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Dear friends, 

We are coming up on one of my favorite times of the year: the 
holiday of Purim. This is a day where we are commanded to  
turn everything on its head, act silly, and rejoice in our salvation 
from the threats of the evil Haman. It is a time of merrymaking,     
hamantashen eating (I prefer cherry and apricot), giving of gifts 
and tzedakah, and of changing our identities by putting on    
costumes and masks. It truly is a time of joy at the synagogue. 

Thinking of Purim and the masks we wear on this holiday led me to think of 
the masks we wear each day that hide who we truly are. Do we hide our true 
selves from one another? Do we hide our true Judaism? What leads us to hide 
our inner passions, emotions, thoughts, and feelings? Perhaps the stresses of 
every day life, the highs and lows of our existence and our relationships, force 
us to hide who we really are. But the beauty of Purim is that, when we put on 
our costumes and masks, we can let down our guard and let loose, be a little 
silly, and remember the joy that we hold inside. 

So I invite you to join me in this off-the-wall celebration at our congregational 
Megillah reading on March 20 and the Purim carnival on March 24, put on      
a costume, eat some hamantaschen, and let your true self out as we celebrate 
this season which the rabbis teach should only let our joy increase. 

Chag Sameach, 

Rabbi Jordan 

 

 

Rabbinic Reflections 

CDT Business Operating Hours  

Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Friday  9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Friday Services                   7:30 PM 
 
Wednesday Torah Study   11:00AM   
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CLICK HERE TO DONATE NOW 

As of “press” time, we’ve reached 47% of our goal. 

Thank you to all who have contributed so far. 

Can we count you in to help reach 100% in the next 20 days? 

https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=RfZeYu
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=RfZeYu


 

 

 

Is he really still talking about the 50-50-50 Challenge?  He sounds like               
a broken record. 

By now, you have undoubtedly heard about our new 50-50-50 Challenge at CDT. 
Over the past few weeks, many of you have asked me why another fundraiser at 
this time. You are right to ask. Yes, it is an unusual time for a fundraiser at CDT. 
Yes, it comes on the heels of our End-of-year Giving Campaign. It’s clearly not as 
exciting as a gala or other social-based fundraising event. The answer is simple. 

One of our congregant families made a very generous offer with an unusual twist, and we 
jumped at this opportunity with open arms. We had no plans to reach out to you about          
fundraising at this moment, but we did and I want you all to understand why . . . and why this     
is the absolutely right time to come together as one community to match the donated $50,000 
with another $50,000. 

We started the fiscal year with an approved budget that doesn’t allow for any wiggle room         
for spending. Your Board of Directors has spent considerable time and attention this year        
scrutinizing our budget and tightening our spending to ensure we are on solid financial footing 
for the future. While our congregation size is certainly lower than it once was, we continue to  
focus a great deal of attention to marketing and other ways to grow and retain members.   

This effort is only part of the solution. The other part rests with you, our congregants, our CDT 
family. Philanthropy plays an important part in our success. Donations, combined with dues and 
religious school registrations, are essential to our annual budget, exceptional programming, the 
maintenance of our ‘home,’ and the retention of our dedicated clergy and staff.  

Knowing that every dollar you contribute to the 50-50-50 Challenge will be doubled, I hope that 
you will donate generously and help us turn $50,000 into $100,000.  I personally can’t think of a 
better magic trick than this one! 

Simply click on the link to make your donation:   https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=RfZeYu 

Shabbat Shalom,  

Dan 

Daniel Rosen, President 

President’s Message 
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Cantorial Soloist’s Message 

Shalom Chaveirim! 

As we are now in the month of Adar, Purim is on its way!!! Yes, that’s right. Our happiest of Jewish 

Holy Days is right around the corner. There will be singing, grogging, cooking, noshing, spieling, 

carnivaling . . . well, you get the idea! 

Last year we celebrated with a very special Wizard of Oz themed Purim Spiel, and we had a blast!

This year, our Purim Spiel will be the evening of Wednesday, March 20th at CDT. Look for more   

information to come! 

