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Shalom chaveirim - hello my friends,  

Happy secular new year to you and your loved ones! I hope that 
this next secular year brings you and yours many opportunities 
to experience joy and fulfillment in all that you do.  

At our recent Ritual Committee meeting we began by studying 
the concept of “ritual” in Jewish life. While we observed that   
rituals do not have an actual effect on the real world, in that a  
ritual does not change the world in the same way as giving    

charity or providing healing medicine to the sick, rituals can play a  vital role in our 
spiritual lives. For most of us, our daily tasks rarely, if ever, provide us the           
opportunity to experience the extraordinary or, if you will, the divine. Our days are 
often divided into what may feel as one mundane task after another. Daily, we are 
challenged to wake up, get moving, feed ourselves or others, get to where we are 
going (school, work, appointments and so forth), get home, prepare for the next 
day, and then try to get some sleep. These tasks are often interrupted by other 
tasks - paying bills, fixing things that have broken, hiring people to fix things that 
have broken, grocery shopping, cleaning, cooking, and so forth. Sometimes, just 
trying to find a moment to breathe seems impossible. And of course, most days 
are a repeat of the previous day’s tasks. Yes, we are able to schedule social time, 
find some entertainment, visit with family, and travel on vacation. But still, mostly 
we are consumed with these never ending daily requirements. It is all to easy for 
each of us to forget that we are more than mere humans simply trying to keep up 
with life.  

In the coming weeks, we will read the thrilling story from our Torah of the          
Israelite’s redemption from slavery in Egypt. This epic story culminates in perhaps 
the single most powerful moment in our Jewish history when we receive the     
Torah from God at Mount Sinai. This story is filled with bravery, persistence,      
belief, and ultimately a deep connection with the divine that has sustained us for 
thousands of years. And while most of us are at least somewhat familiar with this 
story, it is a challenge, to say the least, for us to find it’s relevance in our daily lives 
- lives that are quite often filled to the brim with the tedious nature of our          
relentless daily duties. With all that we do every day, where can we turn to for a 
sense of miraculous? Where can we find the divine? How can we find these    
transcendent moments that deep down we sense are missing?  
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It is in our Jewish rituals that we find these moments - these windows to our souls, these glimpses of the     
divine. Take, for instance, our Torah service on Shabbat. From the moment we are asked to rise as the Ark is 
opened, to the procession of the Torah around the sanctuary floor, we are meant be experiencing what it 
might have been like to be at Mount Sinai receiving the Torah. When we celebrate Sukkot, we (with a little 
imagination) experience what it might have been like to lie down at night in the desert, looking up at the stars 
through a makeshift roof that sits atop of a temporary structure, wondering about our futures after having 
just been freed from slavery. These and other Jewish rituals, if we let them, can allow us to get in touch with 
our ancestor’s extraordinary experiences and, with a little imagination, awaken in us those same moments of 
spirituality - those divine moments that we seek and often struggle to find as we go about our daily lives. 

This month at CDT, on January 24th, we will celebrate Tu Bishvat, when we will, through a beautiful and      
inspiring ritual, enjoy our connection to the earth’s natural cycle of growth and experience how our             
connection to trees is vital to our existence. After all, the Torah is called a Tree Of Life for good reason. In    
addition, on erev shabbat January 26th, we will celebrate Shabbat Shirah - the Sabbath of Song (one of our 
wonderful “Musical Shabbatot”), during which we will re-experience our ancestor’s crossing of the Sea of 
Reeds and their joyful celebration of freedom. Please make it a point to join us - and don’t forget to bring with 
you your imagination! 

 

L ’Shalom, 

 

Mike Zuspan 

Cantorial Soloist  

  

Cantorial Soloist’s Message, cont. 
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President’s Message 
Shalom Friends and Happy Holidays!! 
 
It has been such a great month here at CDT. I have enjoyed meeting new friends and 
members and spending time with so many of you! One of the highlights of this month was 
our annual CDT Chanukah Celebration. We had such a wonderful time celebrating the  
festival of lights with amazing food and music, candle lighting, creating LEGO menorahs 
donated by our amazing Men’s Club, and of course the highlight of the evening being the 

infamous gelt drop.   
 
As many of you know, Rabbi Jordan has started his sabbatical. We know that he will use this time to study, 
renew, and reflect and we just want to remind you that if you need anything, Mike, Stacey, Jessica, and I are 
here for you. Please make sure to reach out to Mike with any specific pastoral care needs and to Stacey for 
any office related matters. In addition, you can always reach out to Jessica regarding religious school or    
programming and of course, I am glad to help you with any concerns or questions that you might have.   
 
