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The answer to the cartoon is YES. We are all part of a bigger 
puzzle. Our human interlocking pieces are assembled 
together to produce a complete picture. Each piece is 

unique. When fit together, each piece contributes to the entire puzzle. That entire puzzle is 
called our Shir Ha-Ma’alot community. Each of us is special in our own way and how much 
the more so that we are Better Together!

“The Better Together Project,” our theme for the year, will focus on this very basic idea. As 
God told Adam in the Book of Genesis – “It is not good for the human being to be alone.” 
From the beginning of time, being together with others was the ideal and made us more of 
ourselves – not less of ourselves.

Our year will focus on meaningful ways to be part of something greater than oneself to 
improve each of our lives and the life of our community. From meaningful volunteerism 
to participation in programs & services and tracking the history of our synagogue, we will 
come to realize that we are all interconnected to each other. If one piece is missing, the 
puzzle is not complete.

In so many ways, our lives are intertwined and enriched by each other and by being part of 
humanity. The isolation and alienation of the technology age has so damaged our ability 
to commune with each other and so we find that people are challenged to see their own 
strength, let alone the power in community. A core value of any Jewish movement is the 
idea that being in a community makes us all better. This will be our focus all year long.

Our synagogue, like every other synagogue, is a volunteer-based organization. Yes, we have 
wonderful staff who help guide us Jewishly – but if you ask most people why they join a 
synagogue (after they want their child to become Bar/Bat Mitzvah), they will tell you that 
all they want is community/friendship. They know instinctually that we will all be better 
together as Jews, as people, as humanity, better than if we try to go it alone.

You are part of the cosmic jigsaw puzzle known as SHM – without you, we are not complete. 

With Love,

Rabbi Richard Steinberg, Senior Rabbi

A Letter from our Senior Rabbi
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot is a Reform Jewish community 

that provides a spiritual home guided by memory and mitzvah, 
committed to mentsch making and making meaning. 

Mitzvah
We will create a community, and by extension 
a world, centered in good deeds. We will serve 
as a place where people will be inspired to do 

mitzvot as part of their very being. We will treat 
each other with kindness. We will be guided 

by the biblical dictum, “Love thy neighbor 
as thyself, I am the Lord (Lev. 19:18)” and the 

Talmudic dictum, “What is hateful 
to you, do not do to another person. 

(Hillel)”. Our Congregants 
and Congregation as a whole 

will represent the best of 
humanity.

Memory
We have a sacred obligation to be guardians 
of the past and to remember those who 
came before us. We stand on their shoulders. 
We shall use our collective Jewish memory 
to guide us on our paths. We will pass our 
tradition from generation to generation. We 
will cherish the past and we will create new 
Jewish memories for those who 
come after us.

Mentsch Making
We will recognize that every human being is 
created in God’s Image. Our community will 
emulate that Holy Reflection and all will bask 
in its glow. We will teach that everyone is 
special and has something unique to offer our 
community. In so teaching, we strive to further 
deepen our relationships to each other, to our 
community and to the Eternal One. We will create 
a holy community, beginning within the walls 
of the synagogue and then flowing outside the 
walls; in which kindness abides, benefit of the 
doubt is common place and caring is paramount.

Making Meaning
We recognize that Judaism marks time as holy. 

From our music to our meetings, every moment 
will be a time to make meaning. We will search 

for meaning in all that we do. In times of joy and 
in times of sadness, bringing a Jewish message 
to those moments fills time with depth. We will 

treat each minute, from the classroom to the 
boardroom, as a gift from God to be used wisely.
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Family Shabbat Services
1st Friday of the month at 6:30 pm
Interactive Shabbat Services designed for families of all ages! Each Service has 
a theme that relates to Torah portions and contemporary events.  Whether 
it’s a spiritual celebration of our country’s independence or a sunny Shabbat 
at the Beach, Services at SHM are fun for the whole family.

2024 FAMILY SHABBAT SERVICES
January 5

Ringing in the New Year Together

February 2
Together, We Can Engage in Chesed

March 1
Rejoicing As One - Stand Up As a Community

April 5
Garden of Us: Unity in the Season of Spring

May 3
Campfires and Community

June 7
Shining Together in the Warmth of Summer

September 1 | Breaking Bread Together
Dinner at 5:45 pm, Service at 6:30 pm
Join us for dinner as we enjoy food from around the world. Like an International 
Street Fair, we will taste different foods from many cultures. At Services we will 
discover how Shabbat dinners look around the world, depending on where you live.

Sign up at www.shmtemple.org/form/shabbat-dinner-9-1

October 6 | Salsa in the Sukkah & New Member Blessing
Service at 6:30 pm, Dinner at 7:15 pm
Celebrate Sukkot in the sukkah with us as we welcome all our new Temple 
members to our Congregational family. Join us for a joyous celebration where 
we will gather to express our gratitude for the bountiful fall harvest during this 
meaningful festival.

Sign up at www.shmtemple.org/sukkot

November 3 | Connections that Count
Dinner at 5:45 pm, Service at 6:30 pm
Our November Middah (value) of the month is HaKarat HaTov (Thankfulness), the 
perfect opportunity for our 2nd & 3rd graders to express their gratefulness towards 
our Veterans as we approach Veterans Day. Join us for Shabbat dinner and a 
chance to see the meaningful letters our students wrote to give to our Veterans!  

Sign up at www.shmtemple.org/form/shabbat-dinner-11-3

December 1 | Shining Together: Spreading the Light of Community
Service at 6:30 pm
As we approach the Festival of Lights, Chanukah, we want to invite you to our last 
Family Shabbat of the year 2023 - as we shine together and spread the light of 
community! 
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January 19
Growing Together (Tu Bishvat Shabbat)

February 16
Better Together LEGO Adventure: Building Bonds Brick by Brick

March 15
Superhero Shabbat

April 19
Passover Shabbat (with Matzah Pizza!)

May 17
Star Wars Shabbat: May the Force be with US!

Tot Shabbat Services
3rd Friday of the month at 6:00 pm
Tot Shabbats are perfect for young children to feel excited about being Jewish! 
In addition to fun themes, skits & sing-a-longs, Tot Shabbat Services offer a 
friendly introduction to Jewish beliefs and practices. 
Please note: Services switch from 6:30 pm to 6:00 pm starting October 20!

July 21 | PJs and Jams 
Service at 6:30 pm
Come in your best pajamas and join us as we jam together using our 
Tot Shabbat musical instruments. Bedtime routines bring us together!

August 18 | Meet Shabbat Spot
Hot Challah Club at 5:45 pm, Service at 6:30 pm 
Bring your favorite stuffy to Tot Shabbat as we meet our beloved 
Shabbat Spot bear, who will teach us about imaginative play and how it 
brings us together with our family and friends. 

Sign up by August 16 at www.shmtemple.org/form/hot-challah-8-18

October 20 | Encanto Shabbat - Celebrating the Magic of 
Community 
Service at 6:00 pm
Come dressed up in your favorite Encanto outfit and let’s celebrate the 
magic of community! 

November 17 | Connections that Count - Hakarat HaTov
Dinner at 5:15 pm, Service at 6:00 pm
Part of our focus at SHM is building connections to last a lifetime. 
Join us for family Shabbat Service featuring our Pre-K/K & 1st graders’  
Shabbat project which is centered around connections.

Sign up at www.shmtemple.org/form/shabbat-dinner-11-17
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Shabbat Services
2nd & 3rd Fridays of the month at 7:00 pm 
Shabbat Services at SHM are full of special guests and topics that matter to 
our members. From members of Congress to members of SHM, each service 
provides spiritual comfort and meaningful opportunities to connect with 
friends and family.  Listed below are some of our special services scheduled 
throughout the year.
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August 18 | “People - People Who Need People” 
Join us for an insightful Shabbat Service with Rabbi Steinberg’s sermon 
“People - People Who Need People.”

September 29 | “Reflections on the Days of Awe” 
Join us for a personal post analysis as we contemplate the High Holy Days 
and their relevance in our day to day lives.

August 11 | “Why Relationships Matter” Panel Discussion with  
Dr. Linda Algazi and Dr. Marc Becker 
Join these psychologists for a robust discussion on the importance of 
interpersonal relationships – so that we are all Better Together.