I shared the following message with you last year. I feel that it is still relevant today. Please take a 

few minutes to watch the video. 

A couple of years ago, Marty Kunofsky, a very-long-time CDT member, shared with me that he     

had in his possession an old Megillat Esther with a powerful and personal story to go along with it. 

Below is a link to that story. Please take a few moments and give it a viewing. I promise that you  

will be enriched by this amazing and beautiful story.  

https://youtu.be/07XQXN5d5YQ 

Shalom (again) to you all – see you soon, 

Mike Zuspan 

Cantorial Soloist 
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https://youtu.be/07XQXN5d5YQ
https://youtu.be/07XQXN5d5YQ


 

 

Education Director’s Message 
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Dear Friends,  

I was looking out of my office windows and saw the daffodils emerge from the ground; the daffodils 
that our religious school planted to commemorate the children who perished in the Holocaust. Many 
thoughts came to mind . . .  

I would like to share with you something personal that I have been feeling lately and that I am sure 
you can relate to. I am hearing more and more about anti-Semitic remarks made in our children’s 
schools and in our neighborhoods. As a third generation Holocaust survivor, a Jewish Educator and  
a mother of three, I am concerned. Even though I am concerned, I know that our religious school  
isn’t just accepting this. We are fighting it in a very special way.  

When your kids come to religious school, they aren’t coming just to learn how to read Hebrew so 
they can chant at their Bar/Bat Mitzvah. They aren’t coming to religious School just to do arts & 
crafts and to listen to a few different bible stories. They are coming to their synagogue to be with 
their extended Jewish family which shares with them the same values and history.  

We are learning together what it means to be Jewish; we are learning to love being Jewish. The more 
informed our children become, the more capable they will be to deal with the anti-Semitic remarks 
that will come their way. We can’t run from them; we need to confront them! 

We planted the daffodils to learn, to remember and to respect. We must continue our actions by  
coming to religious school, doing mitzvot, and being together so we can grow as a Jewish family.  

Yours always, 

Molly 

 



 

 

                    CDT SISTERHOOD AT THE FOX THEATER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It’s about time . . . Daytime Sisterhood Happenings 

 

 

Sisterhood 
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   On February 6th we went to the Fox Theater 
to see “Waitress” and  had  an amazing night! 
A huge Thank You goes to Lisa Romm who 
arranged all the tickets and seating, making it 
possible for the 27 of us to have a little piece 
of Broadway, here at home! Carpooling to 
and from the theater started the evening on 
such a fun note . . . thanks to all of you who 
drove. Can’t wait to do this again!. So always 
be on the lookout for our future events. You 
never know :)  

   Sisterhood has ventured to daytime happenings, so when you have time off on weekdays  
or can sneak away from wherever you are, come be with the  CDT Sisterhood girls!    

Our first day event was to     
Firebirds Wood Fired Grille     

 
A delicious lunch was had by all.  

 
Watch for  

upcoming events! 

 



 

 

Sisterhood (cont.) 

 
IT’S ALMOST PURIM . . . JOIN US FOR 

 

AN EVENING WITH            
 

“CHEF” RABBI JORDAN 
 

as he demonstrates how to make his favorite hamantaschen recipe.  
and we duplicate the recipe right along with our special “Chef”.  

 
All you need to do is bring the ingredients and then bake at home.  

 
We thought it would be fun to have the 7th and 8th graders join us.                                               

They’ll take their goodies to the senior assisted living homes on Sunday March 17th,              
doing delicious mitzvot! 

 
RSVP for this special event. We will send you the ingredients list. 

 
We look forward to seeing you at CDT on March 14th @ 7pm 
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Caring Committee 

At any moment you may find yourself, your family, or your friends in need  
of a  helping hand, and the CDT Caring Committee is here for you!  Acts of 
loving kindness are our specialty, and we are here for congregants who 
may need help getting through difficult situations.   

 

                                          The Caring Committee’s ability to help starts with you!  If you or someone 
you know could use some support, please reach out to us and let us know what’s going on. We will 
work closely with Rabbi Jordan and the staff to help us be successful in providing for the needs of 
our congregants. Our committee’s goal is to reach out to every congregant who may need us!   
 