I wanted to give you all an update on the success of our High Holy Day Appeal.  As I stated in my letter to the 
congregation over a month ago, we had one of our most successful appeals to date and raised well over our 
$36,000 challenge to meet our match. I mentioned to you that we would be donating some of the amount 
that we raised over our goal to the Jewish Federation’s “Support Israel Emergency Campaign”. I am so 
pleased to let you know that we will be donating $1500 from CDT to the Jewish Federation in support of   
Israel. We can only do this because of your generous support! Israel continues to need our support and I am 
honored that we can do this together as a community.   
 
As we wrap up this holiday season, I hope that you all had a very Happy Chanukah and continue to have a 
Happy Holiday season, as I know so many of our families celebrate a number of traditions this time of 
year!! In addition, I wish you all a Happy New Year!! May this New Year bring health and happiness to you 
and all of your loved ones! 
 
Rachel 



 

 

Religious school may have had a short month, but December was a lot of fun!  

Our 3rd, 4th, & 5th grades attended their combined class shabbat dinner, and we broke 
bread with over 50 people! Our 2nd, 3rd, & 4th grades Social Event Painting party was a 
huge success! Over 20 religious school kiddos attended and painted the most beautiful 
Chanukah snowmen ever! Religious school Sundays in December were filled with     
Chanukah stories, crafts, and yummy snacks! Our 7th grade Mitzvot class planned and 

executed our 1st annual CDT Maccabiah Games for the entire school with relays, games, 
spirit, and a ton of silly and fun activities! We celebrated with popcorn, sufganiyot and our special Chanukah 
juice (blue punch)!  

A HUGE THANK YOU to our Ed Committee chair Sheri Gable, her committee, and our parent volunteers for 
coordinating a luxurious coffee bar and breakfast buffet for our dedicated staff of teachers and Madrichim! 

CDT’s Chanukah Party was well attended and fun for all ages! Lego menorahs were a big hit! Kol Sasson       
performed, and the gelt drop went off without a hitch! 

HAPPY CHANUKAH & A PEACEFUL 2024 FOR ALL! 

 

Jessica Grabowski 

Director of Jewish Education and Lifelong Learning 
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Interim Director of Jewish Life & Learning 

Jessica Grabowski 

Lego Chanukah Menorahs 

Coffee Bar & Breakfast 
Buffet 

Fun Craft Activities 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

General Fund 
Allyson Tuckness 
-in honor of The Deitchman Family 
Marty & Irene Duke 
-in memory of Larry Silver 
Scott & Dana Rothenberg  
-in memory of Larry Silver 
Alan & Carol Kovar 
-in memory of Larry Silver 
Robert & Mattye 
-in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Dylan Gertz 
Debbie Rubin 
-in memory of Carmelo Del Valle 
Debbie Rubin 
-in honor of Oakley Mae Williams 
Rabbi Discretionary Fund 
Glen Lew & Sheri Zager-Lew 
-in memory of :  Sara Hegidio 
     Larry Silver 
     Elisabeth Jonas 
     Scott Brown 
Dan & Wendy Rosen 
-in memory of Michael Cattler 
Harriet Jacobs 
-in memory of Jerry Jacobs 
Richard Fiedel & Edie Davis 
-in memory of Pauline Fiedel 
Cantorial Soloist Fund 
David & Charla Weinsier 
-in memory of Larry Silver 
Janet Levy 

Caring Committee 
Larry & Jackie Berger 
-in memory of Larry Silver 
Helene Kraselsky 
-in memory of Noah Plisco 
Chris & Jennifer Hall 
-in memory of Marvin Finkelstein 
Garden Fund 
Lesley Radov 
-in memory of Larry Silver 
High Holy Day Appeal 
Jeff & Kacie Reisman 
Gary & Julianne Hahn 
Stephen Scherer 
Peter & Laura Lehrman 
Adrienne Cohen 
Oneg Fund 
Mike & Marci Risner 
-in memory of Sophie Steinberg 
Beverly Mahone 
-in memory of Marvin Finkelstein 
Sandwich Fund 
Sheldon & Sherry Fages 
Yahrzeit Fund 
Jason & Michelle Hall  
-in memory of William and Mildred Goldberg 
Ron & Bonnie Harvey 
-in memory of Mildred Olson 
Semen Gurvich & Tatyana Lapteva   
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Many Thanks  —  תודה רבה 

 

Carmelo Del Valle 

Father of Cathie Bigman 

Steven Lopater 

Brother of Bob Lopater 

Sara Hegidio 

Mother of Michelle Pomerantz 

We Remember... 

