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Dear friends, 

 

I am writing this, my November newsletter article, to you on    
October 24.  That is to say, I have had to write this now in order 
for this letter to end up in your inboxes by November 1st, but I 
also know that a lot may change between now and then. 

As I am writing this, I have been watching the news and the live 
proceeding from the United Nations Security Council and have 

had such a rollercoaster of emotions. These began with pride and affinity as      
Secretary of State Blinken and other diplomats from many countries like France, 
the U.K., Germany, and Japan have stood shoulder to shoulder in support of Israel 
and called for an end to terror. And my emotions swung to sadness and anger as 
many other countries spoke against Israel and used incorrect information to call 
for an end to the fighting without suggesting that Hamas had any fault or that they 
should return the hostages being held. 

Locally, there are the same emotions. Many in our community have reached out in 
support, asking what they can do to support me, personally, and our community, 
generally. Pastors from many of the churches in our community have offered 
words and prayers of support to us and for Israel.  The Johns Creek mayor, as well 
as the Johns Creek Police Chief, both deputy chiefs, and many of the officers 
(including all of the ones that ensure our safety at CDT) have shown that they 
stand with us. 

And there have been many who have been silent or spoken out against Israel.   

For many of you who have gotten to know me over my years at CDT, you know 
that I consider myself a Zionist. I am an ohev Yisrael, a lover of Israel, and so, since 
October 7, I have been crying. Crying for those who were murdered by                
terrorists. Crying for the hostages who were ripped away from their                   
families. Crying for the member of the Israel Defense Forces who will now be put 
at risk to fight the terror and bring the hostages home. And yes, crying for the    
innocent lives lost on both sides of the border as this conflict wages on and Hamas 
continues their reign of terror over their own citizens and attempts to rain it down 
on Israel as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                               Continued on page 2 

Rabbinic Reflections 



 

 

       

So, from here in the North Atlanta metro area, many of us wonder who we can help?  Here are a few ways you 
can help: 

1. Speak up!  When you see antisemitic, anti-Zionist, or anti-Israeli speech (or 
social media posts) from your friends and neighbors, do not stay silent. As 
Eli Weisel said, “Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented.” 

2. Support your local community so that we can continue to support one    
another as well as being a voice in support of a secure, democratic, Jewish 
state in Israel. You can support CDT both through monetary gifts as well as 
giving your time to help us serve the North Atlanta Jewish community. 

3. Support worthwhile organizations on the front lines in Israel. There is a list 
of some recommended organizations that are doing phenomenal work in   
Israel on our website (dortamid.org/Israel).   

We join our voices together at this harrowing time and pray for a day, in the very near future, where Israel and 
all of her neighbors will be able to live in peace, side by side, with one another, free from extremism and terror. 

Oseh shalom bimromav, hu ya’aseh shalom aleinu v’al kol Yisrael, v’al kol yoshvei tevel, v’imru: amen. 

May the One who makes peace on high, make peace for us, all Israel, and all creation. As we say: amen. 

B’shalom, 

Rabbi Jordan 

 

Rabbinic Reflections, cont. 

http://dortamid.org/Israel


 

 

President’s Message 
Shalom CDT Family, 
 
This month’s note comes to you with a heavy heart as we all continue to pray for the   
people of Israel, for their safety, for the safe return of the hostages, for the strength and 
safety of the soldiers, and for wisdom and solidarity of the Israeli government. We mourn 
together as a community for the horrific loss of so many innocent lives taken on October 
7th and the following days and weeks after. As Jews, we are all affected by the horror and 
terror of the events in Israel over the last month, however, some of us may be more     
directly affected than others. Please take some time over the next few weeks to reach out 

to your CDT friends and family and just check-in with each other. Ask them if they are directly affected, if 
they need anything, if they want to talk, and how their families are doing.  
  