If you or someone you know is mourning, undergoing surgery, recovering from an accident or ill-
ness, or has something going on in your/their life and could use our assistance, please contact the 
CDT office (770-623-8860), Rabbi Jordan directly (770-623-8860), or Leslie Fox, Caring Committee 
Chair (678-296-4646), and let us know. It’s so important that we, as a congregational community, 
care for one another.  
 

If you have any questions, or would like to be a part of the Caring Committee please let us know.   
 

Leslie Fox  
 

Caring Committee Chair 
678-296-4646 

  

 

If you have been to a Friday night Shabbat service   
recently, surely you have noticed the enhanced      
Oneg Shabbat following the service. Our goal is        
to match the beauty of Shabbat and to make our    
Shabbat experience together special. 

 

 
 

QUALIFICATIONS: Desire to perform a mitzvah and demonstrate that our CDT          
community is truly a congregational family that feels responsible for one another. 
 

JOB (aka MITZVAH) DESCRIPTION: 

 One or two Fridays a year, pick up the order that is set aside for CDT at Publix at Alpharetta 
Commons (Old Milton and Kimball Bridge) and bring it to the CDT kitchen anytime between 
10:00AM and 6:15PM on that Friday. 

 Plate the food for that evening’s Oneg Shabbat. Instructions will be provided to make it easy. 
  

Note: You will not have to place the order or pay for the food and drinks. 
 

Please email Sherry and Ruthie at oneg@dortamid.com to let us know we can count on you. 

HELP WANTED: Oneg Ozrim (Helpers) 



 

 

Primetimers 
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Our Kosher Deli night organized by Harriet Jacobs was a huge success. The food was plentiful and   
delicious. The rye bread and the rugelach were freshly baked. Conversations filled the room, and  
everyone had a delightful evening. There were over 40 people in attendance, and this will definitely 
become an annual event. Thank you so much Harriet and Jerry.  
 

On Sunday, March 3 at 3pm, the Sounds of Sawnee Community Concert Band will be performing       
a Celtic Concert at Sexton Hall Enrichment Center, located at 2125 Chloe Road in Cumming. The      
concert cost $7 in advance or $10 at the door.  You are responsible for purchasing your own      
tickets. There will be an intermission with free refreshments. After the concert we will be going       
to Noosh Kitchen, located at 11800 Douglas Road in Johns Creek, for dinner.  Please RSVP to          
bonnieharvey1@yahoo.com if you will be joining us for dinner. See the flyer for more details.  
 

On Sunday, April 21, we will be serving dinner at the Zaban Shelter. Bonnie Harvey has graciously 
volunteered to cook the meal. We just need volunteers to go down and serve the food.  Please  
RSVP to bonnieharvey1@yahoo.com if you can help us. Please keep in mind that it is Easter Sunday.   
 

          May 18 — Progressive Dinner 
 

If you have any questions and/or want to suggest some fun events, please email me at 
moved2ga@bellsouth.net or call 404-668-1135. 
 

Carol Kovar 

mailto:bonnieharvey1@yahoo.com
mailto:bonnieharvey1@yahoo.com
mailto:moved2ga@bellsouth.net
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Donations 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Many thanks — תודה רבה 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Steve & Jodi Wolfe 

   — in memory of Jay Levie 
 

Cantorial Discretionary Fund 

Barbara Kirshenbaum 

   — in memory of David Levine 

Caryn & Cory Davis 

   — in memory of Bob Cooperman 

Tree of Life 

Alan & Shelly Pomerance 

   — in honor of Ben Allen becoming           

        a Bar Mitzvah 

 

Building Fund 

Ginny & Tim Dewey 

   — in memory of Bob Kraselsky 

Sherry & Sheldon Fages 

   — in memory of Geraldine Siegel 

 

Gan Tamid 

Dan & Wendy Rosen 

   — in memory of Jay Levie 

Lesley Radov 

   — in honor of Toby Lerner becoming 

       a Bar Mitzvah  

Social Action Fund 

Steve & Jodi Wolfe 

 

