, even depression. Why 
then are we encouraged to increase joy 
when Adar rolls in? Th e dictionary defi nes 
joy as: “the emotion evoked by well-being, 
success, or good fortune or by the prospect 
of possessing what one desires“.

I look at it a bit diff erently. I see joy as 
a choice we make. If we decide to let go 
of our self- pity, we decrease sadness and 
automatically increase joy. It is a balance 
of sorts. Like a scale that has sadness and 
heaviness on one side, joy, gladness and 
light and love on the other. Th e challenge 
is to keep the joyful side loaded all the 
time. Th is is easy to say and hard to do. 
We are programmed with human emotions 
and feelings and can be set in our ways. 
Although joy can come from the outside 
like when we get “nachas” from our 
children as an example, the inside is a 

deeper source and the harder one to access. 
We know about the “half full glass” of our 
lives, but fail to see that most of the time.

Adar, the month of Purim comes to remind 
us of the necessity to reduce sadness, 
frustration and anxiety and increase joy. 
Judaism is a way of life that is designed to 
have reminders as we walk through our 
life’s path. Th e mitzvoth remind us of what 
to do and what not to do. Some physical 
items like the mezuzah remind us to love 
God with all our heart soul and being. 
We have prayer, meditation and blessings 
for every human situation and condition. 
From the moment we awake to the seconds 
before we fall asleep we have opportunities 
to be thankful, appreciative and joyful.

Adar is the month we celebrate Purim 
with extreme joy and fun partying as in 
Carnaval. We celebrate our people’s escape 
from genocide engineered by Haman. 
Nisan brings us Passover exactly thirty days 
later where we celebrate freedom.

In this day and age it is hard for us to 
imagine that we were slaves for four 
hundred years. We are commanded in the 
Passover Haggadah to imagine that in every 
generation, we, each one of us personally 

got out of Egypt. Hard to do as we get 
into our cars loaded with fancy electronics 
and head off  to nice restaurants with our 
family. We can be thankful we live in this 
generation, free to follow our heart and 
dreams. 

Joy is about appreciating the share that 
we have, whatever it is. You can generate 
it from the inside or let it come from 
the outside and ride on it. As we reduce 
tension, stress and sadness we increase 
joy and add years to our life. As we begin 
this secular year or 2014, I wish all of you 
a happy secular year, increased joy and 
happiness and above all: love.

Cantor Arie Shikler
The Hollander Family 

Cantorial Chair

because our friendship is based in quality as much as it is in 
quantity.   

Th e 20th Century writer Eliezer Steinman wrote, “Do not say 
yahid (individual); say yahad (together). A person is bound up 
with friends even without knowing it. When a friend dies, a 
piece of our soul dies with him.”

When I think of my friends, I am often moved to emotions.  
Celebrating life with my friends makes the joys that much 
higher.  But it is when I am in the valley of sadness, that their 
love helps me climb out of the shadows into the sunlight.  For a 
friend’s love is to like you, even when others don’t.  For a friend’s 
love is to accept you even though you are fl awed.  For a friend’s 
love is just to listen even though there is nothing to say.  I can 
only hope I provide such meaning to their lives as they do to 
mine.

Human beings are not meant to be alone.  Belonging to our 
Temple means one ought not be alone.  If you are feeling 
isolated or removed, please call and we will get you connected.  
Our Temple is a holy community and to be so, we must fi nd 
friends here.  Th e best way to discovery good friends, however, 
is to be a good friend.  If we follow the Ten Commandments 
above, our lives will be fi lled with more friends than we can 
count.

Th e king envied the friendship of the two men.  He understood 
the depth of their connection and through his own experience 
was able to make himself vulnerable and become their friend 
too. 
So too it should be for all of us.

Rabbi Steinberg from page 3
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Friday Night Live! Shabbat Service

Friday, February 28th 
at 7:30 pm

“A Sacred Community”

Music is a powerful tool for evoking the inner space 

within which transformative prayer can happen. 

The ancients knew this, and music was a big part of 

the ancient temple ritual.

This service features congregational melodies and 

eclectic, contemporary music which compliment 

the creative service booklet compiled by 

Cantor Shikler specifi cally for 

this service.

Saturday, May 3rd at 6:00 pm
more information to come
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EXT
RAVAGANZA

Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot 

BUY TICKETS ONLINEBUY TICKETS ONLINE
at shmtemple.orgat shmtemple.org

Family Carnival
Sunday, March 16th
10:00 am~Purim Shpiel

featuring Clergy & Staff!

11:00 am to 1:00 pm~Carnival
Costumes are encouraged!

Parents are invited!