One of the most impactful and meaningful evenings that I have ever experienced in my time as a member of 
CDT was our Night of Solidarity for Israel that we shared together with the North Georgia Jewish              
Community. To have so many synagogues join together with us to share in prayer, music, support and love 
and to have so many friends from other faiths join us in our prayers for Israel and to mourn with us left me 
speechless, touched, and with tears of happiness and sadness as I know that we are all in this together and 
stand with Israel. When we joined together, over 400 people, hugging, singing and crying the words of Oseh 
Shalom, Mi Shebeirach, and Hatikvah, just to name a few of the songs and prayers of the evening, I know 
that it touched the hearts and souls of so many in our home that night. I hope that it brought comfort to 
you, your friends and family that we could be together to support, love and hug one another.  
  
As we end the month of October let us continue to pray for peace in Israel and the Middle East and we 
MUST continue to stand strong with Israel. Please reach out for information on how you can continue to 
support Israel. It is also times like these that make us realize that we need your support here at CDT so that 
we can keep providing programming like our Night of Solidarity and continue to provide a safe place for us to 
worship and for our children to learn in. We have to support each other to make sure that we continue to 
grow our vibrant and strong CDT community and to ensure its existence well into the future for our families 
and the families to come. As our High Holy Day appeal comes to an end, I encourage you to donate to our 
appeal so that we can do all of these things. If you have already donated, and so many people have, I am  
truly grateful. If you are unable to donate financially please let us know how you can help with a gift of 
time. Please check out our giving page at dortamid.org/giving to learn more. 

 

Sending love, hugs, and prayers to you all. 

Rachel 
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Rachel Allen 

http://dortamid.org/giving


 

 

Shalom chaveirim - hello my friends, 
 
A few years ago (think pre-Covid), there was a “share-your-culture” type of event at one of 
our nearby middle schools. There were tables and booths representing countries from all 
over the world, including Israel. Right next to the Israeli table, there was also a Palestinian 
table. As you can imagine, this placement did not provide the moment of celebration and 
respect for our diversity that the function was designed to promote. Arguments ensued 
about the validity of presenting Palestine as a sate/country and there were deep feelings 
about the display of the Palestinian flag. By word of mouth, I was also made to understand 
that there might have been symbols of Hamas present, as Hamas, a terrorist organization, 

was and still is the governing party of Gaza. One can imagine how this might have caused anger and 
confusion. There were quite a few questions afterward - who approved of the placement of the booths 
(didn’t anyone think this through?), why was Palestine allowed to be represented as a country, why were 
terrorist symbols allowed, and so on. Though we could spend a lot of time pointing fingers as to who might 
be to blame, ultimately, I believe the problem was caused by a lack of knowledge and understanding and 
was not intentional. Before I go on, let me say that I believe that every student should be able to represent 
their culture - period - though, frankly, I am unsure as to how to prevent instances like these. There is so 
much misinformation running around that, at this time, most of these untruths have actually turned into     
so-called “common knowledge”.  
 
My first thought, when I heard about this incident, was of concern for our own young students. It is difficult 
enough to be a young Jew without having to deal with (and some times answer for) international politics - 
particularly in the Middle East. Unfortunately, many (if not most) of our children do not know enough about 
the history of Israel and our people to be able to have an informed discussion, let alone form an educated 
opinion. I would suggest that this may be true of many Jewish adults as well. But, where as with adults, we 
know enough not to buy into the propaganda and half truths that seem to fly at us from every direction, our 
children are easily influenced - peer pressure is a powerful force. And so, when the news of the this incident 
reached my ears, I decided (with support from Rabbi Jordan) that I would teach our 9th graders about Israel 
and the history of the Jewish people’s relationship to her - from ancient times to the Holocaust…up to this 
very day. It is vital that our children be armed with knowledge about the Jewish people’s place in this world 
and how essential Israel is to our existence. It is also invaluable for our young students to be able to have an 
informed discussion about Israel and the Palestinians that is not based on half truths, memes, and          
propaganda points. When pre-1967 borders come up, our children should know what this means. When   
Israel is accused of being an apartheid state, our students should have information at their disposal to react 
in an educated manner. When Israel is accused of being occupiers, our children need to be able to form their 
own opinions based on fact rather than peer pressure or the emotion of the moment. As you may be aware, 
this battle of misinformation is playing out in a major way on many of our college campuses. If our children 
are not educated about Israel and our relationship to her before they leave high school and go to college or 
enter the work force, we are doing them a great disservice. We run the risk of having their Jewish identities  
damaged, or at worst, losing a generation to the pressure of misinformation and anti-Israel hate.  
 
