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Dear friends, 

As June has now arrived, I can’t begin to tell you how excited 
I am. In just a few short weeks, I will have the privilege of, 
once again, serving on the faculty of a residential Jewish   
summer camp. While I will be at the URJ Camp Coleman this 
summer (with a stop at Camp Barney as well), kids from CDT 
will be attending or working at Coleman, Barney, Judea, Blue 
Star, Alterman, In the City, and 6 Points, to name just a 
few. All of our kids are sure to have an amazing summer at 

their particular camp, which will help them grow as individuals and as Jewish 
young people.   

What is it about Jewish camps that make them so successful at instilling in 
children Jewish identities so deep that they last a lifetime? “Each camp has a 
very strong and intentional culture, camp by camp. Camp’s power to socialize 
young Jews–How do I be a Jew? How do I be a member of the Jewish       
community?–depends on this culture,” said Amy L. Sales, co-author with 
Leonard Saxe of How Goodly Are Thy Tents: Summer Camps as Jewish      
Socializing Experiences. “Culture encompasses everything, from how the    
Sabbath is observed to never deviating from grilled cheese on Mondays.” 

Our kids will have the opportunity to live their lives embodying this culture, 
which is filled with Jewish values, lessons, and Torah. Judaism, at camp,     
allows our kids to see that Judaism can truly impact each part of their lives in 
truly meaningful ways. And this interaction with Judaism is truly successful in 
growing Jewish youth into active Jewish adults. Studies have shown that camp 
(along with peer trips to Israel) is one of the main things that can help instill 
lifelong Jewish commitment in our young people. 

The challenge, then, is bringing that feeling home when they return. So, I  
challenge each of us, especially those who have kids at camp this summer,     
to explore our own Jewish lives and see how we can increase our connection 
to Judaism on a daily basis, whether we are at CDT, at home, at camp, or     
anywhere else. 

Have a great summer! 

Rabbi Jordan  

 

Rabbinic Reflections 

CDT Business Operating Hours  

Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Friday  9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Friday Services                   7:30 PM 
 
Wednesday Torah Study   11:00AM   

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1584653477/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1584653477&linkCode=as2&tag=myjewishlearn-20&linkId=C3LBSKLACBCCZUUM
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1584653477/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1584653477&linkCode=as2&tag=myjewishlearn-20&linkId=C3LBSKLACBCCZUUM


 

 

 

Summer is upon us! My favorite part of the year. You can drive from      
CDT to Buckhead in only 30 minutes. The pools are open. Schools are     
out. Summer camp is starting. Vacations are underway. Still, there’s plenty        
of activity in and around CDT planning for our new year ahead.  

Rabbi Jordan and Mike Zuspan are busy with preparations for the High    
Holy Days. I am always amazed at how much planning goes into these     
services and all of our High Holy Day activities. You may have heard that 
we are developing a new concept for Rosh Hashanah services this year. In 
addition to our traditional service, Rabbi Jordan and Mike have envisioned 
an additional option of a more creative, music-infused Rosh Hashanah     

service. I am excited to be a part of this new concept for CDT and hope to see many of you 
there as well. Also, this summer, Rabbi Jordan (along with Noah and Kaden!) will again pay a 
visit to our kids at both Camp Coleman and Camp Barney Medintz. Mike will be participating 
in the ACC-GTM Convention, which is being held in Atlanta later this month. During the   
convention, on June 25 at The Temple, Mike will be co-leading t’filah and participating in    
the concert that will follow.  

CDT’s religious school is out until our new year begins on September 8. That gives Molly the 
time she needs to plan for the new year. She is busy with registration, planning the curriculum, 
organizing the madrichim program, and simply running CDT’s world class religious school. If 
you have not registered your child for religious school yet, it is not too late. Molly has made it 
extremely easy for you to sign up. Simply go to CDT’s online home page (www.dortamid.org) 
and click on the “registration flyer” in the top right corner.  

Keeping CDT running is no easy task, but Stacey and Ruthanne are definitely up for the    
challenge. Stacey is currently working on getting membership statements out to each family. 
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to Stacey if you have any questions about your statement.  
Ruthanne is busy with upcoming B’nai Mitzvah and High Holy Day preparations, coordination 
of CDT’s security team’s efforts, and working with Scott Brown and Mitch Skyer on CDT’s 
endowment fund and future campaigns.   
 
Your Board of Directors is focused on onboarding new board members and setting new      
goals and programs for the next fiscal year. I would sincerely like to thank Penny Blitzer,   
Fred Green, Lisa Oxman, Debra Kerr, and Stephen Wolfe for their commitment to CDT’s 
Board of Directors and helping make CDT a stronger congregation.  