2014 Bob Wolf Community Service 
Award Recipient

David Teincuff
Friday, February 21st at 7:30 pm

We are honored to announce that David Teincuff has been selected 
to receive the Bob Wolf Community Service Award sponsored by the 
SHM Brotherhood. David is an integral part of our temple community, 
active in multiple aspects of volunteer programs and as co-president of 
the Brotherhood. 

Join with us at this special Shabbat Service as we honor David for his 
community spirit and dedication to our synagogue.

Jewish Disability Aware-

ness Month with guest 

speaker, Rabbi Lynne 

Landsberg
Shabbat Service, 

Friday, Feb. 14th 

at 7:30 pm

February is 
Jewish Disability 
Awareness Month. 
Our guest speaker, 

Rabbi Lynne Landsberg, is Senior 
Advisor on Disability Issues for the 
Religious Acti on Center of Reform 
Judaism in Washington, DC. She 
has spoken across the country 
at synagogues, churches and 
interfaith programs advocati ng 
for the civil and human rights of 
people with disabiliti es to ensure 
all have access to religious and 
civic life. Sponsored by Rona 
Perley Memorial Speaker Series

Living Room Learning  

with guest speaker,

Rabbi Lynne Landsberg
Thursday, February 13th 

at 10:00 am, home of 

Eileen Lenson

This program, designed for 
women, covers issues, concerns 
and topics in a safe, intimate and 
warm environment. We will be 
joined by Rabbi Lynne Landsberg 
as part of the SHM celebration 
of Jewish Disability Awareness 
Month.



A  L I F E T I M E  O F  B E L O N G I N G     February 2014    7  

I attended the Chardonnay Shabbat 
gathering before services a few Shabbats 
ago and was mingling and chatting with 
our guests.  After hearing about one 
congregant’s daughter’s exciting new job 
prospects and another person’s battle with 
traffi  c as they headed over to the Temple, 
I stopped to chat with an older gentleman 
who was standing in line for wine.  He 
shared with me that he is retired so he goes 
to services at diff erent synagogues in the 
area and happened to come to our Temple 
this week.  He mentioned that he was 
impressed that he was greeted by several 
people as he joined us and made to feel 
welcome and included.

It wasn’t the fi rst time he had visited our 
Temple, and each time he did, he was 
pleasantly surprised that he was greeted 
at the door and also by other people 
attending services and at the Oneg after 
services.  I asked him why he was surprised 
and he shared that he doesn’t get the same, 
warm greeting at most Shuls he visits.  His 
observation:  Shir Ha-Ma’alot congregants 
go out of our way to be welcoming.  We 
are Radically Hospitable!

For some people, being Radically 
Hospitable comes naturally.  For others, a 
few pointers might be helpful, so I thought 
I’d share some ideas on how you can be 
Radically Hospitable.

What is Radical Hosptiality?  Radical—an 
adjective meaning relating to or aff ecting 
the fundamental nature of something; 
far-reaching or thorough.  Hospitality—a 
noun meaning the friendly and generous 
reception and entertainment of guests, 
visitors, or strangers. Radical Hospitality—
the far-reaching, thorough, friendly, and 
generous reception of guests, visitors or 
strangers.  
How can we be Radically Hospitable? 
Here are some ideas:
1. Be a Greeter – We have Greeters at the 

front of the Temple before each Shabbat 
service to welcome people into the 
Temple, wish them a Shabbat Shalom, 
share the week’s bulletin, and schmooz 
(chit-chat)!  You may get asked some 

questions about our Temple and also 
direct people to the wall of event 
pamphlets, but it’s mainly about being 
a welcoming and friendly face when 
people come into our building.

2. Be Helpful -  Have you ever stayed 
at a Ritz Carlton or been helped by 
someone at Home Depot?  You may 
wonder what these two places have in 
common, but it’s about how helpful 
their people are when you ask where 
something is.  Instead of saying “over 
there,” they actually walk you to the 
area of the hotel or the aisle where the 
merchandise is found.  I realize they are 
employees of a commercial enterprise, 
but we can model those behaviors. 
Guests feel really welcome when they 
ask where they can fi nd the Rabbi and 
we walk them over and introduce them 
to one of our clergy.  Being helpful is an 
easy way to be hospitable.

3. Build Relationships – Being friendly 
is great, building relationships is even 
better.  Do you fi nd that you remember 
people who you have listened to more 
than those you just gloss over with a 
quick “hi, how are you?”? Th ey notice 
it too!  If you are present, ask the next 
question like “how was your week?” or 
“how about those Ducks?” you will fi nd 
that you are laying the building blocks 
of relationship.  People notice and feel 
warmly received when we are more 
than just friendly.  I know I am much 
more likely to remember names when 
I’ve had a real conversation.  It’s much 
more important to get to know 2-3 
names than to have shaken 12 hands in 
an evening.

