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A Letter from our
Senior Rabbi
Every year at Temple we have a different theme. Last year, during Covid, we focused on
learning through our “SHaloM University” program. The year before we concentrated on
“The Kindness Campaign.” This year, we introduce you to LOVE.

We are living in world filled with so much hate that we must do our part, as a religious people,
to utilize our energy for love – to love each other, ourselves, our traditions, our neighbors, our
experiences, our lives – to simply live in the space of more love, not anger and hate.
As a Congregation, we will focus our programs and our music and our teachings on all
aspects of love. From the lessons our students learn in religious school to the Couples
Retreat we will offer in January to sermons and songs, our attention and our emphasis will
center on love.
As Rabbi Jonathon Saks z”l once wrote, “Love transforms us.” That is what this year will be:
a spiritual transformation for us that will allow us to transform any negative energy into
positive love. The great mystical teachings of Judaism, the Kabbalah, state, “In love is found
the secret of Divine Unity. (Zohar)” In other words, when we love, God is present on earth.
Love is the essential path to finding holiness in our lives.
A Chasidic rabbi put it succinctly, he asked, “Do you want people to love you?”
“Yes.” said the leader.
The rabbi retorted, “Then love them first.”
At SHM we are going to lead with love this year in all we do and in all we are.
With Love,

Rabbi Richard Steinberg
Senior Rabbi
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot is a Reform Jewish
community that provides a spiritual home guided by
memory and mitzvah, committed to mentsch making
and making meaning.

Memory:

• We have a sacred obligation to be guardians of the past and to remember those who came before us. We
stand on their shoulders.
• We shall use our collective Jewish memory to guide us on our paths.
• We will pass our tradition from generation to generation. We will cherish the past and we will create new
Jewish memories for those who come after us.

Mitzvah:

• We will create a community, and by extension, a world, centered in good deeds.
• We will serve as a place where people will be inspired to do mitzvot as part of their very being.
• We will treat each other with kindness. We will be guided by the biblical dictum, “Love thy neighbor as thyself,
I am the Lord (Lev. 19:18)” and the Talmudic dictum, “What is hateful to you, do not do to another person.
(Hillel)”. Our Congregants and Congregation as a whole will represent the best of humanity.

Mentsch Making:

• We will recognize that every human being is created in God’s Image. Our community will emulate that Holy
Reflection and all will bask in its glow.
• We will teach that everyone is special and has something unique to offer our community. In so teaching, we
strive to further deepen our relationships to each other, to our community and to the Eternal One.
• We will create a holy community, beginning within the walls of the synagogue and then flowing outside the
walls; in which kindness abides, benefit of the doubt is common place and caring is paramount.

Making Meaning:

• We recognize that Judaism marks time as holy. From our music to our meetings, every moment will be a time
to make meaning.
• We will search for meaning in all that we do. In times of joy and in times of sadness, bringing a Jewish message
to those moments fills time with depth.
• We will treat each minute, from the classroom to the boardroom, as a gift from God to be used wisely.
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SHABBAT SERVICES
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Family Shabbat Services
1st Friday of the month at 6:30 pm

Interactive Shabbat Services designed for families of all ages! Each Service has
a theme that relates to Torah portions and contemporary events. Whether it’s
a spiritual celebration of our country’s independence or a sunny Shabbat at the
Beach, Services at SHM are fun for the whole family.

July 2 at 6:30 pm | “Love of Our Country”
Join us as we celebrate Shabbat and American Independence Day as a community, and our Congregation
celebrates the idea of red, white and blue for every Jew!

August 6 at 6:45 pm | “Shabbat at the Beach” at Big Corona Del Mar Beach
This special Shabbat allows us to celebrate the Sabbath amidst the crashing waves, warm sand and
the setting sun on the horizon. It is fun for the whole family and inspiring for all!

September 3 at 6:30 pm | “Be the Best Version of You in 5782”

New Year’s means new resolutions, but what does this look like in Judaism? With the new year of 5782 approaching
quickly, let’s find ways that we can love ourselves and be the best versions of ourselves for the year ahead.

September 24
October 1

Sukkot Family Service
Back to School Family Shabbat

November 5

2nd/3rd Grade Participation

December 3

Chanukah Family Service

January 7

4th/5th Grade Participation

February 4

6th/7th Grade Participation

March 4

2nd/3rd Grade Participation

April 1

6th/7th Grade Participation

May 6

4th/5th Grade Participation

3rd Friday of the month at 6:30 pm

Tot Shabbats are perfect for young children to feel excited about being
Jewish! In addition to fun themes, skits & sing-a-longs, Tot Shabbat
Services offer a friendly introduction to Jewish beliefs and practices.

July 16 at 6:30 pm | “Daniel Tiger Says to Be a Mentsch!”
Daniel Tiger says there are so many ways to be a Mentsch. Join us for Tot Shabbat to learn how! And if
you’re interested, we will be having a pizza dinner beforehand.

August 20 at 6:30 pm | Soul - “Finding Our Spark”
Help us find our spark! We might have lost it and need your help to understand our “soul.” Will you help us
discover love for ourselves by finding our spark? Come to Tot Shabbat to learn how.

September 17 at 6:30 pm | “How to Say Sorry and Really Mean It”

Yom Kippur just passed, but how can you help your little one know when to say sorry and say it like they
really mean it? Join us for Tot Shabbat and we will explore age-appropriate ways to make the season of
saying sorry more impactful for your family.

October 15
November 19 Pre-K/ K/ 1st Grade Participation
December 17
January 21
February 18

SHABBAT SERVICES

Tot Shabbat Services

March 18 Pre-K/ K/ 1st Grade Participation
May 20
June 17
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SHABBAT SERVICES

Shabbat Services

2nd & 3rd Fridays of the month at 7:30 pm

Shabbat Services at SHM are full of special guests and topics that matter to
our members. From members of Congress to members of SHM, each service
provides spiritual comfort and meaningful opportunities to connect with friends
and family. Listed below are some of our special services scheduled throughout
the year.

July 9 | “Loving Parents Panel Discussion”
Loving your kids is expected - how to love them can be the challenge. Learn
from these parents the approach they took and the tools they employed to
show their kids the love of their hearts. Panelists: Laura Van de Merghel,
Mike Gellman and Bette Rothman

July 16 | “Finding Love and Happiness in Life” Sermon from Rabbi Zive
We all search and aim to be fulfilled in life. Where do we find it and how do we offer it? Learn the recipe
for a long-lasting and sustainable life filled with happiness, meaning, and dreams.

July 23 | “Tu B ’Av: Loving Couples Panel Discussion”
Holy Matrimony - what makes a relationship holy? Discover the holiness of partnership through the ups
and downs of life. Learn how love is an enacted verb in relationships of depth and romance. Panelists:
Herb & Loretta Modelevsky, George & Ivette Rudolph and Dan & Lisa Kassel

August 13 | “Love Means HAVING to Say You’re Sorry” Sermon from Rabbi DePaolo
With the start of the Hebrew Month, Elul, we begin the process of preparing for the High Holy Days.
Together we will explore how asking for forgiveness can help us to live a more loving and full life.

August 20 | “You Shall Love... Easier Said than Done!” Sermon from 				
Rabbi Steinberg
Love is an enacted verb - we must practice love through actions.

August 27 | “One Voice Shabbat: Divine Love”
“To love another person is to see the face of God” - Les Miserables. Have you experienced God through
love? Can music bring you closer to The Divine? This One Voice Shabbat provides the foundation for
loving God, one another and ourselves, all at the same time.