Yahrzeit Fund 

Ron & Betty Kurtz 

   — in memory of Bessie Kurtz 

Barbara Kirshenbaum 

   — in memory of David Levine 

Irwin & Ethel Rubenstein 

   — in memory of Anita Rubenstein 

Jeff & Pam Freedman 

   — in memory of Dorothy Freedman 

 

Oneg Fund 

Ruthie Cohen 

   — in memory of Kenny Cohen 

Marty & Caren Levine 

   — in memory of Anne Schuler 

 

Education Fund 

Karen & Ken Griffey 

   — in memory of Jacqueline Salaman 

Kelly & Alan Mishkoff 

   — in memory of Zachary Mishkoff 

 

Caring Committee 

Nadine & Stephen Snow 

   — in memory of Sidney Senzer 

May his memory be for a blessing. 

Lisa Oxman and Family, on the passing of Lisa’s father, 
Jay Levie 

February 24, 2019 

Condolences 
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Donations 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Many thanks — תודה רבה 

Rachel & Scott Allen 

Ann & Stan Bassell 

Janet & Perry Beard 

Larry Benator 

Jackie & Larry Berger 

Audrey & Angelo Capozzoli 

Ashley & Tyler Chenault 

Ruthie Cohen 

     — in memory of  

         Kenny Cohen 

Art & Leslie Criden 

     — in memory of  

         Sam Criden 

Caryn & Cory Davis 

Marty & Irene Duke 

Amy & Adam Feingold 

Leslie & Gregg Fox 

Lynda Galler 

Tina & Kevin Goldberg 

Hank & Lauren Grossman 

Suszanne & David Grosswald 

Julianne & Gary Hahn 

Ruth & Greg Hartman 

 

 

 
 

Jim & Lauren Misrahi 

Paul & Lisanne Nozick 

Rabbi Jordan Ottenstein           

& Marni Phon 

Laura & Scott Palgon 

Molly & Sharon Peled 

Alan & Shelly Pomerance 

     — in honor of Ben Allen 

         becoming a Bar Mitzvah      

Lesley Radov 

Marci & Mike Risner 

Sharon Rocco 

Jodi & Chris Rosa 

Dan & Wendy Rosen 

Seth Ruzi & Mayra Ortiz 

Mitch & Lisa Skyer 

Keith & Tara Spolan 

Tracy & Gregg Tavani 

Jim & Lori Temples 

Gerald & Marion Waldbaum 

Ruthanne & Larry Warnick 

Steve & Jodi Wolfe 

Mike & Amy Zuspan 

Ron & Bonnie Harvey 

Stacey Jahanfar 

Doug & Mary Frances Katz 

Jason & Lorra Kurtz 

Ron & Betty Kurtz 

     — in memory of 

         Ham & Bessie Kurtz  

         Alex & Ida Dochen 

Steve & Susan Kushins 

     — in honor of 

         Rob Lederman 

Rob & Michele Lederman 

Janet & Joel Levy 

Sheri & Glen Lew 

Linda & Scott Lusins 

https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=RfZeYu
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Lifelong Learning 



 

 

Our B’nai Mitzvah 

       Benjamin Allen 
  

Ben is a 7
th
 grade honors student at River Trail Middle School. His           

favorite subjects are history and science, but really his favorite part of      
the day is lunch. Ben enjoys hanging out with his friends and playing     
soccer, basketball, and many other sports. He also loves video games    

and recently, with the help of his brother, built his own gaming computer.   

Ben has enjoyed volunteering at The Cohen Home this past year with his 7
th
 grade religious school 

class and plans to continue to volunteer at the Cohen home as part of his Bar Mitzvah tikkun olam/
social action project.  He would also like to get involved in other social action projects at his school 
and Congregation Dor Tamid.   

      Brooke Hartman 
 

Brooke is a 7
th 

grader at River Trail Middle School. She plays percussion  
in her school’s concert band and is part of the Jr. Beta Club at her school. 
Brooke enjoys baking, traveling with her family, musical theatre, and  
hanging out with her friends. She goes to URJ Camp Coleman, a Jewish 
sleepaway camp, and has gone there for the past 5 years.  
 