August 4 | Shabbat at the Beach
Bring Your Own Dinner at 5:45 pm, Service at 6:30 pm 
This Shabbat at the beach allows us to celebrate the Sabbath amidst the 
ocean waves and a beautiful sunset. It is fun for the whole family and 
inspiring for all. There is a fee for parking so carpooling is encouraged. This 
event is at Big Corona Del Mar Beach.

July 21 | “Part of a Greater Whole” 
Join us for a soulful Shabbat Service with Rabbi DePaolo’s inspiring sermon 
“Part of a Greater Whole.” As we come together to pray and reflect, let’s 
explore the beauty of being a part of something bigger than ourselves. 

September 8 | “Stand By Me:” Discussion with Aron & Josette Rofer 
Being Better Together means standing close to the ones you love when 
they need it the most. Join us for Shabbat with those closest to you with an 
inspiring and meaningful discussion about standing beside one another.

September 22 | Shabbat Shuvah: “Return Again” 
This special Shabbat between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur focuses 
our souls and minds so we might grow spiritually towards wholeness. 
This Shabbat connects both holy days and helps us to become all we are 
intended to be.

October 13 | with Scott Braswell, CEO of the JCC 
Scott, the Chief Executive Officer at the Merage JCC, brings over 15 years of 
experience in the Jewish world, including roles at the Barshop JCC in San 
Antonio and the Aaron Family JCC in Dallas. We are excited to have him 
as a guest speaker during our upcoming Shabbat Service. Scott and his 
family are also members of SHM.
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November 10 | Honor Those Who Protect Us 
Join us for a special Service to honor all those who have served in the 
military, as well as first responders to emergency situations.  We thank you 
for your service to communities around this nation.

November 17 | with UCI Chancellor Gillman 
Howard Gillman, appointed as the sixth chancellor of the University of 
California, Irvine in 2014, will join our congregation to speak at Shabbat 
services. This esteemed scholar and teacher, specializing in the American 
Constitution and the Supreme Court, continues to teach undergraduate 
seminars while providing administrative oversight to UCI’s National Center 
for Free Speech and Civic Engagement. Join your SHM community for an 
important discussion about higher education, civic engagement, and the 
world around us with the leader of our educational neighbor - UCI.

December 8 | Chanukah Vibes 
Chanukah Dinner at 
Let’s come together as a Temple family for our multi-generational 
Chanukah services. The Laktes are frying, the Brisket is cooking and the 
candles are burning (better the candles than the Latkes!). We’ll sing all of 
your Chanukah favorites - and be sure to bring the Chanukiyot to light!

January 19 | Chavurah Blessing 
Join us for a Shabbat Service to give a special blessing to our diverse 
Chavurot. Joining a Chavurah allows Congregants to get acquainted with 
one another in smaller, more intimate groups. 

February 9 | Bob Wolf z”l Award 
Each year our synagogue bestows the Bob Wolf z”l Award to one 
outstanding contributor to the SHM community, someone who goes above 
and beyond to help our Congregation thrive.

May 17 | Confirmation Service 
Every year our 10th grade class leads the community in a special 
Confirmation Service. Join us to celebrate these confirmands, as they 
celebrate the important role that Judaism plays in their lives.

June 21 | Board of Trustees Installation Service 
Our leaders help us to be Better Together!  Join us for a Shabbat Service 
to thank outgoing members of the SHM Board of Trustees, and to install 
next year’s Board & Executive Board members for their year of service to 
the community.
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One Voice Shabbat 
Last Friday of the month at 7:00 pm
This is the sound of One Voice! One Voice Shabbat Services fill our spirit through 
the power of musical prayer featuring Rabbi Zive and the One Voice Band. These 
services will make you move and groove, each with a special theme for the month! 
As we join together throughout the year, we’ll focus on all the ways that music 
brings us together.
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October 27 | Relax and Rejoice: Songs of Vacation 
Vacations are the best when we are Better Together! During this OVS, you’ll 
feel like you’re on the beach in Hawaii or strutting through the streets of 
Paris, singing songs that remind us of those relaxing, enjoyable moments 
that we all need.

August 25 | Gather ‘Round the Campfire 
Remember the good times of sitting around the campfire, roasting 
marshmallows and singing tunes from Peter, Paul and Mary, Joan Baez and 
Joni Mitchell, all under the stars? Let’s relive that experience and embrace 
the power of being Better Together! Sounds like the perfect way to end 
summer for all ages!

December 8 | Chanukah Vibes 
Let’s come together as a Temple family for multi-generational Chanukah 
services. The Laktes are frying, the Brisket is cooking and the candles are 
burning (better the candles than the Latkes!). We’ll sing all of your Chanukah 
favorites - and be sure to bring the Chanukiyot to light!

January 26 | I’ll Be There 
There’s nothing more comforting than hearing your friends and family tell 
you, “I’ll be there” when you need it the most. We’ll sing songs of love and 
support, exemplifying the meaning of “Better Together.”

February 23 | Lean on Me: Songs of Being There for One Another 
Let your voice and spirit soar as we come together to celebrate the power 
of community and the importance of supporting one another through life’s 
ups and downs. For this OVS, lean on us as we lift our voices in harmony.

March 29 | We are the World: Songs of Unity
Get ready for an amazing lineup of songs that celebrate the diversity and 
unity of our Jewish community and beyond! The One Voice Band will bring 
their A-Game to make sure that we’ll experience the joy and energy this 
special Shabbat deserves.

April 26 | Relationships Matter: Songs of Love 
We’re certainly Better Together! In fact, we know you’ll feel the power 
of love! Let’s sing your favorite love songs throughout the decades. From 
romantic ballads to Psalms of praise, we’ll have you tapping your feet and 
singing along in no time. 
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Shabbat Torah Study
Saturdays at 9:30 am
Join us on Saturday mornings at 9:30 AM for thoughtful study and meaningful 
discussions, searching the weekly Torah portion and our Jewish texts for 
meaning in our modern lives.

On select dates throughout the year we will welcome guest teachers to our 
Torah study community, including some of our local clergy, incredible lay 
leaders, and we’re excited to welcome back our Board of Trustees member, 
Rabbi Corie Yutkin.  

Shabbat Edition
Select Shabbat Services throughout the year
Throughout the year we will offer opportunities to come together as a 
community on Saturday mornings for special services, separate from our  
B’nai Mitzvah services, including several healing services and some special 
themed services. 

These opportunities to come together as a community on a Shabbat morning 
will fill your day with soulful music, meaningful prayer, and sacred time with a 
thoughtful and caring community that always supports one another. Shabbat 
mornings are always Better Together with your SHM family.
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June 28 | Celebrate Good Times, Come on! Songs of Simcha 
Great music always adds to a celebration! Whether it’s a wedding, B’nai 
Mitzvah, Birthday Bash or Shabbat Services, music is the perfect way to 
put smiles on faces and cheers all around. Let’s do the same during this 
celebratory OVS!

May 31 | Raise Our Voices: The Songs We Sing Together 
When we sing as One Voice, we feel all the feels. This OVS, we’ll join together 
to sing the folk classics - from Peter, Paul and Mary to Pete Seeger and 
back again. We guarantee that you’ll walk out of Temple feeling better than 
when you walked in!
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Sunday Morning Adult Education
Select Sundays at 10:30 am
In-person only
Join us once a month for a wonderful morning of learning and engagement. Let us 
learn all the ways Judaism can help us be Better Together! With special guests and 
our SHM clergy, Sunday mornings are for learning for the whole family!

October 29, 2023 | Rabbi Richard Steinberg 
The Power of Attachment: Connecting with Others 
Join Rabbi Steinberg for an exploration of all the ways we can connect 
with one another. What can Judaism teach us about attachment, making 
us Better Together.

February 11, 2024 | Rabbi Sarah DePaolo
Me vs. You, Us vs Them: Navigating Competing Needs in 
Community
For this Super Bowl Sunday Rabbi DePaolo will lead us in a discussion of 
competition in Judaism. How do we respect the individual dignity of one 
and balance that with the needs of the whole. Who wins when we fight 
us vs. them?