September 10 | “Love Yourself & Return Again” Panel Discussion
This special Shabbat between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur focuses our souls and
minds so we might grow spiritually towards wholeness. This Shabbat that connects
both holy days helps us to become all we are intended to be. Panelists: Dr. Barton
Blinder, Dr. Adrienne Matros and Dr. Myrna Rasmussen

September 24 | Sukkot Service and Dinner
One of our favorite SHM traditions is to celebrate Sukkot with a special service in the Sukkah, followed
by dinner with family and friends. Shake your lulavs and etrogs (branches and citron).
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Born and raised in Wilkes-Barre, PA, Rabbi Josh Knobel received a Bachelor of Science in Physics
and a commission as a second lieutenant from the United States Military Academy in 2001. He
served for seven years as a telecommunications officer on active duty, including deployments
to Kuwait and Afghanistan, where he learned firsthand the profound impact that Judaism can
have upon our identities and the ways in which we meet the opportunities and challenges that
await us in all walks of life.

December 10 | “Israel: Love in a Time of Stress,” with Rabbi William
Cutter, PhD
Rabbi William Cutter, Phd, will teach about our love for Israel, Israelis love for each other, and Israelis
love for America as reflected in modern Israel poetry. These quintessential poems will paint a rich
and vibrant picture for us to study and learn.

December 17 | with Author, Andre Julian
Andre Julian, an accomplished business and finance professional, discusses his debut book, Streaking
to Win, in which he gives people a tool they can implement into their lives to make measurable and
important changes!

January 21 | Chavurah Blessing
Join us for a Shabbat Service to give a special blessing to our diverse Chavurot. Joining a Chavurah
allows Congregants to get acquainted with one another in smaller, more intimate groups. Because
of their inherent contributions towards creating a lifetime of belonging, we honor our Chavurot on
this night.

February 4 | Jewish Disabilites Shabbat
February is Jewish Disability Awareness Month. Come to this Shabbat Service to learn about the
blessings and challenges of having a family member with special needs.

February 11 | Bob Wolf Award

SHABBAT SERVICES

November 12 | “Honor Those Who Protect Us,” with 		
Rabbi Joshua Knobel

Each year our synagogue bestows the Bob Wolf Award to one outstanding contributor to the SHM
community, someone who goes above and beyond to help our Congregation thrive.

April 22 | Marriage Reconsecration
On this Shabbat, we invite couples celebrating milestone wedding anniversaries to come to services
for a special blessing and declaration of re-commitment.

June 3 | Confirmation Service
Every year our 10th grade class leads the community in a special Confirmation Service. Join us to
celebrate these confirmands, as they celebrate the important role that Judaism plays in their lives.

June 10 | Board of Trustees Installation Service
Join us for a Shabbat Service to thank outgoing members of the SHM Board of Trustees, and to install
next year’s Board & Executive Board members for their year of service to the community.
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SHABBAT SERVICES

One Voice Shabbat

In Memory of Ann Browne
Last Friday of the month at 7:30 pm

This is the sound of One Voice! One Voice Shabbat Services fill our ruach (spirit)
through the power of musical prayer. With special musical guests and themes,
these Services will make you move and groove!

July 30 | “Summer Lovin”
Summer’ Lovin- had me a blast! Oh, those summer nights are memorable! Filled with family, friends
and fun, we’ll bring back all those wonderful memories and sing the songs that filled our summers with
unforgettable love and perfection!

August 27 | “Divine Love”
“To love another person is to see the face of God” - Les Miserables. Have you experienced God through
love? Can music bring you closer to The Divine? This One Voice Shabbat provides the foundation for loving
God, one another and ourselves, all at the same time.

October 29 | “Love in the Time of Autumn”
The leaves are changing - the High Holy Days have passed and, if you’ll notice, there are no Jewish Holidays
this month! So, we’ll celebrate love with the tunes that warm our hearts, even with a crisp in the air!

November 26 | “A People of Loving Kindness”
The world stands on Torah, Worship and Acts of Loving Kindness. This month’s One Voice Shabbat is sure to
capture the love our people have shown to God and one another over the centuries.

January 28 | “Dodi Li: I am My Beloved”
Admit it...you cry during weddings, just like we do! Jewish wedding liturgy is so beautiful and we’ll share
with you some of the greatest melodies that make that moment under the Chuppah truly holy.

February 25 | “Love, Actually, is All Around”
Did you know that if you really look for it, Love Actually, is, all around. Think of the way you look at
another person or the reunions at the airport? Everywhere you look, there’s love and a hand to hold on
to (50 points to anyone that gets that reference!). This One Voice Shabbat will be the hand you’ve always
been looking for.

10

Jewish Musician Elana Arian is back at SHM, this time in person! Join us for a very special One Voice
Shabbat as our Artist in Residence for the weekend inspires us with her wisdom and song.

April 29 | “A Good Ol’ Fashioned Love Story”
Do you have a beautiful love story to tell? Was it at camp or at school? A blind date or the moment you
laid eyes on one another? Hear the songs that tell the entire story!

May 27 | “I’ll Be There For You”
You’re singing the “Friends” theme song, aren’t you? Perhaps Bon Jovi? Either way, you’ll sing your way
through this One Voice Shabbat! Part of loving is knowing those you love will always be there for you.
During this wonderful One Voice Shabbat, we’ll be there for each other!

June 24 | “The Power of Love”
Yes, love is powerful! We’ll close off our “Love.” theme for the year with the best love songs in the world!

Shabbat Edition

Saturdays at 9:00 am (Back In-Person!)

Join us on Saturday mornings for thoughtful study, meaningful discussions, joyful song,
and a caring, supportive community. We begin each morning with study, searching
the Torah and our Jewish texts for meaning in our modern lives. We join together with
prayer and music, celebrating Shabbat with spirit and reflection. Then we conclude
with time to be together in community, with a light nosh (snack) and conversation.
For now eating will take place outside, but we are excited to be back in-person!

SHABBAT SERVICES

March 25 | Artist in Residence: Elana Arian

9:00 am - Torah Study
9:45 am - Prayer
10:30 am - Brunch
Save the date for these special
Shabbat Edition sessions hosted by:
SHeMesh - January 15, 2022
NaSHiM - February 12, 2022
Brotherhood - April 9, 2022
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SHIREINU PROJECT

Shireinu Project is back and better than ever! With concerts, song sessions
and learning opportunities, this year we are reaching for the stars! In addition
to Rabbi Zive, our Shireinu Project musical faculty include Alexis Rubell, Eddie
Stephens & Gary Gould.

Four Seasons Concerts
FREE for ages 18 and under

No, Frankie Valli isn’t joining us! Neither will Vivaldi! Every season brings us a new
concert event featuring Rabbi Zive and the One Voice Band! These concerts will
have a little bit of everything and are a great opportunity to raise some funds for
the Shireinu Project.
$18 for General Admission
$100/couple for Preferred Seating & Parking

Fall Concert: Sunday, October 3 at 5:30 pm
Winter Concert: Sunday, February 6 at 5:30 pm
Spring Concert: Sunday, May 1 at 5:30 pm
Summer Concert: Sunday, June 12 at 5:30 pm
12

Saturday, November 6 at 5:30 pm

R-E-S-P-E-C-T...find out what it means to me!
Yes, our “SHM Does” Concert Series continues
this year with SHM Does Motown!
With so many incredible artists like The Temptations, Stevie Wonder and
Aretha Franklin (just to name a few!), you won’t want to miss this incredible
Motown experience!
Plus, “SHM Does Motown” is the perfect way to help raise funds to keep our
Shireinu Project programming strong and vibrant!
$25/adults
Ages 18 and under FREE
“I’ll Be There” VIP Package: $300 for 2 adults (kids included)
- SHM Does Motown Pre-Concert Reception and Experience
- Premium Seating, Reserved Parking and 2 “SHM Does Motown” T-shirts

Shireinu Project Virtual Productions

Over the course of the past year, the Shireinu Project has released dozens of
amazing virtual productions with the One Voice Band, our Shireinu Project Faculty
and our very own talented SHM members!
We plan to continue these amazing productions over the course of the academic
year!