Lastly, I often talk about the budget and raising funds for CDT, but without dedicated          
volunteers like so many of you, we would not be able to succeed. To all of you who have    
given your time, energy, and monetary contributions to CDT this fiscal year, THANK YOU 
for all you do. We are blessed to have you part of our wonderful CDT family.  

B’ Shalom,  

Dan 

President’s Message 
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https://www.dortamid.org/


 

 

Cantorial Soloist’s Message 

Shalom chaveirm – Hello my friends, 

I hope this mail finds you well and enjoying the summer. This month, I will be attending the ACC – GTM 
(American Conference of Cantors – Guild of Temple Musicians) annual convention. How wonderful that 
it is being held in Atlanta this year! For me, this is an opportunity to hear beautiful voices sing beautiful 
synagogue music – some of which, I will bring back to our congregation and introduce throughout the 
year. It will be a chance to connect with colleagues and discuss our shared experiences. I will have a 
chance to learn and study with a group of dedicated and talented clergy and musicians. For me, the 
most important experience that I am looking forward to will be to pray in new and creative ways. Each 
morning and evening of the convention, we will pray together. Even more, each service will be led by 
different cantors, soloists, and musicians. They will each bring with them their own musical and spiritual 
identities that they will then offer as leaders of prayer. And then – we, a large group of trained and     
experienced singers and musicians, will be the congregation. Can you imagine the sounds? This year, I 
will be co-leading the evening prayer service, maariv, with Cantor Rachel Gottlieb Kalmowitz of Temple 
Beth El in Bloomfield, MI, on Tuesday, June 25th at The Temple in downtown Atlanta. The service will be 
followed by a Cantorial Concert. I invite you all to attend! Imagine – so many talented cantors, soloists, 
and musicians from all over giving a concert in our city. When is this likely to happen again? Further     
details can be found on our website and on the flyer in this newsletter. I hope you will come. 

Shalom, 

Mike Zuspan 
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Education Director’s Message 
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We did it! The last day of religious school was a success!  

I have to admit that on the last day of school I had very mixed feelings. Completing anything is  
always satisfying, especially when you complete it successfully. On the other hand, I am going      
to miss the students' hugs and smiles every Sunday. I am especially going to miss our Senior 
Madrichim: Danielle Gioia, Justin Lederman, Justin Zandstra, Olivia Ettenger, Alana Green,      
Will Frontman, Jenna Kirshner and Jared Skyer.  This amazing group of young adults has helped 
shape the look of our CDT religious school. I wish you all good luck on your new journeys.  

What keeps me going is knowing that there is always another year ahead of us. Another year of 
learning and experiencing together. My job this summer is to make sure that the year ahead is as 
good as the previous year, if not better. We have a lot to look forward to. Next year will bring a new 
curriculum for the 9th graders about the Middle East conflict and a new program called Shinshinim, 
plus new teachers and lots more. Shinshinim is an elite gap-year program bringing amazing young 
Israelis to Atlanta to bring a taste of Israeli life and culture into our schools and community. 

Thank you to my amazing staff who do this job because they love it, they love the kids, and they 
believe that it is a true mitzvah to educate our future generations about their Jewish heritage. It is 
my pleasure to announce that as of the last day of religious school we already have 94 students en-
rolled for next year, 2019-2020! That’s an amazingly high number considering we hadn’t even fin-
ished school yet Thank you to those who have already registered, and thank you to those who will 
register in the near future. Your support means so much to me! 

I wish you all a fun and safe summer. Can’t wait to see you all back on September 8th! 

Molly 

Molly Peled, Education Director 
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           Please Join Us this Summer 

for early Shabbat Services on select Friday nights 

*  *  June 21, July 19, August 30  *  * 

6:00PM - Pre-service Oneg Shabbat 

6:30PM - Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
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Donations 

 Many thanks — תודה רבה 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Lauren & Fred Green 

Jackie & Larry Berger 

Lesley Radov 

Marianna & Lenny Rosen 

Bonnie & Ron Harvey 

 — in memory of Karen Finkelstein 
 

Ken Kurzweil 

 — in memory of Gerald Waldbaum 
 

Sharon Rocco 

 — in honor of her sister Jolie Tartini for   

    Book of Life entry and Hebrew naming 
 

Terry & Fred Segal 

 — in honor of the aufruf of Sascha Segal                 

 and Ross Balan 
 

Cantorial Discretionary Fund 

Nancy & Steve Mittler 

 — in memory of Karen Finkelstein 
 

Terry & Fred Segal 

 — in honor of the aufruf and wedding of 

 Sascha Segal and Ross Balan  
 

Caring Committee 

Leslie Penuel 

Jody & Steve Jones 

 — in memory of Karen Finkelstein 
 

Leslie Penuel 

 — in memory of James Penuel 
 

Leslie Penuel 

 — in memory of Bertha Wolf 
 

Religious School Scholarship Fund 

Sherry & Sheldon Fages 

 — in memory of Karen Finkelstein 

 