November 19, 2023 | Dr. Jessica Borelli, Ph.D.
Sh’lom Bayit - Better Together in Our Homes & Our Families
Just in time for Thanksgiving, let us spend some time exploring the role 
that peace in our homes, shalom bayit, can play in our lives. Together 
let us discover how we face the challenge and wonder of our families 
with love and gratitude.

March 3, 2024 | Rabbi Bryan Zive
Let Us Sing Unto God - A Deep Dive into Communal Song
As Jews we prefer to pray and sing in community. With Rabbi Zive 
we will examine our rich tradition of communal song - because 
experiencing music is always Better Together.

Adult B’nai Mitzvah Services
August 5 & August 12 at 10:00 am
Every other year, we offer an Adult B’nai Mitzvah class for adult learners who wish to 
engage with their Judaism and learn to read our Hebrew prayers. This past year’s class 
has worked hard all year long and are ready to read from the Torah and celebrate their 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah this August. 

We hope you will join us on Saturday, August 5 and Saturday, August 12 for two 
meaningful services full of learning, prayer, and Torah, as we honor the wonderful 
accomplishments of these learners.

April 21, 2024 | Rabbi Richard Steinberg 
The Power of Letting Go - Releasing Toxic People From Your Life 
The challenge of being Better Together is navigating the reality that not 
everyone in our lives can lift us up or help us feel whole. Rabbi Steinberg 
will guide us through this challenge of life. How do you release the toxic 
people from your life without losing your community?



A
D

U
LT LEA

R
N

IN
G

A
D

U
LT LEA

R
N

IN
G

13

A Deep Dive into Israel
Select Wednesdays at 7:00 pm
Rabbi Steinberg embarks on an educational journey through Israel in a two part series 
that looks at both the History of Israel and the nuances of the country in the modern era.

Scholar in Residence
Rabbi Denise Eger | June 21-23, 2024
Rabbi Denise L. Eger, a renowned Rabbi, author, and 
executive coach, is a trailblazer in the Reform Jewish 
community. Raised in Memphis, TN, she graduated 
with honors from the University of Southern California 
and obtained her Master’s Degree from Hebrew Union 
College. Ordained in 1988, she served various pulpits and 
is the Founding Sr. Rabbi of Congregation Kol Ami in West 
Hollywood. 

Rabbi Eger is a respected author, editor, and a past President of prominent rabbinical 
organizations. Rabbi Eger is also past President of the Southern California Board of Rabbis 
(the first woman and openly gay person to do so) and a past President of the Pacific 
Association of Reform Rabbis. Come join us for an exciting scholar in residence weekend 
as we learn from this leader in our community.

Lifelong Learning Lunches
Chai Society Partners with the Merage JCC for Lifelong Learning
Starting this fall, SHM’s Chai Society will be partnering with the Merage JCC in order 
to expand our programming and bring in wonderful new speakers and presentations 
throughout the year. This Lifelong Learning will offer an opportunity to connect with 
your SHM community, as well engage with people from across Orange County, as we 
discuss important topics, learn about new ideas, and, of course, gather together to have 
a nosh (a bite to eat)! 

Be on the lookout for our upcoming programming in the Fall of 2023, and the Winter and 
Spring of 2024. Past Chai Society attendees will receive a special Save the Date in advance 
of our regular advertising. Please be in touch with Joni Bronfeld (joni@shmtemple.org) 
in our Temple office if you would also like to receive our Save the Date card!

*This program is partially funded by a grant from the Jewish Community Foundation of 
Orange County.

November 1 | The History of Israel  
Open to all members – and specifically for those traveling to Israel with 
Rabbi Steinberg – from the Bible to 2023 – come learn about our Homeland, 
its triumphs, successes, challenges and self-determination.

November 15 | The Nuances of Modern Israel 
Open to all members – and specifically for those traveling to Israel with 
Rabbi Steinberg – Israel is a complicated, nuanced place. Come discuss 
and learn the inner workings and trials Israel is facing. Come learn about 
the joy and sadness, the life and challenges of modern day Israel.



SHIREINU PROJECT
Hear it. See it. Live it.
Shireinu Project is back and better than ever!  With concerts, 
song sessions and learning opportunities, this year we are 
reaching for the stars!   
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SHM Does Elvis!
Saturday, December 16 at 6:00 pm

The SHM Does Concert Series is the Shireinu Project’s main 
fundraising event of the year.

The SHM Concert Series is back and we’re turning Michelson Drive 
into the Las Vegas Strip!

Rock out in this show featuring Dean Z, the leading Elvis Tribute 
Artist (world famous!) as we feature music of the King of Rock and 
Roll with a full band! This will be an experience you won’t soon 
forget! 

Ticket information to be announced.
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Spring & Summer Concert Series
Select Sundays at 5:00 pm
Our Summer Concert Series kicked off in June 2023 with the One Voice Band 
singing Music of the Decades! In July, the popular band “Upstream” joined us 
with their undoubtedly cool, hip style. We were blown away by their talent! 
Bring your lawn chairs, some dinner and drinks and relax while supporting 
the Shireinu Project! These concerts are free for ages 17 and under.

SHM Community Sing-A-Longs
Tuesday, August 8, 2023 at 7:00 pm
Wednesday, April 10, 2024 at 7:00 pm
Join Rabbi Zive for evenings full of music and 
song - filling the room with folk favorites, 
contemporary classics and traditional tunes! 
All you need is the willingness to sing and 
participate with the group - we’ll provide 
the lyrics and the incredible ambiance. Both 
sessions will feature Jewish and Secular 
Music for which the toes will be tappin’ and 
the nostalgia flowin’!

Sunday, July 9 at 5:00 pm  
Featuring Caribbean band “Upstream” 
Enjoy sunshine and great music at SHM’s July Summer Concert 
with one of the top Caribbean, Calypso and Steel Drum bands in 
Orange County! Your entire family will love Upstream’s vibes and 
will enjoy an afternoon of great community, exhilarating music 
and outdoor fun.

Sunday, August 6 at 5:00 pm  
Featuring  Cantor Arië Shikler, Emeritus (Album Debut!)
Cantor Shikler just released a new album of original music! Come 
and enjoy this Summer Concert featuring Cantor Shikler and his 
band as they introduce “My Soul” to the world as his album release 
party. You will not want to miss this! 

Sunday, March 10 at 5:00 pm  
Featuring The One Voice Band 
When it comes to concerts at SHM, we know how to have fun!  Join 
us for the first concert of the new year, with our very own One 
Voice Band, featuring Rabbi Zive and Eddie Stephens! 
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Youth Choir
For Grades 1-12
How good it is to have been able to sing again in person! Our youth bring such 
sweet sounds to our community in our Youth Choir! This program is open to 
students in grades 1-12. Our middle and high schoolers will act as leaders and 
mentors to our younger kids. Harmonies and rounds, unite!  

Rehearsals are most 1st and 3rd Sundays of the Month from 12:30-1:30 (lunch 
included). Rehearsal schedule will be sent to registered participants.

Youth Choir Shabbat Participation on
October 6, 2023
November 3, 2023
February 2, 2024
March 1, 2024
April 5, 2024
May 3, 2024
June 14, 2024

SHM Singers
For Ages 18+
We’ll sing some classical choral pieces, but will also infuse our repertoire with 
contemporary songs, a capella favorites and other pieces to make this THE 
musical group to be in. The SHM Singers will sing during Shabbat services 
monthly and will rehearse throughout the year.  If you like to sing and are 18 
years or older, join us - you’ll be glad you did! Rehearsals on Select Wednesdays 
from 6:30 - 8:00 pm.

SHM Singers Shabbat Participation on
October 13, 2023
November 10, 2023
January 12, 2024
February 9, 2024
March 8, 2024
April 12, 2024
May 10, 2024
June 14, 2024
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Adult Music Experience
Select Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
AME is back! Our programming will be virtual on Zoom this year with amazing 
educational opportunities for adults!

If you are musical or simply love music, Adult Music Experience is perfect 
for you! Sessions will take place on Zoom on select Tuesday & Wednesday 
evenings, beginning at 6:30 pm.

We’ll continue our exploration in the history of Jewish music, experience the 
music of famous Jewish and secular musicians, interact with some of the top 
Jewish music educators in North America and much more!

