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Dear friends,
In just a few weeks, we will come to the third of our
three pilgrimage festivals, Shavuot. This holiday,
which celebrates the revelation of Torah on Mt. Sinai,
has a number of different traditions that accompany it.
Putting aside the tradition that many people eat dairy
food (cheesecake, blintzes, etc.), I would like to focus
on two of the customs in this month’s article.
First is the tradition of study. Many midrashic legends
tell the story that the Jewish people were unable to
stay awake all night when the Torah was given and that many fell asleep.
In order to repair this act, the tradition has become to engage in a Tikkun
Leyl Shavuot, a repair of the night of Shavuot spent studying all night.
We won’t be staying up all night, but we will have the opportunity to
learn together as a community. Please join us on Saturday, May 19
from 6:00-8:45PM at Temple Emanuel, where we will join together with
their community and Temple Beth Tikvah for a service, dairy desserts and
schmoozing, and the opportunity to learn from all of the rabbis of the three
synagogues. It will be a fantastic evening of study, snacks, and schmoozing. I hope to see you there.
Second is the tradition of yizkor, remembrance. Many of us, when thinking
of the yizkor service, think about Yom Kippur afternoon. But Shavuot,
along with Passover and Sukkot, also gives us the opportunity to recall
our loved ones lost in a special yizkor service of memory. We will gather
in the CDT sanctuary on Sunday morning, May 20 at 10:30am, to hear the
words of the Ten Commandments, recalling the revelation at Sinai, as well
as to recall all of those who have come before us, who we miss all year,
but especially when the holy days come.
I wish you all a chag sameach and hope to see you all while we celebrate
the festival of Shavuot, as well as throughout the coming month of May.
B’shalom,
Rabbi Jordan

President’s Message
Why do we have an Annual Meeting?
First, it is required in our Congregational By-Laws. Second, it gives our community
a chance to get together to discuss the well-being of our congregation.
At this year’s Annual Meeting, which will be held THIS SUNDAY, May 6, I will
have the pleasure of giving my final “State of the Congregation” message, along
with presenting our slate for the next Board of Directors, some changes to our
By-laws, and of course, our budget for the next fiscal year. We will also have
reports from our current vice presidents and from Rabbi Jordan. Part of our reports
will also be a presentation of the exciting changes coming to our Religious School.
If you have any questions about any of the information you were sent in a recent
blast regarding the Annual Meeting, please feel free to call or email me.
I want to thank Ellen Mayo and her entire Nominating Committee, consisting of
Rachel Allen, Larry Benator, Marty Duke, and Darcy Latzch, for coming up with a slate for the next Board
of Directors that has some fresh faces along with some oldies, but goodies.
I also wish to thank those who helped craft the budget for the upcoming fiscal year — Art Criden, along with
Lynda Galler and the rest of the Budget and Finance Committee, which included Larry Berger, Alan Kovar,
Linday Lusins, Stephen Mittler, Sharon Rocco, Jodi Rosa and Fred Segal. A huge shout out goes to Kerry
Sbat, too!
Thank you also goes to all of the VPs, Committee Chairs , Rabbi Jordan, Cantorial Soloist Mike Zuspan,
Molly Peled, and Ruthanne Warnick for helping with the budget.
This past year we had a hugely successful fundraising campaign. Thanks again to all who participated.
Let’s do it again!!! This time, let’s have a MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN!!! We want each and every one
of you to bring in someone to experience what our community has to offer.
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What do you get out of it?


You get some more of your friends who become members.



You get a referral discount on your dues.



You get bigger and better future programming that comes with a more financially secure community!