4. Welcome as a Group – Th ere really is 
bravery in numbers.  If you are shy, 
grab a shy friend and support each 
other in welcoming someone you don’t 
know.  It can be much easier to start 
the conversation by introducing your 
companion as a leaping off  point.  “Hi, 
I’m Beth and this is my friend Diane. 
How are you this lovely Shabbat 
evening?”  

5. Don’t Worry If You Aren’t Sure – Some 

of the people you meet may be visitors, 
others may be prospective members, 
and still others may be congregants like 
you.  IT DOESN’T MATTER.  If you 
don’t know the person or think you 
might know them but can’t remember 
their name, introduce yourself and 
wish them a good day.  Smile, make 
eye contact, repeat their name, shake 
their hand, repeat your name, and ask 
a question. (“How was your week?”, 
“Aren’t you loving this weather?”, “Did 
you run into a lot of traffi  c on your 
way here? I sure did and wondered 
if anything was going on in town 
tonight?”, the ideas fl ow with practice)  
It isn’t always easy and can be somewhat 
uncomfortable if you are shy, but 
being Radically Hospitable can be very 
rewarding work.

6. Don’t be Afraid to end a Conversation 
– Some people don’t want to talk.  It 
isn’t that they are shy, they may have 
had a tough day and crave being alone 
for a few minutes, a few seconds of 
silence.  You can usually tell this pretty 
quickly and it’s okay to say “have a 
great weekend and restful Sabbath, I’ll 
catch you later” and shake their hand 
before walking away.  It’s okay.

Radical Hospitality means visiting with 
your friends and also welcoming the 
stranger.  I’ve said it before, but who 
knows, maybe the stranger will be your 
new best friend.  You won’t know if you 
don’t start by welcoming them.  
Let’s keep up the good work being 
Radically Hospitable!

FROM OUR PRESIDENT
RADICAL HOSPITALITY IN ACTION!

Beth Carroll
Temple President
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FROM OUR DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION

Th ere has been an ongoing 
conversation within my network of 
Jewish educators, both nationally and 
locally, about how we measure success 
in our Religious Schools.  How will we 
know if we are successful in providing 
our students with a quality Jewish 
education and experience?  One of 
my colleagues says “success is seeing 
my former 6th graders who are now 
in high school still happy to come 
to temple and participate.”  Another 
says “that our fi eld produces Jewish 
adults who seek out regular meaningful 
experiences in Jewish settings.”  Th ese 
are all really great answers and there are 
many more.  

Twice a year we send out report cards.  
And each time I begin to prepare them, 
I cringe at the thought of them.  As 
an educator, I understand the idea of 
standards and assessing whether or not 
our students are learning the material.  
On the other hand, report cards 
always seem like they don’t fi t in our 
setting.  We are teaching so much more 
than facts.  We are providing Jewish 
experiences, forming Jewish identities 
and instilling a love and passion for 
Judaism.  Th ese are diffi  cult to actually 
measure.

Last month, the teachers and the Board 
of Education spent time looking at 
our report cards and assessment in our 
Religious School.  As an introduction 
to the conversation in both groups, we 
read a recent article from a colleague 
of mine Wendy Grinberg.  Wendy 
wrote, “When we focus on what a life 
enriched by Judaism actually looks like 
for our students of all ages, we have 
a way of assessing if we are reaching 
our goals. Do the students ask good 
questions that get to the heart of the 

stories, rituals and history and try to 
relate them to their lives? Do their 
behaviors refl ect Jewish values? Do they 
have a community to turn to when 
they have struggles or celebrations? Do 
they help each other out when they 
see someone in need? Do they want to 
come to religious school? Do they have 
Jewish friends? Do they know whom 
to ask when they have a question about 
how to behave or the meaning of some 
challenging circumstance? If these are 
our questions, we can change how and 
what we teach to fi nd out the answers. 
Asking these kinds of assessment 
questions can help us improve Jewish 
education and the way we relate to 
every member of the community.”   

Th is led everyone to question how we 
assess our students in Religious School.  
We began looking at ways we can assess 
our students without a formal report 
card.  Suggestions included: 

• Sending more personal emails to 
parents

• Focus on the comments on report 
cards that share about each student 
personally

• Including a form of assessment as a 
part of the curriculum

We do many of these ideas already 
and are spending more time this 
year ensuring they are a part of our 
program moving forward.  Collectively, 
with these suggestions and our 
conversations, the Board of Education 
has agreed to change the way we do 
report cards in Religious School as the 
current format does not refl ect our 
current goals.  Th is year, report cards 
will be sent personally to parents by 
email and will contain only comments 
from the teachers about each student.  
We will not have grades.  Rather, 

teachers will have the opportunity to 
share what each student in learning and 
exhibiting in class each week.