Tuesday, October 10, 2023 | These Songs of Praise: The Art of Musical Hallel 
with Rabbi Zive

Tuesday, October 17, 2023 | “Road to Eden” Movie Screening at SHM

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 | “Elvis’s Jewish Parallels” with Eddie Stephens

Wednesday, December 13, 2023 | The Music of Adam Levine

Tuesday, January 9, 2024 | In Conversation: Musical 
Creativity with Rabbi Zive and Cantor Shikler

Tuesday, January 30, 2024 | “100 Voices” Movie Screening with Rabbi Zive

Tuesday, February 20, 2024 | “The Modern Musical Tradition” with Rabbi 
DePaolo

Wednesday, March 13, 2024 | “Emotion in Harmony” with Alex Flavell

Tuesday, March 19, 2024 | The Music of George Gershwin

Tuesday, April 16, 2024 | “These Songs of Freedom” with Rabbi Zive

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 | In Conversation: The Musical Rabbinate with Rabbi 
Zive and Rabbi Daniel Brenner

Wednesday, May 29 2024 | Funny Girl at the Segerstrom Center (Date Subject 
to Change based on availaibily.  This event will be offsite.) 
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Join a Chavurah!
Small Social Groups at SHM
Chavurah, Hebrew for “friendship group,” enables members of our 
Congregation to get acquainted with one another in smaller, more intimate 
groups based upon compatible needs and interests. Consisting of  7-8 
households, these groups meet regularly for socializing and planning 
religious, educational, or cultural activities. Specialty chavurot include 
hiking, and single professional women. Contact Laura Van de Merghel at 
laura@kuci.org for more information.

Chavurah Blessing
January 19 at 7:00 pm
Join us for a special Shabbat service to offer a blessing to our diverse Chavurot. 

Chesed
Our Chesed Committee is the heart of our Congregation.  This committee focuses 
on the needs of our Congregants in times of joy and difficulty.  When a baby is born, 
Chesed responds.  When a loved one dies, Chesed is there.  When one needs a ride 
to services, Chesed helps. If you would like to volunteer with this special group of 
people please contact the Committee Chairs, Jamie Evans at jamiesevans@gmail.
com or Linda Coss at linda@lindacoss.com.

Community at SHM
We believe that when we come together, we’re stronger. Joining our events 
strengthens our connection to Judaism and brings us closer as a community. 
Together, we celebrate, learn, and grow, embracing diversity and making a 
positive impact on the world. Come and be a part of our vibrant and supportive 
community at SHM.



20

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
C

O
M

M
U

N
ITY

Kehillah Fair: We’re Better Together
Sunday, September 10 at 9:00 am
Welcome to the vibrant and inclusive Kehillah (Community) Fair at SHM, 
where together, we are better! This event bring together various interest 
groups from SHM, including SHeMesh, Brotherhood, NaSHiM, Religious 
School, Chavurot, and more! 

You’ll be able to stroll through tables, meet new community members, 
and sign up for different events and activities! This is a perfect opportunity 
to take your interest and put it into action, whether it is through giving as 
part of a Tikkun Olam (Repairing the World) group, volunteering in our new 
volunteer program, joining a Book Club, or other engaging programs. There 
are endless possibilities to engage and be a part of SHM’s kehillah!

This event only happens once a year, so join us for a wonderful morning with 
free bagels and coffee! Discover what you’re missing at SHM!

The Better Together Family Retreat
At the Pali Retreat Center in Running Springs
January 12-14, 2024
Escape to the serene beauty of the mountains and embark on a 
transformative family retreat at Pali Retreat Center from January 12th to 
14th, 2024. Nestled in the heart of nature, this enchanting getaway offers an 
ideal setting for families to reconnect, bond, and create lasting memories, all 
with their extended SHM mishpacha (family). 

Amidst the snow-capped peaks and breathtaking landscapes, Pali Retreat 
Center provides a haven for families seeking respite from the hustle and 
bustle of daily life, where we will celebrate Shabbat as a community, get 
active in nature, put on a “SHM’s Got Talent” show, and so much more. 

Pali Retreat Center boasts a variety of recreational facilities to cater to 
diverse interests and ages. Families can enjoy exciting outdoor adventures, 
such as ziplining, GaGa, or tomahawk throwing, and archery. For those 
seeking relaxation, the retreat center offers cozy communal spaces where 
families can unwind, play games, or simply enjoy each other’s company with 
s’mores by the crackling fireplace.

Registration opens soon, so make sure to SAVE THE DATE!
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For questions or more info, contact Joe Sloate at joe@shmtemple.org.

Men’s Retreat: We’re Better Together
At the Pala Mesa Resort in North San Diego County
November 17-19, 2023
Our biennial SHM Men’s Retreat is a highlight! SHM men ages 21+ travel to 
the beautiful and relaxing Pala Mesa Resort for a weekend of bonding and 
learning combined with an incredible amount of fun. 

You’ll have the opportunity to play golf, explore the Temecula area and spend 
time with the people you know and meet those you don’t, proving the point 
that we are, indeed, Better Together! 
Sign up at www.shmtemple.org/mens-retreat-2023

Relationship Retreat
$40 per couple
March 30, 2024 from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Whether you have come before or this is your first time attending, this retreat 
will offer new insights for you and your partner in order for you both to be 
“Better Together.”

Rabbi Steinberg, Karen Busch, and Todd Creager, all licensed psycho-therapists, 
will help attendees find insight into what makes them tick in the context of 
their relationships.  From emotional wellness, to sex, to managing finances, 
to parenting or caring for parents, to everything that confronts couples, this 
workshop promises to give you tools, understanding and a deep sense of 
meaning and spirituality as you approach life as a couple.  From our Jewish 
faith to the wisdom of psychology, you will have the chance to confront truths 
and find guidance in the new paths forged.
Sign up at www.shmtemple.org/relationship-retreat-2024
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NaSHiM
SHM Women’s Group
Nashim means “Women” in Hebrew, and NaSHiM is our SHM sisterhood - 
fostering community for the women and female-identified members of Shir 
Ha-Ma’alot. Through our various programs, we empower women to explore 
their Judaism, their families, their communities, their world, and themselves.  
NaSHiM aims to build strong and lasting relationships amongst its members, 
connecting women across a diversity of experiences. 

We hope you will join us for many or all of this year’s exciting programs!

22

Sunday, August 20, 2023 at 11:00 am
The Better Together Brunch
Welcome back for another year of connecting with your SHM sisters. 
NaSHiM knows that brunch is always “Better Together!” Join us for a 
delicious brunch, a meaningful program full of social action activities, 
and a special morning dedicated to spending quality time together as a 
community.

Saturday, October 14, 2023 at 4:00 pm
Hiking & Havdalah
Let us connect to our spirits in the beauty of nature. We’ll build lasting 
relationships as we walk, hike, or shmooze in the great outdoors.

Thursday, November 16, 2023 at 6:30 pm
Silk Scarves and Tallit Painting with NaSHiM
Get in touch with your creative side, while creating your own beautiful 
ritual object. Connect with your community and explore the meaning of 
wearing a tallit as a woman.

Sunday, December 3, 2023 at 10:00 am
NaSHiM Pre-Chanukah Brunch
Get ready for the Festival of Lights with our friends from NaSHiM. 
We’ll celebrate the holiday with good food, fun games, and wonderful 
companionship.

Thursday, January 18, 2024 at 6:30 pm
Game Night with NaSHiM at SHM
Make new friends and strengthen long standing relationships at a night of 
friendly competition with games and fun.

Saturday, February 10, 2024 at 10:00 am
NaSHiM Shabbaton
Join your NaSHiM community for a day of growth and reflection. We’ll 
celebrate Shabbat with our friends, strengthening our bodies, minds, and 
souls.
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Saturday, March 16, 2024 at 3:00 pm
Family Hamantaschen Baking
Families of all shapes and sizes are invited to make hamantaschen and get 
ready for the holiday of Purim. We’ll bring the joy and the delicious treats, 
all you have to do is join us!

Sunday, April 14, 2024 at 4:00 pm
The Women’s Seder
Celebrate the Festival of Freedom with your mothers, sisters, daughters, 
granddaughters, and friends. With dancing, singing, and sharing a meal 
we will recall our ancestors’ exodus from Egypt and build meaningful 
relationships.