In the coming weeks, look for Religious School registration material (hint: in your kids bags on the final day THIS SUNDAY).
I want to welcome some new faces to our community. Stacey Bell started with CDT about a month ago as
one of our custodians. We have also hired Stacey Jahanfar as our new Religious School Assistant/
Communications Coordinator. You probably know Stacey, as she has been one of our phenomenal
Religious School teachers for a number of years. Please stop and say hi to both “Stacey”s!
There are many exciting events coming up, so hop over to the CDT website to check ‘em all out.
www.dortamid.org. Remember, CDT is our community!
As always, let me know if you have any questions or concerns.
B’shalom,
Rob
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at Temple Emanu-El

Cantorial Soloist’s Message

Shalom Friends,
As we near the end of the school year and prepare for summer, in our Jewish calendar we find
ourselves in the midst of the Omer. “What is the Omer?” you ask. The first forty-nine days
between the second day of Passover and the holy day of Shavuot are called the Omer. During
this period of time, each new day is counted at the evening service. A blessing is first recited,
and then the day of the Omer is counted, for example “Today is the 5th (or whatever day it
might be) of the Omer.” If you join us at services, you will be able to count the Omer with us!
So why all this counting?
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Though it is not observed as much in contemporary Jewish life as other holy days, Shavuot is
the celebration of the central event in Jewish history – the giving of the Torah to Moses
and the Jewish people on Mt. Sinai. We are counting up in anticipation of the gift of Torah!
This is one of my favorite holy days. I celebrated becoming a Bar Mitzvah on Shavuot. I
chanted the Ten Commandments (the Torah reading for the first day of Shavuot) and still
do every time I get the chance!
On Erev Shavuot, Jews throughout the world will gather together at home or at a synagogue
to study. Some will study the whole night through! This gathering to study on Shavuot is
called a tikkun. This year, CDT will be joining Temple Beth Tikvah at Temple Emanu-El.
That evening, Saturday, May19th from 6:00 to 8:45pm, our three congregations will join
together for dessert, service, and study. This will be the first time our congregations have
joined together in observance of a Jewish holy day. How great it will be to expand our
community by joining with other congregations in the observance of such a wonderful and
important holy day. I hope that you will be able join us! Look for more information to come.
Kol Tuv – Be Well,
Mike Zuspan
Cantorial Soloist

Donations

Many thanks —

תודה רבה

General Fund
Solomon Danzig — in memory of Hilde Danzig
Stephen Wecksler — in memory of Stanley Myles Wecksler
Melissa Golden — in memory of Herbert Freedman
Irwin Rubenstein—in memory of Louis Rubenstein

Yahrzeit Fund
Martin Levine — in memory of Mollie Levine
Larry Benator — in memory of Morris Benator

Engraved Leaf—Tree of Life
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Havurah — in honor of Reese Pomerantz becoming a bat mitzvah

Caring Committee

Social Action Fund

Sharon Rocco — in memory of Fanny Cohan

Steve & Jodi Wolfe

Education Fund
Ruthie Cohen — in memory of Sam Goldberg
Michelle Hall — in memory of Jerilyn Giwner

Education Director’s Message
Yom Ha Shoah, Yom Ha Zikaron and Yom Ha’Atzmaut. The three Yoms….
Holocaust Memorial Day (Yom Ha Shoah) is the day we remember the six million Jews who were
murdered just for being Jewish; Israel’s Memorial Day (Yom Ha Zikaron) is the day of remembrance
for the fallen soldiers of Israel and the victims of terrorist attacks; and Israel’s Independence Day
(Yom Ha Atzmaut) is the day we celebrate the birth of the country. This year Israel celebrated its
70th birthday!
All three days are extremely meaningful for me in particular, and for the entire Jewish community.
They are also the three hardest days for me to be away from my home in Israel. Even though I had
the privilege to spend Passover in Israel with my family this year, it doesn’t make being far away
now any easier.
As a third generation Holocaust survivor and an Israeli soldier, Israel will always be my home. Israel
is a home away from home for all of us. That is why I make a point that every student in our Religious
School understands the meaning of all three “Yoms” (days).

Page 6

Voice of the Generations May 2018

On April 15th our 10th graders became the teachers. They planned and prepared very hard for that day.
They taught our elementary classes what it means to be good, to be kind, and to accept one another.
With their amazing teacher, Ms. Landy Gonzalez, they planned and participated in a ceremony in
front of the entire school while sharing what each class had learned and presenting what each grade
had made.

Education (cont.)
We had a guest speaker, congregant Dr. David Adler, president of Hebrew Order of David, who told
us his personal story and spoke to everyone about his father, who was a Holocaust survivor and had
passed recently. Every student and teacher left home with a special memorial candle donated by this
organization.