SHIREINU PROJECT

SHM Does Motown

No matter your skill level, these productions are for you! Stay tuned for all the
wonderful productions and to see your smiling face on screen!
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SHIREINU PROJECT

Sunday Song Sessions

LIVE on Select Sundays at 4:00 pm on SHM’s Facebook Page
Replayed on Shireinu Project’s YouTube Channel Wednesdays at 5 pm
It’s the perfect way to end the weekend - with our toes tapping and songs on
our lips!
Rabbi Zive, Eddie Stephens, Alexis Rubell and other popular Jewish musical guests
from around the world create these hour-long live sessions filled with intriguing
themes of Jewish and secular music - and this year, it’s all about LOVE!

July 25 | Love Me Tender: Love Songs of the 50s
Music of the 50’s wasn’t only Elvis, but he’s a great start! We’ll sing many of the classics and “doo-wop”
our way into your hearts!

August 8 | This Magic Moment: Love Songs of the 60s
Who can forget that magic moment where you fell in love with your B’sheret (soulmate)? Even if you’re
not “Squints and Wendy Peppercorn” (The Sandlot reference, anyone?), let’s sing those sweet sounds
of love that are unique to the 60s!

September 19 | Always and Forever: Love Songs of the 70s
From Motown to Disco, you can sing about love. It just may sound a little different! We’ll sing the wide
variety of 70s genres but still make you fall in love with the tunes!

October 17 | You’re The Inspiration: Love Songs of the 80s
Synths and Keyboards, wild hair and heavy metal are the perfect way to spend your Sunday! From Bon
Jovi to New Kids on the Block, you’ll be transported back to the time where CDs were just becoming a
thing! You’ll LOVE it!

November 7 | SHM Does Motown Re-play
What a show! If you love Motown and missed our wonderful annual “SHM Does…” Concert, tune in
here. It is a fundraising concert for our program, so if you feel inclined, believe in our Shireinu Project
and are able, it’s not too late!

November 21 | More Than Words: Love Songs of the 90s and Today
Three decades...even more love to spread around! See the change and development during the past 30
years and be entertained while you’re at it!

December 5 | Ani l’Dodi v’Dodi Li: Jewish Love Songs
Jewish Tradition does love songs really well! From Fiddler on the Roof to Song of Songs, we’ll sing the
beautiful melodies that helped make our most lovable memories stay alive.

December 19 | Powerful Ballads
Who doesn’t love the person sitting with their guitar outside your window confessing their love to
you? Get it all during this SHM Sunday Song Session!

14

Happy 2022! We’ll celebrate the New Year with a lot of great music and hopeful wishes as we enter
the secular New Year!

January 16 | Our House: Family Love
“It’s a very, very, very fine house!”We love our family, and with that love comes fascinating relationships!
Let’s sing all the tunes that brings our family together.

February 20 | “A Post-Valentines Day Spectacular”
Valentines’ Day- the ultimate day of love! Well, this is right after Valentine’s Day...but it doesn’t mean
we still can’t sing about love. Let’s do it!

March 6 | That’s What Friends are For: Love and Friendship
What would we do without our friends?! We know we can always count on each other...because that’s
what friends are for! This Sunday Song Session honors all of our friends from near and far.

March 20 | You’re Still the One: The Best Female Ballads
Shania... Faith... Carly... Carole. You get the picture! We can’t wait to sing their songs and share their
take on beautiful love ballads in the way only these fantastic females can!

April 3 | As Long as You Love Me: Teenage Heartthrobs
Who doesn’t love N-SYNC or the Backstreet Boys? We’ll span from these modern Boy Bands to the
heartthrobs of the past... Johnny Mathis... Elvis... Paul McCartney, just to name a few!

April 17 | Am Yisrael Chai: Love for the People Israel
Who says you can’t love an entire people? Our people have endured throughout the years and “Am
Yisrael” doesn’t just mean the Land of Israel...it literally means “The People,” the beautiful ones that
keep our Jewish home alive and safe. Let’s sing these songs from the Hills of Jerusalem to the Beaches
of Tel Aviv.

SHIREINU PROJECT

January 2 | “SHM’s Rockin New Year’s Love Fest”

May 15 | Let’s Stay Together: An end of year Song Tribute
The year’s ending, but we’re not! Let’s close out the “year” with one final Song Session before we move
on to our 3rd full season of SHM Sunday Song Session (can you believe it?!).

Musician in Residence: Cantor Azi Schwartz
Sunday, October 10, 2021 - Free Community Wide Concert!
Cantor Azi Schwartz is a world-renowned vocal performer and
recording artist whose music reaches both Jewish and interfaith
audiences internationally. His craft of Jewish liturgical music has
been described as emotionally moving, spiritually uplifting, and
artistically dynamic. In 2018, Azi was featured in a PBS special
titled “The New York Cantors,” which brought cantorial music to
millions of viewers across the US and in Europe. Sponsored by
Jewish Federation of Orange County.
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SHIREINU PROJECT

Adult Music Experience
AME is back for 2021-2022!

Our programming will be hybrid (both virtual and in-person) this year with amazing
educational and musical opportunities for adults!

IF YOU ARE MUSICAL OR SIMPLY LOVE MUSIC,
ADULT MUSIC EXPERIENCE IS PERFECT FOR YOU!
AME sessions will take place on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday evenings of the
month, beginning at 6:30 pm.
We’ll continue our exploration into the history of Jewish music, experience the
music of famous Jewish & secular musicians, interact with some of the top Jewish
music educators in North America and plan a field trip or two!

October 13 | AME Kickoff - Re-imagining Jewish Music
October 27 | Songs from Sinai - Traditional Jewish Melodies
November 10 | Amy Robinson Katz and Cantor Jackie Rafii
December 8 | The Music of Neil Diamond
January 12 | Contemporary Jewish Hits
January 26 | Yiddish Music Survey
February 9 | Guest Lecturer - Lucas Richman (Music Director of the Bangor Symphony Orchestra)
February 23 | The Music of Barbra Streisand
March 9 | A Musical Journey Though TaNaKh
March 23 | The Music of Billy Joel
April 13 | Music of the Holocaust
AME Trips: “Wicked” at Segerstrom on February 9 & March 6

One Voice Shabbat

In Memory of Ann Browne
Last Friday of the month at 7:30 pm
16

This is the sound of One Voice! One Voice Shabbat Services fill our ruach (spirit)
through the power of musical prayer. With special musical guests and themes,
these Services will make you move and groove! The full One Voice Shabbat
schedule can be found on page 12.

Our Brand New Music Program Just for Ages 6-18!
Do you love to sing? Ever wanted to get even better while singing music you
already know? THIS IS FOR YOU!

Led by Shireinu Project Faculty Member Alexis Rubell, each YMS will bring
something a little bit different, from developing your vocal range to creating
sweet sounding harmonies!
The best part? Participants will earn the opportunity to sing with the One Voice
Band during our One Voice Shabbat Services! It doesn’t get better than this!
Youth Music Summits will take place on select Sundays 12:30-1:30 pm (snacks
will be provided).

SHM Jams

Select Thursdays at 6:30 pm

SHIREINU PROJECT

Youth Music Summits

Play an instrument? Novice or Pro? Come and Jam with SHM!
Just bring your amp (if you require one) and we’ll provide the rest. It’ll be a jam
Session like no other!
Thursday, July 15
Thursday, December 16
Thursday, May 19
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ADULT LEARNING

Chai Society

Chai Society is SHM’s lunch & learn community. We meet at noon on the third
Wednesday of the month for a delicious lunch, followed by a fascinating lecture
or presentation from our featured speaker. Join us for emeritus learning meant
to open our eyes to new perspectives, interesting ideas, and meaningful dialogue.
We are so glad that we can once more gather in person, and we will continue to
offer virtual ways to attend our Chai Society presentations for those that prefer.