Sunday, May 19, 2024 at 3:00 pm
Celebrating Israel (At the JCC)
Join NaSHiM and your SHM community as we celebrate Israel at the JCC. 
NaSHiM will be going as a group to support this incredible community-
wide program. It’s always better to be together with the whole Jewish 
community of Orange County!

Saturday, June 1, 2024 at 6:00 pm
NaSHiM End of the Year Havdalah & Potluck
Look back on a wonderful year with NaSHiM. Our end of year potluck and 
havdalah is such a special way to engage with our friends and celebrate 
our special sisterhood community. 

Rosh Chodesh
Rosh Chodesh is a spiritual program for the women and female identified 
members of our Temple. Our Jewish tradition celebrates the beginning 
of each new month with a ritual called Rosh Chodesh, and Rosh Chodesh 
has always been a special time for women to gather together. Led by 
our clergy, our Rosh Chodesh community will gather around the time of 
the new moon for a spiritual exploration of what it means to be a Jewish 
woman in our world today.  

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan
Thursday, October 19, 2023 at 7:00 pm

Rosh Chodesh Sh’vat
Thursday, January 11, 2024 at 7:00 pm

Rosh Chodesh Adar II
Thursday, March 14, 2024 at 7:00 pm

Rosh Chodesh Iyyar
Thursday, May 9, 2024 at 7:00 pm
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Brotherhood
SHM Men’s Group
The SHM Brotherhood connects the men of Shir Ha-Ma’alot by promoting 
Jewish values, meaningful service, and strong lasting friendships. We support 
our congregation and act as positive role models to all members of our 
community.
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Thursday, July 6, 2023 at 5:00 pm
Baseball Watch Party and Welcome Event
It’s summer and baseball season is in full swing! Join the Brotherhood as 
we welcome our new and returning members back for the 2023-2024 year 
with a baseball watch party complete with all the ballpark food you can 
handle and great company in Rabbi Zive’s backyard. 

Saturday, September 23, 2023 at 11:00 am
Brotherhood Builds the Sukkah
In what’s become a time-honored tradition, the Brotherhood will come 
together in the SHM Backyard and construct our community Sukkah! 
Following the labor, relax with some food, BBQ and drinks and relish in 
your accomplishment!

Sunday, October 8, 2023 at 12:30 pm
Brotherhood Takes Down the Sukkah
What goes up must come down - at least that’s what Sir Isaac Newton 
taught us. After enjoying a lovely Sukkot, the Brotherhood will take down 
the Sukkah. Food and drinks still included!

Sunday, December 10, 2023 at 12:30 pm
Latkepalooza
It’s Chanukah and you know what that means - it’s the 3rd annual 
Latkepalooza! As always, there will be plenty of delicious Chanukah food, 
fun, games and music- perfect for all ages! And if you want a good latke, 
there’s no better place than Latkepalooza!

Friday, February 9, 2024 at 6:00 pm
Chardonnay Shabbat
In another classic Brotherhood event, join us prior to Shabbat Services for 
wine and a beautiful food spread. It’s the perfect opportunity to spend 
time with our community and make new friends!

Thursday, February 22, 2024 at 6:00 pm
Brotherhood Texas Hold ‘Em Tournament
Get ready to show your winning hand! Bring your Hold ‘Em skills to the 
table as we participate in our annual tournament. Good food and drinks 
provided - just show up and have a good time! 

Thursday, March 21, 2024 at 5:00 pm
March Madness Watch Party
Get your brackets ready because it’s March Madness Time! You don’t 
actually need a completed bracket to attend - we’ll be watching the 1st 
round games and cheering on our favorite teams (maybe even witnessing 
an upset or two!). Join us for great food, drinks and community. 
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Brotherhood Meet Up Events
Once a Month, Throughout Orange County
Once a month, the Brotherhood holds its monthly meet-ups at locations 
throughout Orange County! Every month, we’ll get together for laid-back 
conversation, food and drinks in various geographic areas of Orange County, 
including Costa Mesa, Lake Forest, Newport Beach and Anaheim Hills. There’s 
no cost to attend - just show up and enjoy!

Men’s Spirituality
Select Tuesdays at 7:00 pm
Men’s Spirituality Group has become a mainstay over the years for the 
congregation’s male identifying members to share their stories, advice and 
wisdom with one another in a safe setting. 

This year, our group will meet on select Tuesday evenings throughout the 
year with special guests to help teach and inspire us to be the best we can be 
while continuing to provide the expected safe space for our members.

Tuesday, October 31, 2023 at 7:00 pm
“Find your Inner Confidence” with Robbie Kramer
Robbie Kramer teaches men who have achieved world class success in 
their careers to achieve the same sort of success in their love life. Robbie 
will discuss how to strengthen relationships with others in the workplace, 
personal life and with yourself. 

Tuesday, December 12, 2023 at 7:00 pm
“Become a Champion” with Justin Schulman
Justin Schulman is a sports agent representing some of the top talent 
throughout professional sports through his agency, “Athletes First.” He’ll 
discuss the art of negotiation, how to represent yourself and others to 
become the best people possible in a competitive world.

Tuesday, April 30, 2024 at 7:00 pm
“How to Be a Man in the Modern World: Standing Tall and Going 
with the Flow” with Dr. Matthew Greenberger
Dr. Matthew Greenberger is a world renowned urologist and lives/practices 
here in Orange County. He also happens to be a member of SHM! He’ll 
discuss everything involving men’s health, answer questions and guide 
you to a healthier, stronger life, both mentally and physically. 

Tuesday, January 23, 2024 at 7:00 pm
with Angels Pitcher, Zack Weiss
Join us for an unforgettable night with Angels pitcher Zack Weiss! This isn’t 
for men only - anyone of all ages can join us for a great talk about America’s 
pastime and what it’s like to be a Jewish baseball player. Zack grew up in 
Irvine, went to Northwood High and played collegiate ball at UCLA. He was 
named the 2013 Jewish Sports Review All American and has played for the 
Reds, Twins, Indians, Mariners, Angels, and for Team Israel in the Olympics and 
World Baseball Classic. Traditional baseball foods will be served at this event!
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Book Clubs
First Thursday of the Month
10:00 am (virtual), 12:30 pm (in-person)
Calling all book lovers! We have two wonderful book clubs that meet once 
a month online or at the Temple. Come for the thoughtful discussion and 
make a new friend as you bond over your love of the written word. We are the 
People of the Book. Join one of our book clubs and find your people, because 
reading is Better Together! For more information, please contact the Temple 
office

American Friends of the Israel 
Philharmonic Orchestra with Pianist 
Tom Borrow
Monday, October 30 at 6:00 pm

Tom Borrow, a gifted pianist born in Tel Aviv in 2000, 
is making waves in the classical music world. At the 
age of five, he embarked on his musical journey, 
studying piano under the guidance of Dr. Michal Tal 
at the Givatayim Music Conservatory. Currently, he 
is honing his skills under the tutelage of Prof. Tomer 
Lev at Tel Aviv University’s prestigious Buchmann-
Mehta School of Music.  SHM is honored to host such 
a talented musician, as we deepen our connection 
to Israel through music.

New Member Discussions
Select Sundays at 10:30 am
October 15 | December 3 | April 7
When you choose to join SHM, you become part of our sacred community. 
We look forward to getting to know you, having you get to know other new 
members, and hear one another’s stories. We hope to see you there!
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3rd Annual SHM Golf Tournament
Monday, April 8, 2024
We are so excited to announce the highly anticipated SHM Golf Tournament, 
a thrilling event that promises a day filled with golfing glory, camaraderie, 
and an uplifting commitment to support SHM. Get ready to tee off at the 
magnificent Tijeras Creek Golf Club, a golfer’s paradise nestled amidst 
picturesque landscapes and sprawling fairways.

Whether you’re a seasoned golfer with a refined swing or a novice eager to 
test your skills, this tournament is tailor-made for everyone. It’s an all-inclusive 
affair that extends a warm invitation to not only SHM members but also to 
golf enthusiasts from all walks of life. So gather your golfing gear, rally your 
friends, family, and coworkers, and seize the opportunity to be part of this 
grand event.