I look forward to sharing our new 
format with our families and enjoy 
looking at new ways of assessing our 
student’s success!  

Marisa Kaiser
The Alpert-Waldman Family
Director of Education Chair

Tot Shabbat Service with 

PJ Library Book Reading

Friday, February 21st 

at 6:30 pm

Join us for this interacti ve service for 
young children that will help them 
understand the meaning, joy and 
richness of their Jewish heritage as 
well as excite them about their Jewish 
future.

This week we will have a reading from 
a book in the PJ Library. You don’t 
want to miss out!!



A  L I F E T I M E  O F  B E L O N G I N G     February 2014    9

B’NAI MITZVAH STUDENTS
Michael Reichert
February 1, 2014
Son of Nicholas & Zena Reichert
I att end: Lakeside Middle School
I enjoy:  Soccer, basketball and video games
Mitzvah Project: Volunteered at a number of mitzvah 

projects and donated to Holocaust Survivors Project 
helping seniors in Eastern Europe

Alex Shellow
February 8, 2014
Son of Rhonda & Scott  Shellow
I att end: Orchard Hills School
I enjoy:  Playing soccer and skiing
Mitzvah Project:  Collected and decorated soccer balls 

for Futbal for Dreams

SHMOFTY (GRADES 9-12)
TOP CHEF  UCI!
Saturday, Feb. 1st

6:45–10:00 pm

MINI-MITY (GRADES 2  3)

MAKES MAGIC!
Sun., Feb. 2nd
12:30–2:30 pm

JIFTY (GRADES 6-8) 
GOES BOWLING!

Saturday, Feb. 22nd
6:00–9:00 pm

MITY (GRADES 4  5)
COOKS  UCI!
Sun., Feb. 23rd
1:30–3:30 pm

Youth Programs

Gabrielle Brutman
February 22, 2014
Daughter of Karen & Alan Brutman
I att end: Ensign
I enjoy:  Tennis and musical theater
Mitzvah Project: Family Promise

Grandparent or Special Friend 

Tot Shabbat

Friday, March 21st at 6:30 pm

Bring your grandparents or any special friend to 
experience Tot Shabbat at Shir Ha-Ma’lot with our 
Rabbis, Cantor and wonderful tot community!
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Chai Society Lunch & Speaker Series

Wednesday, February 12th at 11:30 pm

guest speaker, Rabbi Richard Steinberg

Join your Chai Soceity friends for lunch and then enjoy 
hearing Rabbi Steinberg discuss how one can “Teach an 
Old Dog New Tricks.” Too oft en people get stuck in their 
ways and Judaism encourages us to constantly learn, no 

matt er how old we are!!
Lunch is $5 per person. Please make your reservati on by Monday, 
February 10th so that we know how many lunches to order. RSVP to the 
Temple offi  ce at 949-857-2226 or online at www.shmtemple.org

SHM Brotherhood

March Madness 
Thursday, March 20th at 6:00 pm
Get together with your temple brothers and your brackets for 
an evening of college basketball and friendship. It doesn’t get 
any bett er than this!!

Snacks & beverages will be provided. RSVP to the temple at 949-857-2226 or 
online at www.shmtemple.org by Monday, March 17th

Ducks Hockey at the Pond, Anahiem
Game to be announced: Contact Mike Kaiser for more 
information at moose94@yahoo.com

NaSHiM: SHM Women

Welcome New 
Members

Jodie Zubatoff 
David & Jill Sheer
Jay & Sue Litt man

Mazel Tov
Harriet and Herbert Malmon 
on the birth of their grandson, 
Caleb Nelson Malmon

Rabbi Leah and David Lewis on 
the birth of their nephew, Caleb 
Nelson Malmon

Adeena and Haddy Homampour 
on the birth of their sons, 
Harrison and Hunter

Barbara King on the birth of her 
grandsons, Harrison and Hunter

In Sympathy
Debra Goldman on the death of 
her cousin, Barbara Campbell

Vikki Zukerman on the death of 
her uncle, Harvey Malin

Larry Thompson on the death of 
his sister, Ruth Ensworth

Richard Weinberg on the death 
of his mother, Sherry Weinberg

Leona Brodner on the death of 
her brother, Theodore Shapiro

Jim Worrell on the death of his 
brother, Doug Worrell

Marcie Howard on the death of 
her uncle, Charles Jassen

Marilyn Stemper on the death of 
her mother, Joyce Miller

Holiday How To... 