Page 7

Voice of the Generations May 2018

On April 22nd we celebrated Mitzvah Day – a perfect continuation of what the students had learned
the previous week. Our 9th grade teacher, Mr. Sam Latzch, worked with our 9th graders planning this
important day. Sam brought to our attention a homeless service center in Athens. He researched
this place and decided that this is the place that we will be donating to this year. All our elementary
students, with their madrichim, prepared bagged lunches for this center. They decorated the bags,
made the sandwiches, packed the lunches, prepared word games, and decorated blankets — all for
the less fortunate who will be at this center in Athens.

Each student left that day understanding that they had made a difference in our world! What an
amazing feeling!
Yom Ha’Atzmaut was celebrated this year not only among our CDT families, but with the entire
Jewish community of Georgia. The Federation went out of their way to throw the biggest party ever!
CDT members went together on the MARTA train wearing our new CDT T-shirts designed specifically for this occasion — to celebrate with friends in downtown Atlanta. We all had a blast!
Happy 70th Birthday Israel!!! We love you!!
Shalom, Molly Peled
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Sisterhood
Our Mission
To support the synagogue through
Judaism, Community Service,
Friendship & Fundraising
April was another busy month for Sisterhood. We held our annual Wellness Luncheon at the
home of Dana Rothenberg. We enjoyed a delicious brunch and learned how to reduce stress
through journaling from Terry Segal. Thank you to Dana and Terry, as well as Sharon Rocco
and Ruthie Cohen for planning this event!
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Sisterhood also hosted our first annual Spring Bazaar. Sixteen vendors
were on hand selling everything from jewelry and handbags to skincare
and clothes. There was something for everyone! A very special thanks
to Leslie Criden and Lisa Danzig who worked hard to plan this for our
community.

Sisterhood (cont.)
Thanks to everyone who donated baby items to Helping Mamas!
This was a successful drive and our donations were very much
appreciated. We are hoping to expand on this partnership in the
future.

Page 10

Voice of the Generations May 2018

Join the reigning
Sisterhood TRIVIA CHAMPS
at our next Trivia Night!

Sisterhood (cont.)

Annual Appreciation Dinner
and Board Elections
Thursday, June 7 — 6:30PM
More details to come!

Would you like to be more involved with Sisterhood next year?
We are currently putting together a slate for the
2018-2019 board and would love for you to participate!
Please contact Sisterhood@dortamid.com
if you’re interested in learning more.

Primetimers
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The Primetimers had a very successful year. Thank you to Sherry Fages,
Linda Mallin, Ellen Salowitz, Ethel Rubenstein, Harriet Jacobs, and
Bonnie Harvey for organizing our events.
We are in the planning stages of our calendar events for June 2018 through
May of 2019. If you would like to have input and be part of our committee,
please let me know by contacting Carol Kovar at 404-668-1135 or
primetimers@dortamid.com.

NEW MEMBER
Please join us in welcoming
Laurel Phoenix,
our newest congregant.
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Social Action

Our B’nai Mitzvah
Reece Pomerantz
Reece is a seventh grader at Buford Middle School.

She enjoys playing lacrosse and tennis and has recently
discovered tap dancing, which she does constantly. Reece
is in the Buford Middle School Chorus and especially
loves participating in their musical productions. In her
spare time, Reece likes to hang out with friends, have
PJ days, and read while snuggled up with her dogs.
For Reece’s tikkun olam/social action project, she wanted
to help provide food for local kids who do not always
have access to enough food. She organized friends to
help her hold bake sales throughout the year. They would
make and sell their baked goods to raise funds to purchase
“
backpack” foods for these kids. Reece then bought and
delivered the food to school so that the food could be distributed during school
breaks, when these kids could not count on meals from school.