SHM Gala
Saturday, June 8, 2024
Mark your calendars and get ready for an epic night you won’t want to miss! 
The SHM Gala is back, and it’s going to be a blast. Set to happen next year, 
this event is all about having a good time while making a huge impact on the 
incredible programs at SHM. So, get your party shoes ready and prepare for a 
night of glitz, glamour, and a whole lot of fun!

Stay tuned for more information about the theme, tickets, and all the other 
exciting details that will make this night unforgettable. Trust us, it’s going to 
be a night to remember while making a meaningful difference in the lives of 
those touched by SHM’s outstanding programs. Save the date, and let’s make 
magic happen together!
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Board of Trustees Meetings
First Tuesday of the Month at 7:30 pm
Charged with the oversight of the Temple’s affairs, the elected members of 
the Board of Trustees meet monthly. Meetings are open to Congregants who 
wish to attend. 
August 1   February 6
September 5  March 5
October 3    April 2
November 7   June 4
December 5
January 4 (Thursday)   

Education Committee Meetings
Third Thursday of the Month at 7:30 pm
Composed of members of the Congregation with a special interest or expertise 
in education, this group meets regularly to create and implement the vision 
for our Religious School.

August 17   January 18
September 21  February 15
October 19   March 21
November 16   April 18

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, May 5 at 10:00 am
Your voice matters!  Each year a new slate of Executive Committee and Board 
of Trustees nominees are voted on at this meeting.  The Congregation’s 
finances are discussed and budget presented for approval.  This meeting is 
open to all Congregants.

29
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SHeMesh
The Shir Ha-Ma’alot Tikkun Olam Committee

SHeMesh means “sun” in Hebrew, and SHeMesh is the SHM Tikkun Olam 
(healing the world) committee. 

As a Jewish community we feel the brokenness of the world and believe that 
we are God’s partner in participating in making it more whole. We intentionally 
and thoughtfully engage with our Jewish values, texts, and traditions to guide 
our ongoing work to care for the earth and our neighbors. Like a sun, SHeMesh 
has rays of light illuminating the darkest corners of our community. 

We hope you will join us for many or all of this year’s meaningful programs and 
help make the world more complete. To learn more about SHeMesh and get 
involved with some of our meaningful programming, please contact Cherie 
Creager (cheriecreager@gmail.com).
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Sharing Healthy Meals
Sharing Healthy Meals responds to food insecurity throughout Orange County. 

Did you know that approximately 1 in 4 Californians do not know where their 
next meal will come from? At UCI alone, 45% of students experience food 
insecurity. 

Join us for our mitzvah opportunities throughout the year, working with 
partners all over the area, as we support veterans, college students, and 
families in the hopes that someday no one in our world will go hungry.

To get involved with Sharing Healthy Meals, please contact Robbie Rosenberg 
(robbierose65@hotmail.com).

Reading Partners
You can help a young child in our Orange County schools learn to love the written 
word! Reading Partners believes that all children deserve the opportunity 
to succeed. Volunteers with Reading Partners visit with an Orange County 
classroom on a regular basis to read with students in kindergarten through 
third grade. Helping a child to learn to read can truly change their lives!

If you would like to learn more about volunteering with Reading Partners, 
please contact Susanna Wolfe (susannawolf@me.com).
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Civic Engagement at SHM
We are truly Better Together, and as Jews we know it is our obligation to engage 
with the world outside our synagogue walls. Our Civic Engagement programming 
at SHM provides special events and featured speakers to help educate and 
motivate our community to become more civically engaged Orange County Jews. 
Let us learn together today, to create a brighter tomorrow.

Blood Drives at SHM
July 16, 2023 | February 4, 2024

Join us at SHM for our life-saving blood drives! Held on select dates throughout 
the year, these events provide a crucial opportunity for our community to come 
together and donate blood, helping to meet the constant demand for blood 
transfusions and saving countless lives. 

Thursday, October 26, 2023 at 7:00 pm
Exploring Food Insecurity in Orange County
In partnership with Sharing Healthy Meals, our Civic Engagement 
Committee will be exploring Food Insecurity in Orange County and how 
we as a community can address the needs of our neighbors. Join us as 
we respond to the call of our tradition to ensure that hunger is a problem 
of the past.  

Thursday, January 25, 2024 at 7:00 pm
Transportation and Sustainability in a Growing Orange County
Our Orange County community continues to grow each year with more 
construction, more traffic, and more cars on the road. How can we 
embrace a thriving and growing community, and still meet the needs 
of the environment around us? How can we continue to grow in a 
responsible way to create a better Orange County for future generations?

Tuesday, February 27, 2024 at 6:30 pm
Navigating Truth in Our Media Today
Navigating social media, AI, and news media can be difficult and 
confusing. How do we find information that is objective and trustworthy? 
Together with our Chai School students and their families, let us sharpen 
our critical thinking and curiosity to be thoughtful and engaged citizens 
of our world, as we learn to be well informed on what is happening in our 
community. 

Wednesday, April 17, 2024 at 7:00 pm
Exploring Public Safety in an Ever-Changing World
Our safety is always a top priority at SHM. Yet, safety is increasingly an 
issue many of us consider both inside and out of our synagogue walls. 
Join us as we discover what public safety can look like as our world 
continues to grow and change.
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Listening & Learning Group
Fourth Tuesday of the Month | 7:00 pm
Led by our very own Anna and Wendy Worrell, this group is designed to provide 
a broadened understanding of various cultures, experiences, and historical 
context through reading sources of fiction and nonfiction, and watching 
movies and documentaries. This group fosters thoughtful and respectful 
discussion of diverse points of view in a space focused on community 
understanding and cohesion.

Please note that every other month the Listening & Learning Group will watch 
a movie or documentary in lieu of reading a book as part of their discussions. 
We hope you will join the Listening & Learning group for one session or for 
each and every one. 

Holocaust Survivor Programs
Please stay tuned for upcoming dates and times!
Shir Ha-Ma’alot has always been committed to supporting the Holocaust 
Survivors living in Orange County, and many of them have been living 
isolated and separated from the world for the last few years. Join us for a 
new opportunity to bring light to a Survivor living in our community. If you 
are interested in volunteering on a regular basis with our Holocaust Survivors 
program, please contact Cherie Creager (cheriecreager@gmail.com) to learn 
more and start this important work!
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Jessica Herron Caring & Sharing  Program
Jessica Herron grew up at Shir Ha-Ma’alot, and believed it was her 
responsibility to make the world a more caring place. 

In her honor, the Jessica Herron Caring & Sharing Program sponsors several 
opportunities a year to support those in dire need in our community. 

This remarkable program serves as a beacon of hope, bringing together our 
congregation to bring more caring to our community.

Throughout the year, we organize and sponsor several initiatives that 
provide vital assistance to individuals and families facing challenging 
circumstances. 

One of our most significant endeavors is the Adopt-a-Family program, 
which offers support during key holidays, including Thanksgiving, 
Chanukah & Christmas, and Passover.

Sunday, November 12, 2023
Thanksgiving Food Drive Collection
Please join us in providing grocery gift cards for Thanksgiving to Jewish 
families and Holocaust survivors who struggle to make ends meet. 

Sunday, December 10, 2023
Holiday Gift Drive Collection
As the holidays approach, please join the Jessica Herron Caring and 
Sharing program in assisting struggling families and individuals in need. 
This year please consider dedicating one night of Chanukah to adopting 
a family or individual.  Gift cards and donations to the Jessica Herron fund 
for this purpose are also very much appreciated.

Wednesday, April 17, 2024
Passover Food Drive Collection
Please join us in providing gift cards for Jewish families in need of 
support for Passover.

Interested in volunteering to help with the donation process? Reach out to Dana Klein at 
nevatolate@aol.com for more information! 



High Holy Days 5784
Starts September 9
To ensure the health and safety of our members at SHM, this year we will be 
in-person and streaming High Holy Days Services! Members will receive an 
email with links to reserve seats.  Non-members will also have the opportunity 
to purchase tickets for High Holy Days.  

This year there will only be one service for Erev Rosh 
Hashanah and one service for Kol Nidre!