With the hope of peace for Israel, for the Jewish community, and for all of the inhabitants of this world - 
Shalom, 
 
Mike Zuspan 
 
Cantorial Soloist 
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 Mike Zuspan 

Cantorial Soloist’s Message 
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Our B’nai Mitzvah Students  

Levi Grossman is an 8th grader at Piney Grove Middle School. He loves all things sports, 
friends and family and early mornings!! During the year, you can find him on the football 
field, basketball courts, the gym and even taking on a role in the Piney Grove Middle 
School performance of “Bye Bye Birdie!”. During the summers, Levi loves to head to Camp 
Barney where he spends four weeks in the Georgia mountains, hiking, swimming, boating, 
horseback riding, and connecting to his Jewish roots.  

For his Bar Mitzvah project, Levi is raising money for an organization close to his         
heart-RideAbility Therapeutic Riding Center. Ever since he was little, he spent weekends, 

vacations, holidays at the farm helping and volunteering at many important events like the Special          
Olympics. His Mitzvah project is called “Covered in Love” and will raise money to help RideAbility build a 
Covered Arena on its new property. This new arena will allow RideAbility to keep its weekly therapy sessions 
going in spite of inclement weather conditions, giving the riders the consistency that impacts their progress. 
From now until the end of the year, you can be a part of RideAbility's “Covered in Love” arena and can honor 
a family member, friend, loved one or even yourself. There is no donation too large or small and your gift of 
support will be commemorated on a special horseshoe which will be featured in the arena.  

Additionally, Levi is proud to announce that a portion of his Bar Mitzvah gifts will be donated to Shalva. 
When Levi’s mom was in Israel, she visited a very special place called Shalva- a non-profit organization that 
supports and empowers special needs individuals and their families in Israel by providing a range of services 
for thousands of people with disabilities from infancy to adulthood and their families. Shalva gives equal  
access and opportunity to all participants regardless of religion, ethnic background, or financial capability. 
Over the past month, Shalva has been mobilizing all of its resources to receive hundreds of families who 
have been evacuated from southern Israel along the Gaza border to the Shalva National Crisis Response  
Center where they will not only be safe, but will also receive the physical and emotional care they so        
desperately need. These families will be provided with clothing, medications, and supplies they need, while 
also providing social service support required to process the recent trauma. Levi will become a Bar Mitzvah 
on November 4th.  

Rylen and Lexi Shanks are both 7th graders at Riverwatch Middle School. Rylen 
loves technic Legos, hiking, robotics, and enjoys participating in his school chorus. 
Lexi enjoys horseback riding, the outdoors, art projects and baking. Both Rylen 
and Lexi enjoy travel adventures to state and national parks. 

Rylen’s Mitzvah project is with Make a Wish Foundation. Rylen is helping five kids 
with life threatening illnesses get their wish to travel to Hawaii. He has been    
collecting donations on Amazon to create personalized travel care packages for 
these children. Rylen enjoyed his trip to Hawaii this past summer and wants other 

kids to have a similar experience.  

Lexi’s Mitzvah project is with Furkids. Lexi wanted this project to be focused on personally giving her time to 
helping dogs get adopted to good homes. Lexi has recently expressed her love for dogs. Lexi has done       
several other projects in the past when she was a girl scout which included helping with a coat drive, making 
sandwiches for Giving Grace and meeting her goal of selling over 1000 boxes of girl scout cookies last year. 
Alexis and Rylen became B’nai Mitzvah on October 14th.  



 

 

The month of October was very busy! Our CDT religious school has been working hard 
learning while having fun! Our Pre-k/K class is thrilled to welcome Ms. Tama as their 
new teacher! Tama comes to us with over ten years of early childhood experience in-
cluding previous Jewish religious school. We want to Thank Sheri Gable for teaching 
our preschool kids while we looked for the perfect permanent fit! Now Sheri can    fo-
cus on her position as Chair of the Education committee and make magic happen with 
all of us!  
 