For her tikkun olam/social action project she did various community service and volunteering       
activities. Some include: serving food at a homeless shelter, packaging and sorting food at the    
Atlanta Community Food Bank, and helping out at Congregation Dor Tamid. Family and friends 
could pledge any amount of money per hour of service she did or make a flat donation. All of the 
proceeds will be donated to the Camp Coleman performing arts fund.   

          Hope Mishkoff 
  

Hope is a 7
th
 grader at The Davis Academy Middle School, where she enjoys 

learning, performing in the school play, and playing volleyball. Outside of school, 
Hope enjoys playing golf, doing yoga, and hanging out with her friends. 

For her tikkun olam/social action project, Hope, with the help of her friends,    
will be working to clean up trash through the Rivers Alive Program. The mission 
of Rivers Alive is to create awareness of and involvement in the preservation of 
Georgia's water 
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We are looking for               
volunteers in the CDT office! 

 

If you have some time to help in the 
office by greeting visitors, answering phones, and performing various office duties, 
let us know. It’s a great way to get to know our staff, as well as fellow congregants 
who come to the office.  

We’ll add your name to the distribution list for the SignUpGenius online  scheduler. 
The calendar will be sent out monthly, and you simply sign up      for the three-hour 
shifts you want that month.  

Please email Leslie Fox at gafoxes@bellsouth.net to be added                                                            
to the distribution or ask questions.   

mailto:gafoxes@bellsouth.net


 

 

For Our Littlest People 
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Join Us for  
 

PLAY TAMID 
 

and  
 

TOT SHABBAT 
 

this month! 
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In the Community 

The 2019 JCC Maccabi Games® will call Atlanta home for just the second time         
in the history of the competition, with more than 1,600 participants, ranging from       
12-16 years old, to fill out a field of 13 sports.  

 

Hosted by the Marcus Jewish Community Center of Atlanta, the 2019 JCC    
Maccabi Games® will include a full range of events, including Olympic-style 
opening and closing ceremonies and a community service day. These events 
each aim to bring the Atlanta JewiCommunity together for a week of spirit, 
friendship, and celebration. 
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Opportunities are now available                
for athletes, coaches,                                       

volunteers and host families.  
 

If you’re interested in getting involved, please 
fill out our GENERAL INTEREST FORM     

and we’ll be in touch!  

https://atlmaccabi2019.org/contact/
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Visit us on the web to see how it works 

Dan@djrphotography.com 

 

Daniel Rosen, Owner 

CDT Member 

404.900.0675 

 
JAC is a multicultural Childcare Facility located at 

Congregation Dor Tamid in Johns Creek.  
 

At JAC students learn about different cultures,  
languages and traditions. Students learn to be more inde-

pendent, more creative and social. Though the school 
year has already started, it’s not to late to  

enroll your child. Call now to find out about any  
promotions we are running.  

At JAC your child will learn in  
Hebrew and English!  

 
Schedule your tour today at 770.321.8484  

(ext:1 or 3)  
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2018-19 Board of Directors and Staff 

Staff        Senior Rabbi          Jordan M. Ottenstein, RJE 
       Cantorial Soloist         Mike Zuspan 
       Education Director          Molly Peled 
       Executive Director           Stacey Jahanfar 
       Rabbi’s Assistant and    
             B’nai Mitzvah Coordinator       Ruthanne Warnick 
       CDTTY Advisor           Sam Latsch 
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Executive Committee        
   

President          Dan Rosen    
COO            Fred Green    
Finance VP         Art Criden    
Operations VP     Doug Katz    
Education VP     Penny Blitzer       
Marketing VP     Debra Kerr    
Secretary       Jackie Berger      
Presidential Appointee  Rachel Allen 
Past President     Rob Lederman 

Trustees 
 
 Fundraising/Campaigns  Jodi Rosa 
 Ritual            Lisa Oxman 
 Membership        Steve Wolfe 
 Trustee-at-Large      Larry Benator 
 Sisterhood       Lisa Danzig 
 Men’s Club       TBD 