General Fund 

The Kaiser Family 

 — in memory of Arlene Kaiser 
 

Ethel & Irwin Rubenstein 

 — in memory of Gerald Waldbaum 
 

Carolyn Dangoor 

Kathy & Philip Andrews 

Linda & Neil Lesser 

Lisa Haynor 

Enid & Darryl Berman 

Ethel & Irwin Rubenstein 

Irene & Marty Duke 

Edith & Stephen April 

Jane & Donald Radman 

Rosalind Perell and Family 

Roberta & Gordon Goldman 

Lydia & Harvey Friedman 

Elizabeth Dougherty 

 — in memory of Karen Finkelstein 
 

Meridith & Jeff Kaiser 

 — in memory of Muriel Merlin 
 

Beverly & Tom Mahone 

 — in memory of Marcia Bronstein 
 

Irene & Marty Duke 

 — in memory of Gerald Waldbaum 
 

Yahrzeit Fund 

Denise & Marc Abramow 

 — in memory of Karen Finkelstein 
 

Larry Benator 

 — in memory of Morris Benator 
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Many thanks — תודה רבה 

 

Beautification Fund 

Nancy & Steve Mittler 

Jacqueline Kuschner 

Sharon Rocco 

Deyanira Gonzalez 

Lesley Radov 

Suzie & Anthony Gioia 

Michelle & Evan Bruck 

 — in honor of Ruthie Cohen’s 75th birthday 
 

Tree of Life Engraved Leaf 

Ethel & Irwin Rubenstein 

 — in honor of the 25th anniversary of 

 Howie & Rita Rubenstein 

 

Oneg Fund 

Ruthie Cohen 

 — in memory of Gerald Waldbaum 
 

Janet & Joel Levy 

 — in honor of Ruthie Cohen’s 75th birthday 
 

Marcie & Mike Risner 

 — in honor of Ruthie Cohen’s 75th birthday 

 

Gan Tamid Fund 

Wendy & Dan Rosen 

 — in memory of Karen Finkelstein 
   

Education Fund 

Amy Brownstein 

 — in honor of Ruthie Cohen’s 75th birthday 
 

Ann & Stan Bassell 

 — in honor of a speedy recovery to                            

 Irwin Rubenstein 

 

In Honor of Rabbi Jordan’s Birthday 

Penny and Gary Blitzer 

Scott and Dory Brown 

Audrey and Angelo Capozzoli 

Ashley and Tyler Chenault 

Rabbi Norman Cohen 

Ruthie Cohen 

Bryan and Michelle Debowsky 

Leslie and Gregg Fox 

Lynda Galler 

Stephanie and Charles Greene 

Lori and Matt Herman 

Rob and Michele Lederman 

Rabbi Ken Kanter 

Doug and Mary Frances Katz 

Joan and Howard Katz 

Randi Kennedy 

Rabbi Craig Marantz 

Marni and Keith Mendel 

Dorothy Nieciecki 

Rabbi Jordan Ottenstein and Marni Phon 

Lisa and Ian Oxman 

Shoshanna Pass 

Michelle and David Pomerantz 

Marci and Mike Risner 

Jodi and Chris Rosa 

Scott and Dana Rothenberg 

Marty and Denae Rubinson 

Howie and Rita Rubenstein 

Kathleen and Rob Sable 

Lisa and Mitch Skyer 

Rabbi Susan Talve 

Rabbi Michael Weinstein 

Steve and Jodi Wolfe 



 

 

Primetimers 
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Thanks go out to Ethel and Irwin Rubenstein for organizing our May event. Dinner   

at Longhorn Steak House was delicious and the Ludwig Symphony Orchestra was 

amazing. 

The Primetimers have had a wonderful year. Thank you all for helping us be        

successful. 

I have been organizing events for the Primetimers for several years, and I am 

ready to pass the baton. If you have any interest in heading this fun committee that 

includes a great team of people, please email me at moved2ga@bellsouth.net or 

call me 404-668-1135. 

Carol Kovar  

Our B’nai Mitzvah 

           Eric Shuster  
 

Eric is a 7th grader at River Trail Middle School. When not playing video 
games or watching You Tube videos, he enjoys taking improvisational classes  
at Atlanta Workshop Players and playing board games. From May to October, 
he spends his Saturday mornings at the Alpharetta Farmers Market visiting the 
local venders and and sampling their treats. 

For his tikkun olam/social project, he volunteers at the animal shelter FurKids 
where he walks, feeds, and washes the dogs along with their toys and beds.     
He also collects and donates dog supplies and products. He chose this as his 
mitzvah project because of his love of animals, as well as the experience of    
being responsible. 