Shabbat Dinner
Friday, Feb. 28th 

at 6:30 pm

Join with your fellow SHM 
women at the home of Marilyn 
Stemper as we celebrate 
Shabbat together with a 
traditi onal dinner. We will 
learn about the food and ritual 
elements of a Shabbat dinner, 
and have plenty of ti me to 
celebrate being together.

Girls Night Out

Karaoke & 
Cocktails
Thurs., Feb. 27th 

at 7:00 pm

Plush Karaoke Lounge at 

Diamond Jamboree Ctr.

Join with the girls for a fun night of 
drinks, schmoozing and singing!

$15 by Friday, Feb. 21st / $20 after 
Feb. 21st. Light snacks wil be provid-
ed… and meet us for a drink before-
hand at Tokyo Table in the Diamond 
Jamboree Center at 6:00 pm!
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CALENDAR EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
 Weekly Lessons of Life: 

Torah Study, 8:30 am
 Bar Mitzvah of Michael 

Reichert, 10:00 am
 SHMoFTY Top Chef, 

6:45 pm

2
 Religious School with 

2nd Grade Family 
Camp, 8:30/10:45 am

 7th Grade Action Day, 
8:30 am

 Adult B’nai Mitzvah 
Class, 8:30 am

 Youth Choir, 10:15 am
 Youth Band, 12:30 pm
 Mini-MiTY Makes 

Magic, 12:30 pm

3
 Mah Jongg Group, 

9:30 am
 Adult Choir 

Rehearsal, 6:45 pm

4
 Hebrew School, 4:15 pm
 Executive Committee 

Meeting, 6:00 pm
 Board of Trustees 

Meeting, 7:30 pm

5 6
 Bridge Group, 11:00 am
 Temple Musicians

Rehearsal, 6:30 pm
 Chavurah Council 

Meeting, 7:00 pm

7
 Torah Time for TINY 

Tots, 10:00 am
 Family Shabbat Service 

with Youth Choir & 
Band with 5th Grade 
Participation, 7:00 pm
followed by Israeli 
Dancing

8
 Weekly Lessons of Life: 

Torah Study, 8:30 am
 Bar Mitzvah of Alex 

Shellow, 10:00 am

9
 Religious School, 

8:30/10:45 am
 Adult B’nai Mitzvah 

Class, 8:30 am
 Coff ee Connection 

with the Rabbis: K-1st 
Grade Parents, 9:45 & 
10:45 am

 Torah Time for Tots, 
10:45 am

 Youth Band, 12:30 pm

10
 Mah Jongg Group, 

9:30 am
 Adult Choir 

Rehearsal, 6:45 pm

11
 Hebrew School, 4:15 pm
 7th Grade BMC, 5:00 pm
 8th-10th Grade, 5:30 pm
 11th & 12th Grade, 

6:30 pm
 SHMoFTY Board 

Meeting, 7:30 pm
 Men’s Spirituality Group, 

7:30 pm

12
 Chai Society Lunch & 

Speaker, Rabbi Richard 
Steinberg, 11:30 am

 Women’s Support 
Group

13
 Living Room Learning 

with Rabbi Lynne 
Landberg at the home 
of Eileen Lenson, 
10:00 am

 Bridge Group, 11:00 am
 Temple Musicians

Rehearsal, 6:30 pm

14
 Torah Time for TINY 

Tots, 10:00 am
 Shabbat Service with 

Rabbi Lynne Landberg 
for Jewish Disability 
Awareness Month, 
7:30 pm

15
 Weekly Lessons of Life: 

Torah Study, 8:30 am

16

No Religious 
School & 

Adult Classes

17

Presidents Day
Offi  ce Closed

 Adult Choir 
Rehearsal, 6:45 pm

18

No Hebrew 
School

 Board of Education 
Meeting, 6:30 pm

19 20
 Bridge Group, 11:00 am
 Temple Musicians

Rehearsal, 6:30 pm

21
 Torah Time for TINY 

Tots, 10:00 am
 Hot Challah Club, 

6:00 pm
 Tot Shabbat Service 

with PJ Library Read-
ing, 6:30 pm

 Shabbat Service with 
Temple Musicians and 
Bob Wolf Community 
Service Award, 7:30 pm 

22
 Weekly Lessons of Life: 

Torah Study, 8:30 am
 Bat Mitzvah of 

Gabrielle Brutman, 
10:00 am

 JiFTY Goes Bowling, 
6:00 pm

23
 Religious School with 

6th Grade Family 
Camp, 8:30/10:45 am

 Adult B’nai Mitzvah 
Class, 8:30 am

 Youth Choir, 10:15 am
 Torah Time for Tots, 

10:45 am
 Youth Band, 12:30 pm
 MiTY Cooks, 1:30 pm

24
 Mah Jongg Group, 

9:30 am
 Adult Choir 

Rehearsal, 6:45 pm

25
 Hebrew School, 4:15 pm
 8th & 9th Grade, 5:30 pm

26
 Empty Nesters Support 

Group, 7:00 pm

27
 Bridge Group, 11:00 am
 NaSHiM: Girls Night 

Out, “Karaoke & 
Cocktails” 6:30 pm

28
 Torah Time for TINY 

Tots, 10:00 am
 NaSHiM: “How To...