May their memories be a blessing 



 

 

Social Action and Tikkun Olam 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We sold 160+ bracelets and collected  $2300. Thank you SO MUCH to those who purchased bracelets and all 
the excitement about this project. I can’t tell you how wonderful it is to see adults, and especially children,  
wearing the bracelets that we made individually by hand. 
 

MLK Weekend Sunday – January 14th 
We will have lots of activities with the Religious School students on Sunday, January 14th in order to celebrate 
MLK. Please join us and make this inter-generational event successful and help local charities, as well as      
Israel. We are also doing a blood drive at CDT on January 14th starting at 9:30. (Details below) 
 

SPACE (Supportive Parenting for Anxious Child Emotions) – January 21st 
The SPACE program will be helpful for parents of children ages 3 to young adult. The session is open to      
people in the community, so feel free to invite your friends and family. Let us know if you plan to attend and 
invite your friends. (Details below) 
 

 
Also, on 1/21/24 – Homes Against Hunger 
Save your food (cans and boxed – no glass containers) and look for bargains – We will be doing Homes 
Against Hunger on 1/21/24. More information to come! 
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     Paula Bloom 

Thank you for supporting our Bracelet Project – with donations going to the Crisis in Israel, the  
Atlanta Community Food Bank Hunger Walk, Breast Cancer Research, and SOJOURN! 



 

 

Sisterhood  
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As we step into this new year of 2024, may it be filled with health, happiness and peace!  
May you be surrounded with the warmth of family and friends! As I reflect over the past 
year, I’m so grateful for our CDT family and the beautiful friendships formed within our 
Sisterhood organization. My 2024 wish is that we can expand our CDT Sisterhood       
membership, provide additional programming that interests all women of Dor Tamid and 
continue to raise funds for a variety of future beautification projects for our CDT home. 

 
In December we enjoyed a fun and meaningful Chanukah party! Dipping desserts into the chocolate fountain, 
lighting the beautiful candles of the Chanukiyot, passing our gifts right and left, and connecting with friends 
while giving back were all highlights of the party! A big THANK YOU to Lisa Skyer, Ruthie Cohen, Caren Kern, 
Natalie Shakhnovsky, Leslie Chaffer, and Alicia Oberhand for managing this wonderful event! A special 
THANK YOU to Marnie Mendel who donated the materials and taught us how to make beautiful Chanukah 
cards that were sent to Israeli soldiers. Four warm, fleece blankets and 134 peanut butter and jelly            
sandwiches for The Sandwich Project were also made that night! Meaningful activities combined with food, 
fun and gifts created a wonderful Chanukah party! Thank you to all who joined us in celebrating Chanukah!  
Here are some pics from this special night! 

Janet Mann 



 

 

Sisterhood/Men’s Club Get Togethers 
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January Happenings 
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Shabbat Corner 



 

 

Connecting Young Families 
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Ongoing  
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Helping Others 
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Helping Others, cont. 

https://track.robly.com/c8672ed2-69d5-4fac-a056-83c6b0dbe03ca16b1ea127b237039299352fc7a6f51a
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Our Advertisers 
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JAC is a multicultural Childcare Facility located at 

Congregation Dor Tamid in Johns Creek.  
 

At JAC students learn about different cultures,  
languages and traditions. Students learn to be more    
independent, more creative and social. Though the 
school year has already started, it’s not to late to  
enroll your child. Call now to find out about any  

promotions we are running.  
At JAC your child will learn in  

Hebrew and English!  
 

Schedule your tour today at 770.321.8484  
(ext:1 or 3)  

 

JAC PRESCHOOL                                                      
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2023-2024 Board of Directors and Staff 
  
  

  Executive Committee 
           
President               Rachel Allen  
Past President        Leslie Fox  
Synagogue Operations VP     Doug Kern  
Finance VP            Marci Risner   
Facilities VP           Doug Katz  
Education VP            Sheri Gable  
Marketing/Communications VP  Michele Lederman  

Trustees 
  
Fundraising           Ashley Chenault 
Ritual              Peter Lehrman 
Membership           Robyn Jacober 
Endowment        Gary Blitzer 
Social Action         Paula Bloom 
Trustee at Large            Denise Deitchman 
Presidential Appointee     Sherry Nemiroff 
Sisterhood          Janet Mann 
Men’s Club        Eric Cole 

 Staff        
 
Senior Rabbi          Jordan M. Ottenstein, RJE 
Cantorial Soloist        Mike Zuspan 
Executive Director           Stacey Jahanfar 
Director of Lifelong Learning   Jessica Grabowski 
Communications Coordinator           Ginny Allen      
CDTTY Advisors        Jaime & Eric Benson 
 