October 20 | “IF IT WEREN’T FOR OPERA… I would not know a thing
about Akhnaten!” with Ray Busmann of the LA Opera (Part 1)
For our first Chai Society of the year, we are excited to welcome LA Opera’s community educator,
Ray Busmann, for a fantastic presentation about opera, history, and Ancient Egypt. Busmann will
present his talk “IF IT WEREN’T FOR OPERA… I would not know a thing about Akhnaten!”

November 17 | “Reminiscences of a Hidden Child” 			
with Paul Schwarzbart
During World War II, Paul Schwarzbart lived a life of secrecy. In the spring of 1943, young
Schwarzbart was hidden by the Jewish underground at a Catholic boys’ school near Luxembourg.
There, for two years he assumed the role of a Belgian Catholic, becoming a model student there
and even an altar boy and all the while, he suffered from the agony and uncertainty of not knowing
his parents’ whereabouts. Chai Society welcomes Paul Schwarzbart to speak about his experiences
as a Jewish child hiding during the Holocaust and his book, Breaking the Silence: Reminiscences of
a Hidden Child, about the same topic.

December 15 | “Art & Artists in California” Jean Stern
Back by popular demand! Jean Stern, Director Emeritus of the Irvine Museum, will join Chai
Society for another engaging presentation about the art and artists that have grown and
developed in Southern California.

March 16 | Ray Busmann of the LA Opera (Part 2)
Ray Busmann is back with another installment of his wonderful opera education program. This
time we’re exploring the interplay between race and 18th century French classical music with “IF IT
WEREN’T FOR OPERA... I would not know a thing about JOSEPH BOLOGNE, the Chevalier de SAINTGEORGES!”

May 18 | Pacific Marine Mammal Center
Chai Society welcomes the Pacific Marine Mammal Center for a special conversation about the
rescue and rehabilitation of injured marine mammals. Join us to learn how we can be strong
stewards of the earth and help support the animals with whom we share our beautiful Orange
County beaches.

Save the Dates for all our
Chai Society Events:
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October 20, 2021		
November 17, 2021		
December 15, 2021		
January 19, 2022		
February 16, 2022

March 16, 2022
April 20, 2022
May 18, 2022
June 15, 2022

Select Dates at 7:00 pm

Please join Rabbi Steinberg as we converse, learn and grow with each other
as a religious community. Each of us has a narrative for our life given our
particular set of circumstances and life events.
Drawing meaning, insight and wisdom from our life’s chronicles can help us lift
one another up and inspire us to new understandings. Using our Jewish lens to
focus in on each issue will bring us all closer to one another and to our faith.

August 18 | My Kids are Getting Older – What does that mean for me? 		
(at Temple)
November 17 | LGBTQ and My Family (at Temple)
February 16 | Balance – How to Raise My Kids and Care for My Parents at the
Same Time (at the home of Rabbi Steinberg)

ADULT LEARNING

Coffee, Convo and Community

May 25 | Finding Meaning, Peace and Connection and Being Single at the Same
Time (at the home of Debra Goldman)
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ADULT LEARNING

Adult Learning

Second & Fourth Sunday of the Month (During Religious School) - 10:30 AM

Expand your mind and deepen your connection to your Judaism. Our Adult Learning
programs offer our learners opportunities to engage with our tradition and texts in order
to learn more about themselves, their relationships, their community, and their world.

Parenting (or Grandparenting) with Love Through a Jewish Lens
September 26 | Please join Rabbi Steinberg as he interweaves the wisdom of Judaism, the application
of psychology, and the skills of positive parenting techniques to help our children grow to their potential.

Burning Questions - Deep Answers 1
Who actually makes Judaism’s decisions? What goes into making the decision itself? Walk through the
process with Rabbi Zive as we find the answers to Reform Judaism’s most burning questions!
October 10 | Part 1: Freedom of Choice (Reproductive Rights)
October 24 | Part 2: Addiction (Gambling and Substance Abuse)

Learning to Love the Jewish Bible
We LOVE the Torah! But that’s only a small part of the Jewish Bible. Let’s discover the characters and
writings that make up the rest of our ancient texts.
November 14 | Part 1: The World of the Prophets - Learn about the stories, the people and the
teachings that make up our Haftarah readings every Shabbat.
December 12 | Part 2: The Writings and Wisdom of the Ancients - Explore the poetry, the love
songs, the ethical teachings, and the heroes that make up the final section of the Bible known as
“Writings.”

The Love Workshop
Join Rabbi Steinberg as he takes the Golden Rule of “Love thy neighbor as thyself, I am the Lord” and
dissects it into a three part series.
January 9 | Part 1: Learning to Love and Appreciate Yourself
January 23 | Part 2: Learning How to Channel Self-love into the Love of Others
February 13 | Part 3: Combining the Love of Self and Others is the Best Way to Love God

Learning To Love Talmud
The Talmud is one of the most influential texts of Judaism, but it’s not always so easy to understand
or follow. Join Rabbi DePaolo as we dive into this world of debate and dialogue that has shaped the
Jewish people and Jewish thought for millenia. Learn to Love Talmud with all its contrasts, its complex
characters, and it’s complicated plots and foibles!
February 27 | Part 1
March 27 | Part 2

Burning Questions- Deep Answers 2
Who actually makes Judaism’s decisions? What goes into making the decision itself? Walk through the
process with Rabbi Zive as we find the answers to Reform Judaism’s most burning questions!
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April 24 | Part 1: Our responsibility to the Unaffiliated (Synagogue Membership)
May 8 | Part 2: Sex and the Ketubah (Marriage and Sexuality)

COMMUNITY

Musician in Residence: Cantor Azi Schwartz
Sunday, October 10, 2021 - Free Community Wide Concert!
Cantor Azi Schwartz is a world-renowned vocal performer and recording artist whose
music reaches both Jewish and interfaith audiences internationally. His craft of Jewish
liturgical music has been described as emotionally moving, spiritually uplifting, and
artistically dynamic. Passionate to bring Jewish liturgy to the broader world, Azi has
performed at Carnegie Hall, the United Nations, Madison Square Garden, the US
Capitol Rotunda, and the Israeli Knesset. In 2018, Azi was featured in a PBS special
titled “The New York Cantors,” which brought cantorial music to millions of viewers
across the US and in Europe. Sponsored by Jewish Federation of Orange County.
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COMMUNITY

NaSHiM

SHM WOMEN’S GROUP
Nashim means “Women” in Hebrew, and NaSHiM is our SHM sisterhood fostering community for the women and female-identified members of Shir HaMa’alot. Through our various programs, we empower women to explore their
Judaism, their families, their communities, their world, and themselves. NaSHiM
aims to build strong and lasting relationships amongst its members, connecting
women across a diversity of experiences.
We hope you will join us for many or all of this year’s exciting programs!

August 22 | Kick-Off a New Year with Self-Care and NaSHiM
This past year was a tough one for so many of us! Let’s kick-off the new year with a light brunch, as we
focus on caring for our NaSHiM community and ourselves.

October 2 | Exploring Nature with NaSHiM
Join NaSHiM for a light hike and walk in nature, followed by an outdoor picnic with light snacks and
havdalah in the wonder of the world outside.

November 14 | Sunday in the Art Studio with NaSHiM
Get your creative juices flowing! We’ll be making a beautiful piece of Judaica that you can show proudly in
your homes.

December 2 | Chanukah Happenings with NaSHiM
For NaSHiM Members Only, our Chanukah party is a night not-to-be-missed. We will fill the night with
games, songs, snacks, the light of our Chanukah candles and our NaSHiM community.