Shabbat Dinner” at 
Marilyn Stemper’s 
home, 6:30 pm

 Teen Shabbat (Grades 
8-12) and SHMoFTY 
Overnight, 7:30 pm

 Friday Night Live! 
Shabbat Service, 
“A Sacred Community” 
7:30 pm
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Adult Learning Programs

Adult B’nai Mitzvah
Sundays at 8:30 am

February 2nd, 9th & 23rd - no class 2/16

This year-long intensive course is designed for students 
who wish to learn Hebrew, basic Judaism and read 
Torah at the  conclusion of the class. Be part of the great 
mitzvah of lifelong learning.

• The Adult B’nai Mitzvah classes require a commitment 
of ti me, energy and devoti on

• No prior Hebrew required (although knowledge of 
the lett ers is helpful)

• No prior Judaic knowledge required

Weekly Lessons of Life: Torah 

Study with Rabbi Steinberg and 

Rabbi Lewis 
Saturdays at 8:30 am

February 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd

Each week our Torah porti on invites us to search our 
souls for meaning, memories, mitzvah, and lessons on 
how to be a mentsch. We read the Torah over and over 
again each year as we gain more insight into its depth. 
Study with the Rabbis the weekly Torah porti on and you 
will have inspirati on for the week to come. You will have 
food for thought that will nourish your soul. Weekly 
study is an essenti al part of Jewish life.

Coffee Connection 
with the Rabbis

K-1st Grade Parents

Sun., Feb. 9th 

4th Grade Parents

Sun., Mar. 9th

9:45 am & 10:45 am 
Kick start your day with coff ee and connecti on. 
Join our rabbis for some morning java, nosh and 
good conversati on! Connect with other grade 
level parents while your children are in Religious 
School.

Family Promise Shelter

Shir Ha-Ma’alot will be hosting homeless 

families through the Family Promise pro-

gram each evening from March 2nd to 9th

This program is a mitzvah for the temple, the community 
and for families as well as individuals.
Volunteers are needed to assist with the many tasks 
required to host the families. If you are able to donate 
your ti me or help in providing materials that are needed, 
please contact Rabbi Lewis at Llewis@shmtemple.org or  
call her at 949-857-2226.

Hot Challah Club

Friday, February 21st

Challah Making at 6:00 pm

Tot Shabbat Service at 6:30 pm 

or

Challah Making at 

7:00 pm

Shabbat Service at 

7:30 pm

Come just a few minutes before services to nourish your 
body as well as your soul. We invite people of all ages to 
make a challah and while you are at services, the challah 
will bake. As you leave for home aft er the Oneg, you will 
have a fresh challah to enjoy for the Sabbath.
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Save the Date 
“In Every Generation”: 

Connecting Past, Present and Future

3rd Annual 
Intergenerational

 Women’s Seder
Sunday, April 6th

4:00 pm
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SHM / Red 
Cross

Blood 
Drive

Sun., March 9th
8:00 am–2:15 pm

Give the gift  of life at the 
Red Cross Blood Drive at 
SHM. You must be age 
16 or over. 
(Parents must be pres-
ent to give permission 
for 16 year olds to 
donate).

Reserve your ti me 
online at www.givelife.
org, sponsor code “shir” 
or contact Bruce Gary at 
(949) 854-0898.

DAVID SOLOMON
13th Annual CSP One Month Scholar

will join us for 

Torah Study on Sat., 

March 1st at 8:30 am

“When Being Righteous 
Is Not Enough: A Study 
of the Book of 
Eyov (Job)”
One of the most dynamic Jewish educators in the world 
today, David Solomon is an internati onally renowned scholar 
and speaker across many and varied disciplines. He will be 
speaking and teaching in Orange County about Major Events, 
Figures & Ideas in Jewish History as the Community Scholar 
Program’s One Month Scholar, Dedicated to Ina and Lowell 
Zeleznick.
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Shir Pleasure 
Gift Shop

Located in the Temple lobby

New Merchandise 
Arriving Weekly!