Matthew Gioia
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Matthew is a 7th grade student at McGinnis Woods Country Day
School. He loves to play football and basketball, swim, play video
games, and watch the Dallas Cowboys on Sundays with his dad.
He recently played football for the first time with the Northview
Jr. Titans football team where he won the Coaches Award for
having “Heart & Determination”. He plays on the McGinnis
Woods Basketball team with friends from school. This summer
will be his fourth season on the Seven Oaks Tsunami swim team.
Matthew has a First Degree Black Belt in Taekwondo. Another
pastime he loves is to listen to music, especially his favorite band
Led Zeppelin! Matthew loves to travel to almost anywhere there
is a beach and to Florida, New York, and Chicago to visit family.
He also loves to hang out with his dogs, Sheila and Hazel.
Matthew’s tikkun olam/social action project was to raise money for Kids With Cancer.
He chose Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation as his charity. He held a Lemonade Stand
Event in April and also raised money on the foundation’s website. Matthew’s goal is to
raise $1300 by asking friends and family for donations online, selling lemonade, and
holding a weeklong charity event at the store Five Below. It’s not too late to donate!
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Caring Committee
Are you or a fellow congregant in need of a helping hand? The CDT
Caring Committee is here to assist you. If you or someone you know
is in mourning, undergoing surgery, or battling an illness, please
contact the Caring Committee. Please notify the Caring Committee
if we can help.

Supporting CDT famiSupporting CDT families

Call the CDT office at 770-623-8860 to reach Rabbi Jordan or
contact Leslie Page at leslie_page@bellsouth.net or 404-317-5447.
To request that someone be added to the mishabeirach list,
please contact the CDT office directly.

The Caring Committee will be available to deliver meals, provide support, and send messages of
healing and concern. In order for the committee to successful and meaningful to our congregants,
we need to know who we can help. If you hear of someone, please contact the Caring Committee
directly, the CDT office, or Rabbi Jordan. We will then reach out to determine what we can do.
As an ongoing initiative of the Caring Committee, we have established a "Chicken Soup" freezer. Please let us know if you would like a special delivery of soup. We will also periodically ask for
donations of homemade ‘Jewish penicillin’ that will be kept frozen at CDT. If you are making soup
and would like to bring a container or two to the freezer to share, please contact Leslie Page for
further details.
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Leslie Page

Condolences
Marty Levenstiem and Family, on the passing of Marty’s father,
Kenneth Levenstiem, April 14, 2018
Andy Press and Family, on the passing of Andy’s father,
Larry Press, April 14, 2018

May their memories be for a blessing.

For Our Littlest People
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Join Us for our summer
Play Tamid sessions
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JAC is a multicultural Childcare Facility located at
Congregation Dor Tamid in Johns Creek.

Visit us on the web to see how it works

Dan@djrphotography.com
Daniel Rosen, Owner
CDT Member
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404.900.0675

Schedule your tour today at 770.321.8484
(ext:1 or 3)

ADVERTISEMENT

At JAC students learn about different cultures,
languages and traditions. Students learn to be more
independent, more creative and social. Though the
school year has already started, it’s not to late to
enroll your child. Call now to find out about any
promotions we are running.
At JAC your child will learn in
Hebrew and English!

2017-18 Board of Directors and Staff
Staff
Senior Rabbi
Cantorial Soloist
Education Director
Temple Administrator
Rabbi’s Assistant and
B’nai Mitzvah Coordinator
CDTTY Advisor

Jordan M. Ottenstein, RJE
Mike Zuspan
Molly Peled
Kerry Sbat
Ruthanne Warnick
Sam Latsch
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Board of Directors
Executive Committee
President
COO
Finance VP
Operations VP
Education VP
Marketing VP
Secretary
Presidential Appointee
Past President

Rob Lederman
Penny Blitzer
Lynda Galler
Ron Harvey
Angela Zubar
Karl Friedman
Nancy Mittler
Leslie Fox
Ellen Mayo

Trustees
Fundraising/Campaigns
Budget & Finance
Membership
Internal Communications
Trustee at Large
Ritual
Men’s Club
Sisterhood

Rachel Allen
Art Criden
Carol Kovar
Debra Kerr
Doug Katz
Jodi Rosa
Dan Rosen
Lisa Danzig

11165 Parsons Road - Johns Creek, GA 30097
(770) 623-8860
www.DorTamid.org

Register your Kroger Plus card at
krogercommunityrewards.com under
Congregation Dor Tamid 68907

Our associate partner will
donate a % of your order.
See weekly email for link.
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