Our 7th grade Mitzvot class has been brushing up on their culinary skills by cooking 

brunch buffets for the families staying in the Ronald McDonald House @ Scottish Rite. 
They chopped and flipped and sauteed a breakfast burrito bar and pancake bar! They 

served approximately 28 people and made enough to put leftovers in the fridge for the families.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our 8th grade Comparative Religion class has begun learning about the different types of Jewish culture and 
how they all interconnect. They recently visited a Mikvah where they were able to see and discuss the  
meaningful ways in which a Mikvah is used. Chief of Programs, Mr. Rich Walters, from The Jewish Federation 
of Greater Atlanta, came to talk with our 8th graders. The kids learned all about the Federation and how they 
work to elevate and support Jewish communities all over. He discussed the history and importance of some 
of the core initiatives the Federation champions and why these initiatives are important to Jewish life.   

 
Our religious school classes have begun having their Family Shabbat Dinners together! We hosted our Pre/K 
class and their families for Shabbat. We had a huge turnout and a lot of yummy pot luck! Last Friday we 
hosted Family Shabbat Dinner for our 1st & 2nd grade classes and their families. We enjoyed lighting Shabbos 
candles together as a family. 

 
Don’t forget to come by the education wing and see what we are doing in the classrooms on our hallway 
walls! “Look Out” for our November update when we tell all about our trip with 5th & 6th grade CDT kids up 
to Camp Coleman for a weekend of summer camp in the Fall! An opportunity for synagogue youth to       
connect within the southeast region.  
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Interim Director of Jewish Life & Learning 

Jessica Grabowski 



 

 

Informative Program 
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Social Events 
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General Fund 
Bill & Peggy Lyons 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
John & Ginny Nevins 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Alex Riess 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Katy Holbrook 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Anthony & Suzie Gioia 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Sarah Martinez Scorza 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Fred & Terry Segal 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Sability 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Rebecca Kaffezakis 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Kerry & Chris Sbat 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Lane Shutt 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Andrea Miller 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Paula & David Bloom 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Roy Chastain 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Lori Temples 
 

Rabbi Discretionary Fund 
Steve & Jodi Wolfe 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Beverly Mahone 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Rob & Michele Lederman 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Harriet Jacobs 
-in honor of the High Holy Day Service 
Ron & Bonnie Harvey 
-in honor of Beverly Mahone’s successful surgery 
Sharon Rocco 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Heidi Noun & Michael Collins 
Natalie Shakhnovsky  
 
Cantorial Soloist Fund 
Ron & Bonnie Harvey 
-in honor of the amazing High Holy Day Music 
 
Building Fund 
Sharon Rocco 
-in memory of Richard Rocco 
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Many Thanks  —  תודה רבה 

Continued on page 8 



 

 

As long as we live, they too will live; for they are now are a 

part of us; as we remember them. - Jewish Prayer  

 

 

 

 

Caring Committee 
Daniel & Cathie Bigman 
-in honor of Nancy Bigman’s Birthday 
Dan & Wendy Rosen 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Irwin & Ethel Rubenstein 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Leslie Penuel 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
 
Garden Fund 
Marlo Malletz 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Bonnie Freedman 
-in honor of Jackie Berger’s Birthday 

Music Fund 
Michael & Brenda Johnson 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Mark & Michele Mandel 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Marlene Juda 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
 
Yahrzeit Fund 
Ron & Bonnie Harvey 
-in memory of Conrad Olson 
-in memory of Richard Olson 
Mark & Marci Risner 
-in memory of Scott Brown 
Jeff Freedman 
-in memory of Robert Freedman 
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Many Thanks  —  תודה רבה 

 

Scott Brown 

Husband of Dory Fox and Father of Alanna and Julia 

and 

Howard Mittler 

Son of Nancy Mittler 

We Remember... 

May their memories be a blessing 



 

 

Social Action and Tikkun Olam 
 

 

 

 

 
Blood Drive and High Holiday Kosher Food Drive 
We had an insanely successful High Holiday Kosher Food Drive with 2 containers full of food in the CDT entry 
and food stored in every inch of the office near Stacey's. Thank you everyone who donated! 