S’lichot
Saturday, September 9
9:00 pm | Dessert Reception
9:30 pm | S’lichot Service 

Erev Rosh 
Hashanah
Friday, September 15
7:00 pm | Service

Rosh Hashanah
Saturday, September 16
8:30 am | Family Service
11:00 am | Morning Service 
4:00 pm | Tashlikh at Corona 
Del Mar Beach

Kol Nidre
Sunday, September 24
7:00 pm | Service

Yom Kippur
Monday, September 25
8:30 am | Family Service
11:00 am | Morning Service
2:00 pm | Text Study
2:45 pm | Ask the Rabbi
4:00 pm | Afternoon Service, Yizkor & 
Neilah Service, followed by Break-the-
Fast
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September 30 at 5:30 pm | Sippin in the Sukkah
Such a beautiful Sukkah deserves to be utilized to the fullest!  Join us for a 
laid back evening as we sip on drinks and enjoy good company under the 
Sukkah. | $50 per person

October 6 at 10:30 am | Sukkot Yizkor Service
This Yizkor Service will be held in collaboration with Congregation B’nai Tzedek 
and Temple Beth Sholom. This service will be at Congregation B’nai Tzedek.

Holidays
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October 6 Service at 6:30 pm, Dinner at 7:15 pm | Salsa in the Sukkah
This wonderful holiday is an opportunity to share in the beauty of fall, 
remember the trek of the ancient Israelites and celebrate the fall harvest 
time.
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October 8 | Kindergarten Consecration at 10:30 am,                    
Simchat Torah at 11:30 am
Please join us this year as we celebrate the joy of learning Torah by reading the 
end of the Book of Deuteronomy and the beginning of the Book of Genesis. 
We also celebrate our sacred Torah and learning by consecrating our newest 
students to the Temple.

March 23 at 4:30 pm | Purim Shpiel & Celebration
Join the entire Congregation for a lively celebration of Purim with food, fun, 
and laughter.  The joy of Judaism will come alive with song, dance, laughter, 
costumes, and light-hearted prayer.

December 8 at 6:30 pm | Chanukah Service
Chanukah—the holiday of light—is a time to join with friends and family as our 
sanctuary is illuminated with the brightness of the Chanukah menorahs and the 
sparkle of smiles. This service will include music from our One Voice Shabbat Band.

April 29 at 10:30 am | Passover Yizkor Service
This Yizkor Service will be held in collaboration with Congregation B’nai Tzedek 
and Temple Beth Sholom.  This service will be at Temple Beth Sholom.

June 12 at 10:30 am | Shavuot Yizkor Service
This Yizkor Service will be held in collaboration with Congregation B’nai Tzedek 
and Temple Beth Sholom.  This event will be at SHM.

April 14 at 4:00 pm | Passover Women’s Seder
Bring your mothers, daughters, sisters and friends and consider inviting 
women of other faiths to join you! Before you prepare for Passover, take a 
break to celebrate the festival of freedom with other women and Rabbi Sarah 
DePaolo. You’ll make new memories while we recall the past during our catered 
multi-generation Passover Seder. Guests are welcome. 

May 6 at 6:30 pm | Yom HaShoah
Join us on Holocaust Remembrance Day for a Yom HaShoah Memorial Service, 
with 8th grade student participation.

June 11 at 7:00 pm | Shavuot Dessert and Study
The holiday of Shavuot celebrates the giving of the Torah at Mt. Sinai. 
Traditionally we celebrate Shavuot with study of our Jewish texts and 
cheesecake! Join us for a dessert and study session to bring in Shavuot.
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May 5 at 12:30 pm | Yom Ha’Atzmaut Israel Celebration
Join our Religious School students and Congregants as we celebrate Israel’s 
birthday!  Enjoy traditional homemade Israeli food, Israeli songs, dances and more!
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Religious School
First Day of School is September 10! 
Here at Shir Ha-Ma’alot, we believe that it is cool to be Jewish, whether you 
are virtually meeting or in-person! At the current moment, we will be offering 
all classes in person with one Hebrew option online. Our programs offer our 
students opportunities to make meaningful connections, virtually and in-
person, with those in their kitah (class) and with those in their age-appropriate 
youth groups. We are excited to make this Religious School year full of limmud 
(learning), laughter and ruach (spirit)!
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Early Childhood Programs
Tiny Tots, Torah Time for Tots, Pre-K/TK & Kindergarten

Tiny Tots: Ages 1-2
One Sunday per month | 10:15 - 11:15 am 

Torah Time for Tots: Ages 2-3
Two Sundays per month | 10:15 - 11:45 am

We offer two programs for toddlers and their parents: 
Tiny Tots and Torah Time for Tots. These “parent and me” 
programs provide a fun and engaging way for families to 
learn about Jewish holidays and traditions through play, 
music, art, and more. They’re also a great way to make 
lasting friendships within the community that will continue 
throughout your child’s Jewish education.

Yeladim (Pre-K/TK)
Sundays | 10:00 am - 12:30 pm 
Our Yeladim program is designed to introduce our little learners to the core values 
of our community through the “4 M’s”. Through interactive lessons and activities, 
our students will learn about Memories, Mentsch-making, Mitzvot, and Making 
Meaning in their young lives. These values will guide them as they grow and develop 
as part of our Shir Ha-Ma’alot community.

Gan (Kindergarten)
Sundays | 10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Our Gan students will develop a deeper connection to Jewish traditions and 
holidays, as they begin to understand what it means to be Jewish today. 

Kindergarten families will celebrate the start of their formal Jewish education with 
a Consecration service on Sunday morning, October 8, 2023.
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Judaica
Sundays from 10:00 am - 12:30 pm
At our school, learning about Judaism is anything but boring! We make it come alive 
with interactive games, hands-on projects, and lively discussions. And our Judaica 
Enrichments are the cherry on top, with Hebrew through Movement, Israeli Dancing, 
and Music in T’filah (prayer). 

But wait, there’s more! On Sundays, students get to choose from a variety of exciting 
chuggim (electives) like Art, Jewish Cooking, and Photography. And we all come 
together as a community for amazing T’filah (prayer) services and Shira (music)
sessions that are meaningful and fun!

Sibling Club
Sundays from 8:30 - 9:55 am
For families with children in multiple grade levels attending Hebrew on Sundays, 
the Sibling Club is available to simplify the schedule. Parents with children in 
grades 3-6 who don’t want to return before 10:00 to bring younger children can use 
this program to ensure all their children are taken care of.
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Sunday School Kitot (Classes)
SHM is the best place to be on Sunday mornings!

Kitah Alef (1st Grade)
In Kitah Alef, our students find their place in the chain of Jewish tradition by exploring the 
Torah stories from creation to our prophets.

Kitah Gimel (3rd Grade)
Kitah Gimel students explore their understanding of God through a Reform perspective 
in the first half of the school year. Later, they learn about Israel and their Jewish identity, 
where they will explore Israel’s geography, culture, and the best part, food. This learning is 
completed with their leadership participation in the Yom Ha’Atzmaut celebration.

Kitah Hey (5th Grade)
In Kitah Hey, students learn about the teachings of the ancient Prophets and how they 
guide us in making the world a more just place. Through exploring these lessons, our 5th 
graders become Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) warriors.

Kitah Zayin (7th Grade)
Kitah Zayin students engage in transformative learning as they explore becoming adults in 
the Jewish community. They examine their relationships with themselves, others, and God 
while also researching a Jewish non-profit organization that aligns with their social justice 
values. The culminating activity for Kitah Zayin on Sundays is when they lead the Tzedakah 
Fair for the whole school. On the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, they join our Chai School program, 
where they explore their Jewish identity and participate in fun electives geared towards 
teens.

Kitah Bet (2nd Grade)
Kitah Bet students learn about Jewish lifecycle events, from birth to adulthood and beyond. 
Understanding the reasons behind Jewish customs for these events is helpful as 2nd graders 
begin to experience them. The curriculum includes age-appropriate discussions and a class 
“mock wedding.”

Kitah Dalet (4th Grade)
In Kitah Dalet, students delve into Jewish stories and ancestors from creation to the Exodus, 
making connections between our Jewish tradition and becoming good people. Through 
understanding the lessons of Torah stories, 4th graders learn to identify moral choices and 
make mentsch-like choices.