Gift  Shop Hours:
Contact Arlene Taslitz at 949-837-9456 

for appointments any other ti me

Sun: 8:30 am to 1:00 pm
Mon: 9:30 am to 12 noon

Tues & Weds: 3:00 to 6:30 pm
Thurs: 1:00 to 4:00 pm

Fri: 1 hour before services 
(Shabbos hold if uncomfortable handling money)

Courtesy gift  wrapping        Visa & MC accepted

Gift  certi fi cates available

RABBI STEINBERG’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Leona Brodner in memory of my brother, Ted (Theodore) Shapiro
John Nienstedt & Larry Thompson Families in grateful appreciati on for 

conducti ng Ruth Ensworth’s services
Dana Klein & Jay Herron, thank you for all the great work you do for our 

temple and community
Linda & Larry Seidman, thank you for your referrals and all the great 

things you do for the community
Katherine & Heath Liner, thank you for leading a beauti ful B’nai Mitzvah 

service full of meaning and memories for our family and friends
Nina Frenkel, thank you for the honor of chanti ng Torah
Lee Brodner and Sue Brodner, thank you for the beauti ful ceremony nam-

ing our Jewish twin boys, Buddy Lee and Wilson Ray, our grandsons and 
great-grandsons

John Tharp, Tzedakah donati on
John Wolfsohn Photography and Video

RABBI LEWIS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND
Nina Frenkel, thank you for the honor of chanti ng Torah
Katherine & Heath Liner, thank you for preparing and guiding our children 

in becoming B’nai Mitzvah
Ruth Shulman, thank you for the beauti ful and very meaningful unveiling 

service

CANTOR SHIKLER’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
John Nienstedt & Larry Thompson Families in grateful appreciati on for 

conducti ng Ruth Ensworth’s services
Dana Klein and Jay Herron, thank you for all your beauti ful music
Nina Frenkel, thank you for the honor of chanti ng Torah
Katherine & Heath Liner, thank you for leading our B’nai Mitzvah in 

song and prayer

ELENA FRANKEL MEMORIAL SCHOOL  YOUTH FUND
Leona Brodner in memory of my brother, Ted (Theodore) Shapiro

FLORENCE RUTH KING CHESED FUND
Barbara King in memory of Florence King

Cynthia, Mark and Ariana Spero in memory of Edythe Stoller, mother 
of Cynthia

GENERAL FUND
Dana Klein & Jay Herron in support of CSHM

Jill & David Susson, Tzedakah donati on

Nadine & Frank Allcorn, Tzedakah donati on

Beth Carroll, Tzedakah donati on

Pearl Wasbin, Tzedakah donati on

Jacob Drory, Tzedakah donati on

Carol Shapiro, thank you to Rabbi Steinberg for his wonderful help and 
pati ence with Max and Alex

Debbie & Ray Jankowski, thank you for the lovely service

JESSICA HERRON ADOPT-A-FAMILY FUND
Bob & Nancy Wolf, congratulati ons to Lori Reznick being honored as Men-

tsch of the Quarter, it’s well deserved
Barbara King, in memory of my beloved husband, Rabbi Bernie King
Andrew Albers, Adopt-A-Family for Christmas
Chavurah L’Chaim members, donati on for sleeping bags

TZEDAKAH DONATIONS
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Creia Orange County Chapter, Adopt-A-
Family

Matt hew & Jane Brenner, Adopt-A-Family
Lisa & Jason Resnick, Adopt-A-Family
Dana Klein, Adopt-A-Family for Christmas
G. Bradford Jones Living Trust, Adopt-A-

Family for Christmas
Carol Shapiro, Adopt-A-Family

LIBRARY FUND
Maureen Thompson Family in memory of 

Maureen’s mother, Ethel Sandler
Larry Thompson Family in memory of 

Larry’s father, Deo Niels Thompson
Maureen Thompson Family in memory of 

Maureen’s mother, Ethel G. Sandler
Lynne & Steve Koffl  er in memory of Larry 

Thompson’s sister, Ruth Ensworth
The Larry Thompson Family in memory of 

Larry’s dad, Deo N. Thompson
ONEG FUND
Bob, Lylle, Ben, Shelly, Dylan, Cameron & 

Hayden Breier and Jake & Drew Anderson 
in memory of Eileen Breier

RITUAL (JERRY JACOBS) FUND
Lois Jacobs in memory of Nira Roston

Lois Jacobs in memory of Mildred Fienberg

Lois Jacobs in memory of Albert Kaplan

Lois Jacobs in memory of Michael Jacobs

YAHRZEIT FUND
Sondra Berman in memory of Nellie 

Schneider

Marv Selcer in memory of Sylvia Selcer

Alla Berman in memory of Zinaida Mosh-
kovich

Dan Perlmutt er & Family in memory of 
Shirley Perlmutt er

Bob, Lylle, Ben, Shelly, Dylan, Cameron & 
Hayden Breier and Jake & Drew Anderson 
in memory of Eileen Breier