             Daniel Feingold 
   

Daniel is a rising eighth-grade student at River Trail Middle School. He is 
thoughtful, funny, and kind. Daniel enjoys reading, history, and playing   
video and board games with friends and family. Daniel enjoys spending 
summers at the Miami JCC with his sister, Ella, and in Pittsburgh with his 
cousins, Toby and Jessie. 

For his tikkun olam/social action project, Daniel will be volunteering with        
Lift Up Atlanta to help provide school supplies to students in need. He  be-
lieves that a good education is something everyone deserves and this project 
will help enhance learning opportunities for others. In addition to his project, 
Daniel is donating a portion of his Bar Mitzvah gifts to charity. 

mailto:moved2ga@bellsouth.net


 

 

May their memories be for a blessing. 

Condolences 
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There is a bin at CDT, so when    
you are able please donate to   

this much needed cause.      
 

Big or small, it all helps. 

 

Jennifer & Chris Hall, Beverly & Tom Mahone, and their family,  

on the passing of Jennifer’s mother and Beverly’s sister, 

Karen Finkelstein 

April 30, 2019 

 
Marion Waldbaum and family, on the passing of Marion’s husband, 

Gerald (Gerry) Waldbaum 

May 19, 2019 

Sisterhood has a year-round 
partnership with                                 
Helping Mamas.  

Thanks to everyone who has      
donated baby items so far. 
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Caring Committee 

At any moment you may find yourself, your family, or your friends in need  
of a  helping hand, and the CDT Caring Committee is here for you!  Acts of 
loving kindness are our specialty, and we are here for congregants who 
may need help getting through difficult situations.   

 

                                          The Caring Committee’s ability to help starts with you!  If you or someone 
you know could use some support, please reach out to us and let us know what’s going on. We will 
work closely with Rabbi Jordan and the staff to help us be successful in providing for the needs of 
our congregants. Our committee’s goal is to reach out to every congregant who may need us!   
 

If you or someone you know is mourning, undergoing surgery, recovering from an accident or ill-
ness, or has something going on in your/their life and could use our assistance, please contact the 
CDT office (770-623-8860), Rabbi Jordan directly (770-623-8860), or Leslie Fox, Caring Committee 
Chair (678-296-4646), and let us know. It’s so important that we, as a congregational community, 
care for one another.  
 

If you have any questions, or would like to be a part of the Caring Committee please let us know.   
 

Leslie Fox  
 

Caring Committee Chair 
678-296-4646 



 

 

For Our Littlest People 
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Join Us for  
 

PLAY TAMID 
 

and  
 

TOT SHABBAT 
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The JCC Maccabi Games in Atlanta will require the guiding hands                                                                   
of more than 1,500 volunteers.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From administration to athletics – and everything in between – there are                        
opportunities to fit your interest and talent. All volunteers must be                                          

18 years old or older as of July 28, 2019 for daytime shifts and                                                
21 years old or older to volunteer for evening events. 

 

Register today at www.atlmaccabi2019.org/signup/ 

http://www.atlmaccabi2019.org/signup/
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Visit us on the web to see how it works 

Dan@djrphotography.com 

 

Daniel Rosen, Owner 

CDT Member 

404.900.0675 

 
JAC is a multicultural Childcare Facility located at 

Congregation Dor Tamid in Johns Creek.  
 

At JAC students learn about different cultures,  
languages and traditions. Students learn to be more inde-

pendent, more creative and social. Though the school 
year has already started, it’s not to late to  

enroll your child. Call now to find out about any  
promotions we are running.  

At JAC your child will learn in  
Hebrew and English!  

 
Schedule your tour today at 770.321.8484  

(ext:1 or 3)  
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2018-19 Board of Directors and Staff 

Staff         
 
 Senior Rabbi          Jordan M. Ottenstein, RJE 
       Cantorial Soloist         Mike Zuspan 
       Education Director          Molly Peled 
       Executive Director           Stacey Jahanfar 
       Administrative and 
      B’nai Mitzvah Coordinator   Ruthanne Warnick 
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        Executive Committee     
      

President          Dan Rosen    
COO            Fred Green    
Finance VP         Art Criden    
Operations VP     Doug Katz    
Education VP     Penny Blitzer       
Marketing VP     Debra Kerr    
Secretary       Jackie Berger      
Presidential Appointee  Rachel Allen 
Past President     Rob Lederman 

Trustees 
 
 Fundraising/Campaigns  Jodi Rosa 
 Ritual            Lisa Oxman 
 Membership        Steve Wolfe 
 Trustee-at-Large      Larry Benator 
 Sisterhood       Lisa Danzig 
 Men’s Club       TBD 