                                                            
We also had a wonderful Blood Drive with 13 people who donated blood, and 42 lives saved. Apparently, six 
of the people who donated were first time donors…. which is a major accomplishment in itself. Our next Life 

South Blood Drive will be MLK Weekend – January 14th, 

 
Bracelets for a Cause – ON SALE NOW! 
SOCIAL ACTION is making and selling . These Bracelets are a wonderful gift for         
anyone who wears beaded bracelets (the more the better!) Not only are they lovely, but all proceeds go to 
the following causes: 

 The Current Crisis in Israel 
 The Atlanta Community Food Bank and Partners 
 Breast Cancer Research 
 SOJOURN – local Jewish LGBQT+ organization  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Paula Bloom (770-570-8059/ pbloom99@yahoo.com  
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Paula Bloom 

mailto:pbloom99@yahoo.com


 

 

Sisterhood  
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Happy November!! I wish you a month ahead filled with cherished times spent with family and friends in    
gorgeous fall weather! As a community, may we be surrounded with love as we move forward through these 
uncertain days in our world. Sending love & peace to all!  
 
Sisterhood Info: We have a few social events coming up in November & December! Our 2nd Annual    
“Friends-giving” Meals will be 11/14 (dinner) and 11/16 (lunch). Save the date for our Chanukah Dessert Party 
on Tuesday 12/5! Please be on the lookout for information via emails, weekly eBlasts and social media posts! 
  
Membership: If you have not officially joined Sisterhood yet, please reach out to Stacey Jahanfar to let her 
know that you want to join for the minimal cost of $36/year! The yearly dues help us create so many of our 
events to support our congregation, along with providing tzedakah boxes for b’nai mitzvah gifts to our       
precious teens and add special touches to our CDT building!  

 
Check out some of our recent Sisterhood Events! 

 
October was the perfect time to get out walking and moving in honor of Breast Cancer & Ovarian Cancer 
Awareness! This is a wonderful opportunity to make connections with other women! Looking forward to 
more days of getting active by putting one foot in front of the other! 
 

  

We will continue to meet & keep moving EVERY Sunday to support different causes throughout the year! In 
November, wear purple for the fight against pancreatic cancer & Alzheimer’s awareness. 
 

 

Janet Mann 



 

 

Sisterhood Get Togethers 
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Shabbat Corner 



 

 

Connecting Young Families 
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Ongoing  
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Helping Others 
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Helping Others, cont. 

https://track.robly.com/c8672ed2-69d5-4fac-a056-83c6b0dbe03ca16b1ea127b237039299352fc7a6f51a
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Our Advertisers 
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JAC is a multicultural Childcare Facility located at 

Congregation Dor Tamid in Johns Creek.  
 

At JAC students learn about different cultures,  
languages and traditions. Students learn to be more    
independent, more creative and social. Though the 
school year has already started, it’s not to late to  
enroll your child. Call now to find out about any  

promotions we are running.  
At JAC your child will learn in  

Hebrew and English!  
 

Schedule your tour today at 770.321.8484  
(ext:1 or 3)  

 

JAC PRESCHOOL                                                       
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2023-2024 Board of Directors and Staff 
  
  

  Executive Committee 
           
President               Rachel Allen  
Past President        Leslie Fox  
Synagogue Operations VP     Doug Kern  
Finance VP            Marci Risner   
Facilities VP           Carrie Wooten  
Education VP            Sheri Gable  
Marketing/Communications VP  Michele Lederman  

Trustees 
  
Fundraising           Ashley Chenault 
Ritual              Peter Lehrman 
Membership           Robyn Jacober 
Endowment        Gary Blitzer 
Social Action         Paula Bloom 
Trustee at Large            Denise Deitchman 
Presidential Appointee     Sherry Nemiroff 
Sisterhood          Janet Mann 
Men’s Club        Eric Cole 

 Staff        
 
Senior Rabbi          Jordan M. Ottenstein, RJE 
Cantorial Soloist        Mike Zuspan 
Executive Director           Stacey Jahanfar 
Director of Lifelong Learning   Jessica Grabowski 
Communications Coordinator           Ginny Allen      
CDTTY Advisors        Jaime & Eric Benson 
 


