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In the beginning, God sent us a freak rainstorm that ransacked our sanctuary; and then just to 
make sure that we were paying attention, she followed it up with Hurricane Florence.  We paid 
attention. Harold Eichenholz got in touch with George Chadwick, our insurance agent, Bonnie 
Hales, our insurance account manager and spend countless hours working with Chris Edge, our 
claims adjuster.  They all did great things for us, even after the claim was settled and further 
damage was discovered.   
 
Barry Weiss, who was the president, put together a committee for the renovation of the 
sanctuary. The committee members fluctuated over time and at one time or another consisted 
of Harold Eichenholz, Dottie Freedland, Diane Gerberg, Lyne Glazer, Rena Goldwasser, Bruce 
Mauer, Carolyn Moskowitz and me. That’s eight Jews in total or about 152 different opinions. 
We really had our work cut out for us. We met every Wednesday afternoon. The first thing we 
did as design committee was to create a survey for the congregation to tell us what they 
wanted in a new sanctuary. Those priorities were handicap accessibility, better lighting, better 
audio, and comfortable pews. I think we nailed it. 
 
We also started interviewing architects and contractors. We were impressed with Mark 
Loudermilk, he understood our thoughts and showed enthusiasm and creativity for our project. 
We recommended that the board sign a contract with Mark so that we could get the project 
moving and they did. Mark, thank you so much for your patience during our prolonged design 
phase. I might also mention that Mark’s associate designer, Vivian Chiang, was wonderful and 
put all our selections into each rendering. She always had a smile on her face even when I 
showed up in a panic. She took the time to show me different vantage points and that the 
niches really would face out. I think we made another good choice in choosing Mark and getting 
Vivian as a bonus. 
 
Concurrently, Harold was working on mold remediation, drying out the inside and sealing up 
the outside; all of which were necessary to complete as soon as possible to avoid further 
damage and make the space safe and usable until construction could begin. 
 
During the design phase we had many opinions (I think I might have mentioned 152 earlier). We 
discussed and started pricing multiple options and concepts. Since there was not 100% 
consensus within the committee, the Board of Directors asked us to have Mark provide us with 
two different renderings which he did.  We then sent the designs along with a second survey to 
the congregation. The top three items wanted were the pews, the front ramp system, and the 
ceiling design, in that order.  Not one person on the design committee got everything they 
wanted; decisions were made democratically with majority rule. 



We were given a hard number from the Board of Directors for budgetary purposes so I got to 
work and made a spreadsheet that listed must have items like electrical, carpentry, and pews in 
one column, another column with naming opportunities like the menorahs and Torah Mantles 
and a third column for capital improvement. I will not bore you with insurance reimbursement 
and recoverable depreciation. If you would like to know more on that, I’m sure Harold would 
love to sit and chat with you. I’ll just say that it was a very detailed spreadsheet. 
We met with vendors to pick out the pews and furniture, sound system, and carpeting. We also 
met with Pam Toll who designed our beautiful ark doors to match the windows that she also 
designed and Dumay Gorham who designed and made our eternal light, menorahs and Torah 
holders in the niches. 
  
At the congregational meeting in December of 2019, our plans were approved but by that time 
we were dealing with price increases which meant we were over budget. This was one of the 
times that Harold would tell me to just keep moving forward and that I was on a righteous 
mission. We sent our final plans to rebid. Yates Chambliss came back to us with a modification 
that was what we wanted in the first place and that made up for the deficit. I then had 
conversations with our then treasurer, Jerry Smith, of blessed memory. Jerry would ask me 
what I needed, and we would discuss where we were with the numbers.  Then Jerry told me 
OKAY, this is what we are going to do. In the end, Jerry’s numbers matched my numbers, and I 
knew he had my back.  The committee unanimously requested that the board enter a contract 
with Chambliss & Rabil which they did with advice from attorney, Samuel Potter and in June 
2020, we had our building permit. 
 