December 5 | Latkepalooza with the Brotherhood
Fun for the whole family! Celebrate Chanukah with your SHM family with games, prizes, and treats.

January 13 | NaSHiM’s Tu B’shevat Seder
Celebrate the birthday of the trees with our intergenerational Tu B’shevat Seder, exploring this spiritual
holiday through the lens of women’s health and life choices.

February 12 | NaSHiM @ Shabbat Edition
Come one, come all for a joyous Shabbat Edition morning, led by our NaSHiM sisterhood and any women
or female identified individuals, who wish to participate. With Torah study, prayer, and nosh - this Shabbat
Edition will fill your minds, your souls, and hearts with nourishment.

March 5 | Family Hamantaschen Baking
All ages are welcome for this fun-filled family-focused afternoon. We’ll get a little messy, make a tasty
treat, and end the day delighting our senses with the sights, sounds, and smells of Havdalah.

March 24 | The Band’s Visit at Segerstrom
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Let’s go to the theater! The critically acclaimed smash-hit Broadway musical, The Band’s Visit, is the winner
of 10 Tony Awards, including Best Musical. In this joyously offbeat story, set in an Israeli town that’s way off
the beaten path, a band of musicians arrive lost, out of the blue. Under the spell of the desert sky, and with
beautiful music perfuming the air, the band brings the town to life in unexpected and tantalizing ways.

EL CAPITAN CANYON IN SANTA BARBARA, CA
FRIDAY, APRIL 29 - SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2022
The Women’s Retreat is back LIVE and IN-PERSON! Join your friends from NaSHiM
as we journey to the beautiful El Capitan Canyon campgrounds for a weekend of
community and self-exploration.
Mark your calendars now, and be on the lookout for registration details this fall! You
do not want to miss this meaningful experience, full of songs, study, silliness, and
sisterhood.

COMMUNITY

Women’s Retreat

April 10 | Women’s Seder
Celebrate the Festival of Freedom with our annual Women’s Seder. With songs and prayers, with dancing
and laughing, with food and drink, we will explore the rituals of Passover through the lens of our
experiences as daughters, as sisters, as mothers, as partners, as women and female-identified people.

May 24 | NaSHiM Membership Meeting
Our Annual NaSHiM Membership Meeting will be a fun night filled with games and maybe we’ll finally get
to eat that fondue in person!

June 18 | Havdalah Potluck
To close out the year, we’ll gather together for a potluck and Havdalah. We’ll feed our souls and our
stomachs as we reflect on the wonderful year that it has been and look towards the future.

Monthly Sunday Morning Walks
A New Initiative from NaSHiM | First Sunday of the Month
at 10:15 am
Start your Sunday mornings off right with a walk around town with new and old
friends. Anyone interested can meet at the Temple at 10:15 am on the first Sunday of the
month, when there is Religious School, for a little exercise and fun. No need to register
in advance - just show up! Contact Jennifer Silvers for more information.
November 7, 2021

March 6, 2022

December 5, 2021

April 3, 2022

February 6, 2022

May 1, 2022
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COMMUNITY

Brotherhood
SHM MEN’S GROUP

The SHM Brotherhood connects the men of Shir Ha-Ma’alot by promoting
Jewish values, meaningful service, and strong lasting friendships. We support our
congregation and act as positive role models to all members of our community.
MEMBERSHIP IS ONLY $36/YEAR!

July 31 | Hold’em Tournament
You gotta know when to “Hold ‘em,” know when to “Fold em’!” Brotherhood is hosting an evening full of
cards, good food and lots of laughs!

August 6 | Beach Shabbat Service (Sponsored by Brotherhood)
Our Beach Shabbat is always a hit! Come enjoy a night of prayer, s’mores and fun with friends and family...
all with the perfect view!

August 22 | Welcome Back Potluck and Kickball Game
Who doesn’t love a great game of Kickball?! Bring your own food, spend a day in the sun with the Brotherhood and
enjoy the game together!

September 11 | Sukkah Build and Havdalah
An amazing tradition - the Brotherhood is back for their annual building of the Sukkah! Come lend a hand
and bring our Sukkah to life!

September 26 | Sukkah Removal
All good things must come to an end...even Sukkot! We put it up, now we take it down!

December 5 | Latkepalooza
Co-sponsored with NaSHiM, we are hosting this fantastic event after an amazing first year success. Come
for live entertainment, fun games and awesome prizes, perfect for the entire family!

January 28 | Chardonnay Shabbat
Open to the entire SHM Community! Enjoy a nice glass of wine and appetizers during our “This is SHM!”
Gala Weekend and One Voice Shabbat!

January 9 | Golf Tournament
Get your clubs ready, the course is waiting! Stay tuned for more information about our First Annual
Brotherhood Golf Tournament!

February (Date TBD) | Hold’em Tournament
It’s Texas Hold’em, Round 2! Will you fare better this time?

March 20 | March Madness Event
A Brotherhood Members-Only event: watch some basketball, compare brackets and enjoy dinner and
drinks during March Madness. Will your team be the next Cinderella?

April 9 | Brotherhood @ Shabbat Edition
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Join the Brotherhood as they lead a meaningful Shabbat Edition experience with Rabbi Zive and Rabbi
DePaolo!

Batter up! Step into the box and enjoy a game at Anteater Field as we cheer on the always-awesome UCI baseball
team!

May 12 | Bible, Beers and Brotherhood
If you loved the first Bible, Beers and Brotherhood, this second edition will be even better! Join us!

June 24 | Chardonnay Shabbat
Enjoy a night in our beautiful SHM Gallery, a bottle of white (or red, your choice)...perhaps a bottle of rose instead?

Men’s Retreat

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12 - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14
Our biannual Brotherhood Retreat is BACK! Stay tuned for more info as we plan an
incredible weekend of fun, conversation and bonding!

COMMUNITY

April (Date TBD) | UCI Baseball Game

Men’s Spirituality
Select Tuesdays at 7:00 pm

Men’s Spirituality is a space to discuss universal problems that all men face.
Led by Rabbi Steinberg and Rabbi Zive, these monthly discussions are an
opportunity for members to ask Rabbis questions and guidance in a supportive
environment.

Men’s Spirituality Schedule
August 17
September 21
October 19
November 16
December 21
January 18

February 15
March 15
April 19
May 17
June 21

Chesed

Our Chesed Committee is the soul of our Congregation. This committee focuses on the needs
of our Congregants in times of joy and difficulty. When a baby is born, Chesed responds.
When a loved one dies, Chesed is there. When one needs a ride to services, Chesed is
there. If you would like to volunteer with this special group of people contact the Committee
Chairs, Jamie Evans at jamiesevans@gmail.com or Linda Coss at linda@lindacoss.com.
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COMMUNITY
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Rabbi Steinberg Leads Temple Trip to Morocco

Small Social Groups at SHM

Chavurah, Hebrew for “friendship group,” enables members of our Congregation
to get acquainted with one another in smaller, more intimate groups based upon
compatible needs and interests. Consisting of 7-8 households, these groups meet
regularly for socializing and planning religious, educational, or cultural activities.
Specialty Chavurot include Hiking, Single Professional Women, and Single Men.
Contact Laura Van de Merghel at laura@kuci.org for more information.

Chavurah Council Meeting

COMMUNITY

Join a Chavurah!

September 15 at 7:00 pm

All Chavurot Coodinators will meet as a collective group to discuss issues and
key factors for a successful chavurah.

Chavurah Blessing
January 21 at 7:30 pm

Join us for a special Shabbat service to offer a blessing to our diverse Chavurot.

New Member Discussions
Select Sundays at 10:45 am

When you choose to join SHM, you become part of our sacred community. We
look forward to getting to know you, having you get to know other new members,
and hear one another’s stories. We hope to see you there!

