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Welcome everyone to this fabulous and long-anticipated day.   

It has been a very long haul for those of us who began this project in late 2018.  Although I 

started out chairing the Reno & Design Committee, it wasn’t long before we realized that we 

wanted to do more than just replace what we lost in the Hurricane.  We wanted to add unique 

and beautiful art to complement our gorgeous windows.  We wanted to update the lighting and 

sound systems. We wanted to do more than our insurance reimbursement would cover.   

Thus, I ended up facilitating the Capital Campaign Committee to a most successful outcome, in 

very very small part due to my leadership and in large part due to the members of this 

Committee.  I am pleased to report that we raised over $200 thousand dollars which, in 

addition to insurance funds, allowed us to not only repair but renovate and design a spiritually 

and aesthetically peaceful and beautiful space in which to pray and congregate… One in which 

we all can take pride in having contributed to its glory.   

We want to publicly thank Scott & Carol Johnston for the contribution of our exquisite ark 

doors.  (ETC…read from the book of contributors) 

By the time the President of BI, Barry Weiss, asked if I would take on the fundraising piece of 

the renovation, my husband, Steve was a couple of years into his recovery from a debilitating 

stroke.  We were in a routine and I felt I could devote a little more time to a task for which I was 

qualified.  I had spent most of my career raising funds for endowments, grants and scholarships 

as a director of two university fundraising department in NJ.  What I knew best was that people 

often give to people rather than causes.  Of course, in the end, it helps considerably to be a 

cause in which they believe, nevertheless, the people-to-people factor is critical.  Therefore, I 

knew that it was imperative to find the right group to participate on this committee.   

Most people hate the idea of asking friends and colleagues, let alone strangers, for money.  For 

some reason they perceive it as asking for a favor.  However, there are those of us who 

understand, that in most cases, those of us who ask are the ones offering the exceptional 

opportunity to those we care about to give and give generously.  We are in essence, providing 

the opportunity for our friends to do a mitzvah, often something that comes easily but just 

needed a vehicle or some encouragement. And yes, if they have to stretch a bit, it is ok. They 

will get such nachas (and maybe even Karma) in the end, we know it is worth the stretch.  I was 

raised by parents who taught us that you must either be a doer or a giver, but to do both is the 

ultimate mitzvah.  Our parents did both to the degree they could, and we hope to continue 



following in their footsteps.  It is with pride that I can say our children do both and as our 

grandchildren get older, we have high hopes for them.   

Which leads me to a Committee of Doers and Givers.  These are the crème de la crème!! They 

give of themselves until there is little left.  They give of their funds until it hurts.  This was the 

ULTIMATE committee.  Over this weekend, I have heard Amy and others talk about their 

committees as extraordinary in many ways. This happens to be an entire congregation of 

extraordinary people with good hearts, solid values and a deep and abiding commitment to 

Judaism and most of all to Bnai Israel, but few who understand what a privilege it is to ask 

others to contribute from their hard-earned dollars.  I found those few!!   

As a leader or facilitator, I am rather hands-off, although neither my husband nor my kids would 

agree to that on a personal level!  The Capital Campaign Committee were professionals who 

needed no hand-holding, little direction and not even a whole lot of cheerleading.  These were 

men and women who understood the goal, the need and the extent of the deed.   

 

Barry Weiss & Walter Winter 

Let’s start with Barry since he started the ball rolling.  One does not need to teach Barry how to 

ask for money.  He along with Walter Winter (Frac to Barry’s Fric) and others have kept B’nai 

Israel afloat thru fundraising and their own contributions for a couple of decades and both have 

the insight, the commitment and the bandwidth to put a campaign together without direction.  

He and Walter, who I know loves asking for money, understand the concept of doing, giving and 

inviting other to join along.  They know this community and they believe in their mission.  They 

are dooers and givers for sure!  Barry & Walter please stand and be acknowledged for your 

extraordinary contributions today and in the past. 

Laurel Westreich who agreed to join this committee under duress telling me how much she 

hated raising money, was and is probably our most valuable member.  She kept me straight!!  

She is organized and thorough with extraordinary attention to detail.  She sees the trees when 

others only see the forest.  Laurel listens and advises with a moral integrity that in fundraising is 

paramount.  She along with Alan Gerberg are finishing up the final Capital Campaign task, 

honoring our donors.  They are waiting, impatiently at this point, for the plaques to arrive so 

that we may get the Capital Campaign Wall of Recognition erected. Many of you have seen the 

mock-up in the lobby.  That will be translated to beautiful contemporary lucite plaques in the 

coming weeks. Alan Gerberg considered himself to be “of counsel” to this committee.  He felt 

he had a little bit of a conflict as Chair of UJA.  Alan was a former professional fundraiser for UJA 

NY and has all the credentials to run campaigns of this sort with his eyes closed.  We, however, 

appreciated the fact that he kept them open for us, added his opinions when needed and 

guided when he could.  Thank you to both Laurel and Alan for all their help and support.  Please 

stand and be acknowledged.  



Also, of counsel, is Harold Eichenholz.  He really wanted to join our committee, but I valued my 

friendship with Roberta and wouldn’t let him commit to one more meeting than he already had 

on his plate.  But in true Harold fashion, he still was able to solicit a few gifts for the Campaign.  

It is hard not to love that man.   

Jon Alper is always a voice of reason, intelligence and thoughtfulness.  His calm and pleasant 

demeanor is the perfect balance for this committee.  The fact that he grew up in Bnai Israel 

gives him the credibility that speaks volumes without him even saying a word.  Jon thank you 

for all you do every day to keep this congregation going and for your help in making the 

beautification of the sanctuary happen.   

We were also so fortunate to have Jerry Smith on this committee.  Jerry’s intellect and love of 

Judaism and Bnai Israel were evident in his immediate desire to give, the minute he heard we 

were renovating. His leadership in other organizations and synagogues, his legal background 

and his love of Bnai Israel allowed Jerry to add value to this committee and we all felt such a 

deep loss with his passing.  Jon please stand for both you and Jerry.   

Rena Goldwasser and Barbara Waxman…two other fundraising haters….who were invaluable 

as  shoulders to lean on, as editing and copywriting contributors and as friendly voices on the 

other end of the phone to lend encouragement and guidance. Professor Barbara, our retired 

Rebitzen extraordinare, has enjoyed & endured a lifetime of Bnai Israel history.  She has sat in 

our sanctuary as often as anyone we know and was instrumental in reminding us that the 

maintenance of spirituality and decorum took priority over the commercialization of our 

sanctuary.  And then there is Rena….what can I say about a woman who does it all with grace 

and dignity!  She is everyone’s best friend, the Dooer of all Dooers and, most of all, she is able 

to put things in perspective in the blink of an eye.  Would Barbara and Rena stand for all the 

accolades and applause you so deserve!   

At this time I would like to ask the whole Capital Campaign Committee to stand at once and 

together WE want to applaud the members sitting here.  You built this sanctuary with your 

dollars and your love.  We applaud your commitments, your donations and your contributions 

of your time, energy and skill.  Together we will persevere!   

Committee please help me to show our Congregation our gratitude!   