Lowell Zeleznick in memory of Doris 
Zeleznick

Harriet Raff  in memory of Stephen Klein

Bunnie Mauldin in memory of Fannie Blatt 

Esther Kalin in memory of Dora Leibovich

Linda Davis in memory of Lewis Zellman

Pat & Mike Harris in memory of 
Toby Zimmerman

Mike & Pat Harris in memory of Stan 
Stuhlbarg

Riva & Norman Einhorn in memory of 
Shelly Schrager

Jill Susson in memory of Ira Miller

Coming in March

David Solomon, guest 

speaker at Torah Study

Saturday, March 1st 

at 8:30 am

Family Promise Shelter

March 2nd to 9th

Blood Drive

Sunday, March 9th

8:00 am to 2:15 pm

Religion at the Core with 

guest, Rabbi Brian Zachary 

Mayer

Tuesday, March 11th 

at 6:00 pm

Purim Extravaganza!

Sunday, March 16th

Shpiel ~ 10:00 am

Carnival ~ 11 am to 1 pm

TZEDAKAH DONATIONS
Donna Pick in memory of Selma Zimberoff 

Lowell Zeleznick in memory of Doris 
Zeleznick

Sylvia Schwartz in memory of Goldie Hols-
borg

Jay Rothman in memory of Phoebe Roth-
man

Barry Forman in memory of Edith Schiff er

Jo Ann Anthony in memory of Joe Landeros

Sandy Schekman in memory of George 
Spiegel

Hope Sherwood-White in memory of 
Irving Sherwood

Hope Sherwood-White in memory of 
Murray Burka

Nancy Wolf in memory of Goldie Risman

Nancy Wolf in memory of Jay Risman

Nancy Wolf in memory of Carol 
Oppenheimer

Sponsor A Student
Katherine & Heath Liner in honor of 

Marisa Kaiser and all the teachers at the 
Religious School

Carol Clause in honor of Talia Mitchell

Susan Miller 

Religion at the Core with Rabbi Brian Zachary Mayer

“God in a Box!”
Tuesday, March 11th 

at 6:00 pm
Rabbi Brian Zachary Mayer has been described by 
the Jewish Journal as “a bewitching combinati on 
of borsch-belt humor and a dharma talk…imagine 
a Jewish Ray Romano channeling Ram Das.” He is 

handsome, charming and decidedly “outside-the-box”. He will edu-tain you 
and make you think. Please plan to join us for this wonderful evening.

Rona Perley Memorial Speaker Series

R
t
o
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Tree of Life 
Campaign

Commemorate a 
simcha with a leaf  

on the Tree of  Life in the 
Temple lobby.

$180 per leaf, use the 
form on this page to 
order today! 

Honor a loved one and 
support SHM!

3652 Michelson Drive
Irvine, CA 92612

(949) 857-2226 ph

Make your Tzedakah 
Donation Online!
It’s quick & easy to make 

your donation on the 

Temple website. 

Go to: www.shmtemple.org

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

 Alex Zeleznick Children’s Fund  
 Cantor Shikler’s Disc. Fund   
 Cultural Arts/FNL Fund  
 Elana Frenkel Memorial School & Youth 
 Florence Ruth King Chesed Fund 
 General Fund  
 Jessica Herron Adopt-a-Family Fund 
 Library Fund
 Oneg Shabbat Fund 
 Prayer Book Fund 

 Rabbi Steinberg’s Disc. Fund 
 Rabbi Lewis’ Disc. Fund  
 Rita Teller Camp Scholarship Fund 
 Ritual (Jerry Jacobs) Fund  
 Special Events Fund (Aaron & Brock Silverstein) 
 Stained Glass Fund  
 Todd Evan Ross School Fund 
 Yahrzeit Fund  
 Youth Group Fund 

   

 
Please Apply My Contribution to the Following Special Fund(s): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tzedakah Contributions
Please enclose contribution and mail with this form to the Temple offi ce.

(Minimum $10.00 per name or occassion)

Donation Given by: Acknowledgment sent to:

Name___________________________________ Name ________________________________

Address_________________________________ Address ______________________________

City/Zip:________________________________ City/Zip: _____________________________

Amount of Donation $______________    Check      Credit Card on fi le

Visa/MC ___________________________________ Exp.___________

In Honor of ___________________________________________________________________

In Memory of  _________________________________________________________________

Special Occasion _______________________________________________________________

Other _________________________________________________________________________

Other Donation Opportunities
Memorial Board Tree of Life Prayerbook Fund
  $360 per name      $180 per name      $35 per book

Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot has many Sanctuary and Facility Giving and 
Naming Opportunities. Please contact the Temple offi ce for further information.


