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Installation of Rabbi Chaya Bender 
Rabbi, Bnai Israel Congregation   

Wilmington, NC   
June  11, 2022 

 
By: Rabbi S Robert Waxman 
 

I want to welcome our friends from Temple of Israel, Rabbi Emily Losben 
Ostrov, and Rebitzen Reuben Ostrov. Rabbi Jim and Sandy Apple are in 
the house as well. And we welcome Rebitzen Dr Barbara Waxman, my wife 
and travelmate, on my rabbinic journey. 
 

Rabbi Bender is blessed to have her wife, Emily Jaeger as her soulmate. 
Emily, welcome to the Bnai Israel family. 
We hope you will find contentment and completeness in Wilmington. 

Chaya, I always told my 150 Bnai Mitzvah students the following,  
“Please look out at this assembled group here for YOU at this sacred 
moment. Feel the love, hope and support being sent to you.” 

And you don’t have to try to remember what I am going to say to you. 
I have an autographed copy of my comments for you to review with a glass 
of wine on your deck some time in the future. 
 
Now, your job is to soak in all the feeling 

of kedusha and ahavah of the moment. 
It is my honor to be an important part of this wedding between you - 

 the Rabbi- and your Bnai Israel Congregation.  
 

I am going to speak about God, Rabbi Bender and the congregation in my 
remarks tonight. 
Firstly- God - Thank you to the committee for putting God on the guest 
list.  The Kotzker Rebbe (1800), said,”Where is God? Where God is 
invited.”   God was invited to all the events of this week. We know that God 
was at your Ordination as Rabbi, your wedding to Emily and the birth of 
Shlomi. And God, the source of meaning in life, kedusha, holiness, 
spirituality, inner strength and conviction is here with you and with all of us 
tonight. 
 

In traditional parlance we would say, 
 

“And we pray that God will be with you in the years ahead.” 

As moderns, we might reconstruct tradition and say, 
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May you continue to study, learn and teach 

And always remain creative and caring. 
May you enjoy giving of your talent and intellect   
and share your music and moral values. 
May you continue to bring godliness and holiness  
Into the lives of all you touch.  
 

Point 2- What are some of the challenges of being a rabbi?   
Today a rabbi is to be a source of the Judaic tools and wisdom 

to help others find meaning in their lives. 
Today a rabbi is an example of kedusha,  
and one committed to tzedaka - doing what is beneficial for others. 
You are also a teacher and life coach. 
You will be an advisor on senior aging issues and end of life issues also.  
 

Rabbi Bender, 
you know that being a rabbi is a calling 

and everyone in this room knows that you will be called! 
You will be called to be there at times when others are in need  
of help, guidance and strength at times of crisis. 
In Clergy talk we call SOME of these times the life cycle event of 
Match, Hatch and Dispatch. 
These are times of great highs of birth and celebration, 
Or times of sadness, questioning and depression. 
 

Kol Hatchalot Kashot - Talmud tells us “All beginnings are difficult.” 

You came to us during covid. 
It was a challenge to get to know you. 
We all had to learn how to pray on zoom and talk on zoom  
and sing distorted on zoom. 
Kol hatchalot kashot - all beginnings are difficult. 
But you did very well.  You came to Bnai Israel and got to work. 
We have had two good years with you. 
Today we celebrate with you and Emily. 
 

Looking ahead - what will your rabbinic journey look like? 

A writer of future trends recently said that the speed of life is getting faster. 

Religiously speaking, in the past, individuals took time  
to celebrate or mourn. But look at us today, as individuals and rabbis, 
everyone has more to do. 
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As a rabbi you will need to go from hospital visits to phone call check ups of 
people, to zoom meetings, to bar/bat mitzvah lessons, to religious school 
teaching and on and on. 
You will be on an emotional roller coaster.  Enjoy the ride. 
 

Point 3- I would like to speak to you or y’all, Bnai Israel members and 
friends and guests. 
If you were on the rabbi search committee I ask you to stand and remain 
standing. 
Thank you! 
If you joined Rabbi Bender and Emily for a meal during their first visits 

to Bnai Israel - please stand. Thank you! 
If you attended a service or talk given by Rabbi Bender during the interview 
visits please stand. Thank you! 
If you were on the Board and voted to submit Rabbi Bender to the larger 
congregation for confirmation and approval. Please stand! 
Special Todah Rabbah to President Michelle Bannon for excellent 
leadership during this saga.  
To all of you, you did a great job. Yasher Koach! 
Thank you! Todah Rabbah!  Mazel Tov! 
Please be seated. 
 

Rabbi Bender is an excellent rabbi. 
We have had 2 years to see this and experience Rabbi Bender in action. 

She sings and plays guitar and is very knowledgeable about the world of 
Jewish music. 
Rabbi Bender moved all of us who attended ,”Shabbat from Liverpool” 
recently, when she introduced the Mourner’s Kaddish with George 
Harrison’s “All things must pass.”  
Rabbi Bender has a wonderful sense of humor and a solid, useful 
perspective of real life.  
Rabbi Bender is modest.  
She takes her position very seriously but does not take herself seriously. 
 

So what can you, the members of Bnai Israel do to support the Rabbi. 

You can contribute to Bnai Israel in many ways - in general and the Rabbis’ 
fund to enable her to do good work in quiet ways. 
Show up at events. Make the effort. 
Send her an email of affirmation of a service or appreciate a sermon, 

or class or teaching moment that moved you. 
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Or send a note of thanks for help or guidance you received from her. 
 

Support her interfaith work and fellowship connections. 
She will benefit from contact with the larger spiritual community. 
And tell her and the board that cooperation and community activities with 
the Temple of Israel and UJA are welcomed and worth the effort. 
 

Ask her how you can help her. 
And don’t sweat the small stuff. 
Get on board with her vision and hopes and dreams for Bnai Israel. 

And don’t forget about Rebitzen, wife, Emily. 
As you get to know Emily, ask how she is doing and what she might need. 
 

One last thing. 
Let Rabbi Bender lead the congregation. 
Encourage HER to suggest how new ideas, new rituals, or educational 
programs might be implemented here at Bnai Israel. 
Ask her what she thinks we can do to make the High Holidays   
even more holy and special and relevant. 
 

Support the Rabbi as she invites, welcomes and tries to motivate the 
parents of our young children and Religious school students to enjoy and 
celebrate Shabbat and holidays. 
 

(Call on Emily J and Shlomi to the bimah). 
So Rabbi Bender and guests, 
Let us always remember that life is a journey across a very narrow bridge, 
A Gesher tzar meod. 
Reb Nachman of Bratslav said... “The whole world is a very narrow bridge 
– What matters is that you not fear from it.”  
 

As Craig Taubman has said in his song “Journey”, 
It’s a journey, You don’t know where you’re going.  
Can’t hide from it, Don’t dare fear from it.  
And if you’re lucky, You’ll hear a still small voice.  
And if you’re smart you’ll listen…   Listen to the voice.  
It’s a journey across a very narrow bridge.  
From every direction, There will be roads to choose,  
And if you’re lucky – you’ll like the one you use.  
It’s a journey across a very narrow bridge.  
And there will be moments, When wrongs seem to be right.  
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You must cross the darkness before you reach the light.  
It’s a journey across a very narrow bridge. 

 

“May you, Rabbi Chaya Bender, find blessing and satisfaction in your 
rabbinate.  
May Chaya and Emily enjoy happiness together. 
And May Chaya, Emily and Shlomi be blessed with Shalom and Shlaymut, 
inner peace, wholeness and completeness.” 

 
Let us say “Ken Y’he Ratzon”. 
 

 
Rav Waxman 
 