Kitah Vav (6th Grade)
Kitah Vav students will take a dive into Israel education through interactive learning-
centered models, where they will discover their own unique Israel connection.
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Hebrew
Grades 3-6
Our SHM students are not only learning prayer-based Hebrew, but they’re also 
gaining a deeper understanding of the prayers they recite and developing the 
skills to actively engage in services worldwide. From Kitah Gimel to Kitah Vav, our 
students are enrolled in one of three top-notch Hebrew programs, ensuring they 
become confident and knowledgeable to lead Shabbat prayers in Hebrew.

Tuesday Hebrew
4:30 - 6:00 pm
$100 less than Sunday Hebrew!  In addition to Sunday Judaica classes, our Tuesday 
program has proven to accelerate prayer learning by 25%, providing students with 
enhanced preparation for their B’nai Mitzvah. Our Tuesday students also benefit 
from double the exposure to prayer and melodies, as they participate in a T’filah 
during each class. Plus, our weekly Tuesday dinners from 6:00-6:30 pm offer a special 
opportunity for our students to bond with each other. Choosing the Tuesday Hebrew 
option also allows for the family to sleep in on Sunday mornings since Judaica 
doesn’t begin until 10:00 am.  Join us on Tuesdays to deepen your Hebrew skills and 
make lifelong connections!

Sunday Hebrew
8:30 - 9:55 am
With busy schedules and other midweek commitments, we understand it can be 
tough to fit in multiple days of religious education. That’s why we offer a convenient 
one-day-a-week option that combines both Hebrew and Judaica studies. Your 
child(ren) will attend a full day of engaging and enriching classes from 8:30 am until 
12:30 pm. It’s a great option for families looking to streamline their weekly routine 
while still giving their children a strong foundation in their Jewish education.

Individual Hebrew Instruction
Scheduled based upon your availability
Looking for a more personalized Hebrew learning experience? Look no further 
than our Individualized Hebrew Instruction program! With this option, our SHM 
Hebrew teachers will travel to your home once a week for a 45-minute one-on-
one lesson, giving your child the attention and flexibility they need to succeed. 
To ensure the best match between your child and our teacher, fill out a Hebrew 
Request form and we’ll take care of the rest.
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Chai School
Every 2nd & 4th Tuesday from 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Dinners are $10 per student and served from 6:00 - 6:30 pm (RSVPs 
required)

Kitah Zayin (7th Grade)
At SHM, we believe that B’nai Mitzvah is just the beginning of a lifelong Jewish 
journey. That’s why we encourage all of our Bar and Bat Mitzvah students to continue 
their education through at least Confirmation (10th grade). Our Kitah Zayin students 
seamlessly transition into the Chai School program on Tuesday evenings, where they 
start to explore Jewish young adulthood. They have the opportunity to bond with their 
role models in Confirmation and post-Confirmation while building lasting friendships 
with their Kitah Chet (8th Grade) peers at JiFTY programming throughout the year.

Kitah Tet (9th Grade)
In Kitah Tet, students study Israel’s history, culture, and society. Following the iEngage 
curriculum from the Shalom Hartman Institute, we teach from a neutral narrative 
about Israel’s complicated history and conflict with its neighboring countries. 

Kitah Chet (8th Grade)
In Kitah Chet, students explore the Holocaust through the “Time and Space: 
Memorializing the Holocaust” curriculum. The course delves into the underlying 
human dynamics that led to the Holocaust, and how we can prevent such tragedies 
in the future. As part of the program, our 8th graders will lead the Yom HaShoah 
program on May 6th, 2024, to honor the memory of those lost in the Holocaust.
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Confirmation (10th Grade)
Confirmation is a transformative year for our 
Kitat Brit students where they affirm their 
commitment to the Jewish people. The students 
will explore how the Ten Commandments can 
be applied in their everyday lives, learning about 
themselves and their Judaism. The class is 
taught by Rabbi Steinberg and Rabbi DePaolo 
and culminates in a year-end Confirmation 
service created and led by the students 
themselves on May 10, 2024 (5784).

Kitah Sofit (11th & 12th Grades) – Rappin’ with the 
Rabbi
Our post-Confirmation program aims to keep our teens engaged and connected 
as they navigate their Jewish lives. Led by Rabbi Steinberg and Rabbi DePaolo, our 
juniors and seniors will have a safe space to discuss relevant issues, be challenged, 
and have fun! It’s an opportunity for them to feel comfortable and connected to our 
synagogue community. 

Save the Date for 10th-12th Grade trip to Washington, D.C. for the URJ’s L’Taken 
trip February 23-26, 2024! Be on the lookout for more information soon!

Madrichim
Student Leadership at SHM!
Calling all students in grades 8-12! Want to make a difference in your community 
and be a role model for younger students? 

Join our Madrichim program as a Guide or Teacher’s Assistant. Enhance your Jewish 
knowledge and leadership skills while impacting younger children’s lives. Our 
Madrichim Leadership Seminar (MLS) offers new education and leadership skills 
for immediate classroom use. Attend MLS to connect with other madrichim, build 
a support network, and gain valuable life and leadership skills for diverse student 
groups.

Before the school year begins, don’t miss our important Madrichim Training on 
Sunday, August 20th, 2023!
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Special Programs and Holidays
Mark Your Calendars!

Family Connections
Parent-Child Engagement Opportunities!
We believe in strengthening Jewish families through parent-child engagement 
opportunities. By participating in family programming and attending Shabbat 
services, parents can continue the Jewish learning at home. Join us for our Family 
Educational opportunities throughout the year, where parents can learn alongside 
their child(ren).

At family camps, parents and children come together to engage in learning at the 
temple through various programs, such as exploring Jewish ethics, celebrating 
Jewish holidays, studying together, and singing and dancing. These camps offer a 
unique and enjoyable experience for families to learn and bond together.

Yeladim/Gan (Pre-K/Kinder): March 17, 2024

Kitah Alef (1st Grade): January 21, 2024

Kitah Bet (2nd Grade): October 22, 2023

Kitah Gimel (3rd Grade): April 28, 2024

Kitah Dalet (4th Grade): December 17, 2023

Kitah Hey (5th Grade): November 5, 2023

Kitah Vav (6th Grade): February 11, 2024  

Kitah Zayin (7th Grade) Off-site Retreat: 
October 15, 2023

Salsa in the Sukkah Service & Dinner | October 6, 2023

Simchat Torah with Kindergarten Consecration | October 8, 2023

Teen Wellness Retreat (8th-12th Grade) | December 1-3, 2023

Chanukah Family Shabbat Service | December 8, 2023

SHM Family Retreat | January 12-14, 2024

Jewish Summer Camp Fair | February 4, 2024

Purim Shpiel and Purim Party | March 23, 2024

Yom HaAtzmaut Israel Celebration & Last Day of Religious 
School | May 5, 2024

Yom HaShoah (8th Grade Participation) | May 6, 2024

Confirmation Shabbat Service | May 17, 2024
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Youth Groups
Federations of Fun!
Get ready for an exciting year of youth group activities that will bring our children 
together, foster new friendships, and create unforgettable memories! Our youth 
groups are designed to cater to specific age groups, ensuring that each child has a 
meaningful and enjoyable experience. This year, we’re taking our youth group events 
to the next level, with a commitment to making them even better than before.

SHMoFTY 
Grades 9-12

October 21

November 4

December 1-3

December 15-16

January 12-15

March 9

April 26-28

May 10-11

Mini-MiTY/MiTY          
Grades 2-5

October 15

November 12

December 10

January 28

February 11

March 10

April 21

May 5

JiFTY 
Grades 6-8

October 28

November 18

December 16

January 20

February 24

March 16

April 13

May 4
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5784 HIGH HOLY DAYS SCHEDULE
For Information on High Holy Days, see page 34

S’lichot
Saturday, September 9
9:00 pm, Dessert Reception
9:30 pm, S’lichot Service 

Erev Rosh 
Hashanah
Friday, September 15
7:00 pm, Service

Rosh Hashanah
Saturday, September 16
8:30 am, Family Service
11:00 am, Morning Service 
4:00 pm, Tashlikh at Corona 
Del Mar Beach

Kol Nidre
Sunday, September 24
7:00 pm, Service

Yom Kippur
Monday, September 25
8:30 am, Family Service
11:00 am, Morning Service
2:00 pm, Text Study
2:45 pm, Ask the Rabbi
4:00 pm, Afternoon Service, 
Yizkor & Neilah Service, followed 
by Break-the-Fast