September 19
October 17
December 12
April 17
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SOCIAL ACTION

SHeMesh

The Shir Ha-Ma’alot Tikkun Olam Committee
Shemesh means “sun” in Hebrew, and SHeMesh is the Tikkun Olam (healing the
world) committee for Shir Ha-Ma’alot.
As a Jewish community we keenly feel the brokenness of the world and believe that
we are God’s partner in participating in making it more whole. We intentionally
and thoughtfully engage with our Jewish values, texts, and traditions to guide our
ongoing work to care for the earth and our neighbors. Like a sun, SHeMesh has
rays of light illuminating the darkest corners of our community.
We hope you will join us for many or all of this year’s meaningful programs and
help make the world more complete.

Holocaust Survivor Programs
Please stay tuned for upcoming dates and times!

Shir Ha-Ma’alot has always been committed to supporting the Holocaust
Survivors living in Orange County, and the pandemic has been particularly difficult
for them. They have been isolated and separated from the world. Join us for a
new opportunity to bring light to a Survivor living in our community. You can be
matched with a Holocaust Survivor and make sure they stay connected to their
community.
If you are interested in volunteering on a regular basis with our Holocaust
Survivors program, please contact Cherie Creager at cheriecreager@gmail.com
to learn more and start this important work!

Refugee Shabbat
Friday, March 11, 2022

Join SHeMesh and the Shir Ha-Ma’alot community for a special Shabbat focused
on the Israelite People’s refugee story, and the modern refugee story in our
world. We will hear from a panel of experts to discuss this important and ongoing
topic, led by our own Julie Marzouk, a lawyer who specializes in refugees and
immigration.
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Book Clubs are a great way to make new friends with similar interests, as well as
broadening our understanding about the world.

Book Club (Daytime)

Select Thursdays at 10:00 am and 12:30 pm
Our morning and early afternoon book clubs, led by member Lois Goren, are a
great place to read interesting books and engage in discussions to dive deeper
into the material.

BOOK CLUB SCHEDULE
September 2
October 7
November 4
December 2
January 6
February 3
March 3
April 7
May 5

SOCIAL ACTION

Book Clubs

“Listening and Learning” Book Club
Third Thursday of the Month at 7:00 pm

Led by our very own Anna Worrell, this virtual book club is designed to provide
broadened understanding of various cultures, experiences, and historical
context through reading sources of fiction and nonfiction. This group fosters
thoughtful and respectful discussion of diverse points of view in a space
focused on community understanding and cohesion.
BOOK CLUB SCHEDULE
July 15		

January 20

August 19

February 17

October 21

March 17

November 18 May 19
December 16 June 16
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Jessica Herron Caring & Sharing Program
Making a Difference in our Local Community to Those in Need Since 1992!

This program is dedicated to the memory of Jessica Herron, daughter of Dana
Klein and Jay Herron, who was tragically killed at the age of 19 in a car accident.
Jessica, even at this young age, had a lifelong history of actively caring about
the needs of others. Barbara and Rabbi Bernie King z”l renamed SHM’s Adopt a
Family program to honor Jessica’s participation in the Adopt a Family program
and her love for helping others. In 2020, the program assisted more than 100
local families and hopes to exceed that goal this year.

JOIN US FOR OUR FOOD AND GIFT DRIVES EVERY YEAR!
Thanksgiving Drive
November 14, 2021
Chanukah Drive
November 14, 2021
Christmas Drive
December 12, 2021
Passover Drive
April 10, 2022
For more information please contact Dana Klein at nevatolate@aol.com. More details will follow
in the online Ma’alot as we get closer to the date of these events.
In addition to our four major drives the program helps families who struggle all year long.
We gratefully welcome monetary donations, gift cards, new and gently used household
items, clothes, blankets and sleeping bags. For year-long giving, please contact Barbara
King at frombking@cox.net.
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A 4-Part Series with Rabbi Steinberg & Orange County Officials

As Jews we know it is our obligation to engage with the world outside our
synagogue walls. The Civic Engagement Series will highlight the workings of the
Orange County Government, in relation to state and local jurisdictions. With
expert panels moderated by Rabbi Steinberg, this 4-part series will explore the
role that the Orange County Government agencies play in our lives. Our goal is
to educate and motivate our community. Come learn with us and become more
civically engaged Orange County Jews.

Panel 1 - County Board of Supervisors | Thursday, October 28, 7:00 - 8:30 pm
Who are the OC Board of Supervisors, what exactly do they do, and why should we care?
The OC Board of Supervisors, with its five supervisor members, is the executive branch of
government for the county. In that capacity, it makes decisions, both directly and indirectly
that have considerable impact on our community and our daily lives. Come and learn from a
panel of speakers about the County Board of Supervisor.

SOCIAL ACTION

Civic Engagement Series

Panel 2 - County Board of Education | Thursday, November 4, 7:00 - 8:30 pm
Do you know the role of the Orange County Board of Education? How does it differ from our
local school boards? What policies does it set for Orange County and what programs does it
provide? How about the Community College District boards? Come learn the lay of the land
of educational boards in Orange County. Walk away with an understanding of the impact that
the County Board of Education has on the students in Orange County.

Panel 3 - County Law Enforcement | Thursday, February 10, 7:00 - 8:30 pm
Why does the Orange County Sheriff also serve as the County Coroner? And why would we
vote for the Coroner? Or the Sheriff? What criteria can we use in deciding what we are looking
for in a Sheriff? What are the possibilities for volunteering with the Sheriff’s Department?
Come learn some answers to these questions.

Panel 4 - Judicial | Thursday, February 24, 7:00 - 8:30 pm
Did you know that Orange County has the third largest court system in California and the
fourth largest in the nation? Are you aware of the important role and tremendous impact it
has on our community? This session will educate us on the various branches of the Orange
County judicial system and the roles of the courts. Come and learn from a panel of speakers
about the process of the election of judges and how we can become better informed, as well
as how we can get involved in the judicial process here in Orange County.
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Sharing Healthy Meals

Nourishing the bodies and souls of our neighbors experiencing food insecurity
Sharing Healthy Meals responds to food insecurity throughout Orange County.
Did you know that approximately one in four Californians do not know where
their next meal will come from? At UCI alone, 45% of students experience food
insecurity. Join us for our mitzvah opportunities throughout the year, with our
various partners all over the area, we support veterans, college students, and
families in the hopes that someday no one in our world will go hungry.

Save These Dates!
Thursday, September 16, 2021 - Yom Kippur Food Drive
Sunday, October 31, 2021 - Fall Mitzvah Opportunity, Supporting
Our Veterans
Sunday, March 13, 2022 - Purim Mitzvah Opportunity, Matanot
La’Evyonim - Gifts for those in need
Sunday, May 15, 2022 - Spring Mitzvah Opportunity

Reading Partners

Change Lives Through the Power of Literacy
You can help a young child in our Orange County schools learn to love the written
word! Reading Partners believes that all children deserve the opportunity to
succeed. Volunteers with Reading Partners visit with an Orange County classroom
on a regular basis to read with students kindergarten-third grade. Helping a child
to learn to read can truly change their lives!
If you would like to learn more about volunteering with Reading Partners, please
contact Rabbi Sarah DePaolo at sdepaolo@shmtemple.org.
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First Tuesday of the Month at 7:30 pm

Charged with the oversight of the Temple’s affairs, the elected members of the Board of Trustees
meet monthly. Meetings are open to Congregants who wish to attend.

August 3			
September 9 (Thursday)
October 5			
November 2 			
December 7			
January 4 (Thursday)

February 1
March 1
April 5
May 3
June 7

Education Committee Meetings
Third Thursday of the Month at 6:30 pm

Composed of members of the Congregation with a special interest or expertise in education,
this group meets regularly to create and implement the vision for our Religious School.