Our saga did not end there, dear friends. Yates Chambliss and John Mayton, his project 
supervisor and I met every Wednesday to discuss the work that had been completed and what 
we would be doing next. These meetings also included the subcontractor who was currently 
working on the job and frequently Harold.  Demolition began and at our first weekly meeting 
two issues surfaced. The first thing that jumped out at me was painted on the cinderblock wall: 
above the Ark and underneath the old paneling were the Hebrew words, Know Before Whom 
You Stand. Not only are these words profound, but they are also a legacy at Bnai Israel that 
have been passed down from generation to generation. These words have graced our Ark since 
this building was completed in 1954. In case you never knew what the words meant, now you 
know and you can see them every time you enter this sanctuary.  
 
The other issue was that the inside of the Ark was a cubby, cut into the cinderblock. Oh, my 
goodness! It was too high and there was no room for storage underneath. This was our first dip 
into the contingency fund. Thankfully, the concrete cutters were still on the job, and they 
removed the blocks under the cubby, and we put in support beams to hold the weight. Looking 
at the big, cavernous space with boarded up windows and lights hanging from the rafters, we 
also discovered that the venting ducts, made ahead of time would not fit. The HVAC system 
needed to be totally reworked and thanks to the competency of Southeastern Heating & 
Cooling, they made magic happen. 
 



Meanwhile, we started to order goods for the interior. We held extended meetings picking out 
colors, fabrics and carpeting so that everything would coordinate. First up were the pews. We 
had men, women, tall, short and every body type we could imagine sit in the sample and there 
was 100% consensus that these were going to be our pews, so we ordered them. A few weeks 
or rather months later I received a call from the vice president of Imperial Woodworks in Waco, 
TX. The fabric that we chose would not work due to the manufacturing process and we had to 
choose a different fabric. The problem then was that there was no other fabric they had that fit 
our color scheme, so I asked him if we had enough yardage to do a custom run and he said yes. 
What you are sitting on was woven for us at no additional cost. That was a reoccurring theme.  
We ended up having to search for new chair frames and then we found out that the carpeting 
had been discontinued, so we again had to go the custom-made route. It seemed we would 
take two steps forward and then run into another problem, but we persisted, and found 
solutions to every issue along the way. You name something in the sanctuary, and I have a story 
to tell about it. 
 
Once we had our heating & cooling systems, our electrical and drywall installations, we were 
ready for our finish carpentry.  Drew Gates came in to finish the ceiling, moldings, Ark doors 
and the Interior of the Ark. Thank you Drew for your beautiful craftsmanship. 
 
Some of you know we went through a lot of angst having our Torah Mantles made.  The first set 
came from Israel and looked nothing like we ordered. After many months, we eventually 
received a refund and then found Custom Judaica in Tuscan, Arizona who designed and made 
our beautiful Torah Covers. I would just like to point out that they have Hebrew words in the 
design that capture the essence of our congregation. Look closely and you will find words like 
Bnai Israel, Generation to Generation, Tree of Life, Shema, Acts of Loving Kindness, Sing unto 
God, and Let there be Light. 
 
Working with all of the various contractors was a wonderful experience.  Each and every one of 
them took a special pride in working on this project.  We got to know each other.  They 
respected the fact that I had eagle eyes and not much got past me, and I finally accepted that 
they were working on the Jewish church! 
 
I would like to give a special shout out now to Diane Gerberg. Diane worked on this project with 
me from day one.  She was always there to go on a field trip of which we did many, pick 
something up, do research and be present whenever she was needed. I would also like to thank 
Lyne Glaser. She kept taking herself off the committee and I kept dragging her back. I can’t 
mention Harold enough for all of his work and for pushing me forward when times were 
challenging. I also would be remiss if I didn’t thank my girlfriends who listened to me week after 
week and always had a glass of wine waiting. 
 
I don’t think Barry knew about all of the initials behind my name when he put me on the 
committee; but he may have guessed that I would bring passion and dedication to the 
renovation project.  I want to conclude by saying that I feel so grateful to have had a role in 
creating this space that I worship in.  I thank each and every one of you from the bottom of my 



heart for entrusting this project to me and for giving me the honor to chair the renovation of 
our sanctuary. 