August 19			
October 21			
November 18 		
December 16		
January 20			

February 17
March 17
April 21
May 19
June 16

Annual Chavurah Meeting
Tuesday, September 14 at 7:00 pm

Once a year, representatives from each Chavurah come together to discuss the prior
year, member interests, new group development and more!

TEMPLE MEETINGS

Board of Trustees Meetings

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, May 15 at 10:00 am

Your voice matters! Each year a new slate of Executive Committee and Board of Trustees
nominees are voted on at this meeting. The Congregation’s finances are discussed and
budget presented for approval. This meeting is open to all Congregants.
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HOLIDAYS

High Holy Days 5782
Services this year

To ensure the health and safety of our members at SHM, this year we will be inperson and streaming High Holy Days Services! Members will receive an email
with links to reserve seats. Non-members will also have the opportunity to
purchase tickets for High Holy Days.

S’lichot

Kol Nidre

9:00 pm, Dessert Reception
9:30 pm, S’lichot Service

5:30 pm, Early Service
8:15 pm Late Service

Saturday, August 28

Wednesday, September 15

Erev Rosh Hashanah

Yom Kippur

5:30 pm, Early Service
8:15 pm Late Service

8:30 am, Family Service
11:00 am, Morning Service
2:00 pm, Text Study
2:45 pm, Ask the Rabbi
4:00 pm, Special Lecture
4:45 pm, Torah Reading of Kedoshim,
Yizkor & Neilah Services, Break-the-Fast

Monday, September 6

Rosh Hashanah

Tuesday, September 7

8:30 am, Family Service
11:00 am, Morning Service
4:00 pm, Tashlikh at Corona Del
Mar Beach

Thursday, September 16

Holidays
September 24 at 6:00 pm | Family Sukkot Service
This wonderful holiday is an opportunity to share in the beauty of fall, remember the trek of the
Ancient Israelites, and celebrate the fall harvest time.

September 25 at 5:30-7:30 pm | “Sippin in the Sukkah”
Such a beautiful Sukkah deserves to be utilized to the fullest! Join us for a laid back evening as we sip
on drinks and enjoy good company under the Sukkah. $50 per person, which includes top notch heavy
appetizers, delicious beverages, great music and FREE BABYSITTING AT TEMPLE!

September 28 at 10:30 am | Sukkot Yizkor Service
This Yizkor Service will be held in collaboration with Congregation B’nai Tzedek and Temple Bat
Yahm. More details will follow as we get closer to this event.

October 3 at 10:30 am | Simchat Torah & Kindergarten Consecration
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Each year we read the Torah in its entirety. Please join us this year as we read the last lines
of Deuteronomy and the first lines of Genesis. We also celebrate the learning of Torah by
consecrating the newest students to our Temple. Each student will be given his or her own Torah,
and will receive a special individual blessing with the Rabbi.

Chanukah—the holiday of light—is a time to join with friends and family as our sanctuary
is illuminated with the brightness of the Chanukah menorahs and the sparkle of smiles. This
service will include music from our One Voice Shabbat Band.

March 13 at 10:00 am | Purim Shpiel & Carnival
Join the entire Congregation for a lively celebration of Purim with food, fun, and laughter.
The joy of Judaism will come alive with song, dance, laughter, costumes, and light-hearted
prayer.

April 10 at 4:00 pm | Passover Women’s Seder
Bring your mothers, daughters, sisters and friends and consider inviting women of other faiths
to join you! Before you prepare for Passover, take a break to celebrate the festival of freedom
with other women and Rabbi Sarah DePaolo. You’ll make new memories while we recall the
past during our catered multi-generation Passover Seder. Guests are welcome.

HOLIDAYS

December 3 at 6:30 pm | Chanukah Service

April 22 at 10:30 am | Passover Yizkor Service
This Yizkor Service will be held in collaboration with Congregation B’nai Tzedek and Temple
Bat Yahm. More details will follow as we get closer to this event.

April 27 at 10:30 am | Yom HaShoah
Join us on Holocaust Remembrance Day for a YomHaShoah Memorial Service, with 8th
grade student participation.

May 1 at 10:30 am | Yom Ha’Atzmaut Israel Celebration
Join our Religious School students and Congregants as we celebrate Israel’s birthday! Enjoy
traditional homemade Israeli food, Israeli songs, dances and more!

June 4 at 7:00 pm | Shavuot Dessert and Study
The holiday of Shavuot celebrates the giving of the Torah at Mt. Sinai. Traditionally we
celebrate Shavuot with study of our Jewish texts and cheesecake! Join us for a dessert and
study session to bring in Shavuot.

June 5 at 10:30 am | Shavuot Yizkor Service
This Yizkor Service will be held in collaboration with Congregation B’nai Tzedek and Temple
Bat Yahm. More details will follow as we get closer to this event.
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Religious School

First Day of School is September 12!
Here at Shir Ha-Ma’alot, we believe that it is cool to be Jewish, whether you are virtually
meeting or in-person! At the current moment, we will be offering all classes in person with
one Hebrew option online. The current SHM safety protocols allow for our students to be
inside and out, wearing masks and practicing social distancing. However, these protocols
are subject to change. Our programs offer our students opportunities to make meaningful
connections, virtually and in-person, with those in their kitah (class) and with those in
their age-appropriate youth groups. We are excited to make this Religious School year full
of limmud (learning), laughter and ruach (spirit)!

Early Childhood Programs

Tiny Tots, Torah Time for Tots, Pre-K & Kindergarten
Tiny Tots (Ages 1-2)
Torah Time for Tots (Ages 2-3)
Tiny Tots and Torah Time for Tots are introductory “parent and me” experiential
programs for toddlers, ages one to three, and their parents. Through play, music, art
and more, our families will begin to form long-lasting friendships that will perpetuate
throughout your child’s Jewish education. In these programs, families will learn the
basic symbols, traditions and rituals associated with the Jewish holidays.

Yeladim (Pre-K)
Our students in Yeladim (little children) will begin their discovery of what it means
to be a part of Shir Ha-Ma’alot by learning about the “Four M’s;” the pillars of our
community. During this year of religious school, Yeladim learn about Memories, how
to be a Mentsch (a good person), doing Mitzvot (good deeds) and Making Meaning
out of their young lives.

Gan (Kindergarten)
Our Gan students will begin to understand what it means to be Jewish today through
gaining a deeper connection to our traditions and the holidays. Our Kindergarteners,
along with you, will celebrate the beginning of their formal Jewish education with a
Consecration service on Sunday morning, October 3, 2021.
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SHM is the best place to be on Sunday mornings!

Kitah Alef (1st Grade)
In Kitah Alef, our students find their place in the chain of Jewish tradition by exploring
the Torah stories from creation to our prophets.

Kitah Bet (2nd Grade)
Kitah Bet students begin to learn the different life cycle events that are part of
living a Jewish life, from birth to death and all in between, as discussed in an ageappropriate way to our 2nd graders.

Kitah Gimel (3rd Grade)
In Kitah Gimel, our students begin to learn about our people’s love for Israel while
exploring their own connection to Israel & their Jewish identity. This culminates with
our 3rd Grade leading our Yom Ha’Atzmaut celebration (Israel’s Independence Day).

Kitah Dalet (4th Grade)
Not only do our Kitah Dalet students explore the Jewish stories and ancestors of our
past, they also begin to make personal connections between our Jewish traditions
and becoming mentsches in their own right.

Kitah Hey (5th Grade)
By Kitah Hey, the students are ready to explore what our ancient prophets taught
us about making the world a more just place. Our students will dive into those
lessons and use them to become Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) warriors.

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Sunday School Classes Grades

Kitah Vav (6th Grade)
In Kitah Vav, students investigate the different traditions that surround the many
life cycle events in Judaism. In addition, they will learn about heroes in our Jewish
tradition and consider what lessons they can take from these role models.

Kitah Zayin (7th Grade)
Our Kitah Zayin students continue their learning on Sundays of what it means to
become an adult in the Jewish community. During this transformative year, students
will participate in Action Days, where they do Mitzvot for our community. On the
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month, our Kitah Zayin students join our Chai School
program, exploring their Jewish identities and participating in chuggim (fun and
engaging electives geared specifically for our teens).
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
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Judaica

Sundays from 10:00 am - 12:15 pm
We make Judaism come alive! During class time, our students in Yeladim to Kitah
Zayin will explore different themes using interactive games, discussions, hands-on
projects and more. Judaica class time will be enhanced each week with an opportunity
to participate in one of our Judaica Enrichments: Hebrew through Movement, Israeli
Dancing and Music in T’filah (prayer).
In addition, Sundays will continue to be enriched by participation in our studentchosen chuggim (electives), each of which brings Jewish traditions to life through active
learning. Chuggim include: Omanut (Art), Bishul (Jewish cooking), Tikkun Olam (Social
Justice) and more! At the end of the morning, the entire school community will gather
for meaningful and participatory T’filah (prayer) service and/or Shira (music) session.

Grades 3-6

Our Kitah Gimel (3rd Grade) through Kitah Vav
(6th Grade) students will also be enrolled in one
of three Hebrew programs. Here at SHM, learning
Hebrew is not only about sounding out Hebrew
words, but also about the meaning behind the
prayers and being able to participate in services.

Monday Hebrew
4:30 - 6:00 pm

New This Year- Monday Online Hebrew! This option is great for those interested in
a very intimate online Hebrew experience, where the teachers can work very closely
with their students on their letters, blending and prayers.

Tuesday Hebrew
4:30 -6:00 pm

Students in our Tuesday Hebrew Chavurah program have Judaica on Sundays
and attend Hebrew on Tuesday afternoons. This twice-a-week program has a
lower student to teacher ratio and gives students twice as much exposure to the
prayers and melodies because they have T’filah on Tuesdays as well as Sundays.
It is important to note that students in the Tuesday program have 20-25% higher
prayer retention of their Hebrew prayers than Sunday Hebrew students.

Sunday Hebrew
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Hebrew

8:30 - 10:00 am

Our Sunday Hebrew program meets right before Judaica Sunday morning. While it can
make for a long Sunday morning, for busy families this might be the best way to make
sure students get to learn about and practice their prayers and blessings every week.

Individual Hebrew Instruction
Scheduled based upon your availability

If you need more flexibility in your schedule, then the Individualized Hebrew
Instruction is a learning option for your child(ren). Our staff will pair you up with an
SHM Hebrew teacher who will travel to your house once a week for a 45-minute
one-on-one lesson. If you are interested in this Hebrew program, you must fill out
a Hebrew Request form, so that we can best match you up with the appropriate
teacher to fit the needs of your child(ren).
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Chai School

Every 2nd & 4th Tuesday from 6:30 - 8:00 pm

Kitah Zayin (7th Grade)
B’nai Mitzvah is not the end of Jewish education! At SHM, we strive for every student
who becomes a Bar or Bat Mitzvah to continue through Confirmation (10th grade).
Our Kitah Zayin students join the Chai School program on Tuesday evenings, in order
to begin the transition into Jewish young adulthood. Students join with their role
models in Confirmation and post-Confirmation, as well as building deep friendships
with their Kitah Chet (8th Grade) friends when they attend JiFTY programming
throughout the year.

Kitah Chet (8th Grade)
In Kitah Chet, students will take a deeper look at the Holocaust with a curriculum
entitled, “Our History, Our Time.” Even though the Holocaust happened in Europe
in the mid-1900s, students will learn that the human dynamics that gave life to it
continue to exist today. They will learn our history to help ensure that we, as a Jewish
people, do our part to never allow it again. Our 8th graders will be helping lead a Yom
HaShoah (our Holocaust Memorial Day) program for the Religious School, which is
the day we remember those who were lost during the Holocaust, on April 27, 2022.

Kitah Tet (9th Grade)
Our Kitah Tet students study Israel. Beginning with the history of the Jewish state,
our students will build their own nuanced and thoughtful relationship with Israel.
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Taught by our rabbis, Confirmation is a transformative year as our students affirm
their commitment to the Jewish people. They will explore how the Ten Commandments
can be applied in their everyday lives, and how they can incorporate Judaism into
the adult decisions they are beginning to make. This class will provide a fun, safe,
challenging and exciting environment for our students to explore their Judaism.
Together the class will celebrate their accomplishments with a year-end Confirmation
service created and led by the students themselves. Mark your calendars now for
Confirmation 5782 on June 3rd, 2022.

Rappin’ with the Rabbi (11th & 12th Grade)
Keeping our post-Confirmation teens engaged and connected is one of the main
goals of our program. Having a place where our juniors and seniors feel comfortable
and connected to our synagogue is crucial for their continued Jewish lives. Join the
rabbi for a discussion of today’s issues. Come prepared to be engaged, challenged
and of course, have fun!

Family Connections

Parent-Child Engagement Opportunities!
At SHM, we love to engage the entire family in educational opportunities. As part of
our Religious School program, we plan family engagement program through Family
Camps and other meaningful grade level programming.

Family Camps
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Confirmation (10th Grade)

Family camps are a special day in which families join with their child(ren) and engage
in learning at temple. Through original and engaging programming, families will
explore Jewish ethics, celebrate Jewish holidays, study together, sing, dance, and so
much more!
Yeladim/Gan (Pre-K/Kinder): March 27, 2022
Kitah Alef (1st Grade): February 27, 2022
Kitah Bet (2nd Grade): October 24, 2021
Kitah Gimel (3rd Grade): May 1, 2022
Kitah Dalet (4th Grade): December 5, 2021
Kitah Hey (5th Grade): November 14, 2021
Kitah Vav (6th Grade): April 3, 2022
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Madrichim

Student Leadership at SHM
Students in grades 8-12 have the opportunity to give back to their community
by serving as a madrich/a, a guide or teacher’s assistant on Sunday mornings or
Tuesday afternoons. Madrichim are powerful role models for the younger students!
This program will enhance not only our teens’ Jewish knowledge, leadership capability
and identity, but will also enable them to make a difference in the lives of younger
children. Madrichim help our teachers create a learning environment that is engaging
and meaningful for all students.

Special Programs and Holidays

Mark Your Calendars!

Sukkot Family Shabbat Service
September 24, 2021
Simchat Torah with Kindergarten Consecration
October 3, 2021
Chanukah Family Shabbat Service
December 3, 2021
Purim Shpiel and Carnival
March 13, 2022
Yom HaAtzmaut Israel Celebration
May 1, 2022
Last Day of Religious School
May 15, 2022
Confirmation Shabbat Service
June 3, 2022
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Federations of Fun!

Youth groups are a great way for children to make new Jewish friends and to have fun!
In order to maximize on building connections and providing age-relevant events, youth
are split into four groups as outlined below. SHM Youth Groups are led by Youth
Advisor Eliana Rubin.

SHMoFTY
JiFTY
(Grades 9-12) (Grades 6-8)

MiTY
(Grades 4-5)

Mini-MiTY
(Grades 2-3)

July 14

July 7

July 10

September 19

September 25

September 18

September 19

October 17

October 30

October 16

October 17

November 14

November 13

November 20

November 14

December 5

December 11

December 4

December 5

January 23

January 29

January 22

January 23

February 27

February 26

February 12

February 27

March 20

March 26

March 12

March 20

April 3

April 23

April 2

April 3

May 15

May 14

May 7

May 15

YOUTH GROUPS

Youth Groups
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